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Original    Communications. 

Cascara  Sagrado. 

By   J.   H.   BuNDY,   M.  D.,  Oakland,  Cal. 

casual-  notice  of  cascara  was  given  in 
connection  with  berberis  aquifolium  in 
my  last  paper  only  because  I  could  not 
well  do  otherwise,  having  used  it  with 
berberis  in  the  case  reported,  and  used  it  because 
I  had  so  thoroughly  tested  it  in  that  direction,  and 
wanted  nothing  better.  I  always  intend  to  say  as 
little  as  possible,  and  let  that  little  be  to  the  point. 

In  presenting  this  paper  on  Cascara  Sagrado  as 
almost  a  specific  in  that  most  frequent  and  subtle 
malady — constipation,  it  will  be  necessary  for  me  to 
refer  to  the  causes  of  it,  and  reason  how  this  agent 
is  curative  in  that  direction.  Habitual  constipa- 
tion is  the  only  form  to  which  I  shall  direct 
attention,  as  that  phase  which  arises  as  a  symptom 
of  other  difficulties,  such  as  obstruction,  etc.,  has 
no  bearing  on  the  subject  in  hand. 

The'  nature  of  the  diet ;  deficiency,  or  ,a  faulty 
composition  of  the  intestinal  secretions  ;  disordered 
glands  that  pour  their  secretions  into  intestines  ; 
impairment  of  muscular  power  which  leads  to 
deficiency  in  their  propelling  power,  which  may 
result  from  nervous  or  mechanical  influences ; 
congestion  of  the  portal  circulation ;  normal  secre- 
tion of  intestinal  juices  interfered  with ;  deficiency 
in  biliary  secretions  of  a  healthy  character ;  con- 
gestion of  mucous  membranes  of  intestines ;  and 
last  and  the  most  frequent  causes — resisting  the 
calls  of  nature  from  carelessness,  or  circumstances 
that  prevent  the  obedience  at  the  proper  time, 
etc.  The  constant  habit  of  taking  cathartics  is  a 
source  of  much  mischief,  and  were  we  treated  in 
the  manner  that  the  gastro-intestinal  tract  gen- 
erally is,  we,  too,  would  fail  to  work,  and  find 
ourselves  prostrate.  I  employ  a  fluid  extract  of  the 
cascara,  using  one  ounce  in  a  four  ounce  mixture, 
in  combination  with  other  remedies  or  alone,  as  the 
case  may  require.  It  acts  upon  the  sympathetic  nerv- 
ous system,  especially  upon  the  solar  plexus,  stim- 
ulating the  nutritive  and  assimilative  forces,  increas- 


ing the  digestive  processes  generally.  It  acts  upon 
the  secretory  system  in  a  marvellous  manner,  espe- 
cially where  the  secretions  are  deficient  and  per- 
verted, and  this  seems  to  be  one  of  its  special 
indications.  When  you  have  a  case  that  the  con- 
stipation depends  upon  the  above  conditions, 
IJ  Fluid  extract  cascara  sagrado,  one  fluid  ounce. 

Syrup  simplex  {or  extract  malt)  ) 

Aqua,  \  each  onefl.ounce. 

M.S.,  a  teaspoonful  three  or  four  times  daily  is  all  that 
is  wanted  to  perfectly  regulate  the  want  of,  and  to 
change  the  perverted  secretions.  It  acts  upon  the 
hepatic  secretions  and  circulation  peculiarly,but  more 
positively  than  any  thing  I  ever  gave  before  ;  peculiar- 
ly, because  it  produces  no  impression  upon  the  system 
in  the  way  of  nausea  (or  derangment  of  any  other 
functions)  pain  or  inconvenience  whatever,  and  my 
patients  speak  of  it  in  the  highest  terms,  as  being 
as  nice  to  take  as  it  is  pleasant  in  its  action.  Con- 
stipation dependent  upon  defective,  perverted  or 
excessive  action  and  secretion  of  the  liver^  as 
above  stated,  yields  at  once  to  its  action.  It  acts 
as  a  tonic  with  the  most  marked  effect  upon 
muscular  tissue  generally,  but  more  especially 
upon  the  stomach  and  bowels,  remarkably  in- 
creasing the  tone  and  activity  of  secretion.  It  is 
the  remedy  where  the  tone,  as  above  stated,  is 
deficient,  and  where  it  has  been  produced  by  con- 
stantly taking  pills  to  relieve  the  constipation, 
which  only  is  increased  by  such  a  measure.  This 
condition  is  readily  changed  and  a  healthy  action 
set  up ;  muscular  power  and  tone  restored,  and 
this  done,  the  propelling  power  or  force  being 
regulated.  It  changes  the  character  of  secretions 
by  regulating  the  action  of  neighboring  visceral 
glands,  as  well  as  those  of  the  upper  portion  of 
the  small  intestines,  overcoming  congestion  of  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  bowels  and  stomach, 
completely  restoring  their  tone  and  muscular 
power.  To  cure  cases  of  constipation,  the  result 
of  carelessness,  requires  perseverance  on  the  part 
of  the  practitioner,  and  a  strict  course  prescribed 
as  to  avoiding  cathartics,  and  attention  to  the  calls 
of  nature  promptly. 

A  description  of  the  cascara  I  am  unable  to  give 
at  this  time,  but  suffice  it  to  say  that  it  is  a  shrub,  and 
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in  due  time  its  botanical  name  will  be  known.  I  com- 
bine it,  in  hepatic  troubles  with  nux  vomica  in  proper 
doses,  also  with  nit.  hydro  chl.  acid  dil.  in  suitable 
quantities,  but  more  generally  give  it  alone.  In  bad 
cases  of  dyspepsia  with  constipation 
^  Fluid  extract  cascara  sagrado,  one  fluid  ounce, 
Fluid  extract  berberis  aquifoliujn,  one  fl.  ounce. 
Syrup  {or  extract  malty,  two  fluid  ounces. 

M.  Sig.,  one  teaspoonful,  three  times  daily.    In  dys- 
pepsia where  the  food  and  everything  else  is  thrown 
up, 
I?  Fluid  ext.  cascara  sagrado,  half  to  one  fl.  ounce. 

Fluid  ext.  berberis  aquifolium,  one  fluid  ounce. 

Acid  hydrocyanic  dil.,  one  fluid  drachm. 

Syrup  {or  extract  malt),  q.  s. 
to  make  a  four  ounce  mixture.  M.  S.,  a  teaspoonful 
after  meals  and  at  bedtime.  It  may  be  combined  in 
many  ways  with  different  drugs,  which  the  practition- 
er will  soon  see  if  he  studies  the  pathological  condi- 
tions carefully,  and  I  need  say  no  more  on  this 
point.  It  will  act  as  a  cathartic  if  given  in  one  or 
two  drachm  doses,  but  this  should  never  be  resorted 
to  if  you  wish  to  cure  constipation.  The  dose  I  have 
given  above  does  sometimes  act  so,  but  I  invaria- 
bly order  at  first  a  less  dose.  When  it  does  not,  after 
five  or  six  days  seem  to  start  the  peristaltic  action, 
give  a  little  more,  but  alvvays  regulate  it  so  as  to 
fall  short  of  catharsis. 

I  have  written  this  paper  in  reply  to  the  many 
letters  received  from  physicians,  asking  how  Cas- 
cara may  be  used,  and  those  who  read  carefully 
will  find  full  information.  I  have  not  given  cases 
from  the  fact  of  their  being  so  numerous,  and  con- 
stipation so  prevalent.  Will  write  further  here- 
after. 

I  also  would  state  that  I  do  not  furnish  it  to 
physicians  at  all.  Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co. 
have  prepared  a  most  elegant  and  efficient  fluid  ex- 
tract and  will  supply  all  demands. 

By  permission  of  the  publisher  of  New  Prepara- 
tions I  will  state  that  I  have  changed  my  location 
from  Colusa  to  Oakland,  Cal.  My  address  is 
Oakland,  Cal. 


Yerba    Reuma. 

By   J.    H.   BuNDY,   M.  D.,  Oakland,  Cal. 

HIS  drug  will,  for  the  present,  close 
the  list  of  new  remedies  which  I  have 
to  introduce  to  the  profession,  as  I 
have  but  one  more  that  I  am  at 
present  testing,  and  it  will  be  sometime  before  a 
thorough  and  positive  test  can  be  made,  so  as  to  bring 
it  into  the  list  with  a  certainty  as  to  its  positive 
action ;  and  it  never  will  be  presented  until  a  com- 
plete and  thorough  knowledge  of  its  use  is  under- 
stood. After  months  and  years  of  careful  study 
and  investigation,  and  I  may  say  toil,  for  there  is 
no  little  labor  in  the  careful  investigation  of  an 
unknown  drug,  to  exactly  determine  its  use  in  med- 
icine,   from  the  fact  that  it  can  only  be  done  by 


taking  and  giving,  and  noting  its   action   uponi 
every   system, — the   nervous — cerebro-spinal,    and  ' 
ganglionic,    and   the  functions   as   a   whole,    over 
which  these  systems  preside,  and  so  satisfactorily 
determine  this  action.     With  no  little  pride  do  V 
look  over  the  list :     Yerba  Santa,  Grindelia  Squar- 
rosa,  Berberis  Aquifolium,  Cascara  Sagrado,  and' 
the  last  in  order,  Yerba  Reuma,  and  feel  that  my 
efforts  in  this  direction  have  not  been  in  vain,  but 
that  the  medical  profession  will  have  gained, .yfw^^- 
thing  in  the  drug  list  of  which  it  will  gladly  claim 
and  accept  for  the  relief  of  suffering  humanity. 

The  Yerba  Reuma  is  a  plant,  herbaceous,  grow- 
ing near  the  foothills  of  the  coast-range  mountains. . 
It  passed   out  of  flower  before  my  attention  was , 
called  to  it,  but  in  due  time  its  name  will  botanic- 
ally    be    obtained.       Its    Spanish    name    implies,, 
flowing  or  flux  herb.    It  contains   largely   chloride 
of  sodium,  and  a  peculiar  astringent.        It  is  only 
as  a  local  remedy  that  I  have  ever  tested  it.     My 
first   test  was  that  upon  my  friend.   Dr.  Thomas 
Porter,  who   had   suffered   two   years   from  nasal 
catarrh.     I  prepared  a  tincture,   using  four  ounces, 
of  the  drug  to  a  pint  of  alcohol  (25°),  and  gave. 

'S,  Tincture  yerba  reuma,  one  fluid  ounce. 
Aqua,  three  fluid  ounces. 
M.  S.  Snuff  one  teaspoonful  from  the  hand  through' 
each  nostril  three  times  daily.  In  three  weeks  Dr.. 
Porter  was  cured  and  remains  so.  He  had  tried 
everything  recommended  with  but  little  benefit.  He 
suggested  its  use  in  leucorrhoea.  I  tried  it  and  the: 
result  in  every  instance  was  a  cure.  I  gave  it  ini 
the  form  of  an  injection  in  gonorrhoea,  and  the 
result  was  the  same,  one  four  ounce  mixture  per- 
forming the  cure. 

My  friend,  and  now  partner.  Dr.  C.  W.  Hansen, 
carrying  on  the  drug  business  at  the  time  and  being 
often  called  upon  for  something  for  gleet,  put  up 
the  same,  and  in  one  week  the  patient  reported  him- 
self cured.  Other  cases  followed  and  were  likewise 
cured. 

When  a  case  of  dysentery  presents  itself,  I 
shall  give  it  a  fair  trial  in  half  drachm  doses  (or  of 
the  fluid  extract  ten  minims)  every  two  or  three 
hours;  also  locally  in  catarrhal  ophthalmia  and  gon- 
orrhoea. In  using  it  as  an  injection  in  gonorrhoea, 
the  urethra  should  be  cleansed  with  simple  water 
and  followed  by  the  injection;  in  leucorrhoea  the 
same.  If  desired  it  may  be  made  stronger,  but  that 
is  as  strong  as  I  have  used  it.  In  using  the  fluid 
extract  two  fluid  drachms  to  four  fluid  ounces  water 
will  answer  the  purpose. 

It  should  be  retained  by  pinching  the  end  of  the 
penis,  and  withdrawing  the  syringe  for  a  few  min- 
utes. You  will  find  it  to  excel  every  other  remedy 
for  the  above  diseases,  and  this  is  not  likely  to  con- 
stitute its  range  as  a  remedy. 

I  have  shipped  to  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  a  very 
limited  supply,  and  no  more  g^n  be  obtained  be- 
fore July. 
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Berberis  Aquifolium. 

J.  H.  BUNDY,  M.  D.,  Oakland,  Cal. 
have  two  more  inveterate  cases  of  syphi- 
lis, one  called  a  "cancer"  of  nine  years 
standing,  has  been  under  my  treatment 
six  weeks,  is  fully  two-thirds  healed,  and 
still  healing  rapidly, — the  patient  gaining  rapidly  in 
flesh.  The  other  case  is  now  here.When  he  came  three 
weeks  since,  the  tongue  was  considerably  notched  on 
its  edges  with  ulcers,  nose  badly  swollen  and  ulcerat- 
ing, and  at  this  writing  the  tongue  is  healed  and  the 
nose  nearly  so,  and  all  swelling  gone.  The  case  of  so- 
called  cancer  presented  the  following  appearance : 
From  the  external  angular  process  extending  back- 
wards an  inch  and  a-half,  and  downward  to  the  center 
of  the  cheek  to  the  lower  margin  of  the  malar  bone, 
a  distance  of  about  two  inches,  the  tissues  were 
fairly  eaten  out  nearly  to  the  bone,  and  the  right 
eye,  (for  it  is  the  right  side)  was  swollen,  shut  for 
many  days,and  the  corroding  element  was  approach- 
ing the  eye  rapidly.  At  this  writing  (six  weeks  of 
treatment)  the  swelling  is  nearly  gone  and  fully  two- 
thirds  healed.  Have  treated  them  both  the  same  as 
Mr.  Marshall,  and  I  venture  to  say  that  in  one  month 
more  both  will  be  discharged. 


Extract  of  Malt. 

By  C.  Henri  Leonard,  M.  D. 

ROM  the  numerous  testimonials  we 
have  received  of  the  efficacy  of  this  re- 
medy in  dyspepsias,  and  diseases  where 
an  easily  assimilated  food  is  desirable, 
we  think  we  are  fully  justified  in  ranking  malt  as 
one  of  the  most  important  therapeutical  agents.  In 
our  own  hands  it  has  proven  of  excellent  service. 
Theoretically  it  is  plainly  indicated  as  the  remedy 
in  all  cases  of  amylaceous  dyspepsia  and  indiges- 
tion, and  practically  it  has  proven  itself  capable  of 
all  that  theory  would  claim  for  it.  In  the  case  of 
myself  it  has  shown  itself  to  be  of  almost  inestim- 
able worth,  second  not  even  to  pepsine  ;  and  right 
here  an  important  distinction  should  be  made  be- 
tween our  kinds  of  dyspepsias.  We  do  not  mean  to 
assert  that  extract  of  malt  will  take  the  place  of 
pepsine  in  all  cases,  for  it  will  not ;  as  dyspepsias 
or  indigestions  calling  for  pepsine  treatment  are 
not  amylaceous  ;  neither  will  amylaceous  dyspepsias 
be  as  completely  benefitted  by  pepsine,  as  by  the 
use  of  the  malt  extract,  and  hence,  in  this  case, 
the  pepsine  is  really  inferior  to  the  malt.  I  am 
well  satisfied  of  this  from  the  action  of  the  two 
drugs,  not  only  upon  my.self,  but  upon  numerous 
other,  and  oldstanding  cases  of  difficult  digestions. 
But,  as  a  necessary  sequence,  if  the  stomach  is 
incapacitated  for  lisfull  duties,  the  resulting  mass 
of  decomposing,  or  fermenting  food,  be  it  primarily 
amylaceous  or  albuminous,  in  the  stomach  will  so 
irritate  the  mucous  membrane  as  to  interfere  with 
the  other  remaining  digestive  functions,  and  hence, 
in  most  cases  it  is  best  to  dispense  the  malt  and 
the  pepsine  together.      This  I  have  generally  done 


by  using  the  preparation  of  pepsine  combined  with 
the  stomacic  and  intestinal  sedative  and  tonic,  bis- 
muth and  strychnia.  The  elixir  of  these  is  the  form 
I  usually  use,  as  more  easily  dispensed,  since  the 
powder  would  not  readily  solve  in  the  thick  malt 
extract.     My  most  usual  prescription  is  as  follows : 

IJ    Elixiris  pepsince,  strychnia  et  bismuthi, 

Extracti  7nalti,  55  §  //. 
M.S.     Teaspoonful   to  desertspoonful  after  meals 
and  at  bedtime. 

It  is  a  good  feature  in  the  treatment  o'f  most  of 
these  dyspeptic,  etc.,  cases  to  order  the  bedtime  dose, 
as  by  so  doing  you  are  almost  sure  to  prevent  any 
food  remaining  in  the  stomach  and  upper  bowels 
over  night,  and  hence  you  relieve  a  sensitive  stom- 
ach from  what  would  else  be  a  source  of  all  night 
irritation. 

In  cases  of  recuperation  from  fevers,  or  during 
the  run  of  any  acute  disease,  of  course,  the  com- 
bination is  easily  altered  to  suit  the  exigencies  that 
may  arise.  So,  too,  in  case  of  using  the  malt  as 
food,  as  in  the  progress  of  consumption.  In  these, 
the  proportion  of  the  elixir  must  be  materially  les- 
sened, else  you  would  get  too  much  strychnia.  In 
the  prescription  above  written  you  get  1-120  grain 
of  strychnia  at  a  dose,  the  elixir  being  made  up  so 
as  to  furnish  1-60  of  a  grain  of  the  sulphate,  in 
Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s  preparation,  to  each  fluid- 
drachm.  In  consumptive  cases  I  have  used  with 
benefit  the  cod-liver  oil  and  malt  combined,  with 
the  elixir.  In  this  case,  the  pepsine  present  materially 
aids  in  the  digestion  of  the  oil,  as  also  does  the  small 
proportion  of  alcohol  present  in  the  body  of  the  elixir. 

But  it  is  not  necessary  to  mention  all  the  varia- 
tions possible,  as  to  do  so  would  exhaust  bofh'your 
time  and  patience,  since  they  are  as  various  as  the 
types  and  phases  of  disease.  What  we  rnore  espe- 
cially desire  is  to  impress  upon  you  the  great  bene- 
fit to  be  derived  from  these  two  remedies  combined 
as  we  have  above  combined  them,  for  we  speak  ad- 
visedly, and  then  let  your  own  good  judgement 
suggest  any  variation  that  may  be  further  necessai^. 


Extract    of   Malt. 

By  Geo.  S.  Davis. 
XTRACT  of  malt,  properly  prepai-ed 
from  a  good  quality  of  malt,  is  beyorid 
doubt  an  excellent  material,  whether 
regarded  as  an  article  of  food  to 
build  up  the  strength  of  a  weak  patient,  or  as  a 
therapeutical  agent  to  assist  digestion.  Let  us  first 
examine  it  in  the  light  of  a  feeding  or  nourishing 
substance.  Milk  has  always  been  considered  the 
standard  article  of  diet  with  which  to  make  com- 
parison, and  its  value  is  demonstrated  in  the  growth 
of  all  young  animals,  whose  entire  food  and  drink 
it  is  for  a  certain  period  of  their  existence.  It  con- 
tains about  eighty-seven  per  cent,  of  water,  which  is 
a  necessary  ingredient  when  we  consider  that  nearly 
two-thirds  of  the  human  system  consists  of  this 
element ;  there  is  also  about  three  percent,  oj  fat  or 
butter,  required  to  sustain  the  respiratory  org'ans 
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and  replace  the  loss  caused  by  the  wear  and  tear 
in  the  fatty  portions  of  the  body  from  muscular  exer- 
cise. Casein  is  present  in  milk  to  the  extent  of 
four  and  a  half  per  cent.,  and  supplies  the  nitrogen- 
ous matters  for  the  formation  of  flesh  and  muscle ; 
four  and  three  fourths  per  cent,  of  sugar,  producing 
heat  and  fat,  and  lastly  we  find  various  mineral  salts 
(three-quarters  of  a  per  cent.)  used  in  making  bone. 
Here,  therefore,  we  have  a  food  which  gives  moist- 
ure, oleaginous  or  respiratory,  nitrogenous  or  flesh- 
forming,  carbonaceous  or  heat  and  fat  producing, 
and  bone  forming  material.  It  is  well  known  that 
starvation  will  occur  when  a  person  is  supplied  even 
with  unlimited  quantities  of  such  a  material  as  pure 
starch,  which  is  only  carbonaceous  and  can  therefore 
only  supply  the  needs  of  one  portion  of  the  system. 
Now,  if  we  compare  extract  of  malt  with  milk, 
it  will  be  noticed  that  the  former  contains  moisture, 
sugar,  and  dextrine  and  extractive  matter  (carbon- 
aceous, etc.,)  ash  (bone-forming)  and  albuminous 
matter  in  the  form  of  diastase  and  maltin.  Before 
food  can  be  turned  to  account  for  the  sustenance 
of  the  body  it  must  undergo  digestion ;  that  is,  must 
be  either  dissolved  or  otherwise  reduced  to  such  a 
form  that  it  can  be  absorbed  by  the  blood,  which  it 
Accompanies  into  the  lungs  to  undergo  the  process 
of  respiration,  and  thus  becoming  fitted  for 
the  nutrition  of  the  various  organs  of  the  body, 
since  these  have  to  be  continually  repaired  at  the 
expense  of  the  constituents  of  the  blood.  This  is 
just  what  the  diastase  and  maltin  are  able  to  do — 
assist  the  digestion — more  especially  when  brought 
in  contact  with  the  starchy  varieties  of  food,  such 
as  bread  and  potatoes.  One  part  of  diastase  being 
able  to  convert  two  thousand  portions  of  starch  in- 
to sugar,  a  single  dose  of  the  extract  of  malt  will 
most  materially  aid  digestion  especially  in  cases 
where  the  secretion  of  the  pancreatic  juice  is  scanty. 
Dubraufaut  demonstrated  in  1868  that  malt  presents 
ahother  substance  (mentioned  above)  similar  in  its 
effects  to  diastase,  and  which  he  termed  maltin. 
This  principle  is  found  to  be  much  more  active  than 
diastase,  so  that  with  the  same  quantity  of  maltin, 
which  a  known  quantity  of  malt  contains,  a  very 
much  larger  yield  of  beer  is  obtained  than  when 
diastase  is  only  employed.  He  also  found  a  second 
but  less  active  substance,  acting  with  regard  to 
starch  in  a  similar  manner  to  the  others,  so  that  in 
malt  extract,  which  contains  all  these  principles, 
we'  have  a  powerful  therapeutic  agent. 

Another  great  point  which  must  be  borne  in  mind 
isthat  the  sugar  contained  in  extract  of  malt  is  malt- 
ose and  not  simply  grape  sugar  (glucose).  It  belongs 
to  what  may  be  called  the  family  of  glucoses,  but  has 
much  more  nutritive  qualities  than  any  of  the  other 
members,  and  is  vastly  superior  to  the  ordinary 
glucose  to  be  met  with  in  commerce,  which  is  pre- 
pared from  starchy  materials  by  the  aid  of  weak 
acids  and  heat.  It  is  even  of  greater  value  than 
that  grape  sugar  which  exists  in  considerable  quan- 
tities in  such  fruits  as  dates,  etc.,  and  besides,  when 


given  in  this  form  of  extract,  has  not  the  objection 
of  being  accompanied  by  the  indigestible  skin  of 
the  fruit.  Maltose  has  often,  and  perhaps  with 
some  show  of  reason,  been  confused  with  the  gluc- 
ose prepared  by  the  chemical  process  mentioned 
above,  owing  to  its  having  the  same  chemical  reac- 
tion of  reducing  cupric  salts,  in  an  alkaline  solution, 
to  cuprous.  Its  physical  properties  are  also  very 
similar,  but  many  investigations,  which  have  been 
carried  on  in  England  with  much  care  and  great  la- 
bor, have  proven  that  it  is  entirely  distinct  and  must 
stand  alone  and  superior  to  the  other  glucoses,  es- 
pecially those  artificially  prepared — with  which  we 
believe  the  extract  to  be  very  liable  to  be  adulterated. 
It  is  not  necessary  to  enter  more  fully  into  a  dis- 
cussion of  this  subject,  as  every  one  must  readily 
perceive  that  a  substance  prepared  by  mere  immer- 
sion of  the  raw  material  in  warm  water  and  allow- 
ing the  various  natural  constituents  to  react  upon 
one  another,  is  infinitely  better  as  a  nourishing  and 
therapeutical  agent  than  that  obtained  by  any  arti- 
ficial chemical  process,  no  matter  how  well  or 
carefully  carried  out. 

Many  articles  have  been  written  lately  on  the 
subject  of  extract  of  malt,  but  the  authors  have  in- 
variably avoided  the  history  of  the  preparation  of 
the  malt  itself.  We,  however,  will  briefly  consider 
the  malting  process,  as  it  is  essential  that  only  the 
best  quality  of  malt  should  be  used  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  the  extract.  The  process  of  malting  con- 
sists in  the  germination  of  the  grain  by  means  of 
macerating  in  water  until  it  swells  and  becomes 
soft.  This  germination  takes  place  in  three  well 
defined  stages.  First.  The  grain — barley  is  pre- 
ferred on  account  of  its  forming  sugar  in  larger 
quantities  than  any  other  grain — is  soaked  in  large 
wooden  cisterns  half  filled  with  water  (where  the 
diseased  seeds  will  float  and  may  be  removed)  for 
a  period  from  forty-eight  hours  to  six  or  seven  days, 
according  to  the  age  of  the  grain  and  the  excise 
laws  of  the  various  countries.  Here  the  husk  be- 
comes exhausted  and  withered,  and  a  large  amount 
of  water  is  absorbed.  When  sufficiently  soaked, 
the  grain  is  allowed  to  drain  for  eight  or  ten  hours 
and  is  then  thrown  up  in  heaps  on  the  malt  house 
floor,  where  it  commences  to  rise  in  temperature, 
and  the  second  stage  begins,  viz : — the  growth  of 
the  germ,  shown  by  the  swelling  at  the  end  by  which 
it  was  attached  to  the  stalk.  In  the  third  period 
the  grain  is  thrown  out  on  the  floor  to  a  depth  of 
from  four  to  six  inches,  and  the  plumula  or  acros- 
pire  (the  stem  of  the  new  plant)  and  the  rootlets 
are  put  forth.  At  the  end  of  about  eight  days  the 
germination  has  progressed  so  far  that  the  plumula 
has  attained  a  length  equal  to  about  two-thirds  of 
the  length  of  the  grain,  the  rootlets  to  as  long  as  the 
grain,  and  about  one-half  of  the  starch  has  been 
converted  into  sugar.  It  is  then  dried  by  being 
heated  in  kilns,  thereby  stopping  all  further  growth, 
and,  according  to  the  temperature  employed,  pro- 
ducing either  p9,le,  amber,  brown  or  black  malt.   It 
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is  necessary  in  order  to  be  successful  that  in  the 
process  of  germination  the  grain  must  be  supplied 
with  moisture,  and  kept  at  a  temperature  not  higher 
than  130°  F.,  and  not  lower  than  40°  F.,  with  access 
of  air  and  exclusion  of  light.  Good  malt  should 
be  dry,  crisp,  and  sweet. 


By  J. 


Disappearance    of  a   Uterine    Fibroid 
under  the  use  of   Ustilago    Maidis. 

W.  Welker,  M.  D.,  Larwill,  Ind. 

iISS  H.,  aged  twenty-one.  Found  her 
with  blanched  lips,  rapid  pulse,  and 
fainting  from  excessive  loss  of  blood. 
Had  been  bleeding  more  or  less 
profusely  for  ten  days.  An  examination  revealed  a 
patulous  OS,  from  which  blood  was  oozing.  At  the 
internal  os  the  fingers  met  a  rounded  protruberance, 
which  was  diagnosed  as  a  uterine  fibroid.  As  the 
unpleasant  symptoms  from  the  loss  of  blood  were 
very  great,  I  at  once  placed  an  alum  plug  against 
the  externa!  os,  and  administered  ustilago  maidis 
and  stimulants.  The  fibroid  was  about  the  size  of 
a  goose  egg,  semi-ovid  in  shape,  and  with  its  round- 
ed extremity  presenting  at  the  internal  os  ;  it  was 
attached  to  the  left  latero-anterior  portion  of  the 
uterus.  It  had  a  broad  base  of  attachment  being 
placed  against,  or  rather  with  one-half  buried  in  the 
uterine  walls.  To  prevent  as  far  as  possible  a  fur- 
ther recurrence  of  the  hemorrhage,  I  gave  ustilago 
maidis  in  regular  intervals  and  in  sufficient  quantity 
to  keep  up  a  tonic  contraction  of  the  uterus.  The 
patient  rapidly  improved,  and  in  a  short  time  she 
was  able  to  be  about.  She  consented  to  an  opera- 
tion for  the  removal  of  the  tumor,  which  I  intended 
as  soon  as  her  strength  would  admit  it.  Her  next 
catamenia  passed  without  any  alarming  symptoms, 
and  I  decided  to  operate  in  the  succeeding  interim. 
I  dilated  the  uterus  with  tents  in  order  to  make  a 
thorough  examination  before  deciding  upon  any 
particular  operation,  and  I  was  surprised  to  find 
that  the  tumor  was  reduced  fully  one-half  in  size 
and  withdrawn  from  the  internal  os.  It  seemed 
less  firmer  in  texture,  and  also  less  resisting.  I  ad- 
vised delay,  still  keeping  up  ustilago  maidis,  and 
watching  in  vain  for  any  toxic  effects  of  the  drug 
that  might  present  themselves.  At  the  end  of  four 
months,  I  made  another  examination  by  the  means 
of  tents,  and  could  detect  no  sign  of  a  tumor,  save 
a  thickening  of  the  uterine  walls,  where  it  had  been 
attached.     Her  present  health  is  good. 

I  attribute  the  disappearance  of  the  tumor  to  the 
pressure  caused  by  the  uterine  walls  under  the  in- 
fluence of  the  ustilago  maidis. 


Grindelia  Squarrosa. 

By  D.  M.  Cool,  M.  D.,  Chicago,  111. 

EEING  an  article  in  your  journal,  re- 
commending grindelia  squarrosa  in 
hypertrophy  of  the  spleen,  and  obstin- 
ate intermittents,  I  was  induced  to  try  it, 


and  beg  the  privilege  of  reporting  the  results  to  the 
readers  of  the  journal. 

Case  I.  Mrs.  H.,  aged  thirty-eight,  was  attacked 
with  a  peculiar  form  of  intermittent  fever ;  patient 
suffering  two  days  of  each  week,  (Saturday  and  Sun- 
day), with  chill,  not  well  marked,  but  high  fever, 
lasting  nearly  all  day,  and  passing  off  with  per- 
spiration and  relief,  until  the  next  period  came 
around,  which  renewed  the  fever  and  its  sufferings. 
Patient  was  weak  and  rapidly  becoming  anemic, 
irregular  menstruation,  headache,  etc.,  etc.  I  pre- 
scribed half  a  drachm  of  quinine,  to  be  taken  on 
Friday,  before  the  expected  return  on  Saturday,  and 
in  the  interval  I  put  her  on  the  following : 

"'B,    Boudault's pepsine,  three  drachms. 

Acid  muriaticum  dil.,  fi.  one  drachm, 
Aqua  pura,  fl.  two  ounces  and  a  half. 

M.  Sig.  Shake  well  and  take  teaspoonful  immedi- 
ately after  eating.  My  quinine  failed  to  arrest  the 
fever,  I  repeated  it  in  increased  doses,  continuing 
the  other  treatment,  until  I  gave  her  as  high  as 
sixty  grains,  between  paroxysms,  or  rather,  on  the 
day  before  the  return  of  the  fever. 

This  corttinued,  until  I  was  induced  to  try  cin- 
chonidia,  and  arsenious  acid,  each  with  same  results; 
finally  I  received  a  copy  of  your  journal,  and  was 
induced  to  try  grindelia  squarrosa,  and  followed  Dr, 
J.  H.  Bundy's  prescription  : 

"  Q     Tr.  grindelicB  squarrosa,  two  ounces, 
Tr.ferri  chlor.,  three  drachms. 
Syrup  sim.plicis,  qs.  add  four  ounces. 

M.  S.     Teaspoonful  in  water  four  times  daily." 

"  "S,     Quinice  sulphatis,  one-half  drachm,, 
Ex.  nucts  voTn.,  five  grains, 
M.  et  ft.  pills,  twenty. 

Sig.  One  pill  three  times  a  day." 

You  will  observe  I  have  omitted  in  my  case  the 
leptandrin,  not  deeming  it  necessary ;  and  if  I  was 
to  make  the  prescription  containing  the  grindelia 
again,  I  should  leave  out  the  iron,  as  it  makes  an 
unsightly,  as  well  as  nauseous  mixture,  on  account 
of  the  tannin,  contained  in  the  grindelia. 

I  commenced  this  treatment  on  Monday,  after 
having  experienced  one  of  the  most  severe  paroxysms 
on  Saturday  and  Sunday,  previous,  that  patient  had 
suffered  from  during  her  sickness  ;  and  Saturday 
and  Sunday  following,  patient  was  rapidly  convales- 
cing, and  continued  to  improve,  and  at  this  writing 
is  in  the  enjoyment  of  perfect  health. 

Case  two  and  three  are  chronic  enlargements  of 
the  spleen,  in  both  patients.  Both  had  been  treated 
by  a  number  of  good  physicians;  both  had  had  iodine, 
iodide  of  potassa,  bromide  of  potassa,  counter  irrita- 
tion, etc.,  etc. — in  short,  they  had  been  through  all 
the  schools  of  medicine. 

I  had  them  simply  on  grindelia  robusta,  one 
drachm  of  Tr.  three  times  a  day,  good,  generous 
diet,  for  about  two  months,  and  both  are  rapidly 
improving,  and  express  themselves  as  being  nearly 
well.  I  had  an  examination  yesterday  and  found 
spleen  reduced  to  fully  one  half,  if  not  one  third  its 
size. 


NE  W  PREPARA  TIONS. 
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Eucalyptus    Globulus    in   Malarial 
Night-Sweats. 

By  W.  L.  Reed,  M.  D.,  Cerro  Gordo,  111., 

URING  the  last  year  I  Jiave  used 
your  fluid  extract  of  eucalyptus  glo- 
bulus   with    the  most  happy  results. 

Last  May  Mrs.   A.    M.    B came 

under  my  charge,  very  icterotic  and  emaciated 
from  excessive  night-sweats.  Had  been  treated  by 
a  skillful  physician  with  all  the  usual  remedies  that 
he  could  summon,  but  to  no  effect  in  mitigating 
her  sufferings.  I  put  her  upon  eucalyptus  globulus- 
one  drachm  doses  four  times  a  day,  for  two  days. 
Then  three  times  a  day  for  three  days,  with  a  re- 
markable change  for  the  better.  Then  I  made  a 
tonic  of  eucalyptus  and  simple  elixir,  equal  parts, 
and  ordered  one  teaspoonful  four  times  a  day.  In 
two  weeks  time  the  sweating  had  entirely  ceased. 
She  used  the  medicine  one  month,  and  was  com- 
pletely restored  to  her  wonted  health. 

Frank  H.,  who  had  been  treated  for  ten  months 
for  chronic  ague,  icterotic  with  occasionally  night- 
sweats,  was  restored  to  health  by  first  giving  him 
one  ounce  of  Warburg's  tincture,  to  break  the  chill. 
Then  following  it  up  with  one-half  drachm  doses 
of  eucalyptus  globulus,  and  two  drop  doses  of  fluid 
extract  podophyllum  every  four  hours  during  the  day. 
Four  ounces  of  fluid  extract  was  alone  sufficient, 
but  to  make  sure  he  was  all  right,  I  had  this  prescrip- 
tion duplicated. 

Mr.  Z.,  came  to  me  in  November  very  pale  and 
emaciated,  suffering  with  chills,  night  sweats  and 
splenitis.  I  ordered  him  to  take  one  podo- 
phyllin  and  belladonna  pill  twice  a  day,  and 
eucalyptus  globulus  and  simple  elixir,  equal  parts, 
every  three  hours  for  three  days,  then  every  four 
hours  for  four  days,  then  report  to  me.  He  had 
been  treated  by  the  physicians  in  our  neighboring 
towns  for  five  months  with  very  little  improvement. 
Said  that  "  my  medicine  had  done  him  more  good 
in  one  week's  time  than  all  the  medicine  he  had 
taken."     He  is  now  well. 

I  might  go  on  and  give  a  long  list  of  the  good 
results  in  my  practice,  but  let  this  suffice. 

New    Preparations. 

The  Quinine-Flower  {Sabbatia  Ellwttii.) — 
The  quinine-flower  is  an  annual  from  twelve  to 
eighteen  inches  high,  has  an  erect  green  stem,  linear 
leaves  of  about  one-half  to  one  inch  in  length, 
and  small  white  flowers.  The  root  consist  of 
numerous   slender  fibres. 

It  is  a  native  of  Florida,  and  is  found  most 
abundantly  in  flat  pine  woods,  in  a  moderately  dry 
soil,  making  its  appearance  in  March  or  April, 
and  flowering  from  July  to  September.  The  speci- 
mens furnished  me  were  gathered  three  or  four 
miles  south  of  Monticello,  in  Jefferson  County. 
In  the  lower  portions  of  the  county  it  is  very 
abundant,  and  is  successfully  employed  by  those 
living  in  its  vicinity  for  the  cure  of  different  types 
of  malarious  fever,  the  whole  plant  being  used, 


either  in  the  form  of  decoction  or  extract,  and 
given  ad  libitum,  or  until  the  patient  feels  the 
effects  of  quinine  in  his  head.  It  is  a  curious  fact 
that  persons  brought  under  the  influence  of  this 
remedy  experience  similar  sensations — such  as  ten- 
sion or  fullness  in  the  head,  ringing  in  the  ears  or 
partial  deafness — as  when  under  the  influence  of 
Quinia,  and  hence  its  name.  Its  reputation  as  an 
anti-periodic  was  established  during  the  late  civil 
war,  when,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  Quinia,  every 
opportunity  was  offered  for  testing  the  relative 
value  of  various  substitutes. 

The  Quinine-flower  is  intensely  and  permanently 
bitter,  yielding  its  properties  to  water  and  alcohol. 
A  saturated  tincture  in  doses  of  one  teaspoonful 
every  two  hours  was  found  sufficient  to  break  the 
paroxysm  of  intermittent  fever.  Larger  quanti- 
ties, however,  may  be  given  in  obstinate  cases,  or  in 
the  remittent  form  of  the  disease.— J.  Dabney 
Palmer,  M.D.,  Monticello,  Florida,  in  Journal  of 
Phartnacy. 


Thuja  Occidentalis. — We  have  recently  re- 
ceived a  number  of  queries  relative  to  the  nature 
and  uses  of  the  arbor  vitae,  and  in  our  last  number 
we  gave  formulae  for  its  preparation.  Since  then 
we  have  solicited  from  Dr.  James  R.  Leaming,  of 
this  city,  some  information  regarding  it,  and  have 
received  in  reply  the  subjoined  memoranda.  Dr. 
Leaming  is  by  no  means  an  enthusiast  concerning 
the  value  of  the  remedy,  and  does  not  claim  for  it 
any  extraordinary  powers,  but  he  has  for  some 
years  past  been  accustomed  to  use  it  occasionally, 
and  says  concerning  it  as  follows : 

"  The  fluid  extract  or  saturated  tincture  may  be 
given  in  drachm  doses  from  three  to  six  times 
daily. 

"  It  may  be  given  for  malignant  disease  or  for 
pulmonary  hemorrhage  in  a  glass  of  milk  or  in  cod- 
liver  oil. 

"  It  may  also  be  applied  to  cancerous  ulcerations 
or  tumors.  It  may  be  applied  in  the  cavity — in  the 
os^or  to  the  cervix  of  the  uterus  in  malignant 
disease,  or  in  non-malignant,  when  there  is  a 
flabby  condition  of  the  parts  with  a  tendency  to 
bleed  ;  and  also,  under  the  same  conditions,,  to  the 
throat.  It  may  be  applied  to  warts,  and  especially 
to  venereal  warts. 

"  It  may  be  given  in  amenorrhoea  from  simple 
causes,  but  does  not  affect  a  healthy  gravid  uterus. 

"  The  elixir  of  thuja  and  glycerine  is  a  more  ele- 
gant mode  of  administering  the  medicine,  and  is  a 
valuable  substitute  for  cod-liver  oil. 

"  The  glycerole  may  be  made  into  suppositories, 
or  it  may  be  mixed  with  the  fluid  extract,  for  appli- 
cation to  the  OS  uteri  upon  a  pessary  of  cotton. 

"  This  medicine  may  become  very  useful  to  the 
practitioner  in  the  treatment  of  malignant  disease, 
especially  in  diminishing  tendencies  to  bleeding 
and  rapid  'progress  of  the  local  disease.  It  also 
relieves  the  violence  of  pain.  In  some  cases  the 
disease  has  disappeared  under  its  use — not  always. 

The  literature  referring  to  this  drug  is  quite  lim- 
ited. A  Kawalier,  of  Vienna,  discovered  a  bitter 
principle,  which  he  called  pinepicrin  (found  also  in 
Pinus  sylvestris),  a  volatile  oil,  sugar,  gelatinous 
matter,  a  variety  of  wax,  resin,  and  tannic  acid 
{Chem.  Gaz.  Feb.  i,  1855,  p.  45)  ;  and  more  recent- 
ly a  peculiar  crystallizable  coloring  principle,  which 
he  termed  thujin,  another  yellow  substance,  which- 
he  called  thujetin,  and  still  a  third,  thujigenin; 
also  a  variety  of  acid,  which  he  named  pinitannic. 
Kawalier's  second  paper  in  the  Chem.  Gaz.,  Nos. 
392-3,  pp.  61  and  68,  1859,  is  said  to  contain  a  full 
description  of  the  processes  he  employed. 

Regarding  the  properties  of   Thuja,  the  wood 
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when  burnt  gives  off  an  agreeable  smell,  which  led 
to  its  former  use  for  sacrificial  purposes.  A  salve 
made  with  the  leaves  used  to  be  a  remedy  employed 
by  the  Indians  for  the  relief  of  rheumatism,  and  a 
poultice  of  the  leaves  made  with  milk  has  been 
highly  spoken  of  for  the  same  purpose.  By  distil- 
lation the  leaves  yield  a  yellowish-green  volatile  oil, 
which  has  been  used  as  a  vermicide.  Boerhaave 
praised  the  action  of  the  distilled  water  as  a  remedy 
for  dropsy. 

Some  years  ago  Dr.  Leaming  contributed  to  the 
N.  V.  Journal  of  Medicine  (N.  S.,  xiv.,  406),  a 
paper  on  the  use  of  thuja  in  affections  believed  to 
be  cancerous,  and  in  venereal  excrescences,  and  in 
1856,  in  the  same  journal,  Dr.  Benedict  recom- 
mended the  strong  tincture  as  an  emmenagogxie. 

Thus  far  thuja  appears  to  have  been  employed 
empirically  only,  but  it  would  seem,  on  reviewing 
the  affections  in  which  it  had  been  of  service,  that 
its  action  may  be  explained  by  a  property  some- 
what similar  to  that  possessed  by  ergot,  namely,  of 
causing  contraction  of  unstriped  muscular  fibres. 
This  would  explain,  in  some  degree,  its  alleged 
power  of  controlling  capillary  hemorrhage,  and  the 
growth  of  vascular  tissues  like  cancer  and  condy- 
lomata.— New  Remedies. 


Malt  as  an  Antiscorbutic. — Considering 
the  exhaustive  nature  of  the  evidence  produced  be- 
fore the  Scurvy  Inquiry  Committee  as  to  the  rela- 
tive merits  of  different  antiscorbutic  articles  of  diet, 
it  is  surprising  no  reference  was  made  to  the  excel- 
lent antiscorbutic  properties  of  malt.  This  property 
was  known  and  fully  valued  by  the  Elizabethan 
mariners,  for  we  learn  from  Hakluyt  that  hogsheads 
of  ale  were  considered  important  adjuncts  in  victu- 
aling a  ship  in  those  days.  Glauber,  the  celebrated 
chemist,  in  a  tract,  entitled  "  Consolation  for  Mari- 
ners," written  about  the  beginning  of  the  seven- 
teenth century,  strongly  advocates  the  claims  of 
malt,  or  sweet  wort,  as  a  preventitive  and  a  remedy 
for  scur\'y.  It  is  probable,  in  these  degenerate  days 
of  light  bitter  ales,  beer  sufficiently  good  to  stand  a 
prolonged  sea-voyage  and  changes  of  climate  could 
not  be  supplied  to  ship-owners  at  rates  moder- 
ate enough  to  enable  them  to  issue  it  as  a 
daily  ration  to  their  crews.  The  abundant  supply 
of  bottled  ale  and  stout,  which  is  generally  to  be 
found  in  the  "cabin,"  is  perhaps  one  of  the  chief 
reasons  why  the  officers  on  board  scurvy-stricken 
ships  are  almost  exempt  from  the  disease.  But  if 
good  ale  is  too  expensive  an  article  to  be  supplied 
to  the  crew,  the  same  can  not  be  urged  against  the 
various  preparations  of  malt.  Dr.  Ralfe,  who  has 
recently  tried  malt  extract  in  a  case  of  scurvy  under 
his  care  at  the  Seaman's  Hospital,  found  the  patient 
improved  considerably  from  its  administration,  in 
sprite  of  his  being  kept  on  strictly  "  scorbutic  "  diet. 
Although  malt  extract  is  inferior  as  an  antiscor- 
butic to  lime-juice  and  potato,  still  its  powers  in 
this  respect  are  undoubtedly  very  high,  and  it  would 
be  a  most  useful  addition  to  the  otherwise  scorbutic 
dietary  of  the  common  sailor.  Malt  extract  is  ex- 
tremely palatable,  and  persons  who  are  in  the  habit 
of  using  it  get  to  like  it  exceedingly.  An  infusion 
of  malt,  to  which  perhaps  a  little  extract  of  hop  is 
added,  would,  we  are  sure,  speedily  become  a  fa- 
vorite brew  in  the  forecastle.  Malt  extract  is  very 
portable,  and  can  be  easily  packed ;  a  great  advan- 
tage to  travelers,  who  carry  it  either  in  jars  in  the 
liquid  state,  or  in  the  solid  form  as  compressed  malt 
in  blocks,  or  made  up  into  lozenges. — Lancet. 


Malt  Extract  as  an  Emulsifier.— Prof- 
fessor  Geo.  F.  H.  Markoe  recently  called  attention 


to  malt  extract  as  an  emulsive  agent  for  cod-liver 
oils  and  other  oleaginous  preparations.  At  the  pres- 
ent time,  when  cod-liver  oil  is  extensively  employed 
as  a  therapeutical  agent,  anything  that  will  neutral- 
ize or  overcome  its  disagreeable  oily  character  and 
bad  taste,  will  be  welcomed  by  patients.  Extract  of 
malt  possesses  the  power  of  producing  a  perfect 
emulsion  with  cod-liver  oil,  and  a  mixture  of  equal 
parts  of  cod-liver  oil  and  extract  of  malt  was  exhib- 
ited, having  a  semi-solid  consistence,  in  which  the 
taste  of  cod-liver  oil  was  more  perfectly  concealed 
than  can  be  accomplished  by  any  other  known  pro- 
cess.— Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 


COTO  Bark  and  Cotoin.  —  The  extra- 
ordinary powers  ascribed  to  this  comparativley 
new  remedy,  in  arresting  and  curing  intestinal 
catarrh,  dysentery,  and  diarrhoea,  in  their 
various  modifications,  appear  to  have  received 
renewed  confirmatioh  through  the  experiments 
made  with  it  by  Drs,  Burkard  and  Rieker  in  the 
Ludwig's  Hospital  at  Stuttgart.  The  remedy  was 
employed  by  them  in  the  shape  of  powder,  at  tinc- 
ture, and  in  the  form  .  of  active  principle,  cotoin. 
The  powdered  bark,  when  placed  on  the  tongue, 
has  a  sharp  aromatic  taste,  which  soon  increases  in 
intensity,  and  becomes  very  disagreeable.  It  in- 
creases the  flow  of  saliva,  and  its  effect  is  felt  for 
some  time  after  it  has  been  removed  from  the 
mouth.  Doses  of  0.5  gm.,  given  internally,  generally 
produce  a  burning  sensation  in  the  stomach,  and 
very  generally  eructations  and  vomiting,  making 
this  form  of  exhibition  undesirable.  Nevertheless, 
in  one  case,  where  the  patient  retained  a  single  dose 
of  0.6  gm.  (9.2  grains),  all  gastric  catarrh  dis- 
appeared in  two  days.  The  effects  of  the  tincture 
(1:9)  are  even  more  disagreeable  then  those  of  the 
powdered  bark  itself  ;  it  is  very  difficult  to  make 
patients  take  the  remedy  after  they  have  once  ex- 
perienced its  unpleasant  effects.  These  latter,  how- 
ever, are  mainly  caused  by  constituents  of  a  resin- 
ous «haracter,  as  well  as  by  an  essential  oil,  in 
which  the  peculiar  specific  action  of  the  remedy  is 
not  believed  to  reside.  The  employment  of  the  ac- 
tive principle,  cotoin,  therefore  removes  all  obstacles 
which  might  otherwise  cause  the  rejection  of  the 
remedy.  In  the  first  place,  only  very  small  doses 
are  necessary  to  produce  the  desired  effect,  and  be- 
sides no  secondary  disturbances  of  any  kind,  nor 
any  disagreeable  sensations  are  produced  by  it. 
According  to  the  investigations  of  Jobst,  cotoin 
must  be  classed  to  the  so-called  indifferent  prin- 
ciples ;  and  it  is  not  only  "  indifferent  "  chemically, 
but  even  physiologically ;  for  on  administering  it  to 
animals,  not  the  slightest  change  of  any  physiolo- 
gical functions  could  be  observed,  even  in  doses  of 
one  gramme.  This  absence  of  toxic  effects  is  no 
doubt  a  great  advantage,  in  comparison  with  those 
remedies  upon  which  we  mostly  rely  in  such  dis- 
eases, namely  opium  and  lead.  Although  cotoin 
may  seem  to  be  much  more  expensive  than  any 
other  antidiarrhoeic  remedy,  it  is  not  so  in  reality, 
for  only  very  small  and  infrequent  doses  need  be 
employed.  Eleven  cases  of  gastric  catarrh  and 
diarrhoea  have  been  treated  with  the  remedy,  of 
which  0.05 — 0.08  gm.  were  dissolved  in  120  gm.  of 
distilled  water,  to  which  ten  drops  of  alcohol  were 
added,  and  the  solution  mixed  with  thirty  gm.  of 
syrup.  A  tablespoonful  was  administerd  hourly. 
Some  of  the  cases  were  of  old  standing,  some  were 
very  severe  attacks  of  cholera  morbus,  and  a  num- 
ber of  them  had  either  been  but  little  benefitted  by 
opium,  tannin,  or  lead  acetate,  or  not  been  bettered 
at  all.  The  above  mixture  produced  speedy  im- 
provement, generally  in  a  few  hours,  and  complete 
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recovery  in  from  twelve  hours  to  six  days. — Buchn. 
Repert.f.  Ph.,  1876,  520. 


COTO  Bark. — About  five  pounds  of  this  bark 
were  forwarded  to  Dr.  Wittstein  by  the  house  of 
Rudolph  Martins,  in  Hamburg,  with  the  following 
information  :  "  This  bark  is  from  the  so-called  mis- 
sions in  the  interior  of  Bolivia,  whence  also  cinchona 
bark  is  obtained,  and  costs  about  the  same  price. 
It  is  recommended  in  the  form  of  a  powder  or  al- 
coholic extract  for  diarrhoea  and  colic,  also  for  neu- 
ralgic toothache  ;  externally  as  tincture,  for  rheuma- 
tism and  gout."  It  occurs  in  pieces  from  two  to 
three  decimeters  long,  and  from  eight  to  fourteen 
millimeters  in  diameter.  Externally  it  is  reddish- 
yellow  cinnamon  brown,  internally,  darker.  The 
very  aromatic  smell  recalls  cardamoms,  camphor 
and  cinnamon.  The  taste  also  is  aromatic  and 
faintly  bitter,  but  neither  mucilaginous  nor  astring- 
ent. 

Dr.  Wittstein  found  in  the  bark  (i)  A  volatile  oil, 
pale-yellow,  of  a  powerful  aromatic  odor,  and  biting, 
peppery  aromatic  taste,  lighter  than  water.  (2)  A 
volatile  alkaloid  of  a  briny  and  urinous  smell,  resem- 
bling propylamine  or  thrimethylamine.  (3)  A  soft 
resin,  yellow-brown,  aromatic  in  odor,  of  a  biting 
taste  and  a  pitchy  consistence,  which  it  retains  even 
after  many  weeks'  exposure  to  the  summer  air  ;  it  is 
easily  soluble  in  ether,  chloroform,  alcohol ;  difficultly 
soluble  in  benzol,  scarcely  soluble  in  carbon  bisul- 
phide. The  solutions  have  an  acid  reaction.  It 
dissolves  freely  in  ammonia  and  the  fixed  alkalies, 
and  is  repricipitated  from  such  solution  by  acids  ; 
it  forms  about  fourteen  per  cent,  of  the  bark.  (4)  A 
hard  resin,  dark-brown,  brittle,  inodorous,  and  taste- 
less, somewhat  bitter  in  alcoholic  solution ;  easily 
soluble  in  alcohol  (the  solution  has  an  acid  reaction), 
insoluble  in  ether,  benzol,  chloroform,  carbon  bisul- 
phide ;  easily  soluble  in  alkalies,  and  reprecipitated 
by  acids.  It  forms  about  ten  per  cent,  of  the  bark. 
In  addition  to  these,  the  bark  contains,  starch,  gum, 
sugar,  oxalate  of  calcium,  iron-greening  tannin, 
formic,  butyric,  and  acetic  acids.  Dr.  Wittstein  is 
of  opinion  that  a  tincture  of  the  bark  will  be  the 
best  form  of  administering  it — one  part  of  the  coar- 
sely-powdered bark  to  nine  parts  of  rectified  spirit. 
A  tincture  of  this  strength  was  accordingly  used  by 
Prof,  von  Giek  in  seven  cases  of  diarrhoea,  and  the 
powder  in  eight  other  cases.  Ten  drops  of  the 
tincture  were  given  every  two  hours,  and  of  the 
powder  half  a  grain  four  or  six  times  a  day.  From 
his  observations.  Dr.  von  Giek  concludes  that  coto 
bark  is  a  specific  against  diarrhcea  in  its  various 
modifications. 


No  experiments  are  reported  of  attempts  to  prove 
the  reputed  efficacy  of  the  bark  in  rheumatism  or 
gout. — Archiv  der  Pharmacie. 


Tincture  Goto  Bark. — This  tincture,  pre- 
pared from  a  Peruvian  bark,  has  been  used  by  Dr. 
Mader  as  a  remedy  for  diarrhoea  in  some  thirty 
cases.  It  is  given  in  doses  of  ten  drops  once  in 
two  hours  up  to  as  high  as  ninety  drops  in  a  day. 
Owing  to  its  acrid  taste  it  should  be  given  diluted 
with  water,  and  extract  of  liquorice  should  be  added. 
It  proved  itself  a  good  astringent  in  the  cases  men- 
tioned, but  not  equal  to  opium.  It  will  require 
further  experience  to  determine  whether  it  will  have 
special  value  in  the  diarrhoeas  of  children,  where  it 
is  undesirable  to  give  opium. — Bericht  der  k.  k. 
Krankenanstalt  Rudolph  Sttftung,  in  Wien,  1875. 


Goto  Bark  in  Diarrhcea  and  Rheumatism. 
— ^This  new  bark,  from  Bolivia,  is  said,  by  Professor 
Giete,  of  Munich,  to  be  a  specific  against  diarrhoea 
in  its  most  diverse  forms.  He  administers  it  in 
doses  of  0.5  gramme  of  the  fine  powder  four  or  six 
times  a  day.  Of  the  tincture,  he  usually  gives  ten 
minims  every  two  hours.  In  Bolivia,  whence  the 
plant  was  sent,  it  is  regarded  as  a  remedy  against 
rheumatism  and  gout. —  The  Medical  Brief. 


Bromide  of  Gamphor. — Numerous  facts  ob- 
served by  foreign  and  French  physicians  in  hospitals 
or  in  private  practice,  show  most  evidently  that 
bromide  of  camphor  exerts  a  sedative  action  on  the 
nervous  system,  and  that  it  will  be  of  great  service 
in  the  treatment  of  nervous  disorders  which  accom- 
pany affections  of  the  respiratory  organs,  of  the 
heart  and  of  the  urino-genital  organs. 

Heretofore  it  has  been  impossible  to  prepare  a 
syrup  of  bromide  of  camphor,  and  the  preparations 
which  have  constantly  been  employed  by  French 
physicians  in  the  treatment  of  cases  mentioned  in 
this  article  are  Dr.  GHn's  capsules  and  dragees. 
They  are  most  carefully  prepared.  The  capsules 
contain  each  four  grains,  and  the  dragees  two  grains 
of  bromide  of  camphor.  The  consequence  of  this 
is  that  the  physician  can,  with  security,  graduate  the 
doses  according  to  circumstances.  According  to  Dr. 
Pathault,  they  can  be  used  indistinctively,  but  when 
prescribed  in  large  doses  the  use  of  capsules  will  be 
found  preferable,  especially  as  they  are  small,  and 
are  covered  with  a  thin  coating  of  gluten  which  dis- 
solves rapidly  in  the  stomach. —  The  Medical  Brief. 
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Not  long  since  I  was  called 
Ustilago  Maidis.  to  take  charge  of  the  case  of  a 
lady  in  labor  with  a  third  child. 
She  had  been  in  labor  for  24  hours  before  I  saw 
t^e  case.  The  attending  physician,  a  homeopathist, 
proposed  to  give  chloroform  and  deliver  with  for- 
ceps, hence  the  change  of  physicians.  This  change 
took  place  in  early  morning  ;  on  making  an  examin- 
ation, I  found  but  very  little  progress  of  the  child,  not 
enough  to  tell  what  the  presentation  might  be ;  pains 
about  thirty  minutes  apart,  and  but  light  at  that — 
yet  my  predecessor  had  proposed  instruments  (pro- 
posed death,  I  think).  I  proposed  to  wait  and  see 
what  nature  would  do  in  the  case.  At  about  the 
middle  of  the  afternoon,  (as  things  remained  in 
statu  quo,)  I  commenced  the  administration  of  fid. 
ext.  ustilago  maidis  in  3  i  doses  every  hour.  This 
brought  on  very  efficient  pains,  and  at  about  eight 
o'clock  P.  M.  the  woman  was  delivered  of  a  large 
healthy  child.  The  action  of  the  ustilago  was  very 
different  from  that  of  ergot ;  between  pains  the  wo- 
man was  at  perfect  ease,  not  so  with  ergot,  as  every 
physician  knows.  No  more  ergot  for  me  in  such 
cases  !  Give  me  ustilago  before  forceps  or  ergot 
either.  Dr.  W.  C.  Paramore. 

Valparaiso,  Porter  Co.,  Ind.,  Oct.  9,  1877. 


Dr.  Younkin  has  been  using  us- 
Ustilago  Maidis.  tilago  maidis  in  the  treatment  of 
hemorrhoids  with  success.  His 
plan  has  been  to  inject  the  tumor  with  the  remedy  by 
means  of  a  hypodermic  syringe.  He  adds  a  few  drops 
of  carbolic  acid  to  the  injection  mixture.  He  says 
he  prefers  the  action  of  ustilago  when  thus  used,  to 
that  of  ergot. 


I    desire   the   profession    to 
Grindelia  Robusta.  know  the   value    of    grindelia 
robusta  in  asthmatic  affections, 
as  proved  in  my  own,  and  other  cases. 

My  age  is  39, — robust  constitution,  weight  190. 
For  seven  years,  commencing  in  July  or  August, 
and  terminating  in  October  or  November,  I  have 
been  afflicted  with  hay  asthma.  From  July  14th  to 
August  1st,  1876,  my  distress  was  greater  than 
ever  before — I  was  obliged  to  sit  in  a  stooping 
posture  every  night ;  could  not  even  rest  my  shoul- 
ders against  the  back  of  the  chair,  though  I  was  able 
to  attend  my  usual  business  during  each  day.  I  had 
made  use  of  every  remedy  known  to  the  profession, 
but  without  satisfactory  results.  Those  only,  who 
have  experienced  such  distress,  can  imagine  my 
suffering. 

My  attention  was  called  to  Grindelia  Robusta,  by 
my  friend  Dr.  Leonard.  As  no  dose  was  specified, 
I  prepared  the  following : 

'Bf  Fluid  extract  grindelia  robusta  %i 
Syrupi  simplicis  f  f  iij 
M.  One  teaspoonful  at  the  commencement  of  a 
paroxysm  gave  complete  relief  in  from  three  to  five 
minutes.  Continued  the  remedy  (same  dose)  three 
or  four  times  daily,  for  a  few  weeks.  The  "season" 
of  1877  has  passed  with  only  a  slight  attack.  Only 
a  few  doses  required  to  give  complete  relief. 

I  will  give  another  case.  Frank  L.,  aged  8  years 
— afflicted  with  asthma  from  birth — worse  from 
July  to  October.  Complete  cure  effected  by  using 
two  prescriptions  as  above.  Have  prescribed  it  in 
other  cases  with  similar  results. 

R.  WILSON  WALTERS,  M.  D. 
Chagrin  Falls,  Ohio,  Dec.  20,  18:77. 


I  have  been  using  several  new  re- 
Damiana.  medies  during  the  past  year  and  have 
not  been  disappointed  in  any  that  I 
have  tried.  I  had  one  patient  who  had  by  sexual 
abuse  become  partially  impotent.  One  four-ounce 
bottle  of  fluid  extract  of  Damiana  perfectly  restored 
his  sexual  powers.  W.  H.  DICE,  M.  D. 

COLOMA,  Mo.,  Nov.  15,  1877. 


I   have   used    the  fluid   extract  of 
Damiana.       Damiana  of  Parke,    Davis  &  Co.   in 

my  practice  in  drachm  doses,  and 
find  it  to  be  a  tonic  in  impaired  action  of  the  gener- 
ative organs.  One  patient  said  he  had  not  had  an 
erection  of  the  penis  for  three  years.  By  taking  fl.ext. 
of  Damiana  he  had  regained  all  erective  powers.  It 
acts  powerfully  on  the  kidneys.  I  think  a  half- 
drachm  doses,  three  times  daily,  sufficient. 

'•^  '  •'"    R.  L.  BLAKELEY,  M.  D. 
ROCKFORD,  Mich.,  Nov.  6th,  1877. 


Guarana. 


Allow  me  to  say  that  I  have  used 
your  new  preparation  "  Guarana  "  for 
sick  headache  with  most  decided  suc- 
cess, having  given  relief  in  one  case  for  full  three 
months,  where  for  about  fourteen  years  one  to  three 
attacks  were  looked  for  each  week. 

W.  D.  RANKIN,  M.  D. 
Allegheny  City,  Pa.,  Nov.  28,  1877. 


Verba  Santa  ^  ^^^^  ^°''  ^^  P^^t  year  been 

Berberis  Aquifolium.  J^  Jf^JP^   ""^   y^"'   ^°"'"^] 
^  New  Preparations,  and 

found  it  quite  valuable.     Have  been  using  Berberis 

for  cutaneous  diseases  with  success,  and  find  Yerba 

Santa  valuable  in  chronic  bronchitis,  particularly 

in  old  people. 

If  there  is  asthmatic  breath- 
Grindelia  Robusta.      ing  Grindelia  Robusta  assists 
materially. 

I  am  now  prescribing  Cas- 
Cascara  Saj^rado.     cara  Sagrado  for  constipation  ; 
cannot   as   yet   testify    to    its 
effects,  not  having  had  time. 

Cactus  Grandiflorus  I  find 
Cactus  Grandiflorus.    useful  in  functional  disturb- 
of  the  heart. 

Eucalyptus  Globulus    I 
Eucalyptus  Globulus,     have  tried  for  the  past  two 

years,  but  do  not   find  it 

6IT1C^C10US 

St.  Louis,  Nov.,  1877.    W.  A.  WILCOX,  M.D. 


*  *  *  We  need  a  journal 
Phosphide  Zinc,  devoted  exclusively  to  the  intro- 
duction of  new  remedies,  and 
the  publication  of  all  that  is  known  in  relation  to 
them.  I  am  now  prescribing  a  pill  composed  of 
phosphide  zinc  i-iogr.  and  nux  vomica  3^  gr.  The 
patient  complains  of  a  burning  in  the  stomach  and 
its  cardiac  orifice.  Whether  the  pills  cause  it  or 
not  I  have  no  means  of  knowing.  I  stop  them  oc- 
casionally, not  knowing  but  they  do. 

Salicylic  Acid  is  another  new 
Salicylic  Acid,  remedy  we  need  more  information 
about.  There  are  complaints 
made  as  to  its  causing  disagreeable  sensations  in 
the  stomach  and  in  its  cardiac  orifice.  To  avoid 
this  I  have  been  giving  a  prescription  as  follows  : 
1^  Glycerine     g.    l  s  ■■■     Salicylic  acid         3  iij 


Aqua  dist. 


\  liij 


Bicarbonate  soda  1  iij 


lo 
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This  being  well  mixed  is  used  in  doses  of  a  table- 
spoonful  every  two  or  three  hours.  I  am  not  pleas- 
ed with  this  formula,  and  yet  know  not  how  to  bet- 
ter it.  It  would  be  pleasing  to  me  for  someone  to 
write  articles  for  your  journal,  giving  the  best  modes 
of  administration,  and  the  full  effects  of  these  re- 
medies. Can  you,  or  someone  of  your  friends,  get 
time  to  do  this  ? 

Wet  Glaize,  Mo.,  Nov.  22,  1877. 

W.  M.  DODSON,  M.  D. 


*  *  *  I  am  using  several  of 
Salicylic  Acid,  your  new  preparations  and  am 
well  pleased  with  the  results  thus 
far.  I  also  think  every  doctor  in  the  land  should 
read  your  little  gem  of  New  Preparations,  who 
wishes  to  keep  up  with  the  times. 

I  hope  you  received  my  order  and  stamps  for 
1878.  I  have  just  had  a  very  severe  case  of  articular 
rheumatism  acute,  for  which  I  prescribed  Salicylic 
Acid  in  twenty  grain  doses,  every  two  hours,  in 
combination  with  bicarb,  soda  and  glycerine,  which 
relieved  my  patient  of  pain  in  two  or  three  hours. 
I  don't  think  I  ever  saw  anybody  sweat  more  freely 
in  my  life  than  he  did  after  taking  the  fourth  dose ; 
as  soon  as  the  perspiration  was  fully  established  all 
the  pain  ceased,  and  has  not  returned  at  this  writ- 
ing, third  day.  One  objection  I  find  to  the  elixir 
salicylic  acid  is,  there  is  not  enough  of  the  medicine 
in  a  fluid  3  .  Just  think,  you  must  give  §  ii  ss.  at 
one  dose  to  get  gr.  xx,  which  is  too  large.  Please 
excuse  my  criticism. 

I   think    your    Dialyzed    Iron 

Dialyzed  Iron,      much   superior  to  the  old  Chlor. 

Tr.  of  Iron,  at  least  it  has  given 

me  full  satisfaction  in  regard  to  its  therapeutical 

effects,  to  say  nothing  of  its  pleasantness  to  take. 

I  have  not  yet  tried  "  Jaborandi,"  but  will  do  so 
soon.  W.  M.  CAMPBELL,  M.  D. 

Eaton,  Ohio,  Nov.  23,  1877. 


I  am  much  pleased  with  your 
Potassa  Fusa.  efforts  to  lay  before  us  new  reme- 
dies. Old  medicines  used  in  a 
new  way  amount  to  about  the  same  thing  as  new 
ones  ;  accordingly  I  offer  you  Potassa  fusa,  of  the 
U.  S.  Pharmacopoeia,  and  present  myself  as  the  first 
patient  on  which  I  tried  it.  Having  been  a  sufferer 
for  many  years  with  chronic  rheumatism,  of  the 
sciatic  form,  which  at  times  incapacitated  me  for 
labor,  and  knowing  well  the  long  continued  course 
of  medication  necessary  to  remove  it,  as  usually 
prescribed  in  our  standard  works  on  the  practice  of 
medicine,  I  determined  to  seek  something  new. 
Accordingly  I  put  a  drachm  of  caustic  potash  in  a 
quart  of  soft  hot  water  and  had  the  entire  surface 
of  my  body  thoroughly  sponged  with  it.  I  did  not 
take  a  single  grain  of  medicine  internally :  the  orily 
thing  I  did  in  addition  to  the  sponging  was  to  wet 
a  piece  of  flannel  in  a  solution  of  caustic  ammonia 
and  apply  to  the  most  painful  parts.  This  simple 
course  in  three  days  time  effected  a  cure.  My 
friend,  Dr.  Browning,  who  has  long  been  a  sufferer 
with  chronic  rheumatism  of  the  joints,  upon  my  re- 
commendation, tried  the  same  course,  and  informs 
me  that  the  first  application  gave  him  entire  relief. 
If  you  think  worth  while  to  publish  these  cases  do 
so, 

I  have  tried  the  fluid  ex- 
Eucalyptus   Globulus,    tract  Eucalyptus  Globulus 

in  two  cases  of  intermittent 
fever  with  success  ;  so  far  I  am  well  pleased  with  it. 

J.  W.  HAWKINS.  M,  D. 
Canton,  Lewis  Co.,  Mo, 


Having  read  with  consider- 
Chlor- Anodyne,  able  interest  favorable  reports 
of  many  of  the  new  remedies 
published  in  your  medical  journal  and  sent  broad 
cast  over  the  length  and  breadth  of  this  country, 
was  induced,  as  many  others  have  been,  to  test  the 
claims  of  several  of  them  to  the  attention  and  con- 
fidence of  the  profession,  and  now  being  able  to 
speak  from  personal  observation  and  experience 
relative  to  their  reUability,  am  happy  to  add  my 
testimony  in  favor  of  their  therapeutical  value  and 
merit. 

The  Chlor-Anodyne  is  a  choice  compound  pos- 
sessing superior  merits  as  a  remedial  agent  in  dis- 
eases for  which  it  is  recommended.  I  have  parti- 
sularly  tried  it  in  neuralgia,  after  other  remedies 
had  been  given  with  little  or  no  benefit,  and  it  has 
acted  like  a  charm,  subduing  all  pain  and  inducing 
a  quiet  placid  condition  of  the  system  without  any 
of  those  objectionable  conditions  following  the  use 
of  many  of  our  more  common  anodynes.  I  think 
it  would  be  quite  difficult  to  supply  its  place  by  any 
other  article,  or  compound,  known  to  the  profession. 

The  Extract  of  Malt,  with  its 
Extract  of  Malt,  various  combinations,  coming 
from  the  laboratory  of  Parke, 
Davis  &  Co.,  merit,  as  I  believe,  much  commenda- 
tion. Of  that  preparation,  combining  pyrophos- 
phates of  iron  and  quinine,  I  can  more  particularly 
speak,  having  tested  the  remedy  to  my  entire  satis- 
faction in  well  marked  cases  indicating  its  use,  only 
one  of  which  I  will  attempt  to  give  in  this  connec- 
tion. A  young  gentleman,  employed  as  clerk  in 
one  of  the  wholesale  dry  goods  establishments  in 
this  city,  had  been  running  down  for  a  considerable 
time  till  he  became  too  feeble  and  debilitated  to 
perform  the  duties  of  his  position,  although  he  had 
tried  tonics  and  the  ordinary  remedies  in  such  cases 
with  little  or  no  benefit.  Under  these  discouraging, 
circumstances  I  put  him  on  the  use  of  the  above 
compound  ;  a  change  for  the  better  was  produced 
in  his  condition  at  once,  and  his  recuperation  was 
rapid,  and  restoration  to  health  and  strength  per- 
fect, all  of  which  was  accomplished  in  a  much 
shorter  time,  and  more  effectually  than  I  think 
could  have  been  done  by  any  other  remedy  with 
which  I  am  acquainted. 

The  Yerba  Santa,  so  favorably 
Yerba  Santa,  noticed  and  ably  commented  upon 
by  contributors  in  your  journal  as 
the  remedy  par  excellence  in  those  long  standing 
chronic,  laryngeal  and  bronchial  difficulties,  that 
seem  to  baffle  our  skill,  and  resist  the  curative  pro- 
perties of  the  most  popular  remedies  of  the  day,  has 
proven  of  such  singular  efficacy  in  several  well 
marked  cases  of  throat  and  lung  trouble  under  my 
observation,  that  I  think  it  entitled  to  more  than  a 
passing  remark  in  this  place. 

I  am  happy  to  bear 
Gentiana    Quinquefiora.     testimony  in  favor  of  the 

anti-periodic  properties 
of  the  Gentiana  Quinquefiora.  In  its  administration 
I  have  seen  results  more  favorable  in  the  removal 
of  chills  and  fevers  than  those  of  quinine,  and  es- 
pecially in  debilitated  conditions  of  the  system  from 
hepatic  and  bilious  complaints  its  alterative  and 
tonic  properties  seem  to  be  admirably  adapted  for 
bringing  about  a  favorable  condition  in  the  shortest 
time  and  best  manner  of  any  of  our  remedial  agents 
in  such  cases.  No  doubt  but  this  article,  though 
but  recently  introduced  to  the  notice  of  the  medical 
world,  is  destined  to  occupy  a  high  place  among 
the  best  remedies  in  bilious  and  liver  complaints 
known  to  the  profession. 
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Several  of  the  other  new  remedies  I  have  used 
with  resuhs  more  or  less  favorable,  but  not  to  such 
an  extent  as  to  enable  me  to  report  satisfactorily 
on  the  result  in  this  number  of  the  journal. 

Promising  at  some  future  time  additional  facts, 
I  close  with  an  apology  for  the  length  and  many 
imperfections  of  my  communication. 

Detroit,  Dec,  1877.      A.  HARLOW,  M.D. 


The  gelatine-coated   pill 
Gelatine-Coated  Pills,  that  has  recently  acquired 

favor  with  our  profession 
needs  a  more  careful  investigation  of  its  solubility 
than  it  has  hitherto  received  by  those  who  are  ex- 
perienced in  its  use. 

Like  all  new  preparation  of  drugs  they  are  her- 
alded over  the  country  as  the  best  known,  and  im- 
proved preparation  that  has  ever  been  offered  in 
any  market.  I  have  used  the  gelatine-coated  pill 
in  Dispensaries  as  well  as  in  private  practice,  and 
have  concluded  that  while  the  pill  in  many  instances 
is  all  that  is  claimed  for  it,  in  many  others  it  is  not 
what  we  are  asked  to  believe,  /.  e.  readily  soluble 
in  the  stomach.  I  have  given  the  gelatine-coated 
cinchonidia  pill,  and  have  seen  it  after  remaining  in 
the  alimentary  canal  24  hours,  pass  from  the  patient 
with  the  gelatine  unremoved  from  the  mass.  A 
brother  physician  said  to  me  that  he  had  given  a 
gelatine-coated  anti-periodic  pill  for  a  considerable 
time,  and  at  short  intervals,  Avithout  any  noticeable 
effects ;  when  upon  examination  of  his  patient  he 
found  to  his  "disgust  that  the  pills  were  passed  with- 
out being  dissolved."  That  the  solubility  of  the 
pill  should  be  more  carefully  studied  by  our  profes- 
sion before  it  is  used  further,  I  think,  many  will 
agree  with  me. 

Chicago,  Nov.  28,  1877.    W.  F.  LEWIS,  M.D. 


In  the  October  num- 
Carbazotate  (Picrate)  of  ber  of  your  journal  I  no- 
Ammonium,  tice  under  the  heading 
"  Substitutes  for  Quin- 
ine "  some  remarks  about  sulph.  cinchonidia  by 
Dr.  Wright,  of  Troy.  I  used  it  extensively  for  some 
and  at  first  did  not  have  as  good  success  as  I  could 
wish.  I  have  also  used  nearly  two  thousand  pills 
of  Carbazotate  (Picrate)  of  Ammonium,  and  at  first 
this  "  substitute  "  in  a  measure  failed,  but  since  I 
have  used  both  of  the  above  named,  in  conjunction, 
I  have  had  as  good  success  as  I  ever  had  with 
quinine,  and  in  a  great  proportion  of  cases,  better. 
My  plan  has  been  to  give  them  alternately,  four 
hours  apart,  say  for  an  adult,  five  to  eight  grains 
of  the  cinchonidia  to  commence,  and  two  pills  of 
carbazotate  four  hours  after,  so  regulating  the  alter- 
nation that  the  patient  shall  take  the  pills  during 
the  fever.  I  have  in  the  majority  of  intermittents 
found  six  powders  and  twelve  pills  to  accomplish  a 
cure,  with  less  liability  to  a  return  than  if  treated 
wholly  with  quinine.  The  pills  I  used  were  half- 
grain,  manufactured  by  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  Since 
I  have  adopted  this  mode  of  treatment  I  have  had 
no  complaint  made  about  the  head  symptoms  so 
generally  referred  to  quinine. 

W.  E.  HUGHES,  M.  D. 
CUSTAR,  Ohio,  Nov.  1 2th,  1877. 


Substitutes  for  Quinine. 


I  have  been  examining 
Sulph.  Cinchonidia.  your  progressive  quarterly 
New  Preparations,  and 
I  am  very  highly  pleased  with  it.  I  hope  it  may 
meet  with  a  warm  reception  on  the  part  the  pro- 
fession throughout  the  country.  In  perusing  its 
pages  I  find  under  the  heading  of  "  Substitutes  for 
Quinine  "  some  remarks  on  the  medicinal  effects  of 
sulph.  cinchonidia.  I  have  been  using  it  in  my 
practice  for  over  three  years.  My  experience  with 
the  remedy  has  not  been  very  extensive,  and  yet  it 
is  sufficient  to  enable  me  to  express  my  opinion  as 
to  its  merits.  I  have  used  about  forty  or  fifty  oun- 
ces of  sulphate  cinchonidia,  and  it  has  given  the 
best  satisfaction  in  at  least  four-fifths  of  the  cases 
in  which  I  have  used  it.  I  usually  give  it  in  pow- 
ders, in  one-third  larger  doses  than  quinia,  and  it 
usually  stops  the  paroxysms  of  ordinary  ague  imme- 
diately. For  ordinary  intermittents  I  consider  it 
fully  equal  to  quinine.  As  a  tonic  I  consider  it  su- 
perior to  sulphate  of  quinine. 

S.  A.  TILFORD,  M.  D. 
Martinsville,  Ind.,  January  2d,  1878. 


*  *  *  I  will  say  this  in  regard  to 
Cinchonidia.  antiperiodics,  concerning  which  there 
is  so  much  diversity  of  opinion,  I  have 
not  found  cinchonidia  as  reliable,  except  in  large 
doses,  as  many  report  it.  My  opinion  is  that  it  is 
not  equal  to  quinine  as  an  antiperiodic,  although  a 
valuable  remedy.  P.  W.  PAYNE,  M.  D. 

Franklin,  Ind.,  Dec.  7,  1877. 


I  noticed  in  the  April  and  July 
Sulph.  Cinchonia.    numbers  of  your  valuable  jour- 
nal the  articles  on  substitutes 
for  quinia. 

My  attention  was  called  to  Sulph.  Cinchonia  as 
a  substitute  for  quinia  by  an  article  in  the  Medical 
and  Surgical  Journal  (PhWa..),  Feb.  1864. 

I  have  been  using  sulph.  of  cinchonia  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  quinia  for  nine  years  to  the  exclusion  of 
all  other  preparations,  and  it  has  given  me  perfect 
satisfaction  as  an  anti-periodic  and  febrifuge,  prov- 
ing in  all  cases  equal  to  and  in  some  superior  to 
quinia. 

As  an  anti-periodic  the  action  is  more  permanent 
and  lasting  than  quinia,  and  not  producing  tinnitus 
aurium  as  when  quinia  is  used. 

The  dose  need  not  be  larger  than  of  quinia  to 
produce  positive  results. 

D.  J.  COOPERIDER,  M.  D. 

Taylorsville,  Ind. 


I  am  just  in  receipt  of  the 
Sulph.  Cinchonidia.  October  number  of  New 
Preparations  and  have  pe- 
rused it,  as  I  always  do,  with  considerable  interest. 
I  was  much  astonished  at  reading  of  the  poor 
success  that  Dr.  Wright,  of  Troy,  Ohio,  has  had  in 
using  sulph.  cinchonidia  in  his  practice.  I  have 
been  using  it  constantly  in  my  practice  for  the  last 
four  years,  and  find  it  to  be  in  my  hands  as  good 
an  antiperiodic  agent  as  sulph.  quinia.  I  am  using 
it  altogether  in  the  County  Infirmary,  where  I  have 
to  treat  many  old  and  obstinate  cases  of  malarial 
fever  of  all  types,  quotidian,  tertian,  etc.,  some  of 
which  had  passed  into  chronic  form  of  long  stand- 
ing before  being  admitted  into  the  institution,  and 
in  not  a  single  case  has  it  failed  to  arrest  the  par- 
oxysms at  once.  My  faith  in  cinchonidia  cannot 
be  shaken. 
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Guarana. 

my  patients 


I  have  also  used  your  fluid  extract  of 
Guarana  for  sick  headache,  and  always 
with  the  happy  result  of  speedy  relief  to 


I  am  very  favorably  impressed 
Dialyzed    Iron,     with  Dialyzed  Iron  from  the  fact 
that  it  is  a  more  pleasant  form  to 
take,  and  has  no  injurious  effect  on  the  teeth,  stom- 
ach or  bowels,   which  is  certainly  a  great  recom- 
mendation,  though  it  may  not   be   superior  in  its 
therapeutical  effects  to  the  old  "  liq.  ferri  chlo." 
W.  M.  CAMPBELL,  M.  D. 
Eaton,  Ohio,  Nov.  10,  1877. 


I  notice  in  your  journal 
Sulph.  Ci:ichonidia.  that  communications  are  so- 
licited. I  have  used  over 
one  hundred  ounces  of  Sulph.  Cinchonidia  in 
my  practice  within  this  year  and  last  year.  I  have 
used  it  in  all  cases  where  quinine  was  indicated, 
and  I  have  found  it  fully  equal  in  its  effects  to 
quinine.  I  have  not  found  it  producing  any  of  the 
effects  that  I  see  ascribed  to  it  by  T.  M.  Wright, 
M.  D.,  in  the  October  number  of  your  journal. 

My  experience  with  Eu- 
Eucalyptus  Globulus,     calyptus  Globulus  has  not 

been  very  extensive,  but  I 
have  a  case  that  I  will  report.  Mrs.  A — ,  aged  35, 
called  me  to  see  her  January  ist,  1877.  I  found 
her  anasarcal,  urine  scanty  and  high  colored,  and 
upon  testing  it  I  found  albumen  in  abundance.  She 
had  been  under  the  treatment  of  another  physician 
for  eight  weeks  without  any  benefit.  I,  after  mak- 
ing an  examination,  prescribed  eucalyptus  globulus 
fl.  ext.  §  i,  ten  drops  three  times  a  day,  to  be  taken  on 
empty  stomach.  Her  digestion  being  bad  I  ordered 
lactopeptine  in  five-grain  doses.  The  treatment 
was  continued  for  eight  weeks,  the  dropsy  gradually 
decreasing,  and  now,  after  eight  months,  shows  no 
signs  of  returning.  She  is  enjoying  a  moderate 
degree  of  health.  A.  P.  MURRAY,  M.  D. 

Albany,  Delaware  Co.,  Ind.,  Nov.  12th,  1877. 


We  live  in  the  midst  of  a  malarial 
Cinchonidia.  region  where  it  becomes  necessary 
daily  and  even  hourly  to  prescribe 
anti-periodics  of  all  kinds.  We  have  for  the  last 
two  years  used  much  of  the  new  alkaloid  cinchoni- 
dia, and  regard  it  as  differing  little  from  quinia  in 
its  effects  and  power  to  control  all  forms  of  malarial 
disease.     For  the  purpose  of  breaking  an  ague  it 


requires  to  be  given  in  larger  doses  than  the  quinia 
with  this  exception  there  is  no  other  difference. 
Drs.  MILNER  &  AMBROSE. 
ROCKPORT,  Ind.,  Nov.  17th,  1877. 


Cinchonidia   Sulph. 


In  ordinary  intermittents, 
for  adults,  I  prescribe. 


Cinchonidia  Sulph.    3/ 

Acid  Sulph.  Arotn.  q.  s. 
ft.  massa.  Equally  divided,  the  mass  nicely  fills 
four  of  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s  empty  capsules.  To 
be  taken  singly  during  intermission  ;  the  first  soon 
as  fever  cools,  the  last,  at  least,  three  hours,  before 
chill  time,  the  other  two  in  the  interim,  dividing  the 
time  as  nearly  equally  as  convenient. 

In  the  above  manner  I  have  used  one  hundred 
and  fifty  ounces  of  Cinchonidia  with  entire  satisfac- 
tion, failures  being  rare,  and  my  patients  seldom 
complaining  of  nausea  or  cinchonism. 

Have  had  good  success  with  Ka- 
Kava-Kava.       va-Kava  in  gonorrhoea  and  chronic 
cystitis.      A  case  of  the  latter  dis- 
ease, of  four  year's  standing  yielded  to  two  |  of 
the  fluid  extract.  J.  G.  MUNSELLE,  M.  D. 

IRVINGTON,  111.,  Nov.  20,  1877. 


In  looking  over  the  Octo- 
Sulph.   Cinchonidia.     ber  number  of  your  journal 

I  noticed  an  article  from  T. 
M.  Wright,  M.  D.,  Troy,  Ohio,  upon  the  value  of 
sulph.  cinchonidia  as  an  antiperiodic.  Dr.  Wright's 
experience  is  exactly  my  experience.  I  did  not  con- 
demn the  drug  because  I  thought  the  error  might 
be  in  the  way  I  used  it.  Yet  I  stopped  using  the 
sulph.  cinchonidia  except  as  a  tonic.  As  an  anti- 
periodic  I  have  far  better  results  from  the  use  of 
sulph.  cinchonia  and  chinoidine.  I  would  like  to 
hear  more  from  the  use  of  sulph.  quinidia,  from  any 
one  who  are  posted.  Also  the  action  of  sulph.  acid 
as  an  antiseptic  ;  especially  in  typhoid  fever. 

I  have  been  using  the  Grin- 

Grindelia  Robusta.     delia  Robusta  in  asthma  with 

the  best  of  results,  of  which  I 

will  report  at  some  future  day,   if  it  would   benefit 

any  M.  D.  Dr.  JOHN  LAMOREUX. 

Locke,  Nov.  4th,  1877. 

(Certainly  let  us  hear  from  you,  and  from  every 
doctor  that  has  any  experience  with  any  new  reme- 
dy, This  is  just  what  NEW  Preparations  is 
estabhshed  for. — Ed.) 
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Editorial. 
New  Remedies. 

E  wish  to  have  our  grounds  that  we 
intend  to  cultivate  the  coming  year,  per- 
fectly mapped  out,  that  our  readers 
may  not  be  stumbling  into  pitfalls, 
misjudging  us.  By  some  it  has  been  supposed,  from 
our  title,  that  we  intend  to  endorse  questionable 
"new  preparations,"  those  whose  favorite  nominal 
terminations  are  in  me  and  um  ;  those  of  the  diph- 
therzne,  digestznt',  and  ch]ora.\um  order,  whose  ingre- 
dients and  proportions  are  known  only  to  their  com- 
pounders. Far  from  endorsing  these  preparations, 
or  aiding  in  the  dissemination  of  their  much  adver- 
tised virtues  is  the  province  of  New  Preparations. 

Our  aim  is  only  to  bring  such  remedies  before  you 
whose  botanical  or  chemical  history,  manipulation, 
etc.,  is  open  and  above  suspicion.  Of  course,  from 
the  nature  of  things,  it  is  impossible  that  they  shall 
have  the  sanction  of  even  the  majority  of  the  profes- 
sion, as  the  main  feature  of  the  journal  is  only  to 
bring  to  your  consideration  those  drugs,  or  pharma- 
ceutical products  whose  history,  at  present,  is  but 
little  known. 

We  also  ask  of  you,  one  and  all,  a  proper  and  con- 
scientious trial  of  these  new  comers  on  such  cases  as 
you  may  deem  appropriate,  and  then  report  to  us 
your  success  or  failure  with  the  remedies.  We  want 
to  recommend  no  product  with  manufactured  testi- 
monials; but  wish  a  bona  fide  test  of  the  virtues  of 
each  of  the  new  drugs.  All  of  this  is  of  much 
moment  to  yourselves,  as  physicians, — aye,  much 
more  than  it  is  to  us. 

We  wish  you  also  to  make  this  ]OMXwA,your  jour- 
nal, essentially,  for  communicating  your  new  discov- 
eries with  your  professional  confreres.  Instead  of 
writing  to  them  severally,  however,  as  a  matter  of 
courtesy,  give  the  information  to  the  thousands  of 
others  of  our  readers  by  communicating  with  us. 
A  copy  of  New  Preparations  reaches  twenty 
thousand  physicians  and  druggists  of  our  great 
country  each  issue,  hence,  you  see,  an  item  of  im- 
portance in  your  practice  may  be  the  means  of  doing 
an  incalculable  amount  of  good  to  many  cases  of 
suffering  humanity. 

As  a  matter  of  guarantee  to  yourselves,  we''prom- 
ise,  on  our  part,  to  introduce  no  drug  to  your  notice 


unless  we  have  good  reason  for  believing  that  it  is, 
at  the  least,  worthy  of  trial,  if  not  worthy  of  confi- 
dence. The  only  way  then  to  build  up  the  history, 
the  reputation  of  the  new  comer  is  to  write  us  your 
experience  with  it.  If  it  fails  in  your  hands,  for 
sometimes  a  remedy  will  fail,  we  shall  be  as  willing 
to  give  a  hearing  against  the  remedy  as  to  give 
one  recommending  its  powers  of  healing.  You 
know,  as  well  as  do  we,  that  it  is  our  later  thera- 
peutics that  is  reaping  the  reward  of  success  in  the 
professional  arena.  New  discoveries  are  continually 
enabling  us  to  to  successfully  combat  the  new  phases 
of  disease,  as  well  as  to  overcome  those  that  baffled 
the  skill  of  our  professional  forefathers.  This  is  pre- 
eminently the  case  with  many  of  our  now  favorite 
remedies  that  a  half-century  ago  were  unheard  of. 
The  possibilities  of  the  future  are  great,  and  there 
is  no  reason  why  therapuetics  should  not  keep  step 
with  the  advance  in  botanical,  physiological  and 
pharmaceutical  progress. 


Questionable  Remedies. 

AS  it  ever  occurred  to  you  how  many 
drugs,  properly  under  this  classifica- 
tion, are  now  on  the  market  ?  We 
do  not  mean  to  include  under  this 
head  the  thousand-and-one  patent-right  remedies 
that  load  down  our  apothecaries'  shelves  here, 
there  and  everywhere;  but  those  that  are  pushed 
forward,  in  many  cases,  by  prominent  houses.  In 
the  previous  article  we  have  alluded  to  this  innova- 
tion briefly  ;  but  our  attention  has  been  more  par- 
ticularly called  to  the  matter  by  reading  in  a  recent 
number  of  the  St.  Louis  Clinical  Record  a  pretty 
strong  editorial  upon  the  abuse  of  confidence  of 
medical  journals  in  the  matter  of  Dr.  Polk  and  his 
Glycerite  of  Kephaline.  We  hardly  think,  how- 
ever, the  medical  press  should  be  the  victim  of 
such  a  severe  pronunciamento  for  the  fact  of  its 
admitting  an  article — which  on  its  face  is  proper 
enough — to  their  pages,whenthei?(f<:<?r^ allows  itself 
and  other  similar  first-class  journals  to  go  Scot-free 
on  the  matter  of  other  ***  "  i-n-e  "  preparations 
that  find  their  way  to  their  several  advertising 
columns.  In  this  same  number  of  the  Record,  for 
instance,  is  an  endorsement  of  "  Ingluvin,"  lately 
called  "  Digestine,"  by  a  lengthy  quotation  of  its 
virtues  from  a  paper  written,  apparently,  to  advertise 
the  preparation.  Then  there  is  also  an  "  acknow- 
ledgment, with  thanks,"  in  editorial  type,  of  samples 
of  the  still  more  questionable  "  Diphtherine"  and 
"  Bronchial  Alterative,  Firwein."  Why  strain  at  a 
gnat,  brother,  when  you  so  easily  swallow  a  camel } 
To  be  sure  the  endorsement  of  a  well-known 
firm  given  in  the  shape  of  a  label,  bearing  their 
signature  as  manufacturers,  is  a  better  guarantee, 
perhaps,  than  the  testimony  of  an  interested  doc- 
tor, as  is  evidently  the  case  with  Dr.  Polk's  *** 
i-n-e.  Still,  really,  is  there  very  much  difference 
between  the  preparations  themselves  when  you  come 
to  consider  there  real  virtues  ?  They  are  all  of  some 
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fanciful  name  from  some — in  most  cases — fanciful 
product,  whose  composition  is  only  known  totheman- 
ufacturers.  Indeed,  it  has  become  rather  fashionable 
for  a  drug  or  chemical  firm  to  have  an  ***  "  i-n-e," 
"t-a"  or  "comp."  flag  flung  to  the  breeze.  In  a  legitim- 
ate way  they  all  may  have  established  a  large  re- 
putation, still  the  time  only  too  soon  comes  when 
many  of  them  make  this  doubtful  show  of  enter- 
prise, and  thus,  perhaps  inadvertently  on  their 
part,  get  the  confidence  of  the  profession,  from  the 
fact  that  they  heretofore  have  kept  themselves 
aloof  from  suspicious  and  doubtful  pharmaceutical 
products  and  combinations. 

We  have  taken  some  pains  to  collect  the  names 
of  these  wondrous  ***  i-n-e-s,  etc.,  that  are  now  seen 
prominently  in  our  exchanges.  We  have  arranged 
them  alphabetically  so  as  not  to  incur  the  suspicion 
that  we  prefer  the  otherwise  first-named  as  being 
more  efficacious  : 
Bromidia, 

Bromo-Chloralum, 
Chloriastos, 

Cine  ho-  Quinine, 
Cosmoline, 
Diptherine, 
Firwein, 

"  Fresh  "  Meat  Cure, 
Glycerite  of  Kephaline, 

Glycerole  Yerbine  "Comp." , 
Ingluvin, 
lodia, 

lodo  Bromide  Calcium  "Comp." , 
"Kidney  "  Leaf  "Comp.", 
Lacto-Peptine, 
Liquirizina, 
Maltine, 

Peptonized  "  Beef  "  Tonic, 
Peptodyn, 
Protagon, 

"  Sweet "  Quinine, 
Veradia, 
"  Vitalized"  Phosphates, 
etc.,     etc. 

Well,  that  is  quite  a  motley-looking  crowd,  isn't 
it  ?  Some  of  them  may  wear  a  little  finer  broad- 
cloth, speaking  figuratively,  but  that  is  about  all 
the  difference  there  may  be  between  them.  A 
silly  fellow  does  not  look  so  very  uninviting  if  in 
full  dress  at  an  evening  party;  but  who  would 
wish  to  attend  an  entertainment  where  none  but 
silly,  well-dressed  fellows  were  invited  ?  It  is  much 
after  the  same  manner  of  things  with  all  of  these 
***  "  i-n-e-s."  See  them  sandwiched  in  with  good 
pharmaceutical  products,  and  their  somewhat 
showy  make  up  is  overlooked  ;  but  to  see  them  al- 
together, with  none  of  pharmacopoeal  birthright  to 
relieve  their  flashy  monotone,  they  have  not,  surely, 
much  to  commend  them  to  Qur  better  judgment. 


Our  New  Dress. 

OW  do  you  like  it }  Possibly  we  feel 
over-much  anxious  for  every  body  to 
know  it.  Still  we  do  think  it  is  quite 
an  improvement  over  the  much  bat- 
tered and  worn-out  dress  of  our  old  numbers. 
We  have  also  adopted  a  new  style  in  the  "  make  up  " 
of  the  journal,  believing  it  to  be  a  great  improvement 
over  last  year's.  A  book  review  department  has  been 
introduced,  and  we  hope  our  publishers  will  see 
fit  to  keep  us  posted  with  their  new  issues  as  they 
may  appear,  believing  it  to  be  an  advantage  to 
them  as  well  as  to  you.  With  a  Happy  New  Year 
to  you  all,  we  enter  upon  our  editorial  work  for 
1878. 


now 


The  Telephone. 

HIS  is  hardly  classible  as  a  new  reme- 
dy, or  as  an  old  one  put  to  a  new  use  ; 
still  it  may  have  an  important 
part  to  play  in  the  future  practice 
profession.  For  some  four  months 
we  have  employed  one  in  visiting,  so 
to  speak,  one  of  our  families  with  satisfactory  re- 
sults, and  a  saving  of  a  couple  of  miles  of  travel 
each  time.  Conversation  can  be  as  easily  carried  on 
as  in  the  presence  of  your  patient.  The  only  thing 
needful  is  personal  contact  with  the  patient ;  but 
possibly  we  may  yet  have  a  telephonic  syphmo- 
graph,  and  telephonic  mirror  and  auscultator.  With 
these,  what  would  physicians  ask  more  ? 


A  New  Medical  Journal. 

E  welcome  to  our  table  The  Michigan 
MedicalNews,  a  semi-monthly  medical 
journal,  devoted  to  the  interests  of  the 
profession  of  the  Northwest.  The 
price  is  so  low,  one  dollar  per  annum,  that  no  one 
can  have  a  reasonable  excuse  for  refusing  it  his 
support,  if  practicing  in  the  professional  territory  of 
whose  interests  it  will  be  the  custodian. 

Its  editors  are  all  well  known  men  in  Michigan, 
at  least,  and  many  have  a  national  reputation.  This, 
of  course,  is  sufficient  guarantee  that  the  policy  of 
the  new  paper  will  be  liberal,  scientific  and  unpar- 
tisan. 

A  prospectus  will  be  found  in  our  advertising 
pages,  which  we  ask  each  physician,  in  the  North- 
west especially,  to  read  carefully ;  and  then— we 
presume  the  managing  editor  would  be  glad  to  re- 
ceive your  dollar. 

The  strange  feature  of  the  case  is  that  the  News, 
is  with  its  frst  issue  on  a  paying  basis, — usually 
medical  journals  are  supported  from  inroads  upon 
the  pockets  of  its  editors  or  "backers."  We  hail 
this  as  a  foreshadowing  of  the  millenium  in  medical 
journalism.  It  certainly  speaks  volumes  upon  what 
the  profession  now  demands,  viz  :  a  low-priced,  fre- 
quent and  "  newsy  "  office  companion. 
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Book   Reviews. 


The  Vest-Pocket  Anatomist. — The  third 
English  edition.  This  book  is  sufficiently  describ- 
ed in  our  advertisement  on  the  second  page  of 
cover.  This  is  the  third  order  for  500  copies  that 
we  have  filled  for  Messrs.  Balliere  &  Co.,  of  Lon- 
don, England,  since  last  July.  They  write  that  it 
is  having  a  very  rapid  sale  and  is  very  satisfactory. 

The  Dose  and  Day  Book  and  Physician's 
Ledger,  both  just  issued,  is  quite  fully  described 
on  the  third  page  of  cover.  By  using  these  books 
nine-tenths  of  the  burden  of  book-keeping  is  saved 
the  physician.  The  "  Day-Book  "  weighs  but  about 
five  ounces,  and  is  handy  in  size  for  any  pocket.  It 
is  bound  in  full  leather,  with  a  pencil  loop,  and 
has  a  black  side-stamp.  The  "  Ledger  "  is  quarto 
size,  of  over  200  pages,  and  is  beautifully  bound  in 
leather  and  cloth,  with  gold  side-stamp.  Each 
yearly  portion  is  alphabetically  indexed,  so  no  pag- 
ing or  referring  to  a  ledger  index  is  ever  necessary. 

Corpulence  treated  without  Starva- 
tion, or  How  TO  GET  Lean.  By  M.  M.  Griffith, 
M.  D.  i2mo.  paper,  p.  79.  Price,  50c.  Post-paid 
on  receipt  of  price  by  Kenyon  &  Co.,  Detroit. 

This  Httle  brochure  on  corpulency  cannot  but  be 
of  interest  to  any  person  that  is  weighter  in  flesh 
than  he  thinks  comfort  demands.  The  author  has 
made  no  special  effort  to  be  original  in  his  book, 
but  being  a  victim  to  "too  much  adipose  tissue" 
himself,  he  has  compiled  from  all  obtainable  sources 
everything  he  could  ;  and  then  to  this  has  added  his 
experience,  personal  and  patential — if  you  will  allow 
us  to  coin  a  new  word  for  the  occasion — with  the 
several  treatments,  and  then  finely  adduces  his  own 
plan,  with  cases  to  prove  its  value. 

On  Coughs,  Consumption,  and  Diet  in  Dis- 
ease. By  Horace  Dobell,  M.  D.,  F.  R.  M.  C.  S.. 
etc.  Consulting  Physician  to  the  Royal  Hospital 
for  Diseases  of  the  Chest,  London,  etc.  Philadel- 
phia, D.  G.  Brinton,  115  S.  Seventh  St.  120,  p.  222, 
cloth  $2.25,  post-paid. 

This  handy  little  manual,  edited  by  T)x.  Brinton, 
of  the  well  known  Philadelphia  Med.  and  Surgical 
Reporter,  is  well  worth  is  price  to  any  physician 
having  anything  to  do  with  the  common  diseases  in 
our  temperate  climates.  Though  not  originally 
written  for  book  publication,  yet  Dr.  Brinton  has 
admirably  grouped  the  lectures  together,  so  as  to 
form  a  harmonious  whole.  We  think  the  intro- 
ductor)'  chapter  on  "  Diagnosis  of  Pulmonary  Dis- 
ease "  the  most  clearly  written  treatise  upon  that 
bug-bear  for  young  practitioners — auscultation  and 
percussion — that  we  have  ever  read.  This  alone 
would  commend  the  book. 

A  Guide  to  Therapeutics  and  Materia 
Medica.  By  Robert  Farquharsott,  M.  D.,  Edin., 
F.  R.  C.  P.,  Lond.,  Lecturer  on  Materia  Medica  at 
St.  Mary's  Hospital  Medical  School,  etc.  Enlarged 
and  adopted  to  the  U.  S.  Pharmacopoeia  by  Frank 
Woodbury,  M.  D.  Philadelphia,  Henry  C.  Lea. 
i2mo.cloth,  pp.xix  and  410,  $2.00. 

This  is  one  of  the  best  condensed  works  on  materia 
medica  and  therapeutics  that  we  have  yet  seen.  The 
following,  taken  from  the  American  editor's  note,  is  a 
true  description  of  the  arrangement  and  matter. 
"Every  remedy  included  in  the  primary  list  of  the  ma- 
teria medica  of  the  United  States  Pharmacopoeia  is 
presented  in  regular  order.  When  botanical  and 
chemical  definitions  are  given  in  the  Pharmacopoeia, 
they  are  also  reproduced,  the  costumary  doses  affix- 
ed to  remedies  adapted  to  internal  use,  and,  where- 
ever  practicable,  the  composition  and  strength  of 


the  officinal  preparations  are  also  indicated."  Be- 
sides this  many  of  the  remedies  in  the  "  secondary 
list  "  are  also  given  in  as  full  detail.  To  all  that 
admit  of  it,  the  physiological  and  therapeutical  ac- 
tions of  the  remedy  are  contrasted  by  arranging  these 
in  contrasting  columns.  Where  poisons,  the  anti- 
dotes are  given.  The  preliminary  chapters  on  anti- 
pyretics, diaphoretics,  etc.,  etc.,  are  also  excellent. 
Indeed,  as  a  handy  reference  book  it  is  yet  un- 
equalled. 

Modern  Surgical  Therapeutics  :  A  Com- 
pendium of  Current  Formulae,  Approved  Dressings, 
and  Specific  Methods  for  the  Treatment  of  Surgical 
Diseases  and  Injuries.  By  Geo.  H.  Napheys,  A.  M., 
M.  D.,  etc.  Revised  to  the  most  recent  date.  Phil- 
adelphia, D.  G.  Brinton,  115  S.  7th  St.,  1878.  80, 
p.  587  ;  cloth,  $4.00  ;  full  leather,  $5.00.,  post-paid. 

This  is  a  companion  volume  to  Naphey's  Medical 
Therapeutics,  so  well  known.  Heretofore,  if  we 
remember  rightly,  both  volumes  were  printed  in 
one.  There  was  such  a  demand  for  it,  and  material 
accumulated  so  rapidly  that  the  editor.  Dr.  Brinton, 
in  order  to  do  justice  to  the  treatises,  was  compelled 
to  separate  the  two,  and  so  has  given  us,  instead  of 
the  single  volume,  two  separate  octavo  volumes  of 
some  six  hundred  pages  each.  No  prescription  is 
duplicated  in  either  volume,  neither  is  the  same  sub- 
ject twice  treated  of.  This  book  is  divided  into  six- 
teen chapters,  treating  of  subjects,  as  follows  : — 
Therapeutics  of  inflammation  ;  Anaesthetics  ;  Dress- 
ing of  wounds  ;  Complications  of  wounds  ;  Special 
forms  of  wounds  ;  Lesions  from  heat  and  cold  ;  Le- 
sions of  the  connective  and  muscular  tissues,- — of 
the  bones  and  joints, — of  the  organs  of  circulation, 
— of  the  organs  of  digestion, — of  the  organs  of  urin- 
ation,— of  the  organs  of  reproduction, — of  the  or- 
gans of  special  sense  ;  New  growths  ;  Treatment  of 
scrofula ;  Diseases  of  the  skin  ;  Venereal  diseases. 

The  indexes  are  conveniently  arranged,  being  first 
of  the  authors  (some  six  hundred  in  number),  then 
of  the  remedies,  and  then  of  the  diseases.  As  it  is 
practically  in  xX.?,  fifth  edition,  this  alone  is  sufficient 
guaranty  of  its  worth  without  further  commenda- 
tion from  us. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  Medical  Soc'y  of 
the  County  of  Kings,  N.  Y.,  we  welcome  among 
our  list  of  exchanges.  The  coming  year  the  Kings 
County  Pharmaceutical  Society  unite  with  the 
Medical  Society,  and  so  publish  their  proceedings 
conjointly.  This  is  a  good  idea.  The  typography 
of  the  Proceedings  has  always  been  unexceptional 
and  its  articles  wholesome. 

Infantile  Therapeutics,  by  John  A.Larr- 
abee,  M.  D.,  Prof.  Mat.  Med.,  etc.  in  Hosp.  Col. 
Med.,  Louisville.  This  paper  was  read  before  the 
Kentucky  State  Medical  Society.  It  is  an  interest- 
ing contribution  to  our  literature  upon  children's 
diseases.  The  professor  speaks  highly  of  the  ex- 
tract of  malt  in  dyspeptic  and  diarrhoeal  troubles. 
In  post-scarlatinal  dropsical  cases  he  speaks  highly 
of  jaborandi. 

Transactions  of  the  Wisconsin  State 
Medical  Society. — The  mechanical  execution 
of  this  book  is  certainly  •fine.  The  papers  thus 
preser\'ed  are  also  mteresting.  The  volume  opens 
with  the  address  by  the  President,  J.  K.  Bartlett, 
M.D.;  then  follow  papers  by  Drs.  Kempsten,  Day, 
Wenzel,  Barnett,  Senn,  Linde,  Fox,  McCall,  Stod- 
dard, Graettinger,  E.  W.  Bartlett,  Jenkins,  Whyte, 
Bennett,  Davis,  and  VanDusen.  The  article  upon 
"Embolism,"  by  G.  W.  Jenkins,  M.D.,  has  four 
photographs  accompanying  the  text. 

First  Annual  Report  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Free  Dispensary  for  Skin  Diseases 
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is  at  hand.  This  Dispensary  is  at  920  Walnut  St., 
Philadelphia,  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer  being  G. 
W.  McKeehan,  Esq.,  the  physician  in  charge,  J.  V. 
Shoemaker,  M.  D.,  assistant  physician,  J.  H.  Sar- 
gent, M.  D.,  consulting  and  visiting  physicians, 
many  of  the  best  doctors  of  the  city.  The  year 
closes  showing  413  cases  to  have  been  treated,  with 
a  resmlt  of  289  cures;  still  under  treatment,  19;  no 
report,  105. 


Clippings. 


Eucalyptus  in  Diphtheria.  —  The  ac- 
customed reader  of  medical  journals  of  the 
present  day  cannot  well  avoid  noticing  the  un- 
usual amount  of  matter  now  being  written  upon 
the  subject  of  diphtheria.  The  conclusion  would 
naturally  arise,  in  such  case,  that  this  had  become 
either  a  very  common  disease,  or  one  about  which 
there  exists  great  difference  of  opinion.  Whether 
the  former  or  latter  be  the  true  solution,  it  most  be 
the  conceded  duty  of  each  one  having  such  cases 
under  his  care  to  give  his  experience  in  the  treatment, 
through  the  medical  journals.  So,  in  accordance 
with  such  convictions,  I  will  offer  my  mode  of  treat- 
ment. During  the  past  twelve  months  scarcely  a 
family  in  this  whole  section  of  country  has  escaped 
this  fearful  disease.  I  have  had  as  many  as  half  a 
dozen  cases  in  one  house  at  the  same  time,  and  have 
used  almost  every  form  of  treatment.  During  the 
prevalence  of  this  epidemic,  I  have  had  under  my 
charge  about  two  hundred  cases.  I  will  give  the 
particulars  of  only  one  case,  which  will  fully  illustrate 
the  advantages  of  my  mode  of  treatment. 

March  i6th,  1877,  I  was  called  to  see  a  case,  age 
about  eight  years.  I  diagnosed  at  once  a  genuine 
case  of  diphtheria,  and  put  him  on  the  following,  viz  : 
chlorate  of  potash,  sulphite  soda  and  glycerine  inter- 
nally ;  also  sulphas  quinias  as  a  tonic  and  stimulant, 
and  as  a  local  application  equal  parts  of  tincture 
iodine  and  glycerine.  This  plan  I  have  found  to  suc- 
ceed in  a  large  majority  of  cases,  but  in  the  present 
case,  in  spite  of  my  perseverance  with  the  above 
course,  in  combination  with  other  minor  points,  I 
was  nonplused  to  see  my  patient  gradually  growing 
worse.  The  membrane  in  the  fauces,  pharynx  and 
nares  at  this  time  was  quite  extensive ;  so  at  this 
juncture  I  concluded  to  make  a  change  in  the  local 
treatment,  which  consisted  in  the  substitution  of 
fluid  extract  eucalyptus  globulus  instead  of  iodine  and 
glycerine.  Imagine  my  wonderful  surprise,  on  the 
first  application  of  the  eucalyptus  globulus,  to  see 
large  flakes  of  membrane  readily  peel  off,  and  the 
same  result  on  each  subsequent  application  ;  and  in 
a  few  days  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  my  little  pa- 
tient convalescent.  Since  using  the  eucalyptus  glob- 
ulus in  the  above  case,  I  have  tested  its  powers  in 
quite  a  number  of  other  cases,  and  can  heartily  rec- 
commend  its  use  to  others.  In  some  cases  I  use  it 
as  a  mop,  with  a  soft  piece  of  sponge,  in  others  sim- 
ply as  a  gargle. — J.  E.  Massey,  M.  D.,  in  the  Med- 
ical and  Surgical  Reporter. 


Eucalyptus  as  a  L»cal  Anaesthetic. — Dr. 
Horton  (Ohio  State  Dental  Society)  speaks  of  the 
extract  of  eucalyptus  as  producing  good  results  as  a 
pain  obtunder  in  sensitive  dentine.  A  drop  on  a 
pledget  of  cotton  is  used.  He  thinks  it  the  best  of 
the  local  applications. — Louisville  Medical  News. 


Yerba  Santa  (Eriodyction  Glutinosum.) 
— This  agent  was  first  introduced  to  the  profession 
by  Dr.  Bundy,  of  Colusa,  Cal.,  and  I  can  well  recall 
the  thoughts  which  ran  through  my  mind  when  I 


first  read  his  report  in  one  of  our  medical  jour- 
nals of  several  cases  treated  with  the  remedy.  I 
thought  it  another  sensation  from  some  over  enthu- 
siastic person.  But  as  I  had  several  patients  who 
were,  and  had  been  for  some  time,  troubled  with 
bronchitis  of  an  atonic  nature,  and  I  had  no  direct 
remedy  at  my  command,  it  was  an  easy  matter  for 
me  to  reason  that  all  of  our  best  remedies  were  once 
new;  and  thus  I  concluded  to  send  to  Dr.  B.  for 
some  of  the  "Yerba  Santa,"  which  I  received  in 
due  time ;  made  some  into  a  saturated  tincture  of 
all  alcohol,  and  some  into  a  tincture  of  alcohol  70, 
and  after  using  both  I  found  the  latter  tincture  the 
better  of  the  two,  both  being  given  at  different  times 
to  the  same  patient.  I  give  the  leading  symptoms 
of  one  case,  in  order  to  point  out  the  specification 
of  the  drug. 

Mrs.  M.,  a  lady  about  forty-five  years  old,  came  to 
me  for  consultation.  She  had  been  treated  by  phy- 
sicians of  all  schools,  in  this  city  as  well  as  Chicago. 
She  did  not  expect  to  be  helped  by  any  one,  for  the 
cough  which  was  troubling  her  did  not  abate  under 
all  the  array  of  medical  skill ;  and  she  was  tired 
taking  medicine,  and  was  satisfied  she  had  confirmed 
consumption,  for  some  of  her  physicians  had  told  her 
so.  Upon  examination  I  found  that  this  cough  she 
had  had  for  five  years,  and  got  worse  whether  she 
took  medicine  or  not.  She  was  greatly  emaciated, 
hmbs  inclined  to  be  dropsical,  digestive  apparatus 
out  of  order,  as  it  always  is  in  cases  of  this  kind, 
pulse  weak  and  96,  quite  nervous,  bronchial  tubes 
dilated,  blowing  sounds  very  distinct  all  over  the 
chest,  also  a  a  moist,  rattling  sound  showing  an  ac- 
cumulation of  mucus  in  the  smaller  bronchial  tubes, 
respiration  about  26,  tongue  broad,  relaxed  and  pale. 
All  the  symptoms  were  such  as  to  discourage  me, 
and  I  hesitated  to  tell  her  what  she  wanted  to  know, 
viz :  if  I  though  I  could  help  her.  I  told  her  that  if 
she  would  take  medicine  for  two  weeks,  I  would 
tell  her  if  I  could  help  her.  This  she  consented  to 
do.  Prescribed — R.  Tinct.  Yerba  Santa  oz.  j,  gly- 
cerine oz.  iij.  M.  Sig.,  a  tea-spoonful  four  times 
a  day.  In  one  week  she  returned.  Upon  examin- 
ation found  her  some  better ;  renewed  the  prescrip- 
tion, and  in  another  week  she  herself  said  she  would 
run  the  risk*  of  my  curing  her.  Cough  less,  expec- 
torates easy,  blowing  sounds  much  better,  pulse  85, 
respiration  22,  digestion  greatly  improved  ;  and  right 
here  let  me  say,  that  the  remedy  is  an  excellent 
anti-dyspeptic  in  atonic  conditions  of  this  kind.  To 
make  a  long  story  short,  this  lady  took  the  above 
prescription  for  two  months,  and  was  well ;  now  ten 
months  since,  and  she  is  as  well  as  she  has  ever  been. 

Miss  N.,  a  teacher,  came  with  cough  and  hem- 
optysis. Found  bronchial  tubes  dilated,  and  in  an 
atonic  condition.  Prescribed — R.  Tine.  Yerba  San- 
ta oz.  ss,  glycerine  oz.  iiiss.  M.  S.,  a  tea-spoonful 
three  or  four  times  a  day — when  all  the  symptoms 
disappeared. 

Mr.  H.,  atonic  bronchitis  helped  in  a  very  short 
time.  Mr.  M.,  atonic  bronchitis,  cough  for  years, 
weak  and  much  emaciated,  digestion  very  bad.  R. 
Tine.  Yerba  Santa  oz.  j,  glycerine  oz.  iij.  M.  In 
about  five  weeks  discharged  cured. 

Mrs.  P.,  bronchitis  with  abscess  of  left  lung — 
usual  symptoms.  R.  Tine.  Yerba  Santa  oz.  j,  gly- 
cerine oz.  iij.  M.  S.,  a  table-spoonful  every  three 
hours.  After  she  had  taken  this  for  two  days  she 
raised  about  a  pint  of  yellow-greenish  matter ;  felt 
quite  easy  about  the  chest.  Gave  the  above  three 
times.  Lung  troubles  all  removed.  Gave  glycerine 
and  muriated  tmcture  of  iron,  for  about  three  or  four 
weeks.  This  is  nearly  a  year  since,  and  the  lady, 
although  old,  feels  well ;  no  more  cough,  and  what 
surprises  me  is  that  she  has  no  more  trouble  with 
the  abscess. 
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The  point  I  wish  to  make  is,  that  this  agent  is  a 
remedy  in  atonic  conditions  only ;  in  inflamation  it 
is  worse  than  useless. — Dr.  Gabel,  in  the  Southern 
Medical  Record. 


Dr.  Yost  spoke  of  the  use  of  Verba  Santa  in  cer- 
tain cases,  especially  in  spasmodic  asthmatic  bron- 
chitis. The  remedy  was  a  good  one  for  various  pul- 
monary affections. 

Dr.  Pitzer  said  Verba  Santa  had  been  introduced 
by  J.  H.  Bundy,  M.  D.,  of  Colusa,  California, 
and  was,  in  his  opinion,  an  exceedingly  valu- 
able remedy  in  cases  of  diseases  of  the  larynx  or 
bronchial  apparatus. 

Dr.  Munk  has  also  used  the  last-named  remedy 
with  excellent  effect.  It  was  the  production  of  a 
great  deal  of  temporary  relief  and  strength,  even 
when  the  lungs  were  in  a  hopeless  condition. 

Dr.  Younkin  thought  that  it  was  the  duty  of  ec- 
lectic physicians  to  search  out  the  best  remedies, 
not  only  among  those  which  were  old,  but  also  those 
which  are  new.  They  should  take  a  foreground  in 
the  matter  of  the  pathology  of  disease,  and  re-inves- 
tigate the  whole  question  closer  than  heretofore, 
which  re-investigation  would  have  the  effect  of  reg- 
ulating the  application  of  new  remedies. 

Dr.  A.  Merrell  was  averse  to  administering  Verba 
Santa  in  the  common  way,  because,  as  he  said,  it 
was  a  dirty,  nasty  remedy,  which  hurt  not  only  the 
patient's  but  the  administering  physician's  feelings. 
His  method  of  compounding  this  remedy  was  to 
take  one  ounce  of  the  fluid  extract  of  Verba  Santa, 
or  two  ounces  of  the  specific  tincture,  add  three 
fourths  of  an  ounce  of  sugar  of  milk,  and  allow  them 
to  evaporate,  after  which  powder,  and  add  sufficient 
sugar  of  milk  to  make  the  weight  equal  to  the  first 
weight  of  the  fluid  extract.  In  such  a  compound 
the  distasteful  flavor  is  removed,  the  proportion 
being  one  grain  of  sugar  of  milk  to  one  minim  of 
the  extract,  and  the  latter  is  made  more  certain  of 
absorption. — (Proceedings  of  the  Mo.  State  Eclectic 
Medical  Association.) — Atner.  Med.  Journal. 


Grindelia  Squarrosa. — Grindelia  squarrosa 
is  one  of  several  new  remedies  that  Dr.  J.  H.  Bundy, 
of  California,  has  recently  introduced  to  the  notice 
of  the  medical  profession,  all  of  which  are  possessed 
of  real  merit  and  deserve  the  patronage  of  physicians. 
He  has  fortunately  seized  the  "golden  opportunity" 
by  making  these  important  discoveries  in  the  prop- 
erties of  some  of  the  plants  that  are  native  to  Cali- 
fornia soil.  For  ages  they  have  slumbered  in  ob- 
scurity, but  at  the  hands  of  Dr.  Bundy  the  Golden 
State  has  been  made  to  yield  up  wealth  other  than 
that  contained  in  her  mineral  deposits,  which  is  none 
the  less  real  for  being  stored  up  in  plants.  The  doc- 
tor has  the  thanks  of  the  medical  profession  for  his 
enterprise  in  drug  proving,  and  particularly  for  his 
generosity  in  giving  to  the  world  his  valuable  dis- 
coveries. 

Not  every  candidate  for  professional  favor  in  the 
form  of  a  nerve  remedy  is  found  to  be  reliable  when 
subjected  to  a  practical  test,  as  many  of  this  class  of 
agents  are  introduced  only  on  a  theory,  which  upon 
trial  prove  indifferent  or  worthless.  With  such  an 
experience  the  average  reader  of  the  current  medical 
literature  concludes  that  it  would  be  only  simple 
justice,  in  view  of  the  fearful  consequences  of  tam- 
pering with  human  life,  to  require  all  the  contribu- 
tors to  medical  periodicals  to  make  affidavit  to  the 
truth  of  their  statements  before  permitting  them  to 
appear  in  print.  If  a  writer  does  not  positively  know 
what  he  is  about  to  communicate,  he  should  so  qual- 
ify his  statement  as  to  conform  it  to  the  facts,  what- 
ever they  may  be,  and  not  prevert  the  truth  merely 


to  support  some  pre  conceived  theory  or  a  pet  hobby. 

I  have  tested  to  a  limited  extent  the  remedies  in- 
troduced by  Dr.  Bundy,  excepting  his  last,  berberis 
aquifolium,  which  I  shall  try  at  the  first  opportunity, 
and  find  them  to  be  as  represented.  Lest,  by  writ- 
ing as  some  do,  one  might  think  that  I  was  in  coal- 
ition with  the  doctor,  and  took  this  means  to  give 
him  a  "  puff,"  I  will  say  that  I  have  no  acquaintance 
with  him  whatever,  either  personal  or  by  correspond- 
ence, but  I  believe  in  "  giving  honor  to  whom  honor 
is  due." 

Case  i. — A  little  miss  of  six  summers.  Has  had 
the  chills  for  more  than  one  year,  the  paroxysms 
occuring  every  third  day,  excepting  occasionally  an 
intermission  of  one  or  two  weeks  in  which  she  was 
without  any  chills  while  taking  some  anti-periodic 
medicine.  In  the  interval  between  the  exacerbations 
the  patient  seemed  to  be  moderately  well,  save  that 
she  was  more  peevish  and  fretful  than  natural.  The 
abdomen  was  somewhat  enlarged,  with  a  pain  and 
a  slight  hardness  in  the  left  side,  which  was  due  to 
splenic  trouble.  The  patient  had  received  treatment 
from  different  physicians  without  any  permanent 
benefit.  Has  also  changed  climate  by  being  taken 
to  Kentucky,  where  she  remained  several  weeks, 
but  without  being  improved  in  health. 

When  the  case  came  into  my  hands  I  gave  her 
cinchonidia  in  large  doses,  which  broke  the  chills 
for  a  time,  but  they  soon  returned  with  increased 
severity.  About  that  time  I  read  Dr.  Bundy's  article 
on  grindelia  squarrosa  in  NEwPREPARATlON's.when 
I  resolved  to  try  his  treatment.  I  procured  some  of 
the  drug  and  prescribed  : 

I^.  Fluid  extract  grindelia  squarrosa,  |  ss; 
glycerine,  §  iijss.  M.  S.  A  tea  -  spoonful 
every  four  hours.  The  patient  did  not  have  another 
chill  after  taking  the  medicine,  and  has  taken  only 
one  bottle  of  the  mixture.  The  pain  in  the  side  has 
subsided,  appetite  and  digestion  good  and  the  bow- 
els regular. 

Case  ii. — Mr.  S.,  aged  35  years,  and  is  of  a  bil- 
ious temperament.  Appearance  indicates  a  typical 
case  of  malarious  disease.  Has  had  the  chills  for 
about  a  year,  the  paroxysms  regularly  every  other 
day.  He  is  very  feeble  and  emaciated  and  can  do 
but  little  work  when  he  feels  his  best ;  complexion 
very  sallow ;  headache ;  appetite  poor,  and  can  eat 
but  little,  as  it  causes  distress  in  the  stomach ;  spleen 
very  much  enlarged  and  tender  on  pressure ;  more 
or  less  pain  in  the  left  side  all  the  time.  Had 
been  the  round  of  doctors  and  patent  medicines, 
"  being  nothing  benefited  but  rather  made  worse." 
Being  acquainted  with  him,  I  accosted  him  on  the 
street  one  day  bv  inquiring  after  his  health,  having 
seen  him  looking  badly  for  a  long  time.  In  answer 
to  my  inquiry,  he  replied  :  I  am  poorly  enough,  and 
getting  no  better  fast."  "What  are  you  doing  for 
yourself?"  "I  have  tried  several  doctors,  but  they 
nave  done  me  no  good,  and  now  I  am  taking  any- 
thing that  I  hear  that  will  help  me. 

Remembering  what  good  success  I  had  with  the 
grindelia  in  the  previous  case,  I  said,  "  I  can  cure 
you,  or  if  I  don't,  I  will  not  charge  you  anything." 

To  this  he  consented,  whereupon  I  prescribed 
"Bf.  Fl.  ext.  grindelia,  '%j;glycerine,  \  iij .  M.S. —  A 
table-spoonful  every  four  hours.  The  medicine  acted 
on  him  like  a  charm,  better  even  than  I  anticipated, 
He  had  a  chill  the  next  day  after  commencing  to 
take  the  medicine,  which  was  the  last.  After  the 
second  day  he  improved  rapidly  in  every  respect, 
and  at  the  end  of  a  week  he  felt  like  a  new  man. 
Under  the  action  of  the  medicine  the  bowels  began 
to  act  more  freely,  passing  a  dark,  bilious-looking 
discharge,  which  lasted  several  days,  and  which  he 
said  made  him  feel  better.     The  pain  left  his  side 
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and  the  spleen  rapidly  decreased  in  size,  the  skin 
lost  its  sallow  color,  his  appetite  improved  and  he 
could  eat  with  a  relish.  He  has  taken  only  one  bot- 
tle of  the  medicine,  and  at  the  end  of  a  month  says 
he  feels  perfectly  well. 

In  the  grindelia  squarrosa  we  undoubtedly  have  a 
specific  for  chronic  malarious  disease.  I  have  never 
seen  anything  act  as  nicely  as  this  drug  in  these  cases. 
I  have  also  tried  it  in  several  acute  cases  of  fever, 
but  not  with  the  same  success  as  in  chronic  ague. 
It  invariably  caused  nausea,  so  that  it  had  to  be  dis- 
continued.— J.  A.  MUNK,  M.  D.,  in  the  American 
Medical  Journal. 


Grindelia  Squarosa. — Havmg introduced  this 
drug  about  a  year  ago  to  the  medical  profession, 
and  using  it  constantly  in  practice  ever  since,  and 
obtaining  such  excellent  results  from  its  use  in  ma- 
larial diseases,  I  can  not  refrain  from  still  presenting 
it,  or  bringing  it  before  the  profession  again,  and 
shall  do  so  until  all  shall  know  of  it,  and  its  great 
value.  It  belongs  to  the  natural  order  compositae, 
and  is  termed,  in  common  parlance,  "gum  plant,  or 
gum  weed,"  and  not  tar  weed.  It  is  perennial,  and 
grows  in  our  valleys.  As  a  remedy  in  splenic  hy- 
pertrophy nothing  can  excel  it ;  and  where  quinine 
fails  to  break  chills,  this  does  the  work  well.  Its 
action  upon  the  liver  is  satisfactory  when  there  is 
pain  in  the  organ,  no  matter  what  the  trouble  is,  and 
it  exerts  the  same  influence  where  there  is  pain  in 
the  splenic  region" 

In  testing  the  drug  it  produces  terrible  pain  in  the 
eye-balls  and  dilatation  of  the  pupil ;  and  I  find  that 
in  colds  affecting  the  eyes  with  soreness  when  they 
are  moved,  and  muscular  tissue  also,  where  ever 
there  is  soreness,  it  relieves  in  a  short  time.  I  have 
been  using  it  in  diseases  of  children  where  the  brain 
was  involved,  especially  in  determination,  and  I  like 
it  much.  Its  action  upon  the  nervous  system  is  very 
marked,  and  much  more  prompt  than  any  prepara- 
tion of  hyoscyamus  I  ever  used.  The  indications  for 
its  use  are  these :  a  pale,  puffy  appearance  of  the 
tissues,  enlarged  spleen,  pain  in  the  right  or  left  side 
(hypochondriac  region,)  chills  and  fever,  soreness  of 
tissues,  pain  in  the  eyes  or  head,  and  determination 
of  blood  to  the  head.    ■ 

I  have  received  many  letters  from  physicians  in 
the  South,  who  testify  to  its  great  curative  powers, 
and  who  still  keep  sending  to  me  for  the  drug.  To 
those  let  me  say,  that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  fur- 
nish the  drug,  as  my  business  (practice)  occupies 
my  entire  attention.  But  I  have  made  Parke,  Davis 
&  Co''s  laboratory  a  depot  for  the  grindelia  and  yerba 
santa,  and  they  can  be  obtained  of  them  in  crude 
or  liquid  form,  as  any  may  wish.  The  drugs  sent 
them  are  perfectly  fresh,  and  sent  by  myself,  and  I 
can  assure  all  who  want  them  that  they  are  the  same 
as  though  I  sent  them,  and  I  hope  this  will  fall  be- 
fore the  eyes  of  scores  who  are  still  sending  to  me 
for  it. 

To  illustrate  its  effects  by  citing  cases  is  useless, 
for  1  use  it  every  day,  and  all  the  time,  and  want 
nothing-  better  in  the  conditions  above  referred  to, 
and  a  fair  trial  will  satisfy  any  and  all ;  it  speaks  for 
itself. 

I  shall  have  occasion  to  write  upon  this  subject 
again,  and  any  who  wish  to  know  more  concerning 
it  at  present  can  be  informed  by  writing  to  me.  I 
think  it  will  take  the  place  of  quinine,  more  or  less, 
in  the  future.  Its  application  topically  is  splendid  in 
all  skin  diseases,  sores,  bruises,  etc.  The  dose  of 
the  fluid  extract  is  from  one-fourth  to  one  drachm. 
In  chills  I  have  given  two  drachms  at  a  dose ;  but 
its  influence  on  the  head  is  unpleasant.  In  enlarged 
spleen  3  ss  is  sufficient  three  times  daily,  and  I  al- 
ways give  it  with  tr.  ferri  chlor.  in  full  or  suitable 


doses,  and  give  it  in  the  same  way  after  the  parox- 
ysms of  ague  have  been  broken,  with  quinine,  and  it 
will  prevent  their  recurrence.  It  should  be  given  in 
syrup  or  glycerine,  as  it  contains  so  much  gum  that, 
when  added  to  water,  it  throws  down  the  gum  as  a 
deposit.  But  when  put  with  water  as  a  local  appli- 
cation, I  only  use  |  ss  tincture  to  §  viij  of  water,  and 
in  this  quantity  it  does  not  separate  badly.  Here- 
after I  will  write  further  on  this  valuable  drug. — 
J.  H.  BUNDY,  M.  D.,  in  the  American  Medical 
Journal. 


Fluid  Extract  of  Damiana  (Turnera 
Aphrodisiaca.) — After  a  continued  experience  of 
several  years  with  preparations  of  this  plant,  com- 
monly known  as  damiana,  and  lately  determined  by 
Prof.  L.  Ward  as  turnera  aphrodisiaca,  I  find  that 
my  first  papers  and  experiments  have  been  well  sus- 
tained in  establishing  its  merits  as  a  powerful,  per- 
manent, and  determined  aphrodisiac  as  well  as  an 
alterative  aperient  of  remarkably  fine  quality,  indeed, 
of  such  a  nature  that,  should  it  possess  no  other 
medical  value,  this  alone  would  place  it  high  in  the 
therapeutical  world,  when  well  known  and  appre- 
ciated. My  attention  has  been  called  time  and  again 
by  my  patients  to  this  fact,  that  after  a  few  days' 
exhibition  of  this  fluid  extract,  which  preparation  I 
prefer  to  prescribe  to  all  others,  in  doses  of  a  dessert- 
spoonful three  times  a  day,  that  their  bowels  have 
been  moved  with  mushy  stools  often  twice  a  day. 
My  esteemed  friend,  Alex.  Murray,  M.  D.,  F.  R.  C.  S., 
of  New  York  City,  was  the  first  to  call  attention  to 
this  feature  of  Damiana  through  The  Medical 
Record. 

Damiana,  beyond  doubt,  is  the  most  reliable,  use- 
ful, and  permanent  tonic  to  the  genital  organs  of 
both  sexes  that  we  have  thus  far  discovered.  .  Of 
course  it  must  be  carefully  selected  and  manufactur- 
ed of  the  genuine  plant,  turnera  aphrodisiaca  (West- 
tern  Mexico  abounds  with  it.)  Then,  again,  it  should 
be  given  in  full  doses  for  a  fair  duration  of  time,  say 
a  dessert  to  a  tablespoonfull  three  or  four  times  a 
day,  for  several  weeks,  to  obtain  the  best  results. 
Furthermore,  those  suffering  from  permanent  organ- 
ic injuries  should  be  warned  that  damiana,  or  any 
other  remedy,  is  futile  in  their  case.  This  has  been, 
I  am  sure,  another  fruitful  source  of  disappointment 
in  the  uses  of  damiana.  I  earnestly  urge  the  pro- 
fession, first,  to  obtain  the  genuine  article,  then  to 
give  this  new  and  most  valuable  medicine  a  fair  trial. 
I  feel  safe  in  saying  that  eventually  it  will  be  classed 
among  the  standard  remedies  of  our  land. 

The  following  is  the  additional  history  I  have 
been  able  to  obtain  (so  far)  of  the  plant  damiana. 

The  Damiana  herb  has  been  a  domestic  medicine 
of  Mexico,  where  it  is  generally  used  to  invigorate 
the  system.  As  far  back  as  the  year  1699,  in  the  re- 
ports of  the  Spanish  missionary.  Padre  Juan  Marie 
de  Salvatierra,  we  find  it  was  known  to  the  Indians 
as  a  cure  for  inability  to  exercise  the  reproductive 
functions  in  both  sexes.  The  medicinal  qoalities  of 
this  shrub  were  first  noticed  by  the  Indian  hunteris, 
who,  after  wearisome  journeys  throught  parched 
countries,  made  a  decoction  of  the  damiana,  and 
drank  it  with  avidity  to  invigorate  their  exhausted 
system,  brace  their  nerves,  fitting  them  for  further 
fatigues.  The  qualities  did  not  long  remain  a  secret ; 
the  herb  became  familiar  to  all  the  inhabitants  of 
Mexico,  and  has  maintained  its  celebrity  up  to  the 
present  time.  Acting,  as  it  does,  directly  upon  the 
nervous  system,  it  restores,  as  it  were,  the  debilitated 
functions  of  the  principal  organs  of  the  human  frame, 
and  is  unsurpassed  as  a  nervine.  In  all  cases  where 
accidents  have  produced  premature  births,  also 
during  painful  menstruation,  and  as  a  cure  for  the 
many  afflictions  suffered  by  women  after  gestation, 
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this  remedy  will  be  found  to  build  up  the  constitu- 
tion quicker  than  any  nefvine  or  tonic  with  which  we 
are  acquainted.  Persons  who,  from  the  effects  of 
malpractice,  are  suffering  from  general  debility,  will 
find  this  extract  of  damiana  a  cure  for  all  these 
chronic  affections,  giving  strength  and  vitality  to  the 
frame,  imparting  muscular  energy  when  general 
prostration  threatened  to  undermine  the  constitution. 
— John  J.  Caldwell,  M.  D.,  in  Tke  Medical 
Record. 


Jasorandi  in  Diabetes  Mellitus.  — 
"  Mr.  W.  C.  P.,  aged  twenty-nine,  single,  came 
under  treatment  November  11,  1876.  The  case 
presented  the  following  symptoms  :  Considerable 
emaciation  ;  skin  hard  and  dry ;  bowels  constipat- 
ed, and  the  faeces  solid  and  free  from  moisture ; 
tongue  dry,  parched  and  sticky;  thirst  inordinate 
and  insatiable ;  appetite  keen  ;  urine  transparent, 
of  a  pale  straw  or  greenish  tint,  and  emitting  an 
odor  like  sweet  apples  or  new-mown  hay  ;  specific 
gravity,  1040;  quantity  voided,  seventeen  to  twenty 
pints  in  the  twenty-four  hours,  and  leaving  white 
spots  of  diabetic  sugar  whenever  sprinkled  upon 
the  pants,  and  attracting  large  numbers  of  Hies 
when  allowed  to  stand  any  length  of  time  in  the 
chamber.  The  patient  also  complained  of  a  feel- 
ing of  emptiness  of  the  stomach,  great  debility, 
chilliness  of  the  extremities,  an  aching  sense  of 
weariness  in  the  loins  and  legs,  and  considerable 
ennui ;  an  uneasiness  in  the  stomach  after  meals  ; 
flatulence  and  acid  eructations  ;  dimness  of  vision  ; 
redness  of  the  gums  and  mouth,  and  peevishness 
of  temper.  On  evaporation  I  obtained  a  deposit 
of  crystalline  diabetic  sugar. 

"  From  the  time  of  seeing  Mr.  P.,  November 
nth  to  February  nth,  I  had  him  upon  opiates, 
tonics,  bicarbonate  of  soda  (as  recommended  by 
Dr.  Clark  in  the  American  Journal  of  the  Medical 
Sciences,  vol.  xxxvii.,  page  575),  creosote  and  the 
resinous  cathartics,  as  aloes,  rhubarb,  etc.  I  con- 
fined him  to  a  meat  diet  exclusively,  and  guarded 
him  against  the  vicissitudes  of  our  very  severe  win- 
ter. 

"February  nth  :  After  the  above  treatment  had 
been  persevered  in  for  three  months  without  any 
material  change  in  the  symptoms,  I  determined  to 
put  the  patient  on  fluid  extract  of  jaborandi  in  con- 
nection with  iron  and  quinine,  allowing  him  nothing 
to  drink  but  tar-water.  The  first  dose  (one  ounce) 
of  the  jaborandi  produced  considerable  diaphoresis 
and  salivation,  so  much  so  that  the  flow  of  saliva 
was  continuous  from  one  dose  to  the  other,  given 
three  times  a  day,  although  the  diaphoresis  com- 
menced about  an  hour  after  taking  the  medicine, 
and  continued  only  about  an  hour.  Each  dose 
produced  the  same  effect. 

Februar)'  i8th  ;  The  patient  has  been  improving ; 
urine  diminished  one  half;  specific  gravity  1030; 
very  little  thirst ;  general  weariness  and  ennui  di- 
minished. 

"  March  20th :  Treatment  continued  without 
any  variation,  and  the  patient's  condition  very  great- 
ly improved.  Not  necessary  to  void  the  urine  but 
once  during  the  night ;  specific  gravity  normal ; 
flesh  increased  ;  skin  soft  and  moist ;  thirst  entirely 
relieved  ;  appetite  good  and  natural ;  salivary  glands 
active. 

"August  27th,  1877:  I  consider  Mr.  P.  as  well 
as  he  ever  was,  though  I  continue  the  fluid  extract 
of  jaborandi  and  restrict  him  to  animal  food. 

"  Was  the  above  a  case  of  diabetes  mellitus  or 
insipidus?  If  the  former,  is  he  cured,  or  is  the 
disease  only  held  in  abeyance  by  the  treatment 
continued  in  a  modified  degree  to  the  present  time  ? 
The  high  specific  gravity  of  the  urine,  the  sacchar- 


ine matter  it  contained,  and  all  the  symptoms  enu- 
merated go  to  make  Up  the  diagnosis  of  diabetes 
mellitus." — Dr.  JohnH.  Poole,  in  Virginia  Medical 
Monthly. 


The  Medical  Value  of  Jaborandi. — The 
British  Medical  Journal,  July  7th,  states  tnat  in 
the  Highgate  Sick  Asylum,  under  the  care  of  Dr. 
Dowse,  special  observations  were  made  oh  the  ac- 
tion of  the  newly-introduced  remedies,  jaborandi, 
gelseminum,  salicylic  acid,  etc. ;  and  modern  instru- 
ments, as  the  cardiograph  ahd  ophthalmoscope, 
were  brought  into  daily  requisition  to  elucidate 
complete  diagnosis.  Dr.  Dowse  said  that  his  expe- 
rience of  the  use  of  jaborandi  did  not  lead  him  to 
think  highly  of  its  therapeutic  value  when  given 
alone,  yet  it  was  often  of  great  use,  wheti  combined 
with  other  drugs,  to  promote  elimination.  In  the 
following  case  of  Bright's  disease  its  efficacy  was 
well  shown.  J.  A.,  aged  seventy-three ;  urine  pale, 
gravity  i.oio;  albume»  copious  ;  hyaline  casts.  He 
had  irritable  heart  trouble,  some  dyspnoea,  ahd 
painful  and  swollen  joints.  Five  grains  of  the  ex- 
tract were  given  three  times  a  day  with  alkali  and 
digitalis,  producing  profuse  ptyalism  atid  sweating. 
Under  this  treatment  the  joint  soon  became  free 
from  pain,  the' swelling  of  the  limbs  and  the  dysp- 
noea subsided,  and  he  was  rapidly  improving  in 
every  way. 

Dr.  Dowse  said  that  he  at  one  time  thought  that 
jaborandi  would  be  found  of  value  to  reduce  the 
night  temperature  of  phthisis,  but  after  a  long  ex- 
perience he  found  such  was  not  the  case.  He  re- 
ferred to  its  efficacy  in  promoting  the  flow  of  milk 
where  the  mammary  gland  was  inactive  after  par- 
turitation,  and  remarked  that  its  physiological  action 
was  of  the  greatest  interest  and  importance,  espe- 
cially when  compared  with  the  action  of  belladonna, 
to  which  it  was  in  every  way  antagonistic.  One 
curious  feature  relative  to  its  action,  which  had  not 
been  noted  by  M.  Vulpian,  was  the  re-secretion  of 
pilocarpine  from  the  blood  by  the  submaxillary 
gland.  A  patient  who  was  taking  it  stated  that  if 
he  re-swallowed  the  saliva  produced  by  jaborandi, 
it  then  produced  profuse  sweating  ;  whereas,  on  the 
other  hand,  if  the  saliva  was  ejected,  only  slight 
perspiration  resulted. — Druggists'  Circular. 


Jaborandi  in  Mastitis. — Dr.  G.  M.  Wells,  of 
Sonoma,  Cal.,  writes  :  "  SiR  : — Allow  me  to  direct 
tlje  attention  of  the  profession  to  the  use  of  jabor- 
andi in  mammary  abscess. 

'•  Mrs.  G.  has  .been  the  subject  of  repeated  ab- 
scesses ;  as  soon  as  one  was  formed  and  lanced 
another  succeeded,  until  she  became  '  weary  and 
worn  out.'  Quinine  failed,  sulphocarbolates  did  no 
good,  belladonna  externally  disappointed  our  hopes, 
so  I  determined  to  try  some  other  remedy  and  gave 
the  following : 

"Ef      Ext.  jaborandi  fld., 

Ext.  dandelion  fld., aa  5    ss. 

Syr.  simp fl.  |  iij. 

M.  S.  §  ss.  every  two  hours. 

"  I  directed  the  above  to  be  used  until  profuse 
sweating  was  produced,  which  occured  after  the 
third  dose  in  such  profusion  as  to  saturate  the  linen 
thoroughly,  and  continued  for  several  hours.  As 
soon  as  the  sweating  became  thoroughly  establish- 
ed the  temperature  and  pain  (which  before  had 
been  excessive  and  severe)  was  reduced  and  reliev- 
ed, and  the  symptoms,  which  were  so  threatening 
the  day  before,  were  all  gone.  The  debilitating 
effect  of  the  sweating  passed  off  in  a  few  days, 
since  which  time  the  patient  was  in  excellent  health. 
I  have  had  no  other  opportunity  to  test  the  remedy 
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in  this  class  of  cases,  but  have  the  utmost  confi- 
dence in  its  virtue. —  The  Medical  Record. 


Treatment  of  the  Albuminuria  of  Preg- 
nancy BY  Jaborandi. — Dr.  Langlet  (of  Rheims) 
successfully  employed  jaborandi  in  a  case  in  which 
the  rapid  course  of  the  symptoms  did  not  allow 
time  to  have  recourse  to  the  milk  diet,  which  has 
been  so  successful  in  the  albuminuria  of  pregnancy. 
In  this  case,  reported  by  the  author  in  L'  Union 
Medicale  de  V Est,  a  woman  three  months  advanced 
in  pregnancy  had  presented  oedema  of  the  legs  for 
six  weeks.  For  some  days  she  had  been  subject 
to  an  oppression  so  violent  as  to  place  her  life  in 
jeopardy  ;  the  quantity  of  urine,  excessively  small 
and  highly  charged  with  albumen,  was  in  no  way 
affected  by  the  ordinary  diuretics  ;  the  symptoms 
which  precede  or  accompany  eclampsia  were  al- 
ready present,  and  the  question  of  the  induction  of 
abortion  had  been  broached.  It  was  at  this  junc- 
ture that  three  grammes  (45  grains)  of  jaborandi 
leaves  in  infusion  were  administered  ;  the  same 
day  an  abundant  salivation  was  produced ;  the 
diaphoresis  was  insignificant,  but  instead  there  was 
an  augmentation  in  the  quantity  of  the  urine 
voided — a  qua«tity  which  became  quite  consider- 
able during  the  following  days.  The  patient  thus 
took  the  jaborandi  for  sixteen  days  without  inter- 
ruption, and  in  this  space  of  time  resorbtion  was 
gradually  accomplished,  the  liquid  effused  into  the 
pleurse  disappeared,  and  all  the  general  symptoms 
amended.  The  albumen  also  progressively  de- 
creased, so  that  at  length  there  was  no  longer  the 
slightest  trace  of  it  in  the  urine,  and  the  accouch- 
ment  was  accomplished  under  excellent  conditions, 
the  child  being  healthy.  M.  Langlet  supplemented 
this  observation  with  some  interesting  reflections. 
In  the  first  place,  in  this  case,  the  jaborandi  was 
given  in  a  continuous  way,  whilst  ordinarily  it  is 
given  for  periods,  more  or  less  separated  from  each 
other,  lasting  two  or  three  days  each.  In  this  case 
M.  Langlet  acted  as  he  did  because  he  desired  to 
procure  a  continuous  action  of  the  remedy.  This 
method  of  administration  has  had  one  drawback, 
which  is  that  it  produced  a  veritable  haematuria, 
the  result  of  the  excess  of  work  thrown  upon  the 
kidneys,  and  of  the  congestion  which  accompanies 
it.  This  haematuria,  however,  has  had  no  unto- 
ward results,  but  it  probably  might  have  been 
avoided  by  giving  the  remedy  at  intervals.  M. 
Langlet  also  remarked  that  increase  of  the  urinary 
secretion  is  not  usually  noted  among  the  effects  of 
jaborandi,  although  M.  Rendu  had  previously  re- 
marked it.  It  is  the  sweat,  and  more  especially  the 
saliva,  whose  secretion  is  excited  by  the  remedy. — 
Lyon  Medical. 


Erythroxylon  Coca. —  The  Boston  Medical 
and  Surgical  Journal r&cenily  contained  an  article 
on  Coca,  by  G.  Archie  Stockwell,  M.  D.,  which 
presents  some  interesting  facts  in  relation  to  the 
production  and  uses  of  this  drug,  and  especially  its 
therapeutical  properties.     We  quote  only  a  portion  : 

"  Like  cinchona,  the  peculiar  powers  of  coca 
have  been  introduced  to  the  notice  of  the  Cauca- 
sian by  the  aboriginal  inhabitants  of  the  country  to 
which  it  is  indigenous.  No  historical  records  in- 
form us  when  it  was  introduced  to  their  notice,  or 
who  first  discovered  the  hidden  properties  of  its 
leaves.  When  the  empire  of  Atahualpa  was  over- 
thrown by  the  rapacious  Pizarro,  coca  was  as  well 
known  to  the  Peruvians  as  at  the  present  day,  and 
played  an  important  part  in  their  religion,  being 
used  in  all  public  ceremonies  as  an  offering  to  the 
sun-god. 

"  Although  found  in  a  wild  state,  like  most  other 


shrubs  it  is  enhanced  in  value  by  cultivation,  and 
hence  none  but  the  carefully  nurtured  domesticated 
variety  finds  its  way  to  market.  The  sultry  valleys 
of  the  eastern  slopes  of  the  Andes  are  most  favor- 
able to  its  growth,  and  it  is  here  that  a  most  syste- 
matic method  of  cultivation  is  adopted,  the  plant 
being  raised  from  the  seed. 

"  When  the  young  shoots  have  attained  a  height 
of  about  fifteen  inches  they  are  transplanted  in 
rows  of  a  foot  or  more  apart;  when  full  grown 
they  rarely  exceed  sixty-four  or  seventy  inches  in 
height.  As  it  thrives  best  in  damp  situations, 
sheltered  from  the  sun,  it  is  customary,  when  such 
localities  are  not  available,  to  plant  maize  between 
the  rows  because  of  its  rapid  growth,  its  leaves 
soon  furnishing  the  required  shelter.  Certain 
species  of  palms  are  used  for  the  same  purpose. 
If  no  rain  falls,  the  shrublets  are  subjected  to  co- 
pious and  repeated  drenchings. 

"  Like  the  coffee-tree,  coca  has  a  lustrous  green 
foliage  with  white  blossoms  which  ripen  into  small 
red,  or  rather  scarlet  berries.  When  the  shrub 
has  attained  an  age  of  eighteen  or  twenty  months 
the  foliage  is  stripped  for  the  first  time,  the  leaves 
now  presenting  an  appearance  not  unlike  those  of 
the  tea-plant,  being  oval,  pointed,  and  two  or  two 
and  a  half  inches  in  length,  with  half  that  breadth 
at  the  widest  part,  and  furnished  with  short,  deli- 
cate foot-stalks ;  unlike  those  of  the  tea  shrub, 
they  are  not  dentate,  and  may  be  readily  distin- 
guished by  a  curved  line  running  from  base  to  apex 
upon  either  side  of  the  midrib.  The  foliage  is 
known  to  be  ripe  for  plucking  when  the  leaves  be- 
come sufficiently  brittle  to  break  upon  bending. 
After  stripping,  the  leaves  are  spread  out  to  dry 
upon  woollen  blankets  in  the  sun,  great  care  being 
taken  to  prevent  absorption  of  moisture,  which  is 
known  by  the  leaf  acquiring  a  brown  tinge ;  when 
properly  cured  it  retains  a  pale  green  color.  When 
the  curing  is  completed  the  coca  is  packed  in 
bundles  or  sacks  of  an  arroba  (twenty-five  pounds) 
each,  and  carefully  covered  with  dry  sand  until  de- 
sired for  the  market.  Coca  never  produces  a  de- 
pressing action,  except  as  the  result  of  an  overdose 
of  small  quantities  so  frequently  beneficial. 

"  Tschudi,  cites  as  examples  several  Indians 
who,  never  allowing  a  day  to  pass  without  at  least 
three  coceadas,  attained  the  truly  patriarch  age  of 
one  hundred  and  thirty  years.  As  the  ordinary 
food  of  the  native  Peruvians  consist  almost  ex- 
clusively of  roasted  maize,  barley,  or  seeds  of  the 
quinoa,  which  are  eaten  without  any  addition,  they 
suffer  with  frequent  and  obstinate  obstructions  and 
derangements  of  the  digestive  system,  which  are 
entirely  obviated  by  the  use  of  coca.  From  the 
time  the  native  becomes  a  coquero  the  trouble 
ceases,  never  to  recur,  except  with  the  abandon- 
ment of  the  habit. 

"  In  moderate  doses  coca  causes  increased  arte- 
rial activity,  stimulates  the  alimentary  secretions 
and  peristaltic  action,  diminishes  weariness, 
strengthens  the  pulse,  calms  nervous  excitement 
retards  waste,  facilitates  repair,  alleviates  spasms, 
and  increases  mental  activity ;  in  fact,  it  is  an 
economizer  of  vital  energy,  and  an  effective  aid  to 
nutrition.  It  invariably  contributes  to  mental 
cheerfulness,  and  withal  not  unfrequently  causes 
unequivocal  aphrodisia. 

"  Although  one  cannot  look  upon  coca  as  a  food, 
it  will  be  found  second  only  to  alcohol  in  its  food- 
replacing  power  ;  for  this  reason  it  will  undoubted- 
ly prove  of  value  in  low  forms  of  fever. 

"  In  large  doses  it  has  a  decided  action  upon  the 
kidneys,  producing  also  watery  stools,  and,  when 
long  continued,  gives  to  both  urine  and  faeces  a 
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highly  offensive  odor,  and  renders  the  latter  so  acid 
as  almost  to  destroy  all  vegetation  with  which  they 
may  come  in  contact ;  it  also  renders  other  excre- 
tions, as  those  of  the  lungs  and  skin,  offensive.  In 
these  large  doses  it  does  not  seem  to  affect  the 
visual  organs,  as  the  pupils  will  be  found  freely 
contractible  on  the  approach  of  light,  and  unless 
the  doses  are  very  heavy  the  eye  presents  an  ex- 
pression of  combined  merriment  and  cunning. 
Hunger  seems  never  to  be  induced,  but  rather  the 
contrar)' ;  yet,  if  the  patient  be  coaxed  to  partake 
of  food  set  before  him,  he  eats  voraciously. 

"  Of  the  physiological  and  therapeutical  action 
of  coca  there  is  much  to  be  discovered.  It  has 
been  lauded  as  a  hypnotic,  yet  its  uncertainty  of 
action  will  prevent  its  ever  superseding  the  many 
other  drugs  of  far  greater  value  that  we  possess. 
It  is,  however,  anodyne  and  antispasmodic,  exert- 
ing special  influence  upon  the  brain  and  spinal 
cord,  and  from  its  action  upon  the  pneumogastric 
it  will  undoubtedly  prove  of  benefit  in  certain 
forms  of  asthma.  Its  antispasmodic  action  has 
been  vouched  for  by  numerous  South  Americans. 
It  is  used  by  the  natives  to  promote  uterine  con- 
tractions. When  inertia  has  supervened,  I  am 
told  by  Spanish  American  physicians  that  its  effect 
is  both  speedy  and  certain.  In  melancholia,  or 
where  nervous  depression  exists,  its  action  in  pro- 
moting cheerfulness  is  marked,  and  its  influence 
upon  the  digestive  functions,  before  noticed,  will 
doubtless  cause  coca  to  be  prescribed  for  many  of 
the  diseases  of  so-called  dyspeptic  character,  and 
those  irregularities  arising  from  non-assimilation 
of  food. 

"  It  is  certain  of  the  Bolivian  Indians  inherit  from 
their  ancestors  a  mode  of  preparing  and  adminis- 
tering this  drug  so  as  to  produce  a  cataleptic  state 
so  profound  as  to  simulate  death  beyond  detection, 
from  which  the  patient  may  be  aroused  after  the 
lapse  of  a  few  hours  without  serious  results.  I  be- 
lieve a  mixture  of  cannabis  indica,  opium  and  cer- 
tain other  narcotics  is  used  for  the  same  purpose 
by  the  initiated  among  Orientals. 

"  Coca  will  produce  sleep  oftentimes  when  opium 
has  failed,  if  given  in  repeated  small  doses  for  a 
little  time  before  retiring  to  rest,  in  order  to  allow 
the  preliminary  stage  of  excitement  to  pass  off; 
but,  as  a  rule,  it  is  inferior  to  the  opiates,  its  action 
being  extremely  variable. 

"  For  the  last  few  years  it  has  been  fashionable 
to  claim  for  every  new  drug  a  decided  antiperiodic 
action,  vaunting  for  it  all  the  powers  of  quinia,  and 
coca  has  not  escaped.  Administered  in  conjunc- 
tion with  quinia,  it  will,  I  doubt  not,  like  opium, 
oftentimes  prove  a  valuable  adjunct.  Give  quinine 
to  a  confirmed  coquero,  at  the  same  time  depriving 
him  of  his  solace,  and  you  will  frequently  be  dis- 
appointed in  its  results.  Restore  him  his  coca,  and 
the  action  of  the  salt  will  be  both  speedy  and  cer- 
tain. I  have  observed  like  results  when  prescrib- 
ing for  consumers  of  tobacco. 

"  From  the  action  of  coca  as  observed,  the  writer 
would  give  it  to  a  patient  suffering  from  cholera, 
with  the  expectation  of  happy  results  ;  its  action  is 
rapid,  and  vomiting  and  cramps  would,  I  think, 
speedily  yield  to  its  influenoe.  Larabie,  Williams 
and  other  travellers  have  experiencad  almost  in- 
stantaneous relief  from  coca  when  suffering  from 
cholera  morbus.  Dr.  Carvallo  informs  me  that  he 
has  observed  similar  results  from  an  infusion,  and 
has  known  even  the  chewing  of  the  leaf  to  act 
favorably.  I  have  witnessed  the  same  effects  my- 
self. It  would  not  be  at  all  surprising  if  it  were 
prove  that  the  coca  caused  a  marked  increase  of 
the  biliary  secretions.  I  should  also  expect  marked 
results  from  it  in  congestive  chills,  and  particularly 


with  flannels  wet  with  ammonia  spirits  in  which 
quinine  has  been  dissolved  to  saturation,  applied  to 
the  abdomen,  as  practised  in  Central  America. 
But  it  is  in  hypochondriacal  diseases  that  we  may 
look  for  the  greatest  benefit  from  coca. 

"  I  trust  that  the  profession  will  thoroughly  ex- 
amine into  the  merits  and  demerits  of  the  article, 
and  give  the  full  negative  results  of  their  investiga- 
tions. I  say  negative,  for  that  is  the  evidence  de- 
manded at  the  present  day.  We  are  overrun  with 
positive  evidence,  all  virtues  being  ascribed  to  all 
remedies  to  such  an  extent  that  we  become  lost  in 
seeking  information.  What  we  now  need  to  know 
is  what  medicines  will  not  do. 

"  It  will  probably  be  found  that  the  dose  required 
for  our  climate  will  be  much  larger  than  that  de- 
manded in  Peru. — New  Remedz'es. 


jEsculus  Glabra  (Ohio  Buckeye). — 
This  remedy  has  a  very  wide  range  of 
action,  but  like  all  polycrests,  it  has  a  cen- 
tral point  of  action,  from  which  radiates  a  series  of 
secondary  or  reflexed  actions.  This  central  point  of 
action  is  upon  the  portal  system  and  the  liver.  It 
resembles  collinsonia,  aloes,  nux  vomica  and  podo- 
phyllin  in  its  action  upon  the  portal  circulation.  It 
is  more  powerful  than  ssculus  hippocastanum  in 
its  action.  In  congestion  of  the  liver,  when  accom- 
panied with  hemorrhoids,  with  aching,  pinching 
pains,  it  may  be  relied  on  with  confidence.  I  have 
used  this  remedy  in  quite  a  number  of  cases  of  hem- 
orrhoids with  the  most  positive  results.  In  consti- 
pation, with  hard,  knotty,  dry  stools,  of  a  light  color, 
it  is  one  of  our  most  positive  remedies.  In  all  cases 
of  hemorrhoids,  where  the  tumors  are  protuding,  or 
internal,  and  are  hard,  purple  and  veiy  sore,  with 
aching  or  throbbing,  burning  pain  attending  them, 
the  ajsculus  may  be  relied  on  with  confidence.  In 
cases  of  rectal  irritation,  attended  with  soreness, 
constriction,  fullness,  dryness,  and  a  sensation  as  if  a 
stick,  splinter,  or  some  other  foreign  substance  was 
lodged  in  the  rectum,  this  is  the  remedy  indicated. 
In  prolapsus  ani  it  may  be  given  internally,  while  the 
persulphate  of  iron  is  used  locally,  and  these  reme- 
dies will  effect  a  positive  cure.  Its  action  upon  the 
venous  system  is  as  undoubted  as  that  of  collinsonia. 
Its  action  also  upon  the  mucous  membranes  is  ap- 
parent. It  acts  equally  well  in  congestion  of  the 
uterus,  especially  the  congestion  of  the  cen'ix  uteri 
attended  with  painful  menstruation.  In  prolapsus, 
retroversion,  induration,  and  ulceration,  after  the  re- 
placement of  the  uterus,  given  internally  in  small 
doses  of  the  tincture,  it  is  a  valuable  remedy,  and 
may  be  accompanied  with  other  treatment  deemed 
necessary,  such  as  a  wash  of  permanganate  of  pot- 
ash where  there  is  ulceration,  and  the  wash  of  the 
persulphate  of  iron  in  prolapsus  uteri.  I  used  the 
saturated  tincture  in  doses  of  from  three  to  fiv^e  drops, 
three  times  a  day,  and  it  should  never  be  given  in 
toxical  doses. 

If  the  Eesculus  is  given  after  the  above  indications, 
it  will  be  found  a  very  trustworthy  remedy  in  piles, 
either  external  or  internal.  And  as  hemorrhoids  is 
a  disease  that  often  proves  obstinate  and  exceedingly 
annoying,  we  should  hail  this  as  a  rich  boon  to  the 
profession,  as  well  as  to  the  subjects  of  this  painful 
affliction.  And  again,  we  often  meet  with  obstinate 
cases  of  constipation,  from  a  want  of  biliary  secre- 
tion, and  a  state  of  inertia  of  the  bowels,  which  are 
readily  overcome  by  the  use  of  small  doses  of  this 
remedy,  given  for  a  few  weeks,  three  times  a  day. 
There  are  many  cases  of  congestion  of  the  uterus 
and  the  cervix  uteri,  which  hitherto  have  proved 
quite  obstinate  to  the  profession.  Many  of  these 
cases  yield  to  the  constant  use  of  the  assculus,  in 
small  doses,  given  for  a  month  or  two,  three  times 


22 


N£tV  PREPARATIONS. 


[Jan.  1878 


a  day, — I.  J.  M.  GOSS,  M.  D.,  in  the  American  Med- 
ical Journal. 


Medical  uses  of  Cereus  Grandiflorus 
AND  Cereus  Bonplandi,  of  Mexico  and  Cen- 
tral America. — The  cereus  grandiflorus,  like  cer- 
eus bonplandi,  spoken  of  in  the  January  number  of 
this  journal,  is  a  new  remedy,  but  also  one  of  ines- 
timable value  to  the  physician.  I  am  requested  by 
several  readers  of  this  journal  to  give  my  experience 
in  the  use  of  these  two  plants.  I  have  been  using 
the  cereus  grandiflorus  for  two  years,  in  various  dis- 
eases of  the  heart,  and  would  not  be  without  it  for 
any  consideration.  I  cannot  illustrate  its  value  in  any 
better  way  than  by  detailing  a  few  cases  that  I  have 
treated  with  it. 

Case  1st — Mrs.  McSwain,  a  lady  about  fifty  years 
of  age,  nervous  temperament,  and  formerly  of  Minn- 
esota, called  me  in  to  see  her.  I  found  her  with  vi- 
olent palpitation,  cold  extremities,  clammy  sweats, 
and  great  prostration.  I  examined  the  heart  care- 
fully, and  found  the  distinct  bellows  sound,  rapid 
pulsations  of  an  enlarged  heart  from  dilatation.  She 
informed  me  that  she  had  suffered  from  this  disease 
for  several  years,  and  often  sought  for  relief,  but,  as 
yet,  had  found  no  remedy  that  afforded  any  perma- 
nent exemption  from  her  sufferings.  I  prescribed 
the  cereus  grandiflorus,  in  five-drop  doses,  every  two 
or  three  hours,  alternated  with  collinsonia,  in  doses 
of  ten  drops,  three  or  four  times  a  day.  Under  this 
treatment  she  rapidly  improved,  until  she  regained 
her  health,  and  returned  to  her  home  in  the  North- 
west. 

Case  2D — I  was  called  to  see  Mrs.  Venable,  at 
Adairsville,  Ga.,  who  had  been  treated  by  a  number 
of  physicians,  and  last,  by  one  in  Atlanta,  Ga.  On 
examination  I  found  her  with  violent  palpitation, 
which  was  a  sympathetic  affection  of  the  cardiac 
plexus,  resulting  from  prolapsus  uteri,  and  a  persis- 
tent leucorrhcea.  I  put  her  at  once  upon  the  tinct- 
ure of  cereus  grandiflorus,  together  with  a  wash  of 
persalt  of  iron — the  first  for  leucorrhoea  and  the  iron 
for  the  prolapsus.  Under  the  use  of  cereus  grandi- 
florus she  soon  recovered  from  her  heart  troubles ; 
and  under  the  above  washes  and  tonics,  she  is  fast 
recovering  from  the  prolapsus  uteri.  In  that  very 
painful  affection  of  the  heart — angina  pectoris^ — 
{cra7np  of  the  heart) — we  have  no  remedies  so 
prompt  and  reliable  as  the  cereus  grandiflorus  and 
cereus  bonplandi.  The  bonplandi  being,  perhaps, 
the  most  active  of  the  two.  In  my  practice,  I  fre- 
quently meet  with  cases  of  organic  and  sympathetic 
palpitation.  In  organic  disease  of  the  heart,  as 
chronic  endocarditis  and  peri-carditis,  the  bonplandi, 
doubtless,  is  the  best;  and  if  persevered  with  for 
four  or  five  months  will  frequently  allay  the  inflam- 
mation. In  valvular  disease,  the  grandiflorus  or  the 
bonplandi,  alternated  with  collinsonia,  will  often  re- 
lieve the  trouble.    Is  it  an  arterial  sedative.'' 

Answer — It  doubtless  acts  as  an  arterial  sedative 
in  large  doses,  but  is  not  as  reliable  in  that  excited 
state  of  the  circulation  that  attends  inflammatory 
diseases  as  aconite  or  veratrum  ;  but  in  those  pecu- 
liar conditions  that  attend  organic  or  sympathetic 
affections  of  the  heart — the  want  of  power  in  the 
heart  from  nervous  depression,  causing  feeble,  quick, 
but  irregular  pulsations — palpitation — then  the  cer- 
eus grandiflorus  or  the  cereus  bonplandi  is  the  rem- 
edy needed,  and  will  act  promptly.  They  seem, 
either  of  them,  to  quiet  and  tone  up  the  cardiac 
nerves,  and  thereby  restore  the  equilibrium  of  action, 
the  very  thing  wanting  in  most  cases  of  heart  dis- 
ease, where  palpitation  is  a  prominent  symtom.  In 
organic  diseases  of  the  heart,  they  quiet  excitement 
of  the  heart,  and  thereby  give  rest,  and  hence  aid  in 
the  final  cure.     The  cereus  grandiflorus  and  cereus 


bonplandi  are  comparatively  new  remedies,  but  des- 
tined to  take  rank  with  other  good  remedies  lately 
introduced  to  the  profession.  The  bonplandi  is  a 
Mexican  j)lant,  and  can  be  had,  I  guess  in  San 
Francisco,  Cal. — I.  J.  M.  Goss,  M.  D.,  in  The  Med- 
iacl  Brief. 


Carbazotate  of  Ammonia. — Some  time  since 
I  asked  through  the  Journal  for  information  in  regard 
to  the  opinion  of  physicians  in  the  use  of  this  remedy. 
The  following  letter  came  in  reply,  but  was  mislaid  : 

"  You  asked  in  one  of  the  Journals  for  experience 
with  carbazotate  of  ammonia.  I  have  experimented 
with  it  some  for  the  last  two  years,  but  have  laid  it 
on  the  shelf,  at  least,  as  far  as  intermittent  fever  is 
concerned.  It  seems  to  have  an  action  somewhat 
similar  to  belladonna,  producing  dilatation  of  the 
pupils  and  calming  the  cerebrum.  I  have  used  it  in 
doses  of  one-eighth  and  one  fourth  of  a  grain,  re- 
peated every  two  or  three  hours.  About  two  years 
ago  I  was  treating  a  girl  aged  about  sixteen,  in  an 
attack  of  typho-malarial  fever;  during  the  second 
week  she  got  worse  and  worse  in  spite  of  every  thing 
I  could  do;  her  tongue  was  dry  and  cracked  and 
very  sore,  her  throat  so  sore  that  she  could  hardly 
swallow  any  thing.  She  was  very  delirious  at  night, 
they  could  hardly  keep  her  in  bed ;  in  the  forenoon 
there  was  a  slight  remission  in  the  dehrium  but  she 
never  slept  any  during  a  whole  week.  At  this  period 
I  gave  carbazotate  of  ammonia  in  one-fourth  grain 
doses  until  four  doses  were  taken  when  she  went  to 
sleep  and  slept  some  during  the  afternoon  and  all 
night.  I  repeated  the  prescription  once  or  twice,  but 
improvement  did  not  go  on  any  farther,  her  throat 
remained  sore  and  dry  and  her  tongue  dry  and  dark 
red  with  blood  chaps,  also  on  the  lips  diy  crusts,  but 
but  the  fever  and  delirium  and  sleeplessness  were 
gone  and  did  not  return.  At  about  the  sixteenth  day 
day  of  treatment  I  was,  through  the  influence  of 
neighbors,  dismissed,  and  Dr.  E.  of  this  place  called 
in ;  he  told  them  she  had  no  fever  at  all  but  a  men- 
strual disorder.  After  about  three  weeks  more  she 
recovered,  and  to  prove  that  my  diagnosis  was  cor- 
rect, some  other  members  of  the  family  (males)  who 
were  not  affected  with  amenorrhoea,  were  taken 
down  with  a  similar  disease.  I  think  the  young  lady 
would  have  died  if  she  had  not  got  rest. — J.  J.  Frey, 
M.  D.,  in  the  EclecticMedical  Journal. 


PiCRATE  OF  Ammonia  in  Intermittent  Fe- 
ver.— There  has  been  in  this  section  of  the  country 
more  cases  of  intermittent  fever  this  year  than  I 
have  ever  known  before.  All  varieties — masked, 
marked,  and  latent,  and  all  types — quotidian,  ter- 
tian, and  quartan,  constantly  appearing  and  recur- 
ring. Babies,  young  people,  and  "old  folks,"  none 
are  exempt.  As  a  consequence  we  have  prescribed 
a  variety  of  remedies.  Chief  and  first,  chills'  pana- 
cea, quinine.  But  a  great  many  stomachs  refuse  to 
retain  the  enortnous  doses  required  to  "break  the 
chills."  Even  when  they  were  broken  they  are 
missed  but  once  or  twice.  Cinchonidia,  from  its 
cheapness,  demanded  a  trial,  and  was  in  several 
cases  successful,  as  much  so  as  quinine.  Fowler's 
solution  was  called  into  requisition,  and  was  an  effi- 
cient remedy  in  a  number  of  cases  of  long  standing, 
yet  relapses  occurred,  and  it  seemed  to  loose  its  vir- 
tues. On  the  17th  of  October  we  commenced  using 
picrate,  or  carbazotate  of  ammonia. 

Case  i. — Mr.  M.,  aged  forty-five  years.  Has  had 
chills,  tertian  type,  for  seven  weeks,  held  partly  in 
check  by  quinine,  cinchonidia,  and  arsenic.  For  last 
two  weeks  has  had  chill  every  second  night,  though 
taking  forty-five  drops  of  Fowler's  solution  daily. 
Prescribed  grain  doses  of  picrate  ammonia  twice  a 
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day  till  six  doses  were  taken.  Patient  has  not  had 
a  chill  since.  On  fourth  day  after,  repeated  the  pre- 
scription for  fear  of  relapse. 

Case  ii. — Child,  aged  three  years,  tertian  type. 
Came  into  my  hands  after  having  taken  calomel, 
quinine,  etc.  Gave  Fowler's  solution.  Chills  checked 
for  a  few  days,  but  repeatedly  recurring.  Prescribed 
one-sixth  grain  doses  picrate  ammonia  twice  a  day 
for  three  days.  No  more  chills.  A  few  days  after 
repeated  the  prescription.     Child  well. 

Case  hi. — Mrs.  S.,  aged  twenty-eight  years. 
Chills  for  five  or  six  weeks,  beginning  with  slight 
attack  of  remittent  fever.  Quinine  in  five-grain 
doses  every  two  hours  till  four  were  taken.  A  chill 
or  two  missed.  Six  grain  doses  of  cinchonidia,  re- 
peated five  or  six  times  ;  failed.  Arsenic  for  a  length 
of  time  without  effect.  Gave  grain  doses  of  picrate 
of  ammonia  twice  a  day  for  three  days ;  no  chills 
since. — J.  W.  Snider,  M.  D.,  in  the  Ohio  Medical 
Recorder. 


Phosphide  of  Zinc. — The  phosphide  of  zinc 
has  so  far  proven  a  most  efficient  agent  in  the  suc- 
cessful treatment  in  the  major  part  of  a  certain 
class  of  affections.  In  very  many  instances  it  has 
been  far  more  curative  than  phosphorus.  Consid- 
ered in  the  light  of  a  curative  agent  the  phosphide 
of  zinc  stands  alone,  not  only  for  the  certainty  but 
for  the  rapidity  of  its  action  as  a  nervous  tonic  and 
stimulant.  Its  value  in  these  respects  has  of  late 
been  fairly  tested  in  the  last  and  exhausting  stages 
of  typhoid  and  other  fevers,  where  the  nervous  en- 
ergies have  been  so  far  prostrated  as  to  render  con- 
valescence, if  not  doubtful,  at  least  tedious  and 
protracted.  The  great  therapeutic  value  of  the 
phosphide  of  zinc  is  evinced  in  the  most  distinct 
manner  when  used  in  the  treatment  of  neuralgia. 
While  the  phosphorus  is  seldom  curative  in  doses 
less  than  one-twentieth  of  a  grain,  often  calling  for 
as  much  as  one-tenth  or  one-fourth,  the  phosphide 
of  zinc  yields  as  reliable  and  more  speedy  results 
in  doses  of  one-tenth  to  one-eighth  of  a  grain. 
But  few  stomachs  can  tolerate  more  than  one- 
thirtieth  of  a  grain  of  phosphorus  before  manifest- 
ing symptoms  of  irritation,  which,  in  connection 
with  the  "  matchy"  taste  soon  evolved  in  eructa- 
tions, often  engenders  a  disgust  to  its  further  con- 
tinuance. Nor  are  these  disagreeable  features  al- 
together abolished  by  any  of  the  multitudinous 
formula;  now  in  vogue.  On  the  other  hand,  experi- 
ence with  the  phosphide  of  zinc  has  proven  that  it 
enters  the  circulation  far  more  rapidly  than  the  ele- 
ment, and  when  administered  in  doses  of  from  one- 
eighth  to  one-twelfth  of  a  grain,  it  produces  its 
curative  influence  far  more  readily,  and  is  equally 
as  permanent  in  therapeutic  power.  It  has  been 
found  to  be  extremely  serviceable  in  neuralgia  in 
doses  of  one-eighth  of  a  grain  in  the  form  of  a  pill, 
in  angina,  in  loss  of  memory,  impotence,  in  loss  of 
sleep  from  continued  mental  anxiety,  and  generally 
in  those  ner\'ous  affections  that  owe  their  origin  to 
exhaustion  and  depression  of  the  nerve  force.  Dr. 
Hammond's  formula  is  one-sixteenth  of  a  grain  of 
phosphide  of  zinc,  with  one-fourth  of  a  grain  of 
extract  of  nux-vomica  made  into  a  pill. — New 
Remedies. 


The  Therapeutic  Action  of  Nitrite  of 
Amyl. — Dr.  J.  Maximowitsch  {St.  Petersb.  Med. 
Wochenschriff,  No.  12,  1877,)  has  used  nitrite  of 
amyl  for  its  therapeutic  effects  in  the  following 
affections,  and  with  the  results  mentioned  below : 

(i).  Of  sixteen  cases  of  migraine  in  which  it 
was  employed,  twelve  were  completely  relieved. 
Even  after  the  first  inspiration  the  patients  felt  de- 
cidedly better.     In  one  case,  in  a  weak  and  nervous 


woman,  the  inhalations  had  to  be  practised  eight 
times  in  an  hour.  In  another  case  its  use  caused 
such  "  distress"  that  it  had  to  be  abandoned.  In 
the  remaining  cases  (two  in  number)  it  produced 
no  effect  whatever. 

(2).  In  two  cases  of  facial  neuralgia  having  no 
apparent  connection  with  malaria,  rapid  improve- 
ment followed  the  administration  of  amyl. 

(3).  In  a  case  of  giddiness  due  .to  anaemia  of 
the  vessels  of  the  brain,  which  was  itself  due  to  a 
general  deficiency  of  blood,  complete  relief  follow- , 
ed  inhalations  of  amyl  nitrite,  accompanied  by  the 
use  of  iron  internally.  In  another  case,  in  which 
the  vertigo  was  due  to  dyspepsia,  relief  was  ob- 
tained after  two  inhalations.  In  a  third  case  of 
vertigo,  however,  which  was  also  due  to  dyspepsia, 
no  effect  was  produced. 

(4).  In  hysteria  and  hystero-epilepsy,  even  when 
there  is  not  a  complete  cure,  very  great  improve- 
ment may  be  obtained.  In  a  very  severe  case  of 
hystero-epilepsy,  in  which  the  paroxysms  were  al- 
most an  hour  long,  and  which  had  proved  rebel- 
lious to  ice  compresses  to  the  head,  inhalations  of 
chloroform,  &c.,  the  inhalations  of  five  drops  of 
nitrite  of  amyl  gave  complete  relief..  A  second 
attack  was  cut  short  in  the  same  manner,  and  the 
patient  was  cured  by  this,  together  with  the  simul- 
taneous use  of  other  nervines. 

(5).  For  fainting  spells  he  considers  the  amyl 
far  superior  to  anything  else. 

(6).  In  a  case  of  epilepsy,  its  use  will  cut  short 
an  attack,  or  prevent  it  when  there  is  a  premoni- 
tory aura ;  and  in  connection  with  bromide  of  po- 
tassium and  atropia,  the  convulsions  have  been 
prevented  for  four  months. 

(7).  In  headache  from  defective  innervation  of 
the  vessels,  whether  due  to  disturbance  about  the 
stomach  or  to  cold,  its  use  will  give  good  results. 

(8).  In  five  cases  of  poisoning  by  carbonic  oxide 
great  benefit  was  obtained  from  the  inhalation  of 
amyl,  the  patients  being  restored  to  consciousness 
thereby. 

Dr.  M.  is  led  to  the  following  conclusions,  as  a 
result  of  his  experience  in  fifty  cases  : 

(i).  Inhalations  of  from  five  to  twenty  drops  of 
nitrite  of  amyl,  dropped  on  wadding,  is  attended 
by  no  danger  whatever ;  and, 

(2).  Its  use  is  indicated  in  all  diseases  which 
are  attended  by,  or  due  to  defective  innervation  of 
the  vessels.     In  all  such  cases  it  is  very  beneficial. 

[It  has  been  conclusively  proven  that  nitrite  of 
amyl  dilates  the  smaller  blood'  vessels,  and  hence, 
in  cases  of  congestion  about  the  nerve  centres  it 
would  seem  to  be  contra-indicated.  The  first  ex- 
periments of  the  Translator  induced  him  to  think 
that  this  drug  increased  the  power  of  the  heart ; 
but  on  further  investigation  this  proved  to  be  a 
mistake.  The  blood  pressure  is  considerably  low- 
ered in  dogs  by  the  use  of  amyl.  The  way  in 
which  it  increases  the  amount  of  blood  in  parts 
supplied  by  small  vessels  is  by  diminishing  the  ar- 
terial tension  and  causing  a  dilatation  of  the  ar- 
terioles.— W.  C.  D.] —  Virginia  Medical  Monthly. 


Dialyzed  Iron. — If  all  that  is  claimed  for  this 
preparation  be  true,  it  is  by  far  the  most  valuable 
form  in  which  iron  can  be  administered  in  many 
cases.  There  is  high  authority  in  support  of  its  value. 
Becquiral,  the  celebrated  French  scientist,  gives  it 
unqualified  praise,  and  it  has  been  used  in  France 
for  some  time,  with  satisfactory  results.  It  has  been 
more  recently  introduced  into  American  practice, 
and  appears  to  be  growing  rapidly  into  favor  in  Phil- 
adelphia and  elsewhere.    Its  mode  of  preparation  is 
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well  known  to  chemists  and  there  is  no  secresy  in 
connection  with  it.  It  is  a  concentrated  solution  of 
peroxide  of  iron,  without  odor,  and  without  the  styp- 
tic taste  of  ferruginous  preparations  in  general.  It 
may  be  given  in  the  same  doses  as  the  ordinary  per- 
chloride  tincture.  As  a  chemical  antidote  to  arsenic, 
it  is  claimed  to  be  fully  equal  to  the  hydrated  sesqui- 
oxide,  and  it  has  the  advantage  of  being  always 
ready  for  immediate  use.  Becquel  says  of  it,  that  it 
produces  no  gastric  disturbance  of  any  kind,  and  no 
constipation,  and  that  it  never  discolors  the  teeth. 
Not  yet  having  had  an  opportunity  of  giving  it  a  suf- 
ficient trial,  we  cannot  speak  from  experience,  but 
the  testimony  in  favor  of  it  is  too  strong  to  be  dis- 
puted.— Pacific  Journal. 


Tincture  of  Nux  Vomica,  for  Nausea 
AND  Vomiting  in  Pregnancy. — Having,  some 
years  ago,  presumed  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
profession  to  the  value  of  this  remedy  (for  it  is  not 
new,  or  this  application  of  it  original  with  me),  I 
would  not  dare  do  so  again,  were  it  not  that  I  no- 
ticed in  a  recent  article  from  the  pen  of  an  eminent 
gynaecologist  the  following — the  italics  being  mine  : 
"  Various  remedies  have  been  recommended  which 
occasionally  succeed  (in  relieving  nausea  and  vom- 
iting in  pregnancy)  but  not  unfrequently  fail  to 
afford  the  desired  relief.  I  venture  to  report  the 
following  cases,  in  the  hope  that  others  may  be 
induced  to  add  chloral  to  the  long  list  of  drugs 
which  occasionally  afford  relief  to  patients  suffer- 
ing from  this  most  distressing  symptom." 

Now  I  do  not  doubt  that  the  chloral  is  a  good 
remedy  for  the  trouble  in  question  ;  but  must  earn- 
estly insist  that  tincture  of  Nux  Vomica,  when  ad- 
ministered as  I  shall  hereinafter  direct,  is  not  a 
remedy  that  will  only  occasionally  afford  relief  to 
patients  suffering  nausea  and  vomiting  in  preg- 
nancy ;  for  experience  has  assured  me  that  it  will 
promptly  relieve  such  cases,  in  the  great  majority 
of  instances. 

I  usually  administer  the  remedy  about  as  fol- 
lows : 
R.      Tinct.  nucis  vom., 

Liq.  bis7nuthi,of  each  ....     '%oz.       M. 

Sig.  Teaspoonful  three  or  four  times  a  day,  a 
dose  just  after  each  meal. 

In  some  very  bad,  neglected  cases  it  may  be  ne- 
cessary for  the  patient  to  take  a  light  breakfast  in 
bed  for  two  or  three  days  at  the  beginning  of  treat- 
ment. 

During  the  last  year  I  have  used,  with  gratifying 
success,  the  granular  effervescent  citrate  of  bis- 
muth, pepsin  and  strychnia.  It  has  the  advantage 
— an  important  one — of  being  quite  pleasant  to 
take ;  but  probably  it  is  not  so  efficient  as  the  tinc- 
ture of  nux  vomica,  as  above  directed. 

Where  the  patient  is  very  fastidious  as  to  taste, 
I  sometimes  administered  strychnia  granules,  one- 
twentieth  of  a  grain  three  times  a  day,  just  after 
meals,  with  the  desired  effect. 

In  a  few  aggravated  cases,  not  wishing  to  wait 
to  see  if  the  above  prescribed  treatment  would  give 
relief,  I  have  used  the  constant  galvanic  current 
with  success,  by  applying  one  pole  over  jhe  uterine 
region,  and  moving  the  other  up  and  down  the 
spine,  and  over  the  epigastric  region,  for  fifteen  to 
twenty-five  minutes,  just  after  each  meal. 

Certainly,  with  a  well-directed  use  of  the  reme- 
dies I  have  mentioned  we  will  not  only  be  able  to 
"  occasionally"  relieve  nausea  and  vomiting  in  preg- 
nancy, but  will  surely  be  able  to  do  so  in  almost 
every  case,  if  not  complicated  with  some  organic 
disease. — G.  C.  Smith,  M.D.,  in  Pacific  Medical 
and  Surgical  "Journal. 


Grindelia  Robusta  and  its  Use  as  a  Re- 
medy FOR  Ivy  Poisoning. — James  G.  Steele,  of 
San  Francisco,  writes  to  the  Scientific  American 
that  the  Rhus  toxicodendron  is  a  very  common 
cause  of  a  great  deal  of  misery  and  suffering  in 
California,  and  contributes  a  paper  on  the  proper- 
ties of  Grindelia  robusta  as  a  remedy,  from  which 
the  following  is  taken  : 

"  Dr.  L.  A.  Canfield  (deceased)  of  Monterey, 
Cal.,  was  the  first,"  so  Mr.  Steele  says,  "  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  medical  profession  to  the  therapeu- 
tic action  of  Grindelia  robusta  in  cases  of  '  Oak 
Poisoning,'  Some  twelve  years  since  he  caused  to 
be  published,  in  the  Pacific  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal,  a  short  account  of  this  plant,  its  botanical 
features,  habitat,  and  medicinal  value.  My  atten- 
tion being  thus  directed  to  the  plant,  I  procured 
specimens,  and  prepared  various  pharmaceutical 
compounds  containing  the  virtues  of  the  drug, 
which  were  prescribed  by  the  medical  faculty  of 
this  city,  with  sufficient  success  to  warrant  me  in 
keeping  a  bountiful  supply  of  the  plant.  It  has 
been  my  practice  yearly,  during  the  months  of  May 
and  June,  to  go  into  the  rural  districts  and  have 
gathered  and  dried  in  the  shade  one  or  two  tons  of 
Grindelia  robusta. 

It  may  be  presumed  that  the  medicinal  virtues 
of  the  Grindelia  robusta  reside  in  the  viscid  and 
resinous  juice  before  mentioned.  Confirmatory 
evidence  offers  itself  in  the  fact  that  the  plants 
gathered  from  the  lower  and  marshy  grounds  are 
more  robust  and  succulent,  the  leaves  and  stalks 
larger  and  coarser  in  appearance  and  devoid  almost 
entirely  of  the  "  balsam  "  before  mentioned,  and 
have  little  efficacy  in  the  eruption  of  Oak  Poison- 
ing. The  directions  for  its  employment  are  as 
follows  : 

"  For  Poison  Oak  eruption,  the  best  method  is  to 
mix  one  or  two  teaspoonfuls  of  the  strong  fluid 
extract  of  Grindelia  with  half  a  tumbler  of  cold  or 
tepid  water,  and  apply  freely  with  a  sponge  or 
cloths  dipped  in  the  mixture  to  the  parts  affected. 
One  or  two  applications  will  often  suffice  for  a 
cure,  but  if  the  disease  has  been  of  long  duration, 
several  days  may  elapse  before  entire  relief  is  ob- 
tained. In  severe  cases  of  poisoning,  cloths  dipped 
in  the  solution  may  be  bound  upon  the  parts,  and, 
if  necessary,  more  of  the  fluid  extract  added.  The 
most  obstinate  case  of  poisoning  will  be  overcome 
by  this  mode  of  treatment,  and  immediately  after 
the  first  application  the  most  .surprising  relief  is 
experienced.  Another  medicinal  use  has  been 
found  for  Grindelia  and  its  preparations.  Asthtna 
and  kindred  ailments  have  been  made  to  succumb 
in  a  remarkable  manner.  For  fear  of  tiring  the 
patience  of  your  readers  and  with  a  due  regard  to 
the  value  of  space,  I  will  forbear  further  mention 
of  this,  save  to  remark  that  in  case  it  may  prove  of 
interest  to  excite  inquiry,  something  could  be 
written  of  our  experience  of  the  value  of  the  drug 
in  this  connection. 

"  The  Grindelia  robusta  and  its  various  medici- 
nal preparations  can  be  found  in  well-appointed 
pharmacies  in  the  large  Eastern  cities ;  and  in  case 
none  is  to  be  had  at  hand,  application  to  the  writer 
will  result  in  discovering  a  way  to  procure  it  in  any 
desired  quantity." — New  Remedies. 


When  not  to  give  Iron. — In  the  current 
number  of  the  Practitioner  Dr.  Milner  Fothergill 
has  contributed  a  few  practical  remarks  on  the 
contra-indications  for  giving  this  drug.  As  long, 
he  says,  as  there  is  rapidity  of  pulse  combined  with 
rise  of  temperature,  so  long  must  Iron  be  withheld 
in  the  treatment  of  acute  disease.      As  long,  more- 
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over,  as  the  tongue  is  thickly  coated,  or  red  and  ir- 
ritable, it  is  well  to  withold  chalybeates  altogether. 
This  is  particularly  true  of  phthisis.  No  matter 
what  the  other  indications  are,  it  is  useless  and 
sometimes  worse  than  useless  to  give  it  without  the 
tongue  be  clean  without  irritability. 

It  may  be  laid  down  as  a  general  rule  that  this 
toleration  of  iron  diminishes  as  the  age  increases. 
Young  children  take  iron  well,  and  it  is  often  well 
borne  by  them  in  conditions  which  in  the  adult 
distinctly  forbid  its  use. 

There  is  one  condition  where  iron  is  absolutely 
forbidden,  and  that  is  the  condition  known  as  bili- 
ousness. As  long  as  there  is  a  foul  tongue,  a  bad 
taste  in  the  mouth,  and  fullness  of  the  liver,  with 
disturbances  of  the  alimentary  canal,  iron  is  not 
only  of  no  sen'ice,  but  positively  does  harm.  Sir 
Joseph  Fayrer's  Indian  experience  is  in  full  accord 
with  this  expression  of  opinion.  In  speaking  of  the 
treatment  of  hepatic  congestion,  accompanied  by 
anaemia,  he  lays  stress  upon  the  resort  to  purga- 
tives and  vegetable  tonics  and  the  avoidance  of  iron 
until  the  biliary  congestion  is  removed.  "  When 
the  portal  circulation  is  relieved  some  preparation 
of  iron  may  be  useful." 

When  given  in  large  doses  iron  always  blackens 
the  stools,  but  if  given  in  moderate  doses  and  well 
assimilated  this  blackening  is  not  so  marked.  The 
color  of  the  stools,  then,  may  be  utilized  as  an  in- 
dicator as  to  how  far  chalybeates  are  assimilated 
and  are  likely  to  be  useful. 

There  are  two  different  states  in  women  where 
iron  is  either  totally  contra-indicated  or  to  be  given 
with  great  caution.  The  first  is  a  condition  of 
amenorrhoea  in  florid,  plethoric  persons.  The  other 
is  the  opposite  condition  of  menorrhagia  in  certain 
females.  There  are  cases  of  menorrhagia  associated 
with  pallor  and  debility,  where  the  usual  compound 
of  iron  and  extract  of  ergot  is  not  so  useful  as  a 
non-chalybeate  treatment.  In  these  cases  it  is  not 
any  imperfection  in  the  process  of  blood  manufac- 
ture which  is  to  be  remedied,  for  the  blood  is  made 
rapidly  and  quickly,  only  to  be  lost  at  each  men- 
strual period.  It  is  here  desirable  rather  to  Hmit 
the  rapidity  of  the  blood  formation,  so  that  when 
the  several  vascular  turgescence  of  the  menstrual 
period  comes,  it  will  not  find  the  blood-vessels  too 
distended  with  blood.  This  will  lead  to  diminished 
catamenial  loss,  and  so  the  blood-waste  will  be 
economised.  According  to  the  experience  of  Dr. 
Brown-S6quard  and  Dr.  Hughlings  Jackson  iron 
does  not  suit  epileptics.  It  increases  the  tendency 
to  fits.  It  may  improve  the  general  condition,  but 
it  aggravates  the  epilepsy. — Press  and  Circular. 


Salicylic  Acid. — The  following  is  the  sub- 
stance of  the  concluding  therapeutical  summary  of 
an  article  by  Prof.  Germain  See,  running  through 
several  recent  numbers  of  Le  France  Medicale. 

1.  As  an  external  antizymotic  medicament  sali- 
cylic acid  has  an  incontestable  action,  but  does  not 
surpass  in  this  respect  phenic  acid,  and  possesses 
over  it  no  advantage  except  that  of  being  odorless. 
As  an  internal  antiseptic  it  has  no  appreciable  effect, 
either  in  purulent  affections  or  in  contagious  para- 
sitic ones,  such  as  diphtheria  or  thrush,  or  in  gan- 
grene, or  finally,  in  diabetes. 

2.  As  antipyretic  medicines,  salicylate  of  soda 
and  salicylic  acid  possess  transitory  and  dubious 
properties,  even  as  against  the  specific,  miasmatic, 
and  virulent  fevers,  etc.,  thus  it  has  no  marked  su- 
periority over  the  sulphate  of  quinine  ;  the  salicylate 
of  quinine  itself  cannot  yet  take  any  definite  rank 
in  the  therapeutics  of  the  palustral  fevers.  With- 
out power  in  the  cure  of  variola,  the  salicylate  of 
soda  has  not  yet  given  proofs  of  its  efficacy  in  the 


treatment  of  typhoid ;  its  febrifuge  power  is  very 
limited. 

3.  It  is  in  acute  articular  rheumatism  that  we 
observe  the  surest  and  promptest  effects,  so  indeed 
that  we  can  always  at  once  predict  a  cure  of  febrile 
or  apyretic  rheumatism  within  from  two  to  four 
days;  51  cases  in  evidence. 

4.  In  simple  chronic  rheumatism  the  trials  I 
have  instituted  were  very  satisfactory ;  also  in  the 
acute  crises  which  manifest  themselves  from  time 
to  time,  either  in  the  form  of  simple  rheumatism,  or 
even  in  that  of  nodular  arthritis,  the  painful  attacks 
cease  as  soon  as  in  the  case  of  acute  rheumatism. 
More  than  this,  the  articular  engorgements  dimin- 
ish to  a  considerable  extent,  and  the  movements 
may  become  free,  even  after  years  of  pain,  rigidity 
and  immobility,  on  condition  only  that  the  osseous 
lesions  be  not  too  advanced  and  serious  ;  (eleven 
observations  of  chronic  rheumatism  cured  or 
ameliorated.) 

5.  But  it  is  in  acute  and  chronic  gout  that  the 
results  are  most  remarkable  ;  in  my  first  trials  I  was 
struck  with  the  promptness  with  which  the  most 
painful  acute  attacks  were  relieved,  in  the  course  of 
from  two  to  three  days  the  pain,  the  articular  hyper- 
emia, the  redness,  the  sensitiveness  to  touch,  had 
all  disappeared. 

Chronic  gout  does  not  take  less  kindly  to  the  sali- 
cylic acid  treatment.  By  its  continuous  use,  even 
in  moderate  doses,  the  patients  are  absolutely  pro- 
tected from  acute  attacks. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  chronic  peri-articular  en- 
gorgements readily  disappear,  the  tophaceous  depo- 
sits of  the  joints  dimish  and  cease  to  inflame;  in  a 
word,  the  cure  may  be  complete  without  producing 
any  metastasis  to  the  heart,  the  stomach,  the  respir- 
atory organs  or  the  brain  ;  in  no  case  out  of  twenty- 
one  which  I  have  been  able  to  follow  out,  was  there 
the  least  tendency  to  retrocession  of  the  gout  to- 
ward the  internal  organs. 

No  other  inconveniences  were  experienced  than 
the  development  of  trouble  of  hearing,  and  some- 
times a  certain  degree  of  feebleness  or  of  narcotism; 
these  two  last  disappeared  with  the  decrease  of  the 
dose,  the  disorder  of  audition  was  rather  more  per- 
sistant. 

Among  the  affections,  often  of  a  gouty  nature, 
we  may  mention  the  gravel,  which  is  very  favorably 
modified,  or  rather  is  very  easily  eliminated,  by  the 
aid  of  salicylate  of  soda,  which  has  the  further  ad- 
vantage of  calming  the  nephritic  pains. 

6.  The  salicylic  treatment  seems  to  advantage- 
ously modify  certain  facial  neuralgias,  but  this  action 
is  not  definitely  established  ;  the  same  is  the  case 
with  the  treatment  of  sciatica  by  this  agent. 

7.  In  painful  affections  of  the  spinal  cord,  sali- 
cylate of  soda  produces  calmative  effects,  very  clear- 
ly appreciable ;  but  with  the  continuation  of  the 
treatment  a  certain  degreeof  weakening  may  result. 

M.  Laborde,  in  reponse  to  this  assertion  of  M. 
See,  "  The  cutaneous  and  general  sensibility  is  not 
modified  under  the  influence  of  salicylic  acid," 
showed  to  the  Soc.  of  Biologic,  July  28,  (rep.  in  Gaz. 
des  Hopitaux)  a  dog,  into  the  femoral  vein  of  which 
he  had  injected,  twenty-four  hours  previously,  four 
grammes  of  salicylate  of  soda,  and  which  presented 
a  profound  and  absolute  anaesthesia  of  the  whole 
cutaneous  surface.  In  opposition  to  M.  See,  there- 
fore, M.  Laborde  believed  that  he  could  affirm  that 
salicylic  acid  possessed  analgesic  properties. —  To- 
ledo Medical  Journal. 
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Original  Communications. 

A  Nucleus  in  the  Red  Blood-Corpuscle. 

By  Chas.  H.  Stowei.l,  M.  D., 

Of  the  Physiological  Laboratory  of  Michigan  University, 
Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 

T  your  request  I  give  you  the  method 
employed  to  demonstrate  the  presence 
of  a  nucleus  in  a  red  blood  corpuscle. 
In  the  Archiv.fur  Mic.  Anat.,  Bd. 
4,  Professor  Boettcher  gives  the  results 
of  some  researches  on  this  subject,  confirming  him 
in  the  belief  first  advocated  by  Rollet. 

I  give  you  his  method  of  procedure. 

He  uses  a  saturated  solution  of  corrosive  sublimate 
in  96  per  cent  alcohol,  and  into  fifty  volumes  of 
this  solution,  one  of  blood  is  to  be  rapidly  diffused. 

By  this  means  the  coloring  matter  of  the  cor- 
puscle is  taken  out — bleached — and  thus  the  in- 
ternal structure  brought  more  clearly  to  View.  This 
solution  preserves  the  corpuscles  as  well. 

By  agitating  the  mixture  now  and  then  the  pro- 
cess is  hastened,  and  in  about  twenty-four  hours 
the  corpuscles  are  allowed  to  subside,  the  superin- 
cumbent fluid  poured  oif  and  pure  alcohol  added  to 
a  like  amount. 

In  another  twenty-four  hours  this  is  poured  off 
and  distilled  water  added.  The  corpuscles  are  now 
thoroughly  washed,  and  are  not  acted  upon  by  the 
water. 

Professor  Boettcher  employs  eosin,  hematoxylin, 
picric  acid  and  carmine  as  staining  agents,  but  pre- 
fers the  first. 

He  finds  three  classes  of  corpuscles : 

First.     Homogeneous  and  shiny  throughout. 

Second.  Added  to  this  a  granular  mass  in  the 
center  which  stains  readily. 

Third.  Besides  the  cortical  layer  and  proto- 
plasm, inclosed  in  the  latter  is  a  marked  nucleus 
and  nucleolus. 

Some  blood  was  examined  from  a  man  poisoned 
with  an  alcoholic  solution  of  corrosive  sublimate 
with  the  result  of  finding  nuclei  in  the  corpuscles. 

A  review  of  this  paper  of  Professor  Boettcher's 
can  be  found  in  the  November  and  December  num- 
ber of  the  London  Monthly  Microscopical  Journal. 

The  method  given  above  was  strictly  carried,  out 
at  our  laboratory,  and  I  was  thus  able  to  demon- 
strate to  my  class  the  presence  of  this  nucleus,  and 
several  of  the  members  of  the  faculty  examined  the 
specimens  as  well. 

Carmine  was  used  exclusively  as  the  staining 
agent,  and  the  most  satisfactory  views  were  obtained 
from  using  a  one-twelfth  immersion. 

There  was  a  very  marked  difference  between  the 
appearance     presented     by    a    so-called    "cup- 


shaped  "  corpuscle  and  one  containing  a  nucleus. 
There  is  not  only  a  difference  in  the  shape,  but 
when  a  current  is  established  in  the  field,  and  the 
corpuscles  thus  made  to  roll  about,  the  contrast  is 
very  marked. 

I  found  the  great  majority  of  the  corpuscles  to 
belong  to  the  first  class,  while  one  with  a  nucleolus 
also  was  very  rare  indeed. 

I  propose  to  make  a  series  of  experiments  on 
different  mammals,  poisoning  them  with  corrosive 
sublimate,  with  respect  to  further  deciding  this 
question,  when  I  shall  be  pleased  to  give  you  my 
results. 


Boldo. 

By  Chas.  W.  Zaremba,  M.  D.,  Ph.  D. 

Member   of   the    "Sociedad   Medica,"   Santiago  de   Chile, 
Academy  of  Natural  Science,  Philadelphia,  V^..,  etc, 

HE  Boldo  (Boldoa  fragrans— Pavon : 
Peumus  Boldo — Mol :  Ruizia  fragans 
Ruiz  i  Pavon),  of  the  family  of  the  Mo- 
nomeacias,  is  a  very  luxuriant  tree  of 
fifteen  to  twenty  feet  high,  growing 
on  the  hill-sides  of  the  central  provinces  of 
Chili,  as  far  down  as  Oxorno  (Province  of  Valdivia) 
and  is  indigenous  to  that  country.  This  tree  is 
very  aromatic,  whence  it  derives  its  name ;  bears 
oblong,  coriaceous,  very  strong  and  rough  leaves 
set  opposite  each  other;   flowers  are  collected   in 


little  bunches ;  fruit  small  and  of  yellowish  color, 
very  sweet  and  aromatic.  In  the  country  the  fruit 
is  eaten,  but  always  in  small  quantities  on  account 
of  their  clogging  sweetness,  and  the  slight  heat 
thereby  produced  in  the  mouth.  The  oldest  travel- 
ers inform  us  that  the  Boldo  was  known  and  used 
since  immemorial  times  by  the  natives  of  the  coun- 
try in  infusion  against  rheumatic  complaints,  in 
syphilis,  ulcerations  of  the  mouth,  etc. 

About  the  latter  part  of  1870  the  boldo  sprung 
into  fashion,  not  only  among  the  farmers,  but  also 
among  medical  men  in  Chili. 
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My  esteemed  friend,  the  celebrated  naturalist, 
Don  Vincento  Bastillo  (since  deceased),  a  large 
wool  grower,  lost  very  heavily  in  sheep,  dying  from 
worms'  in  the  liver ;  some  however,  that  were  only 
recently  attacked,  ate  the  leaves  of  the  boldo  from 
twigs  with  which  the  corral  fence  had  been  repaired, 
and  recovered  entirely.  This  news  spread  like 
wildfire,  and  the  remedy  became  general  in  like 
cases  among  men,  and  since  that  time  the  boldo 
has  obtained  an  important  place  in  the  therapeutics 
of  liver-complaint,  as  will  be  hereafter  shown. 
:  The  Chilenos  (country  people  I  mean)  labored 
under  the  belief,  that  boldo  was  a  panacea  for  the 
liver,  while  in  fact  it  only  acted  in  the  first  place  as 
a  vermifuge. 

In  January,  1872,  I  first  brought  the  boldo  to  the 
United  States,  using  at  first  the  infusion  of  forty- 
five  grains  of  the  leaves  to  one  hundred  and  fifty 
of  boiling  water ;  next  I  used  the  alcoholic  extract. 
The  aqueous  extract  contains  a  slightly  bitter  prin- 
ciple. 

The  infusion  is  of  a  beautiful  light  yellowish 
color,  of  a  pronounced  aromatic  smell,  and  causes 
slight  heat  in  the  stomach,  however  little  may  be 
drank.  The  extract  is  much  more  aromatic  and 
pungent  to  the  taste,  reminding  one  of  turpentine, 
but  its  smell  is  disguised  by  its  essence. 

Here  I  will  caution  the  profession  that  an  infu- 
sion surcharged  with  boldo  occasions  colic,  diar- 
rhcea,.  and  if  taken  in  inconsiderate,  rqanner  pro- 
duced even  acute  dysentery.  The  dose  of  the 
extract  is  from  four  to  five  grains  three  or  four 
times  a  day. 

In  a  conference  of  the  "  Sociedad  Medica,"  held 
August  30th,  1 87 1,  my  colleagues  summed  up  the 
most  important  items  of  the  therapeutics  of  the 
boldo  as  follows  :        ■ 

From  experiments  -made  and  the  nature  of  the 
product,  we  may  now  conclude  that  the  boldo  is, 

1.  A  most  useful  and ,  profitable  remedy  in 
blennorrhagia.    \  ■\;\]  V<  '>''>.  ■^'■'• 

2.  That  it  produces  always  good  effects  in  dys- 
peptic affect iojts  when  we  recognize  as  the  cause  an 
atony  or  debility  of  the  digestive  organs,  or  when 
complicated  by  bilious  disorders. 

3.  That  its  administration  has  been  more  than 
once  favorable  in  chronic  catarrh  of  the  bladder. 

4.  That,  the  boldo  being  balsamic  and  carmina- 
tive, it  is  an  important  auxiliary  in  the  treatment  of 
hepatic  abscesses  whenever  the  febrile  symptoms 
have  been  overcome. 

5.  That,  considering  the  observations  hitherto 
made  in  animals,  and  also  a  number  of  which  have 
been  made  in  man,  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  the 
boldo  is  a  powerful  anthelmintic,  which  presump- 
tion is  corroborated  by  the  qualities  and  the  nature 
of  the  product. 

6.  That  the  decoction  of  the  leaves  may  also 
serve  very  effectively  in  washing  wine-casks  to  pre- 
vent them  from  souring;  a  practice  followed  by  the 
native  farmers  since  immemorial  times. 

"^"'"'^..  v^'' ■■■ 

CLINICS   OF  THE   BOLDO    IN    BLENNORRHAGIA. 

Following  in  theory  the  one  inducement  for  its 
application  was  .  its  resinous  character  and  the 
essence  obtained  from  the  alcoholic  extract,  pre- 
pared according  to  Gluber.  This  extract  has  been 
prepared  by  my  distinguished  friend  and  co-laborer. 
Dr.  Adolfo  Murillo,  and  to  him  I  am  indebted  for 
the  following  clinical  observations. 

I.  On  the  24th  of  September,  1870,  Dr.  M.  was 
requested,  by  permit  of  the  surgeon,  to  treat  the 
patient  in  bed  No.  60,  in  the  military  hospital,  San- 
tiago, Chili.  It  was  a  soldier  twenty-four  years  of 
age,  robust  constitution  and  good  appearance.  Nine 
days  after  having  had  impure  intercourse,  which 
manifested  itself  in  a  blennorrhagia  and  swelling  of 


the  groins,  he  prescribed  daily  three  pills  of  the 
alcoholic  extract  of  boldo,  each  weighing  twenty 
centigrammes.  On  the  28th  (four  days  afterwards),, 
the  affection  had  entirely  disappeared,  and  the 
patient  regained  his  health. 

2.  On  the  20th  of  December,  1870,  Dr.  M.  took 
charge  of  the  occupant  of  bed  No.  27  in  the  same 
hospital ;  he  was  a  man  twenty-eight  years  old  and 
of  good  constitution.  He  had  blennorrhagia  already 
for  twelve  days  of  an  inflammatory  character,  and 
being  troubled  with  nocturnal  erections.  Three 
pills  of  the  alcoholic  extract  of  boldo  were  admin- 
istered, each  containing  twenty  centigrammes  of 
the  extract  and  five  centigrammes  of  camphor ;  the 
man  felt  better  after  two  days,  leaving  on  the  30th 
entirely  cured. 

3.  December  21st,  1870, 1  took  in  charge  No.  20 
in  the  same  military  hospital,  and  found  that  he  had 
been  affected  with  blennorraghia  for  1 5  days.  The 
usual  medication,  a  preparation  of  balsam  copaiba, 
was  unable  to  give  him  rest,  nor  had  his  condition 
been  improved  since  he  entered  the  establishment. 
I  prescribed  three  pills  of  boldo  and  camphor,  to 
be  administered  in  the  same  form  and  doses  as  in 
the  other  case.  The  patient  left  in  seven  days 
entirely  cured.  .jt/;  .,,„., 

The  above  cases  were  presented  to  the  Medical 
College  in  September,  1871. 

BOLDO    IN   DYSPEPSIA. 

It  is  HERE  where  the  boldo  produces  its  greatest 
results.  I  cannot  detail  the  many  facts,  for  the 
reason  that  the  cases  in  which  the  boldo  has  been 
used  with  the  highest  salutary  effects,  are  so  very 
numerous.  Whenever  digestion  is  impaired,  the 
tongue  coated,  accompanied  by  pyrosis  and  torpor 
of  the  intestines,  I  have  never  given  the  boldo  either 
in  infusion  or  wine  form  that  it  has  not  had  the 
best  effects. 

X.  CD.  K.,  a  bachelor,  forty  years  of  age,  of 
bilious  temperament,  regular  habits,  suffered  for 
many  years  from  irregular  digestion.  Having 
almost  constantly  a  weight  on  the  stomach,  accom- 
panied with  indescribable  feelings,  and  with  fre- 
quent bilious  diarrhoea.  I  gave  the  boldo  in  infu- 
sion after  meals,  making  liberal  use  of  it,  and  after 
the  first  few  days  the  complaint  disappeared 
entirely. 

2.  G.  A.,  a  monk,  belonging  to  one  of  the  con- 
vents at  Santiago,  and  leading  a  very  sedentary 
life ;  his  digestion  was  in  a  very  bad  condition- 
dyspepsia  making  his  appearance.  I  gave  him  the 
ordinary  infusion  of  boldo  after  meals  ;  in  two  days 
the  symptoms  had  disappeared,  and  he  joyfully 
announced  his  entire  recovery. 

In  the  following  cases  the  boldo  had  been  admin- 
istered in  wine,  prepared  in  the  usual  manner, 
which  will  be  of  some  interest  to  the  fraternity. 

THE  BOLDO  AS  AN   ANTHELMINTIC. 

The  first  observations  that  I  made  in  regard  to 
the  complaint,  I  was  at  once  convinced  that  this 
was  the  natural  remedy  for  the  same,  it  containing 
all- the  properties  required.  In  treating  cases  com- 
ing under  this  class,  I  prefer  the  ethereal  extract, 
which  contains  more  of  the  essence  of  boldo. 

THE   BOLDO    IN    RHEUMATISM. 

I  have  given  it  repeatedly  in  baths  in  the  same 
form  which  was  used  by  the  Spanish  naturalist 
Ruiz  i  Pavon  in  the  last  century,  and  by  Bertero 
and  others  of  the  present  century. 

Finally,  I  have  seen  in  the  Bulletin  de  Thera- 
putique  oi  November  15th,  1872,  a  notice  of  the 
extraction  of  an  alkaloid  called  "  Boldine." 
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Fucus  Vesiculosus. 

By  C.  W.  Manker,  M.  D.,  Farmers'  City,  Iowa 

BOUT  fifteen  months  ago  I  commenced 
experimenting  with  fluid  extract  fucus 
vesiculosus.  I  promised  at  that  time 
that  when  I  had  concluded  my  experi- 
ments with  the  medicine  I  would  in- 
form you  in  regard  to  the  results.  The  first  case 
upon  whom  I  used  it  is  the  most  important  and  in- 
teresting in  its  results  on  account  of  the  condition 
in  which  I  found  the  patient  at  first,  and  the  almost 
magical  manner  in  which  the  medicine  acted.  I 
will  therefore  give  a  tolerably  complete  history  of 
the  case. 

Mrs.  W.,  ast.  thirty-eight  years,  married  for 
several  years,  but  never  bore  any  children,  always 
aborting  at  about  the  second  or  third  month.  She 
■  was  very  corpulent,  weighing  about  three  hundred 
pounds.  Her  menstrual  function  was  veiy  irregular 
,^nd  she  was  at  times  affected  with  amenorrhoea, 
^and  at  times  with  dysmenorrhoea.  When  she  had 
the  latter,  the  pain  was  in  the  beginning  of  her 
•nolimen  menstruale  almost  unbearable.  She  was 
also  the  subject  of  severe  attacks  of  palpitation  of 
the  heart  and  great  dyspnoea,  coming  simulta- 
neously and  lasting  for  from  a  half  to  one  hour,  and 
these  attacks  were  of  almost  weekly  occurrence. 
She  had  been  treated  by  different  physicians  for 
these  difficulties,  but  with  only  temporary  relief.  It 
was  for  these  troubles  that  she  called  upon  me  to 
relifeve  her.  After  examining  her  thoroughly  and 
finding  no  organic  disease  either  of  the  lungs  or 
heart,  I  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the  plethora 
and  excessive  obesity  produced  all  of  her  sufferings, 
therefore,  acting  under  the  influence  of  this  belief, 
I  requested  her  to  allow  me  to  prescribe  a  course 
of  treatment  designed  to  diminish  her  corpulence 
and  plethora,  to  which  she  reluctantly  consented, 
and  I  ordered  a  bottle  of  fluid  extract  of  fucus  vesi- 
culosus, as  I  had  seen  it  recommended  in  your 
periodical  New  Preparations,  aind  other  works 
on  therapeutics.  .     ,  .      ' 

When  the  medicine  arrived  I  prescribed  it  at  first 
in  teaspoonful  doses,  thrice  daily,  before  meals, 
gradually  increasing  to  a  tablespoonful ;  and  finally, 
after  taking  three  bottles,  to  two  tablespoonfuls. 
,At  the  same  time  I  prescribed  a  course  of  dieting, 
'which  consisted  in  excluding  from  the  food  as  near- 
ly as  fwssible  all  starchy  and  saccharine  articles, 
hut  allowing  as  much  as  wanted  of  all  other  articles, 
such  as  fruits  and  vegetables,  except  potatoes  and 
Tice,  meats  of  any  kind,  except  pork.  Of  this  liberal 
diet  Tallowed  her  to  eat  all  her  appetite  craved  ;  and 
right  here  I  wish  to  say  that  the  happy  result  of  the 
treatment  was  in  a  great  measure  due  to  the  faith- 
ful manner  in  which  she  carried  out  my  prescrip- 
tions, both  in  regard  to  the  dietary  and  medicine, 
for  from  the  very  first  day  of  the  treatment  she 
never  missed  a  dose  of  medicine,  or  ate  a  mouthful 
of  "forbidden  fruit." 

After  she  had  taken  the  first  bottle,  her  menstrual 
function  was  greatly  improved,  the  palpitation  had 
neariy  disappeared  and  she  had  diminished  in  flesh 
so  that  the  most  casual  observer  could  notice  it. 
In  all  she  has  taken  twelve  pound ,  bottles  of  the 
medicine,  and  to-day  she  claims  to  be  perfectly 
healthy  in  every  respect.  Her  menstrual  function 
is  completely  and  permanently  restored,  coming  on 
at  the  regular  time  and  continuing  the  natural  time, 
and  passing  off  without  hardly  a  pain.  The  pal- 
pitation of  the  heart,  from  which  she  used  to  suffer 
so  much,  has  entirely  disappeared,  never  having  the 
least  symptom  of  it  since  taking  the  second  bottle 
of  medicine  ;  and  in  embonpoint  she  has  diminished 
Tvonderfullv,  weighing  at  present  only  one  hundred 


and  ninety  pounds.  This  does  not  hardly  seem  rea- 
sonable, and  yet  it  is  as  true  as  it  is  that  I  am  writ- 
ing about  it.  I  am  requested  to  withhold  her  name, 
but  if  any  person  wishes  to  correspond  with  her, 
they  can  have  her  address  by  applying  to  me  and 
inclosing  a  three  cent  stamp  for  reply.  To  use  her 
own  words,  Mrs.  W.  says  :  "  I  feel  better  than  I 
have  for  years  in  every  respect,  and  I  have  not  had 
a  pain  or  an  uncomfortable  feeling  hardly  worth 
mentioning  since  beginning  the  use  of  the  medi- 
cine." 

Now  some  persons  may  ask  the  qiaestion  whether 
it  was  the  fucus  vesiculosus  or  the  strict  attention 
to  dieting  that  accomplished  the  result.  Indeed  I 
asked  myself  this  question  while  treating  the  case, 
and  not  wishing  to  be  misled  in  regard  to  the  effects 
of  the  medicine,  I  determined  to  ascertain  if  possible 
a  true  solution  of  the  question.  I  therefore  discon- 
tinued the  medicine  for  a  while,  still  allowing  her  to 
continue  the  dietary  as  usual,  when  the  unfavorable 
symptoms  began  to  return  ;  but,  as  soon  as  the 
medicine  was  resorted  to  again,  she  commenced  to 
rapidly  improve ;  then  I  discontinued  the  dietary, 
still  allowing  her  to  take  the  medicine  as  usual,  but 
could  notice  but  little  change,  except  that  she  did 
not  seem  to  improve  quite  so  rapidly  as  when  using 
the  two  in  conjunction.  • 

I  therefore  conclude  that  the  medicine  is  the 
facile  princeps,  or  the  chief  agent  in  accomplishing 
the  results  above  mentioned,  although  the  dietary 
is  a  valuable  auxiliar}'  in  the  treatment.    ,  •     ,  . 

Since  using  the  medicine  upon  this  case,  ,Ii  have 
used  it  upon  others  with  equally  certain  results,  but 
not  with  such  rapid  action. 

In  conclusion  I  will  say  that  for  reducing  cor- 
pulency there  is  no  better  or  more  certain  agent 
known  to  the  profession.  It  is  perfectly  harmless, 
and  on  the  other  hand  seems  to  invigorate  the  sys- 
tem in  general  to  a  healthy  action,  regulating  the 
assimilation  of  the  food,  and  thus  overcoming  the 
excessive  accumulation  of  adipose.  It  is  said  also 
to  increase  the  amount  of  fat,  where  the  system 
seems  to  be  abnormally  deficient.  In  fact  it  seems 
to  act  by  regulating  the  function  of  assimilation  to 
a  healthy  condition,  and  thus  bringing  the  system 
to  a  natural  and  healthy  condition. 

Again,  when  there  is  a  functional  derangement 
of  the  menstrual  function  dependent  upon  some 
fault  of  nutrition,  or  from  plethora  or,  excessive 
obesity,  the  medicine  seems  to  control  the  disorder 
with  great  facility.  In  fact,  any  disorder  resulting 
from  faulty  nutrition,  it  seems  to  me,  that  if  I  am 
right  in  regard  to  the  action  of  the  medicine,  it  will 
be  a  valuable  agent  in  controlling,  e.g.,  tu^rou- 
losis,  etCru.i  :>:!  .  ivj^H'  .■wl;(/I    .^vk^hj?/: 

Furthermore  I  will  say  that  the  flufd  extract, 
when  properly  prepared,  is  the  most  convenient  and 
easiest  method  of  administering  the  medicine,  and 
Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s  fluid  extract  of  fucus  vesicu- 
losus I  have  found  perfectly  reliable  in  every  case, 
of  uniform  strength  and  pleasant  to  administer. 


Berberis  Aquifolium. 

By  J.  H.  BuNDY,  M.  D.,  Oakland,  Cal. 

ERE  I  to  state  the  nurhber  of  applica- 
tions that  have  been  rnade  to  me  to 
furnish  this  drug — it  would  be  surpris- 
ing. And  for  all  that  I  have  so  plainly 
stated  that  /  could  not  furnish  it, 
still  the  orders  come.  I' have  orders  frotii  drug- 
gists in  San  Francisco,  in  Chicagfo,  in  St.  Louis, 
in  Boston,  in  New  York,  and  last,  but  not  least, 
an  order  to  be  filled  for  London.  I  often  think 
what  shall  I  do.^  The  only  answer  I  can  give 
is  this,  and  that  to  the  many  who  are  calling 
for  it,  is  to  apply  to  Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  &  Go.  for 
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it,  until  their  supply  runs  out.  Some  houses  are 
advertising  the  berberis  and  cascara  ;  but  to  my  cer- 
tain knowledge  no  house  in  the  United  States  other 
than  that  of  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  has  or  can  have 
it  on  hand,  from  the  fact,  that  at  the  present  season  of 
the  year  I  cannot  or  no  one  else  supply  the  drug. 

The  cases  heretofore  spoken  of  are,  at  this  time, 
as  follows :  One  is  well.  The  case  of  cancer 
is  not  yet  quite  well,  but  three  weeks  will  entirely 
complete  the  cure.  I  represented  the  case  as 
being  of  nine  years'  standing,  but  this  is  not  so  ;  it 
is  of  nineteen  years  instead  of  nine. 

Have  been  treating  a  case  of  ozaena,  Mrs.  C, 
from  Nevada.  Condition  :  The  septum  nasi 
together  with  the  vomer  were  entirely  destroyed, 
and,  in  fact,  the  disease  was  pushing  its  way 
onward  in  the  destruction  of  everything  before  it. 
She  was  advised  to  visit  this  institute,  and  upon 
examination  I  found  conditions  just  as  above  stated. 
She  had  been  under  many  physicians  in  Nevada, 
but  had  received  no  benefit.     Prescribed, 

R.     TV.  berberis  aquifolium,  four  ounces. 
Kali  iodide,  one  drachm. 
Aqua  dist.. 

Syrup  simplex,  each,  iti  suffi^cient  quantity 
up  to  four  ounces. 

M.  S.     Teaspoonful  four  times  daily. 

R.  Fluid  extract  yerba  reuma,  one  ounce. 
Aqua  dist.,  three  ounces. 
M.  S.  Snuff  one  teaspoonful  three  times  daily. 

The  result  being  that  after  eight  weeks'  treat- 
ment the  patient  was  discharged  cured.  I  need 
only  to  say  that  the  case  was  a  bad  one,  for  could 
the  readers  have  smelled  the  breath,  they  would  not 
doubt  of  the  fact.  Have  ordered  the  continuance 
of  the  berberis  for  two  months  more. 

Mrs.  R.  Severe  cough,  which  has  continued 
for  two  or  more  years ;  much  debilitated,  pale, 
cachectic ;  had  tried  everything  and  everybody. 
Gave, 

R.     Fluid  extract  berberis,  two  drachms. 
Fluid  extract  eriodyction,  one  drachm. 
Extract  of  malt,  sufficient  up  to  four  ounces. 
M.  S.  Teaspoonful  three  to  four  times  daily. 

In  three  days  the  cough  ceased,  and  in  one  month 
the  patient  was  restored  to  health. 

You  will  get  other  reports  of  the  same  kind  from 
Oakland,  for  they  say  they  are  surprised  at  the 
action  of  the  berberis,  and  that  they  are  going  to 
report  it.  There  is  one  thing  I  do  hope,  and  that  is 
that  no  one  will  attempt  to  injure  the  reputation  of 
this  valuable  drug  by  attempting  to  introduce  any- 
thing claiming  to  be  the  same.  Many  thanks  to 
Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  for  the  malt  extract, 
which  I  find  to  be  very  much  superior  to  anything 
of  the  kind  I  ever  used.  In  fact  I  like  to  take  it 
myself.     Wish  I  had  more. 

More  anon  on  this  subject. 


Berberis  Aquifolium. 

By  H.  Mallory.  M.  D..  Hamilton,  Ohio. 

Y  your  kindness  I  have  on  several  occa- 
sions contributed  articles  on  new  pre- 
parations through  your  excellent  jour- 
nal, and  by  your  permission  will  again 
call  the  attention  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession to  the  fluid  extract  of  berberis  aquifolium.  At 
■first  I  thought  Dr.  Bundy,  like  all  parents,  was  per- 
haps a  little  too  proud  of  his  own  offspring,  and  I 
was  slow  to  give  it  a  trial ;  and  when  I  did  so  I 
selected  cases  that  would  give  it  a  severe  trial. 

On  the  first  of  November,  1877,  Mr.  W.  D.,  of  this 
place,  called  me  to  see  his  two  little  daughters,  aged 


respectively  ten  and  twelve  years,  whom  I  found 
suffering  from  a  terrible  eruption  covering  the  scalp 
and  extending  downwards  over  the  face  and  chest. 
I  was  told  by  the  mother  that,  in  spite  of  all  she 
could  do,  the  disease  had  existed  over  two  years, 
and  the  mother,  by  the  way,  is  a  very  neat  house- 
wife. She  said  she  had  used  all  the  domestic 
remedies  she  could  procure,  but  the  disease  had  now 
become  so  bad,  and  the  odor  so  offensive  that  she 
was  compelled  to  take  them  from  school.  To  make 
the  story  short,  I  diagnosed  the  disease  scrofula, 
and  prescribed  the  following : 
R.     Fluid  extract  berberis. 

Syrup  simplex,  each  four  ounces. 

Mix.     Sig.     Give  a  teaspoonful  every  four  hours. 

The  first  effect  was  to  increase  the  eruption,  but 
in  four  weeks  from  the  time  they  commenced  the 
use  of  the  medicine  the  eruption  had  entirely  dis- 
appeared, leaving  the  skin  smooth  and  healthy. 

My  third  case  was  a  young  lady,  whose  family 
all  had  shown  scrofulous  symptoms,  some  of  whom, 
had  died  of  the  disease.  The  lady  referred  to  had 
been  troubled  with  an  eruption  confined  to  the  ears 
and  back  of  the  head  and  neck  of  six  months'  stand- 
ing. One  eight-ounce  bottle  of  fluid  extract  of  ber- 
beris aquifolium,  prepared  according  to  the  above 
mentioned  formula,  and  taken  in  teaspoonful  doses, 
effected  the  cure. 


Grindelia  Squarrosa. 

By  I.  J.  M.  Goss,  M.  D.,  LL.  D.,  Marietta,  Ga. 

RINDELIA  Squarrosa  is  represented  to 
act  upon  the  spleen,  and  as  an  anti- 
periodic  in  chills  caused  and  kept  up  by 
enlargement  of  the  spleen,  all  of  which 
is  true,  but  its  range  of  action  is  much 
wider.  I  gave  it  in  a  case  of  dumb  ague,  attended 
with  inaction  of  the  liver,  and  while  it  relieved  the 
chills  very  promptly,  it  acted  on  the  liver,  producing 
very  copious  bilious  istools  every  day  as  long  as  I 
gave  the  remedy ;  I  gave  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s  fluid 
extract  in  doses  of  twenty  drops  three  times  a  day. 
This  remedy  is  destined  to  become  one  of  our  most 
reliable  remedies  m  glandular  obstruction.  It  will 
be  found  the  remedy  in  leucocythaemia — a  disease 
of  the  lymphatic  system  generally,  which  is  com- 
mon after  attacks  of  ague  and  summer  fever,  and 
the  controlling  effects  of  the  grindelia  squarrosa 
over  the  spleen  and  other  lymphatic  glands  renders 
it  the  remedy  in  all  old  chronic  cases  of  ague.  I 
have  found  nothing  so  prompt  to  check  relapsing 
chills  as  this  remedy.  There  is  no  remedy  that 
acts  more  kindly  upon  the  liver  than  grindelia 
squarrosa.  Its  action  is  not  attended  by  any 
unpleasant  effects,  if  taken  in  moderate  doses,  but 
in  large  doses  Dr.  Bundy  experienced  toxical  effects. 
The  dose  need  not  exceed  twenty  to  thirty  drops  of 
the  fluid  extract.  To  act  upon  the  glandular  sys- 
tem twenty  drops  is  sufficient.  It  will  doubtless  be 
found  a  fine  remedy  in  all  glandular  obstructions. 
I  am  satisfied  that  it  is  a  specific  for  enlarged  spleen 
and  other  lymphatic  glands. 


Cascara  Sagrado. 

By  J.  H.  Bundy,  M.  D.,  Oakland,  Cal. 

INCE  my  last  paper  on  this  specific  for 
constipation  I  have  been  burdened  with 
letters  as  to  how  it  is  to  be  used  in 
that  disease,  and  how  much  ought  to 
be  given  at  a  dose,  where  to  obtain  it, 
and  if  I  will  send  it  to  physicians.  While  I  do  not 
wish  to  find  fault,  I  must  say  that  it  seems  strange 
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to  me  that  physicians  reading  my  papers  upon  dif- 
ferent drugs,  where  I  say  I  CANNOT  furnish  or  sup- 
ply them,  that  they  should  still  keep  on  sending  to 
me  (for  it  or  them,  as  the  case  may  be,  in  the  way 
of  drugs),  seems  strange.  When  I  say  /  cannot, 
ought  to  be  sufficient  to  those  who  read.  I  will 
answer  all  letters  with  pleasure,  who  may  wish  and 
who  send  a  stamp  for  reply. 

Cascara,  as  a  remedy  for  dyspepsia  and  constipa- 
tion, will  never  have  an  equal.  Those  who  under- 
stand the  action  of  the  gastro-intestinal  tract — con- 
sidering it  as  a  whole — the  digestive  tract,  need  but 
little  in  the  way  of  explanation,  and  probably  will 
ask  few  questions.  Have  you  a  case  of  constipation 
in  which  the  patient  has  taken  "  Ayer's  Pills,"  or 
some  other  pills  of  the  same  kind,  until  they  have 
destroyed  all  the  muscular  tone  of  the  bowels  and 
the  stomach  also,  prescribe,  if  you  have, 

R.     Fluid  extract  cascara  sagrado,  o?ie  ounce. 
Extract  of  malt,  two  ounces. 
Syrup  simplex,  two  ounces. 

M.  S.  Teaspoonful  three  or  four  times  daily, 
and  wait  upon  the  bowels  twenty  minutes  at  least 
every  morning  and.  evening,  as  the  case  may  be, 
and  you  will  have  no  trouble  in  curing  any  case  of 
constipation  caused  by  abuse  or  destruction  of 
tone  from  cathartics. 

Have  you  a  case  of  constipation  occasioned  by 
want  of  •secretion  from  the  gastric  follicles }  If 
you  have,  give 

R.    Fluid  extract  cascara,  one  ounce. 

Fluid  extract  berberis  aquifolium,  one  ounce, 
Extract  of  malt,  two  ounces. 

M.  S.     Teaspoonful  three  or  four  times  daily. 

If  you  have  a  case  of  indigestion,  in  which  your 
patient  throws  up  everything  taken,  give 

R.     Fluid  extract  cascara,  one  ounce. 
Extract  of  tnalt,  two  ounces, 
Fluid  extract  berberis,  one  outice. 
Acid  Hydrocyanic,  one  drachm. 

M.  S.  Teaspoonful  directly  after  meals,  or 
oftener,  if  there  is  pain  and  distress  with  belching 
of  gas  or  wind  from  the  stomach.  If  there  is  sim- 
ply constipation,  give  the  cascara  alone.  If,  with 
any  of  the  above  symptoms,  there  seems  to  be  a 
sluggish  liver,  give  nux  vomica  in  proper  quantity 
if  the  cascara  does  not  seem  to  influence  it  properly. 
I  speak  of  nux  vomica  as  simply  a  resort  if  need  be, 
but  nine  times  in  ten  you  will  not  resort  to  it.  If 
the  dose  of  cascara  recommended  does  not  produce 
the  desired  effect,  or  produces  too  much  action,  it  is 
expected  that  the  physician  himself  will  and  must 
exercise  some  judgment  in  its  administration  as  in 
all  drugs,  and  that  he  will  carefully  watch  its  action 
in  every  particular.  The  subject  under  consider- 
ation is  one  of  great  importance,  and  one  that  more 
frequently,  perhaps,  baffles  the  skill  of  the  best  phy- 
sicians than  any  other  malady,  and  one  that  the 
doctor  is  generally  more  willing  to  let  pass  by 
than  any  other,  from  the  fact  that  somehow  he 
does  not  succeed  in  his  treatment,  and  the  patient 
becomes  tired  of  constantly  being  "  physicked  "  now 
and  again  for  the  torpid  condition  of  the  liver  and 
bowels,  but  wants  something  that  will  restore  the 
general  tone  of  the  bowels  without  cathartics ;  and 
in  the  cascara,  with  the  above  combinations,  no 
practitioner  will  be  disappointed,  if  they  observe  the 
pathological  indications  carefully,  and  in  no  other 
way  need  the  practitioner  expect  to  succeed  with 
any  remedy. 

To  sum  up,  as  a  whole,  the  action  of  cascara,  let 
me  say,  that  it  is  indicated  where  there  is  laxity,  or 
a  want  of  tone  in  muscular  power  or  glandular 
secretion,  and  that  of  the  mucous  membranes  also. 
Many  letters  I  have  received  from  different  portions 
of  the  United  States  confirm  my  own  statements  in 
its  regard,  and  more  too. 


Viscum  Album.*    Mistletoe. 

By  W.  H,  Long,  M.  D.,  Louisville,  Ky. 

Surgeon  U.  S.  Marine  Hospital  Service. 

DESIRE  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
medical  profession  to  the  value  of  the 
mistletoe  as  an  oxytocic.  An  exten- 
sive experience  of  ten  years  with  this 
remedy  enables  me  to  speak  with  con- 
fidence as  to  its  properties,  and  should  entitle  my 
opinion  to  a  careful  consideration. 

I  first  began  to  use  mistletoe  in  1867.  The  first 
case  was  one  where  the  second  stage  of  labor  had 
been  protracted  for  hours  by  insufficient  action  of 
uterus.  I  had  no  ergot,  and,  being  several  miles 
from  a  drug  store,  could  get  none.  I  had  seen  far- 
mers give  it  to  cows,  where  the  placenta  had  been 
retained,  and  concluded  to  give  some  to  my  patient. 

I  prepared  a  decoction  of  viscum  and  gave  about 
four  ounces,  and  in  twenty  minutes  strong  contrac- 
tions were  induced,  and  the  labor  speedily  terminat- 
ed. Since  then  I  have  used  it  in  hundreds  of 
cases,  and  I  fail  to  remember  a  single  case  in  which 
a  failure  to  cause  uterine  contractions  occurred. 

I  have  also  used  it  in  cases  of  menorrhagia  and 
uterine  hemorrhages  with  satisfactory  results.  I 
have  taken  such  cases  and  given  ergot  and  mistle- 
toe, with  the  object  of  testing  the  relative  merits  of 
the  two  remedies,  and  unhesitatingly  pronounce  in 
favor  of  the  latter.  In  post-partum  hemorrhage 
the  results  have  been  no  less  satisfactory  than  in 
labor  and  menorrhagia. 

Viscum  acts  with  so  much  more  certainty  and 
promptness  than  ergot,  that  I  have  been  using  it 
exclusively  for  several  years.  It  acts  by  stimulat- 
ing the  uterus  to  natural  contractions,  and  does 
not,  as  ergot,  produce  continuous  or  chronic  con- 
tractions, so  that  it  may  be  given  at  any  stage  of 
labor,  and  in  primiparae,  when  we  feel  so  much  risk 
is  run  in  giving  ergot. 

I  ask  the  profession  to  give  it  a  fair  trial,  and 
feel  assured  that  no  such  disappointments  as  we 
frequently  have  from  ergot  will  happen.  It  may  be 
given  as  a  decoction  or  the  fluid  extract. 

The  fluid  extract  is  the  most  convenient  method 
of  administering  it.  It  is  of  uniform  strength,  and 
does  not  deteriorate  by  keeping — another  decided 
advantage  over  ergot. 

The  dose  is  a  teaspoonful,  and  may  be  repeated 
in  labor  every  twenty  minutes  until  the  desired 
effect  is  produced.  In  menorrhagia  every  four  to 
six  hours  is  often  enough. 

In  post-partum  hemorrhage  a  firm  contraction 
of  the  uterus  may  be  induced  in  from  twenty-five 
to  fifty  minutes. 


The  Quinine  Flower.  ;^j; 

(Sabhatia  EUiottii.) 

By  J.  Dabney  Palmer,  M.  D.,  Montecello,  Fla. 

ROFESSOR  Maisch,  of  Philadelphia,  in 
an  article  published  in  the  American 
Journal  of  Pharmacy,  classifies  this 
plant  as  the  Sabbatia  EUiottii.  It  is  an 
annual,  making  its  appearance  in  the 
middle  of  March  or  first  of  April,  and  flowering  from 
July  to  September,  or  even  as  late  as  October.  The 
flowers  are  small  (about  the  size  of  a  dime)  and  white 
with  a  yellow  center.     The  leaves  are  also  small  and 


*Dr.  E.  S.  Crosier,  in  a  recent  number  of  the 
Louisville  Medical  News,  states  that  our  Ameri- 
can mistletoe  is  termed  botanically  Phoradendron 
Flavescens — the  Viscum  Album  being  the  Euro- 
pean variety. — [Ed. 
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linear.  .  Tiie.:rodt'  consists  of  numerous  slender 
fibers,  and  the  whole  plant  is  not  over  twenty-four 
inches  high.  Its  usual  height  is  only  twelve  to 
eighteen  inches.  uo'.'^ii. 

It  is  a  native  of  Florida,  and  grows  luxuriantly 
in  some  portions  of  the  State.  In  the  lower  part  of 
Jefferson  county  it  is  very  abundant.  It  may  also 
be  found  in  Georgia,  and,  perhaps,  in  South  Caro- 
lina. The  most  favorable  situation  being  an  open 
pine  forest,  with  moderate  dry  soil.  I  have  seen  it, 
however,  growing  in  fiat  places,  in  which  there  was 
considerable  moisture  and  fertility ;  and  also  in  the 
vicinity  of  swamps.  And  in  what  is  called  the  flat 
woods,  extending  from  a  few  miles  south  of  Mon- 
ticello  to  the  Gulf,  it  can  be  gathered  in  any  quan- 
tity. 

As  a  remedy  for  intermittent  fever  it  has  long 
been  familiar  to  those  living  near  it ;  and  I  am  in- 
formed, that  in  many  families  no  other  remedy  is 
employed.  Its  value  in  this  disease,  and  in  other 
•types  of  malarial  fever,  was  for  many  years  only 
known  to  them  ;  and,  in  all  probability,  would  have 
remained  so  until  now,  had  not  the  war  produced 
such  a  scarcity  of  quinine  as  to  force  upon  us  the 
use  of  various  substitutes.  In  addition  to  the  anti- 
'periodic  property  of  this  substitute,  for  which  it  was 
so  much  esteemed,  these  people  had  observed  an 
analogy  existing  between  its  physiological  action 
and  that  of  quinine,  as  well  as  a  similiarity  of  taste, 
and  consequently  called  it  the  quinine  flower.  And 
in  order  to  prove  successful,  they  would  give  it,  as 
they  said,  until-  the  patient  felt  the  quinine  in  his 
head.  Nothing  more  than  a  strong  tea,  or  extract 
of  the  whole  plant  was  made,  and  given  without 
any  special  directions,  except  that  just  mentioned. 
The  uniform  success  attending  its  administration, 
notwithstanding  this  unskillful  and  imperfect 
method  of  preparing  it,  was  thought  evidence  of 
its  real  value,  and  warranted  further  investigation 
with  a  more  carefully  prepared  preparation.  Con- 
sequently I  made  a  saturated  tincture  with  diluted 
alcohol,  and  gave  it  in  teaspoonful  doses  every 
two  hours  until  the  patient  was  brought  under  its 
influence,  or  the  paroxysm  broken.  This  I  used 
successfully  in  many  cases  of  intermittent,  and  in 
a  few  of  remittent  fever. 

As  the  plant  is  free  from  astringency,  it  might  be 
given  in  combination  Avith  the  various  soluble  salts 
of  iron,  thereby  forming  elegant  and  efficient  tonic 
and  antiperiodic  compounds. 


Guarana  in  Sick   Headache. 

By  JOHN.C,_StEWART,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  York,  Me. 

HEN  a  mere  boy  I  suffered  intensely 
from  sick  headache.  Any  one  who 
has  had  it  knows  that  "■intensely"  is 
no  exaggeration.  I  applied  to  physi- 
cians, and  bought  books  on  headache, 
to  no  purpose.  I  studied  medicine  myself,  for  the 
purpose  of  trying  to  cure  it.  I  failed  in  every  at- 
tempt, until  I  tried  guarana,  in  1874.  I  took  tea- 
spoonful  does  of  the  powder  every  fifteen  minutes 
until  I  obtained  relief  from  the  attack.  For  two 
years  I  continued  to  use  it  as  a  palliative,  when  I 
found  myself  cured.  I  have  not  had  a  recurrence 
of  sick  headache  for  nearly  two  years.  I  have  used 
it  in  my  practice,  and  always  with  the  result  of  re- 
lieving the  paroxysm,  and,  at  times,  of  removing  the 
difficulty.  I  have  used  the  powder,  extract,  fluid 
extract,  tincture  and  elixir,  with  equal  success.  I 
consider  it  stimulant  and  tonic,  and  think  I  am 
borne  out  by  experience  in  my  conclusions.  I  am 
now  using  half  ounce  doses  of  the  elixir  every 
twenty  minutes  until  relief  is  obtained  from  the  at- 
tack.    Between  the  paroxysms  I  use  no  treatment. 


Damiana — Turnera  Aphrodisiaca. 

By  I.  J.  M.  GOSS,  M.  D.,  LL.  D.,  MARlEXTAijGaJ 

!i  lot}  -ifJi 
AMIANA  is  one  of  those  most  valuable 
specific  remedies,  introduced  to  the 
medical  profession  recently.  Some 
men  have  tried  it  and  reported  unfa- 
vorably of  it,  and  that  is  in  consequence 
of  poor  preparations  of  the  article.  I  procured  a 
fluid  extract  from  that  most  reliable  house,  viz. : 
Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  Detroit,  Michigan,  and  tried  it. 
The  case  in  which  I  gave  it  a  trial  was  a  large  man, 
some  forty  years  of  age,  who  came  to  me  to  consult 
me  for  a  loss  of  seminal  power.  He  stated  that  he 
had  some  desire  for  sexual  congresfi,  but  that  he 
had  no  power  of  erection,  consequently  no  ability 
to  perform  sexual  intercourse.  His  general  health 
otherwise  was  good.  I  put  him  upon  half  drachm 
doses  of  damiana  (the  fluid  extract)  three  times  a 
day,  and  in  a  few  days  he  reported  himself  as  very 
much  improved,  and  after  continuing  it  a  short  time 
discontinued  the  remedy.  I  look  upon  damiana  as 
one  of  the  most  positive  tonics  and  stimulants  that 
we  have  for  the  genital  organs,  for  male  and  female. 
But,  like  all  good  remedies,  it  must  be  prepared 
right.  A  great  many  of  our  best  vegetable  reme- 
dies have  been  condemned  simply  because  imper- 
fect preparations  were  used.  Many  vegetable 
remedies  contain  proximate  principles  that  are: not 
extracted  by  any  simple  mode  of  preparation,  con- 
sequently the  virtues  are  not  obtained  in  ordinary 
preparations.  Pharmacy  is  a  science,  and  must  be 
well  understood  to  afford  good  preparations. 


Eucalyptus  Globulus  in  Pleurisy. 

By  Geo.  W.  Mallory,'.  M,\T).,'.-XoWELL,  Mich. 

UCALYPTUS  given  in  alternate  doses 

with  grindelia  robusta  in  tubercu- 
losis or  inflammatory  condition  of 
the  lungs  and  pleura,  is  very  effica- 
cious, as  I  have  found  in  a  rpcent  case, 
which  I  will  report :  -cin  -jHj  K)   .-rif. 

Mr.  J.  T.,  aged  forty-five,  of  a  sanguirie  nervous 
temperament,  was  attacked  about  December  4th, 
1877,  with  pleurisy  and  inflammation  of  the  lungs. 
The  lower  lobe  of  the  right  side  was  the  most 
affected  ;  also  the  pleura,  on  same  side  was  much 
affected.  The  inflammation  of  the  lungs  terminated 
in  a  large  abscess  or  tubercle  in  lower  lobe  of  right 
lung.  He  expectorated  a  pint  of  muco-purulent 
matter  in  the  course  of  two  hours,  then  the  cough 
became  easier  and  the  expectoration  became  less 
every  day,  and  after  two  weeks  from  the  time  of 
attack  he  was  convalescent.  The  attack  was  so 
severe  that  he  could  riot  lie  down  for  forty-eight 
hours,  and  his  feet  and  hands  were  ven^  much 
swollen.  The  dyspnoea  was  labored  and  difficult; 
urine  very  high  colored.  The  bowels  remained  in- 
active as  to  the  evacuation  of  their  contents  for  ten 
days.  I  do  not  believe  in  evacuating  the  bowels, 
unless  there  is  some  organic  lesion.  To  give  a 
cathartic  early,  to  evacuate,  is  bad  policy  in  any 
case  of  disease  of  the  respiratory  organs. 

I  treated  the  above  case  on  general  principles. 
I  gave  the  grindelia  and  eucalyptus  in  ,one-half 
drachm  doses  alternately  every  two  to  four  hours  for 
ten  days,  then  give  it  alternately  every  six  hours  for 
ten  days.  At  the  end  of  twenty-five  days  all  cough 
and  expectoration  had  ceased.  For  a  week  all  who 
saw  this  case  pronounced  it  a  hopeless  one,  and 
that  neither  I  nor  any  one  else  could  cure  him. 

It  was  the  worst  case  of  the  kind  I  have  treated 
for  the  past  twenty-eight  years,  and  I  think  his  re- 
covery vv^as  due  to  the  alternate  effect  of  eucalyptus 
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and  grindelia.  No  blisters  were  applied  to  the 
affected  parts  in  this  case  ;  I  do  not  approve  of 
blistering  in  any  disease  of  the  chest,  because  it  only 
adds  to  the  already  existing  irritation. 

Grindelia  seems  to  act  as  a  non-irritant  on  the 
nerves  of  respiration ;  eucalyptus  acts  principally 
upon  the  secretions  and  carries  off  the  deleterious 
matters  of  the  system  through  the  excretory  organs, 
the  kidneys  and  the  skin.  Its  force  is  also  spent 
on  the  mucous  surfaces. 


Eucalyptus  Globulus  in  Malarial  Fever. 

By  L.  Stanley,  M.  D.,  Fincastle,  Ind. 

REPORT  a  case  that  came  under  my 
care  last  fall : 

J.  D.  came  under  my  care  suffering 
with  great  anaemia,  debility  and  night 
sweats,  etc.  He  had  had  various 
attacks  of  fever  and  chills.  Had  been  given  quinine 
and  cinchonidia  until  almost  deaf,  and  the  brain 
and  nervous  system  badly  injured.  The  mineral 
acids  had  been  used  and  the  bromides  to  relieve  the 
brain.  He  had  very  slight  fever  in  the  evening,  yet 
he  was  very  restless  and  delirious  through  the  night. 
All  the  old  remedies  had  been  exhausted  for  good 
and  even  pushed  to  harm.  His  friends  had  de- 
spaired of  recovery.  I  had  just  read  New  Prepar- 
ations and  put  him  on  eucalyptus,  a  teaspoonful 
of  the  fluid  extract  every  four  hours.  Under  its 
influence  he  slept  well,  the  night-sweats  stopped 
and  he  made  a  rapid  recovery. 

I  have  used  it  in  other  cases  with  satisfaction. 
My  experie^ice  proves  it  to  be  a  good  tonic,  and  it 
exerts  a  soothing  anodyne  influence  on  the  nervous 
system.  It  seems  to  increase  the  efficacy  of  qui- 
nine to  control  intermittents  and  to  obviate  some  of 
the  objectionable  features  of  it.  It  also  acts  as  a 
diuretic. 


On  the  Use  of  Sulphate  of  Cinchonidia 
in  Intermittents. 

By  A.  P.  Murray,  M.  D.,  Albany,  Ind. 

NOTICE  in  reading  your  journal  that 
several  physicians  report  that  in  their 
hands  the  sulphate  of  cinchonidia  has 
failed  to  have  the  desired  effect  in 
intermittents.  I  have  used  a  great  deal 
of  it  within  the  past  year,  and  my  success  has  been 
equal  if  not  superior  to  that  of  former  years,  when 
I  used  quinine.  I  find  the  cinchonidia  combined 
with  rhubarb,  capsicum  and  acid  benzoic,  ike 
remedy  in  chronic  intermittents  of  the  tertian  type. 
I  will,  to  show  what  it  has  done  in  my  hands,  give 
a  few  cases. 

Case  1st.  Master  B.,  aged  twelve  years,  has 
had  chills,  tertian  form,  for  three  months  ;  has  had 
quinine.  Fowler's  solution  and  several  other  reme- 
dies.    I  prescribed, 

R.     Sulphate  Cinchonidia, 
Pul.  Rhei, 

Pul.  capsicum,  each  twenty  grains. 
Acid  benzoic,  five  grains. 
Mix,  make  twenty  powders.  Sig.  One  every  hour 
beginning  twenty  hours  before  chill   is  expected. 
On  sixth  day  repeated  the  prescription.  Patient  has 
not  had  a  chill  since,  now  four  months. 

Case  2d.  Mr.  W.,  aged  twenty-two,  has  had 
chills  for  nine  months,  tertian  type ;  says  he  has 
taken  everything  without  permanent  relief.  I 
ordered  twenty  grains  of  calomel,  to  be  followed  with 
castor  oil ;  after  the  bowels  were  opened  I  prescribed 


as  in  case  No.  one.  Now,  after  a  lapse  of  two 
months,  there  is  no  return  of  the  chill.      '■.  •  ^ '^^  _  '\ 

In  small  children  I  use  a  prescription  half 'as 
strong  as  the  above,  with  the  same  good  results.   '; 

\  could  give  numerous  other  cases  were  it  neces- 
sary, but  the  above  will  suffice  to  show  what  cin- 
chonidia will  do  if  property  used. 


Tincture  of  Colocynth. 

By  James  I.  Tucker,  M.  D.,  Chicago,  111. 


|OU  invite  communications  upon  not  only 
new  remedies  and  preparations,  but 
upon  old  ones  put  to  a  ne^v  use.  I  have 
written  upon  the  tincture  of  colocynth 
in  the  Med.  Journal  and  Examiner, 
of  this  city,  and  since  received  numerous  testimoni- 
als in  favor  of  colocynth  in  allaying  colic  of  an  idio^ 
pathic  character,  colic  dependent  upon  foreign 
bodies  as  a  matter  of  course  being  removable  by 
means  calculated  to  remove  the  obstruction.  But 
for  idiopathic  colic,  which  is  a  neurosis,  I  have  never 
found  anything  more  efficacious  than  colocynth. 
This,  I  have  since  learned,  is  a  common  remedy 
with  the  homoeopaths,  so  that  with  them  colic  and 
colocynth  are  as  intimately  associated  in  therapeu- 
tics, as  their  names  are  in  alliteration.  I  should 
regard  a  medicine-case  defective  that  did  not  con- 
tain colocynth  in  the  form  of  tincture,  for  the  tinc- 
ture given  in  small  doses,  often  repeated,  has 
decided  advantages  over  all  other  forms. 

There  are  several  old  remedies  which  I  have 
experimented  with  in  a  manner  quite  novel,  and 
with  results  which,  sometime  in  the  future,  I  shall 
be  glad  to  report  to  your  journal,  .yisouH 


Smilax  Sarsaparilla. 

By  M.  E.  Hyams,  Statesville,  N.  C. 

N  calling  the  attention  of  the  medical 
fraternity  to  this  valuable  article,  the 
writer  quotes  some  authority  that  will 
corroborate  his  knowledge  and  expe- 
rience upon  the  subject,  from  Dr. 
Johnson  King's  American  Dispensatory,  page  jj^. 
which  says : 

There  is  a  plant  in  the  south,  extensively  known 
as  bamboo  brier,  the  root  of  which  I  have  much 
used  in  practice,  and  with  decidedly  more  success- 
ful results,  than  from  the  use  of  any  of  the  sarsa- 
parillas  from  the  shops.  He  invites  the  attention 
of  physicians  to  it  as  a  remedy  in  every  respect 
superior  to  the  commercial  article,  especially  in 
primary  and  secondary  syphilitic  diseases. 

We  further  quote  from  the  U.  S.  Dispensatory, 
page  809,  the  following,  to  wit : 

Smilax  sarsaparilla  was  admitted  by  most  of  the 
standard  authorities  as  the  true  source  of  this  drug, 
but  it  is  probable  none  of  the  sarsaparilla  of  the 
shops  was  ever  obtained  from  it.  It  is  a  native  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  medicine  has  never  been, 
within  our  knowledge,  collected  in  this  country. 

The  writer's  experience  for  thirty-five  years,  as  a 
collector  of  southern  indigenous  plants,  strengthens 
the  above  statement.  That  it  has  never  been  col- 
lected as  a  commercial  article  and  placed  upon  the 
market,  is  no  reason  that  it  should  not  be  fully  tested  ; 
and  why  so  valuable  an  article  should  have  been 
kept  secluded  or  in  a  state  of  oblivion,  is  truly 
remarkable.  My  observation  is,  that  the  smilax  sar- 
saparilla has  been  used  as  a  domestic  medicine  for 
purifying  the  blood  in  our  southern  states  for  many 
years,  with  the  happiest  effects,  and  stands  pre-em- 
inent among  our  physicians  as  a  domestic  remedy. 
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Among  the  Indians  and  our  people  it  has  been  ex- 
tensively used  as  an  anti-syphilitic  remedy,  and  is 
to-day  the  most  popular  indigenous  root  for  the 
above  purposes.  It  is  used  in  the  form  of  a  decoc- 
tion and  taken  ad  libiUtm  ;  age  does  not  effect  its 
peculiar  virtues,  and  it  is  certainly  more  reliable 
than  the  imported  sarsaparilla. 

It  has  been  found  serviceable  in  rheumatism, 
scrofula  and  diseases  of  the  skin.  Allow  me  to  re- 
late an  instance  that  occurred  a  short  time  since. 
An  experienced  physician  of  excelleht  standing  in 
our  country  was  using  menispermum  Canadense  for 
a  patient  afflicted  with  syphilitic  tumor,  but  found 
little  or  no  benefit  derived  from  its  use.  He  had 
supposed  he  had  been  using  the  smilax  sarsaparilla, 
until  advised  differently  by  the  writer.  He,  there- 
upon, went  to  work,  collected  the  proper  article, 
gave  it  in  decoction  to  his  patient,  who  is  now 
rapidly  recovering,  and  with  every  indication  of 
getting  entirely  well  in  a  short  time, 
i  There  is  no  doubt,  if  the  smilax  sarsaparilla  was 
properly  prepared  into  a  fluid  extract,  that  upon  a  fair 
trial  /ts  virtues  would  prove  superior  to  the  ordinary 
imported  sarsaparillas  of  the  present  day,  as  much 
of  the  latter  is  nearly  or  wholly  inert. 

If  a  nice  preparation  could  be  made,  no  doubt 
exists  in  my  mind  that  the  curative  powers  of  this 
article  would  be  found  essentially  useful  in  other 
diseases,  upon  which  it  has  not  been  tried  or  tested. 

I  have  thus  written  an  unbiased  communication 
from  experience  and  personal  obsen'ation,  that  has 
been  witnessed  solely  by  myself,  and  now  leave  the 
subject  to  others,  hoping  in  conclusion  to  see  it 
placed  upon  the  market  and  fairly  tried  upon  its 
merits. 


Eucalyptus  in   Diphtheria. 

By  A.  B.  Woodward,  M.  D.,  Tunkhannock,  Pa. 

N  cases  of  diphtheria  where  there  are 
dark  red  and  rough  edges  of  the 
tongue,  I  mix  "  baptisia  "  with  the  euca- 
lyptus,— for  children  from  two  to  five 
years  old  I  prescribe, 

R.     Fluid  extract  eucalyptus,  twenty  drops. 
Fluid  extract  Baptisia,  ten  drops. 
Aqua,  one-half  tumbler. 

M.  and  give  a  teaspoonful  every  half  hour.  This 
answers  the  place  of  a  gargle  and  also  antidotes 
the  "septic  poison,"  which  imprints  the  type  of  the 
disease.  If  the  throat  and  roof  of  the  mouth  pre- 
sent a  dark  shiny  red,  I  order  eucalyptus  alternately 
with  twenty  drops  of  tincture  ferri  chloridi,  aqua 
two-thirds  of  a  tumbler,  sweeten  with  good  white 
sugar,  giving  a  small  sip  every  hour.  If  the  pulse 
is  sharp  and  quick,  tongue  white,  with  injected  pa- 
pillae, eucalyptus  alternated  with  tincture  aconite 
five  to  seven  drops,  aqua  two-thirds  of  a  tumblerful. 
If  full  and  soft  or  full  and  rather  hard,  tincture 
veratrum  viride  five  to  seven  drops,  aqua  four 
ounces,  sweeten  and  give  a  teaspoonful  every  one- 
half  or  one  hour. 

The  eucalyptus  is  employed  as  an  antiseptic 
remedy,  and  the  aconite  and  veratrum  viride  as  the 
"  fever  remedy,"  which  is  very  much  favored  by  the 
use  of  the  eucalyptus,  not  more  than  half  the  amount 
being  required  to  produce  the  same  amount  of  suda- 
tion,  or  diaphoresis,  as  is  required  without  the 
eucalyptus  ;  and  the  reason  is,  in  part,  because  the 
system  is  relieved  of  the  poisonous  irritant,  which 
the  eucalyptus  antidotes.  It  is  preferable  to  qui- 
nine in  fevers  because  quinine  is  only  an  antidote  to 
malarial  poison,  whereas  eucalyptus  antidotes  both 
malarial  and  animal  poisons. 

In  cases  of  /y^/^i?/^ conditions  quinine  invariably 
does  harm  by  producing  more  excessive  dryness  of 


the  tongue.  Eucalyptus,  on  the  contrary,  moistens 
the  tongue,  and  also  destroys  that  peculiar  septic 
odor  which  every  practitioner  at  once  recognizes  in 
true  typhoid  conditions,  if  he  has  a  trained  nose. 
In  diphtheria  it  also  destroys  the  peculiar  odor  at 
once. 

Myself  and  partner  have  had  diphtheria  and 
scarlet  fever  cases  by  the  hundred  since  the  middle 
of  last  April,  and  we  have  not  failed  to  change 
malignant  types  into  simple  types  in  a  very  short 
time,  and  have  stopped  the  putrid  scent  so  often 
present  within  twelve  hours.  We  have  lost  only 
one  case  (and  that  one  was  a  case  where  early 
treatment  was  received  from  other  parties)  whose 
trachea  was  filled  with  diphtheritic  exudations, 
when  it  came  into  our  hands.  Eucalyptus  will 
change  malignant  scarlatina  to  a  simple  type,  in 
twenty-four  hours,  if  given  and  used  rationally,  with 
belladonna,  if  this  is  necessary  to  relieve  urgent 
congestion.  Of  course,  the  strength  should  be 
governed  according  to  age  and  the  urgency  of  the 
sypmtoms,  all  of  which  the  true  physician  can  see 
at  once.  We  could  give  sufficient  cases  to  fill  a 
large  volume,  where  eucalyptus  (if  a  good  article) 
has  positively  changed  malignant  conditions  to 
favorable  conditions  in  a  remarkably  short  space  of 
time. 

As  a  local  application  for  ulcers  and  wounds,'' ft 
has  no  equal,  and  for  suspicious  leucorrhoeal  dis- 
charges, it  is  one  of  the  best  z.r\\c\t?, ;  say  one  to  two 
drachms  in  one-half  pint  of  tepid  water,  for  vaginal 
injections,  injecting  it  slowly  ;  and  for  toning  up 
vaginae  and  weakened  and  prolapsed  uteri,  there  is 
no  better  remedy  for  vaginal  injections  than  euca- 
lyptus ;  equal  parts  of  fluid  extract  eucalyptus  and 
spice-bush  leaves  and  bark  used  in  the  strength 
above  mentioned. 

Eucalyptus  is  not  only  an  antiseptic  but  is  also 
a  disinfectant.  It  only  requires  to  be  used  once  to 
prove  this  in  cases  of  sloughing  ulcers,  or  retained 
placentas.  The  main  trouble,  however,  is  in  ob- 
taining a  good  article. 

Had  I  sufficient  time,  I  would  give  cases  where 
we  have  used  it  alone  in  order  to  test  its  virtues,  but 
suffice  it  to  say  that  we  do  not  see  fit  to  be  without 
it  for  a  moment  if  we  can  help  it ;  and  we  prefer 
the  fluid  extract  made  from  the  leaves  of  the  euca- 
lyptus which  grows  in  Australia,  believing  it  to  be 
as  much  superior  to  the  Californian  tree  as  the 
long  buchu  leaves  are  superior  to  the  short. 

We  also  wish  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  pro- 
fession the  fluid  extract  of  spice-bush  leaves  and 
bark  for  vaginal  enemas,  in  cases  of  prolapsed  uteri 
and  ulcerations  of  the  os  and  vagina,  leucorrhoea,  etc. 

We  will  give  you  some  of  our  experience  in  the 
use  of  "  equisetum  hyemale  "  as  soon  as  convenient, 
The  article  grows  here  in  abundance.  It  is  almost 
a  specific  in  congestion  or  clogging  of  the  kidneys, 
and  as  such  is  an  indispensable  article. 


New   Preparations. 


A  New  Tonic — "  Boldo." — Researches  have 
been  made  by  Messrs.  Dujardin,  Baumetz,  and 
C.  L.  Verne  on  this  proposed'  addition  to  our  list 
of  medicines. 

Boldo  is  a  tree  found  in  Chili,  of  a  height  of  five 
or  six  feet,  isolated  on  mountainous  regions,  with, 
yellow  blossom,  and  a  verdant  foliage.  Its  bark, 
leaves,  and  blossom  possess  marked  aromatic  odor, 
resembling  a  mixture  of  turpentine  and  camphor, 
the  leaves  contain  largely  an  essential  oil.  It  con- 
tains an  alkaloid  which  is  already  called  "  boldine." 
Its  properties  are  chiefly  as  a  stimulant  to  digestion 
and  having  a  marked  action  on  the  liver.    Its  action 
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was  discovered  rather  accidentally,  thus :  Some 
sheep  which  were  liver-diseased  were  confined  in 
an  inclosure  which  happened  to  have  been  recently 
repaired  with  boldo  twigs.  The  animals  ate  the 
leaves  and  shoots,  and  were  observed  to  recover 
speedily.  Direct  observations  prove  its  action — 
thus,  one  gramme  of  the  mixture  excites  appetite, 
increases  the  circulation,  and  produces  symptoms 
of  circulatory  excitement,  and  acts  on  the  urine, 
which  gives  out  the  peculiar  odor  of  boldo. —  T/ie 
Medical  Press  and  Circular. 


CuRARA  IN  Epilepsy. — C.  F.  Kuntze  {Deutsche 
Zeitschr.  f.  Prakt.  Med.,  i2>77.  No.  9),  suggests  the 
employment  of  subcutaneous  injections  of  0.5 
grm.  (gr.  jyi)  curara  in  5  grm.  O  iv)  water,  with 
the  addition  of  two  drops  of  hydrochloric  acid. 
Eight  drops  of  this  solution  are  injected  in  adults, 
at  intervals  of  a  week.  In  a  number  of  cases  in 
which  this  method  of  treatment  was  employed,  a 
few  weeks  sufficed  to  bring  about  a  marked  ameli- 
oration in  the  epileptic  symptoms.  -—  Louisville 
Medical  News. 


PiTURY. — This  is  a  stimulant  used  by  the  natives 
of  Australia.  It  is  a  shrub  found  in  the  desert 
regions  of  the  interior  of  the  island.  It  is  sup- 
posed to  be  the  duboisia  hopivoodii,  the  dry  leaves 
and  stems  of  which  are  chewed  by  the  aborigines 
to  invigorate  them  when  on  long  journeys,  and  to 
excite  their  courage  in  war. — St.  Louis  Clinical 
Record. 


to  see  Mrs.  M.  H.,  aged  38,  mother  of  one  child,  jl 
found  the  patient  suffering  with  intense  pain,  which 
she  called  colic.  Upon  placing  the  hand  over  the 
abdomen,  a  tumor  of  the  size  of  a  child's  head  was 
discovered  in  the  right  inguinal  region,  which,  upon 
further  examination,  was  fouud  to  be  an  interstitial 
fibroid. 

As  the  colicky  pains  from  which  the  patient  was 
suffering  were  induced  by  the  contractions  of  the 
uterus,  and  as  this  was  just  what  I  wanted,  the  in- 
dications were  to  reinforce  and  assist  nature.  I, 
therefore,  applied  the  faradic  current,  and  gave  in- 
ternally a  capsule  containing  pulv.  ergot  and  the 
syrup  of  ustilago  maidis.  This  course  was  con- 
tinued without  interruption  for  seven  weeks,  with 
marked  decrease  in  the  size  of  the  tumor ;  then,  as 
the  ergot  disagreed  with  the  stomach,  it  was  left  off, 
and  the  week  following  the  ustilago  was  also  dis- 
continued, and  the  faradism  continued  for  six  weeks 
longer,  when,  as  the  tumor  had  nearly  disappeared, 
all  treatment  was  discontinued." — [Ed. 


Ustilago  Maidis. — Dr.  Estachy,  in  the  Bulletin 
General  de  Therapeutique,  has  quite  a  lengthy  arti- 
cle upon  the  use  of  the  ergot  of  corn  in  the  place  of 
the  ergot  of  rye.  In  his  experience  the  ustilago  is 
identical  in  its  action  to  that  of  the  rye  ergot. 


TsA-TSiN.A  Humbug. — Nearly  thirty  years  ago 
some  English  medical  journals  frequently  brought 
reports  of  different  physicians  testifying  to  the 
valuable  emmenagogue  properties  of  a  new  remedy 
named  Key-tse-sing,  or  Tsa-tsin,  purporting  to 
come  from  China,  and  to  be  the  leaves  and  flowers 
of  a  plant  belonging  to  the  natural  order  Tern- 
stroemiaceae.  After  having  lain  in  oblivion  for 
some  years,  it  again  came  into  use,  and  is  not 
unfrequently  called  for  even  now.  As  we,  how- 
ever, were  entirely  unable  to  trace  the  remedy 
beyond  Germany,  and  as  the  supposed  botanical 
name  by  which  it  is  distinguished  on  the  labels  of 
the  packages,  namely,  Rhynchosia  excavata,  could 
not  be  traced  to  any  authority,  we  have  for  over  a 
year  been  trying  to  solve  the  riddle.  In  this  we 
believe  to  have  now,  at  last,  succeeded,  for  we  have 
received  from  one  of  our  correspondents  in  Europe, 
who  is  connected  with  one  of  the  largest  wholesale 
drug  houses  on  the  continent,  the  following  infor- 
mation : 

"In  regard  to  the  article  Tsa-tsin, we  can  only 
say  that  it  is  a  humbug,  originated  by  a  certain 
quack  in  Leipsic.  Its  composition  may  have  been 
different  in  former  years,  but  the  article  at  present 
sold,  and  which  is  recommended  as  a  remedy  in 
epilepsy  (it  is  also  vaunted  as  a  prompt  emmena- 
gogue), consists  of  a  mixture  of  cut  herbs  and 
flowers,  chiefly  of  the  herb  of  Chcnopodium 
ambrosiodes  L.  and  Ch.  Boirys  L.,  Artemisia 
vulgaris  L.,  the  flowers  of  Antheinis  nobilis  L. 
(chamomile),  and  perhaps  also  of  Anacyclus 
Pyrethrum  L.  (pellitor)'-),  and  of  other  plants.  We 
know  nothing  about  its  effects." — New  Remedies. 


Berberis  Aquifolium. — At  a  recent  meeting 
of  the  Wayne  County  Medical  Society  (Detroit), 
Dr.  E.  S.  Snow  reported  that  in  the  single  case  in 
which  he  had  employed  this  new  skin  remedy,  it 
had  acted  like  a  charm,  and  he  was  thereby  induced 
to  make  a  further  trial  of  its  virtues.— -[E-D. 


Grindelia  Robusta. — At  a  recent  meeting  of 
the  Wayne  County  Medical  Society  (Detroit),  Dr. 
Lichty  spoke  of  the  remarkable  success  he  had  had 
with  this  remedy  in  a  severe  case  of  asthma  in  an 
old  person.  At  the  second  dose  of  the  fluid  extract 
^one  drachm  was  given — the  patient^^^^  jC^j:)!- 
pletely  relieved.  ;        :;   ,  •>  • 

Dr.  Leonard  also  spoke  of  its  efficacy  in  his 
hands.  At  least  nine  oyt  of  ten  caseS; of, asthma 
would  be  benefited  by  its  use.    , .,,     ,  ,,,r^.'-ir,..t  ( 

His  prescriptions  now,  for  any  bronchial  or  tung 
troubles,  included  grindelia  robusta  in  them. 

Dr.  Mulheron,  one  of  the  editors  of  the  Michigan 
Medical  News,  also  remarked  favorably  upon  the 
use  of  this  remedy  in  an  old  and  confirmed  case  of 
asthma  that  he  had  seen. — [Ed. 


Paragraphs. 


Ustilago  Maidis.— In  the  January  number  of 
the  American  Jour,  of  Obstetrics,  Dr.  J.  T.  Everett, 
of  Sterling,  111.,  details  a  series  of  interesting  cases  of 
uterine  fibroids  treated  by  him.  In  case  VI  nar- 
rated he  says :  "  I  was  called  in  haste,  July  19,  1876, 


Jaborandi. — In  a  clinical  lecture  recently  deliv- 
ered by  Prof.  Pancoast  at  the  t'ennsylvania  Hospital, 
upon  pulmonary  consumption,  etc.,  the  Professor 
gave  his  usual  treatment  for  "  night  sweaL" 
'*  This  was  the  1-60  or  the  1-80  of  a  grain  of  atropia, 
at  bedtime.  After  two  or  three  nights'  use  it  was 
found  that  the  atropia  might  be  stopped.  There 
was  one  objectionable  feature  to  the  use  of  this 
drug,  and  that  was  the  dr)'-ness  of  the  throat  which 
is  a  common  symptom,  attending  its  administration." 
The  Professor  then  goes  on  to  say,  "  1  have  also 
considered  whether  some  remedy  might  not  be  em- 
ployed to  check  this,  and  for  some  time  have  been 
using  the  fluid  ex-tract  of  jaborandi.  Although  I 
am  not  prepared  to  make  any  authoritative  state- 
ment on  this  point,  I  may  say  that  I  have,  on  more 
than  one  occasion,  obtained  good  results  by  com- 
bining these  drugs.  A  small  quantity  of  the  fluid 
extract  (f.  3  ss  to  f.  ^i),  given  with  the  atropia,  will 
not  prevent  the  latter  from  checking  the  sweating, 
while  it  keeps  the  mouth  moisten" — Condensed 
from  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter. — [Ed. 
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.  Fucus  Vesiculosus. — Kelp;  Bladderwrack. 
Seacoast  of  North  Carolina.  (Curtis'  Catalogue 
Indig.  Plants  of  North  Carolina.)  The  dietetics  and 
therapeutics  relating  to  obesity  have  gained  con- 
siderable prominence  in  medical  literature  of  late  ; 
and  as  the  attention  of  persons  suffering  from 
obesity  will  be  attracted  by  any  remedy  claiming  a 
curative  effect,  it  is  well  to  mention  Fucus  Vesicu- 
losus (Varec  ;  Kelp  ;  Bladderwrack),  an  old  remedy 
brought  anew  to  the  attention  of  the  profession. 

In  the  second  volume  of  Pereira's  Mat.  Med.  will 
be  found  a  good  wood-cut  illustration  of  this  plant. 

The  constituents  of  this  plant  are  cellulose,  muci- 
lage, inannite,  odorous  oil,  coloring  and  bitter  ex- 
tractive matter,  and  various  salts. 

The  amount  of  iodides  is  small,  varying  in  the 
different  localities  where  it  is  found,  not  more  than 
25  per  cent,  at  any  time ;  while  the  chloride  of 
sodium,  sulphuric  acid,  potash,  soda  and  lime  repre- 
sent its  solid  constituents.  '"■  '^  ^   .^' 

In  1862,  Duchesne  Dubois  gave  ffiis'drug  for 
Psoriasis  to  an  obese  piatient,  and  failing  in  the  cure 
of  the  disease  to  which  it  was  directed,  he  found 
that  his  patient  lost  flesh  at  the  rate  of  3^  pounds 
in|  34  days,  the  dose  being  4^  grains  of  the  extract. 


The  peculiar  charm  in  the  bladder-wrack  as  a 
remedy,  is  that  no  severity  of  diet  is  necessary.  It 
is  not  until  the  remedy  has  been  used  two  or  three 
weeks  that  the  peculiar  effects  show  themselves, 
the  favorable  symptoms  being  the  appearance  of  a 
black  pellicle  on  the  surface  of  the  voided  urine. — 
North  Carolina  Medical  Journal. 


Corpulence  Treated  by  Sea-weed. — Dr. 
M.  M.  Griffith,  in  a  pamphlet  (noticed  in  the  New 
Orleans  Med.  and  Surg.  Jour.,  Nov.,  1877),  gives  a 
complete  resume  of  all  that  is  known  on  this  subject. 
In  addition  to  the  "  Banting  system  "  (selection  of 
foods  non-fattening  in  their  character).  Dr.  Griffith 
advocates  the  use  of  the  fucus  vesiculosus  {sea- 
weed, sea-wrack,  common  sea-ware,  or  bladder- 
wrack), belonging  to  the  cryptogamia  algse.  It  is 
diuretic  and  tonic  in  its  action.  It  may  be  used  in 
pills  [dose,  gr.  x  to  Qij],  decoction  or  in  fluid  ex- 
tract form.  The  testimony  of  Mr.  Duchesne 
Dubois  is  added  to  that  of  the  author  as  to  its 
efficacy.  Dr.  Dunglison,  in  his  Medical  Dictionary, 
says  its  efficacy  is  dependent  upon  the  iodine  it 
contains. 


Correspondence. 


v:,  A  correspondent  in  Colorado  requests  notes  of 
the  experience  of  practitioners., in, the,  treatment  of 
lead  colic. — [Ed.]  ':',  h'^noQ-ii  v/onr^  .c',  ..'■] 

In   looking  over  the  pages  of 
Paw  Paw  Seeds.  New  Preparations  for  Janu- 
ary,   1878,   I   see  on  advertising 
page  seven,  a  desire  expressed  for  more  light  on  the 
■  therapeutic  action  of  paw  paw  seeds. 

I  have  a  small  amount  of  light  to  offer  on  the 
article. 

For  a  number  of  years,  I  have  been  using  a  tinc- 
ture of  the  seeds,  but  for  no  other  purpose  than  as 
an   emetic   for   children.     It  has  given  very  good 
satisfaction   for  that  purpose ;  its  action   is  quick 
and  easy,  without  any  distress,  and  but  very  little 
sickness,  and  is  very  pleasant  to  the  taste. 
I  make  my  tincture  as  follows : 
Seeds,  four  ounces, 
Alcohol,  one  pint. 

Digest   and   filter.     Give  it  in  teaspoonf ul ,  cJoses 
fifteen  minutes  apart.  to  -,^ij 

W,  C.  PARAMORE,  M.  D. 
Valparaiso,  Ind.,  Feb.  11,  1878. 


I  have  a  case  of  a  rather  pecu- 
Black  Mulberry,  liar  nature.  A  friend  of  mine 
was  taken  sick  last  winter  a 
year  ago ';  His  disease  was  pronounced  gall  stones, 
and  the  attacks  of  hepatic  colic  were  very  bad.  He 
was  confined  to  his  house  most  of  the  winter,  and  was 
treated  by  everything  we  could  hear  tell  of.  After 
first  being  treated  by  hydg.  chlo.  mite,  lep.,  pod., 
and  finally  by  anything  that  would  move  the  bowels, 
one  day  an  old  man  met  him  on  the  street  and,  after 
some  conversation  about  his  disease,  told  him  to  get 
the  bark  of  the  black  mulberry,  boil  it,  make  tea, 
drink  it  and  be  well.  He  got  the  bark,  without 
difficulty,  as  the  mulberry  is  plentiful  here,  and  it 
has  done  him  more  good  than  anything  else.  Is 
there  any  preparation  of  the  mulberry  bark  ?  Will 
you  please  state,  in  the  next  issue  of  your  journal, 
the  outlines  of  this  case  and  ask  for  statements  of 
treatment  of  similar  cases,  and  whether  the  mul- 
berry bark  has  been   used   by    other  physicians 


in  such  cases  ?  1  have  recently  read  statements  of 
treatment  of  similar  cases  by  the  use  of  the  fringe 
tree  bark  (chionanthus  virg.),  and  it  may  be  the 
black  mulberry,  for  all  I  know.  When  everything 
else  fails,  and  mulberry  too,  I  intend  putting  him  on 
a  treatment  of  grindelia  squarrosa  and  cascara 
sagrado,  or  cascara  and  berberis  aquifolium. 

G.  W.  LAKE,  M.  D. 
QuiNCY,  111.,  Feb.  15,  1878. 

Black  mulberry  (morus  nigra)  is  not  allied  in  any 
way  botanically  to  the  fringe  tree.  A  fluid  extract 
of  this  drug  may  be  obtained  from  manufacturers. 

Will  our  readers  throw  more  light  on  this  subject 
by  answering  Dr.  Lake's  inquiries .'' — [Ed.] 


Dr.  R.  L.  Moore,  of  Spring  Valley, 
Tobacco.     Minn.,  calls  attention  in  your  October 
number  to  "  decoction  of  tobacco  as  a 
local  application  for  earache  in  children."      Let  me 
add  my  testimony  in  its  favor,  after  using  it  thirty 
years.     I  make  a  very  strong  decoction  and  add  an 
equal   proportion  of  glycerine ;  pour  three  or  four 
drops  into  ;a  teaspoon,   hold   over  lamp  or  stove 
till  as  warm  as  can  be  borne,  pour  into  the  ear  and 
fill  external  ear  with  cotton  wool,  and  the  patient 
will  usually  fall  asleep  in  half  an  hour.     It  is  some- 
times well  to  add  one  part  in  three  of  laudanum. 
H.  C.  DONALDSON,  M.  D. 
Morrison,  111.,  Feb.  5,  1878. 


I  have  used 
Xanthium  Spinosum  JQ  Epilepsy,  this  agent  in 
;.,,,, I    ,  two    cases    of 

epilepsy  to  all  appearance  with  perfect  success. 

A  young  lady,  thirteen  years  of  age,  was  attacked 
with  epilepsy  six  months  previous  to  my  call  on  the 
twenty-first  day  of  April,  1877.  Had,  as  I  was  in- 
formed, six  fits  before  the  present  paroxysm.  Patient 
was  ordered  to  take  twenty  drops  of  fluid  extract 
of  xanthium  spinosum,  as  prepared  by  Parke,  Davis 
&  Co.,  five  times  a  day  for  three  months,  only  one 
more  paroxysm  occurring.  Menstruation  being 
fully  established,  all  further  treatment  was  left  off. 

The  other  case  was  that  of  a  married  lady,  thirty- 
five  years  of  age,  who  was  taken  with  childbed  June 
I2th,  1877,  and  gave  birth  to,  two  little,  daughters  ; 
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directly  aftenvarcls  her  mother  told  me  that  patient 
was  g-oing  to  have  one  of  her  fits,  when,  indeed,  she 
merged  into  a  terrible  fit,  lying  insensible  for  an 
hour.  The  next  day  I  prescribed  xanthium  in  twenty 
drop  doses  five  times  a  day ;  the  paroxysms,  how- 
ever, did  not  cease  entirely  until  after  the  fourth 
month,  the  patient  taking  the  medicine  five  months. 

I  am  now  trying  it  in  the  third  case,  a  very  des- 
perate one,  which  I  will  report  in  a  short  time. 

C.  W.  GOFF,  M.  D. 

Birch  Run,  Mich. 


I  have  used  cascara  sagrado 
Cascara  Sagrado.  in  my  own  case  and  believe  in 
it  we  have  a  valuable  remedy. 
Acting  as  an  eccoprotic,  without  subsequent  de- 
bility, and  so  powerfully  promoting  peristaltic  action 
of  the  lower  bowels,  as  to  defy  a  "  putting  off,  until  a 
more  convenient  season." 

H.  C.  BARNARD,  M.  D. 
Charleston,  111.,  Feb.  15,  1878. 


The  sample  of  cascara  sa- 
Cascara  Sagrado.  grado  I  received  of  you  some 
six  weeks  ago  I  prescribed  for 
an  obstinate  case  of  constipation,  with  piles.  It 
promptly  cured  both  and  brought  on  menstruation, 
which  had  been  suspended  for  two  years. 

n  .]/:  .>i.i:'i :  GEO.  lee,  m.  d. 

Fremont,  Ohio,  February  7,  1878. 


''■■'■'  I  am  using  now  your  ex- 

Grindelia  Squarrosa.    tract  of  grindelia  squarrosa, 

and  it  has  a  fine  effect  upon 
the  liver  as  well  as  upon  the  chills. 

I.  J.  M.  GOSS,  M.  D. 
'  Marietta,  Ga.,  Feb.  15,  1878. 


I  am  in  receipt  of  two 
Gentiana  Quinqueflora.  numbers  of  New  Prepa- 
rations and  believe  it  to 
be  the  very  journal  we  want.  I  have  as  yet  tried 
none  but  gentiana  quinqueflora,  and  so  far  find  it 
entirely  satisfactory  as  a  tonic  and  antiperiodic  ; 
have  treated  several  cases  of  chills  with  it  alone  and 
without  aoy  preparatory  remedies,  such  as  calomel, 
etc.  J.  D.  LOONEY,  M.  D. 

Brinkley;  Ark.,  February,  1878. 


Not  having  responded 
Eucalyptus  Globulus,  since  receiving  the  sample 
Grindelia  Robusta,.'  ^  of  eucalyptus  globulus,  and 
Salicylic  Acid.  .  '    having  tested  its  virtues  in 


■'liO 


an  obstinate  case  of  bilious 


remittent  fever,"  I  am  obliged  to  report  unfavorable 
in  regard  to  it.  There  are  without  doubt  tonic 
qualities  connected  with  its  use,  but  in  my  hands  it 
failed  to  make  any  impression  upon  the  periodic 
chills.  Among  all  the  new  remedies,  which  you 
kindly  favored  me  with,  I  found  grindelia  robusta, 
ustilago  maidis  and  fluid  extract  jaborandi  the  most 
efficient  and  prompt  in  their  action. 

I  cannot  speak  in  too  high  praise  in  regard  to  grin- 
delia robusta  in  asthma,  or  in  any  affections  of  the  air 
passages,  where  fever  is  not  too  violent.  In  fact  it 
is  the  best  remedy  I  ever  used  in  common  catarrh 
or  chronic  bronchitis,  and  as  soon  as  the  price  comes 
down,  so  that  a  country  physician  can  afford  to  buy 
it,  I  will  not  be  without  it.  My  manner  of  using 
the  fluid  extract  grindelia  robusta  is  as  follows  :  To 
two  fluid  ounces  grindelia  robusta  I  add  four 
ounces  syrup  squills  compound,  and  in  common 
catarrh  or  a  tightness  across  the  lungs,  with  diffi- 
culty of  breathing,  I  have""  found  nothing  as  effec- 
tual, in  every  case  tried. 


In  the  same  number  of  New  Preparations  1 
noticed  an  article  upon  salicylic  acid.  I  have  used 
this  efficient  remedy  in  bilious  remittent  and  inter- 
mittent fevers  with  success,  and  combined  with  sa-. 
licin  in  obstinate  chronic  and  inflammatory  rheuma- 
tism, it  was  and  is  the  best  prescription  I  ever  used. 
I  speak  from  a  personal  knowledge  of  its  curative 
powers,  as  I  am  subject  to  acute  attacks  of  the 
disease  in  cold,  damp  and  variable  weather.  I  took 
fifteen  grains  salicylic  acid  and  twelve  grains  of 
salicin  in  four  doses,  and  in  four  hours  the  swell- 
ing and  pain  in  my  joints  subsided,  and  by  follow- 
ing this  prescription  for  two  or  three  days,  I  was 
free  from  this  painful  affection. 

The  great  benefit  derived  from  the  discovery  and 

compounding  new  remedies   during  the  past  two 

years  is  very  encouraging  to  those  who  are  reaping 

their  reward,  as  well  as  to  mankind  generally,  and 

it  is  to  be  hoped  that  still  greater  additions  will  be 

made  to  our  now  large  list  of  new  remedies,  to  assist 

in  battling  the  increasing  maladies,  which  from  year 

to  year  appear  among  us  to  destroy  life  and  afflict 

mankind.  W.  T.  CLELAND,  M..D. 

Kewanna,  Ind.,  Feb.  15,  1878. 

:    r.  .mijiloltupA  eitddiftS 

r  have  tried  grindelia  robusta 

Grindelia  Robusta,  in  a  very  old  and  grave  case  of 

asthma,  after  failing  with  other 

reliable  remedies,  and  it  is  curing  this  case  rapidly. 

I  have  tried  the  fljjid 
Eucalyptus  Globulus.        extract  of  eucalyptus  glo- 
bulus in  diphthieria  as  a 
gargle  and  internally,  and  I  thii^k  it  is, a, superior 
remedy.  ,,,mV, 

I  have  tried  thedaittla'ndih'a  case  of 
Damiana.     loss  of  virility,  and  it  acted  promptly. 

I  tried  the  Oenothera  biennis 
GEnothera  Biennis,  in  a  cas6  of  catarrhal  dyspep- 
sia, and  it  acted  very  promptTy'.. 

I  used  the  four  ounces  of 

Fucus  Vesiculosus.     fucus  vesiculosus  in  a  case  of 

obesity,  -bu& 'have  not  heard 

from  it.  ci^:';-;  3  -  /:..■■ 

I  used  the  extract  of  sandal  wood 
Sandal  Wood,  in  two  cases  of  gonorrhoea,  and  it 
acted  very  promptly  in  both  caseS; 
I  think  it  more  active  than  the  old  remedies. 

I  used  the  extratt  of  kava-kava 

Kava-Kava.      in   one  case  of  gonorrhoea,  and  I 

think  it  the  most  positive  remedy 

that  I  have  ever  used  in  that  disease.  ,   .„  -^ 

I.  J.  M.  GOSS,  M.  13; 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  Feb.  6,  1878. 


I  have  been  using  for  the 
Grindelia  Robusta.  last  eight  months  some  of 
your  new  preparations  with 
such  marked  success  that  I  am  encouraged  to  per- 
severe. I  have  used  the  grindelia  robusta  in  a  num- 
ber of  cases  of  obstinate  asthma  of  long  standing, 
and  in  every  case  it  has  been  of  good  advantage, 
far  excelling  all  other  remedies ;  and  in  one  bad  case 
I  believe  it  has  cured,  ,'; 

Of  the  yerba  santa  I  would  say, 
Yerba  Santa.     I  have  had  splendid  success  in  lar- 
yngeal and  bronchial  affections ;  in 
fact,  I  look  upon  them  as  almost  specifics  in  asthma 
and  all  throat  and  lung  affections. 

J.  J.  SCOTT,  M.  D. 
White  Rock,  Kansas,  Jan.  12,  1878. 
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From  the  valuable  selec- 
Berberis  Aquifolium.  tion  of  new  drugs   received 

from  you,  I  have  found  the 
following  to  be  decidedly  beneficial.  I  have  made 
careful  study  and  test  in  my  college  cliniques,  and 
have  no  hesitancy  in  ascribing  valuable  alterative 
properties  to  berberis  aquifolium.  It  has  produced 
a  marked  effect  upon  syphilodermata,  \  ''-''■ 

The  gentiana' quihqueflora 
Gentiana  Quinqueilora.   is  a  complete  success  in 

all  chronic  intermittents. 
Some  obstinate  intermittents,  which  were  only  tem- 
porarily arrested  by  quinine,  have  been  promptly 
cured  by  fluid  extract  gentian  quinqueflora. 

Kava-Kava  displays  the   effect   of 
Kava-Kava.  the  piperacse  upon  relaxed  and  con- 
gested mucous  tissue.     I  have  cured 
one  case  of  mucous  disease  with  gastrorrhoea,  and 
several  cases  of  gonorrhoea  promptly  relieved. 

J.  A.  LARABEE,  M.  D. 
•Ij,OUISVlLLE,  Ky.,  Feb.  16,  1878. 


Yerba  Santa. 
Griadelia  Robusta 


Cactus  Grandiflora, 
CEnothera  Biennis. 


I  have  prescribed  berberis 
Berberis  Aquifolium.  aquifolium  in  several  cases 

of  scrofulous  diathesis  with 
favorable  indications.  The  case  I  wrote  you  of, 
regarding  the  testing  of  the  drug,  1  have  yet.unde;r 
treatment,  and  is  progressing  more  favorably  than 
by  any  former  treatment ;  doubtless  would  now  be 
entirely  cured,  could  a  confirmed  opium  habit  (of 
many  years'  duration)  be  overcome. 

One  case   of  chronic  eczema  infantile 'i":Glired 
with  one  prescription. 

R.     Fluid    extract    berberis    aqutf.,    one-half 
ounce,  ;  i 

Syrup  Simplex, 

Aqua  pura  f.,  each,  three  onnces,      .„;,,,  .^ 
Potassium  iod.,  fifteen  grains. 
M;  S.     Teaspoonful  four  times  a  day. 

fj_:  I  have  thoroughly  tested  the 

yerba  santa  and  grindelia  ro- 
busta in  bronchitis  and  asth- 
rha,  and  am  convinced  that  they  are  par  excellence. 

Cactus  gi'andiflora  is,  be 
yond  a  doubt,  a  specific  in 
palpitation.  I  will  not  be 
without  it.  Gave  Oenothera  biennis  in  very  obsti- 
nate sick  stomach,  caused  by  chronic  inflammation 
of  the  uterus.  It  quieted  the  irritated  condition  of 
the  stomach,  until  the  cause  was  overcome. 

J.  DODGE,  M.  D. 
1  Alleghany  City,  March  19,  1878. 
!    -    ,  — ^ —  .fiVBX-i;v£>< 

*  *  *  A  respectable  rnarried 
Guarana.  lady  (Mrs.  A.  E.,  between  twenty-five 
and  thirty  years  of  age)  having  been 
for  some  two  years  on  the  decline  with  uterine  and 
vaginal  troubles,  who  had  been  treated  and  had  the 
advantage  of  the  best  medical  talent  of  this  city  as 
well  as  eastern  (to  some  extent),  but  relieved  only 
temporarily  at  times,  called  on  me  for  treatment, 
and  having  prescribed  for  her,  without  anticipating 
anything  very  serious,  or  learning  all  the  facts,  she 
got  but  partial  relifef.  I  then  made  a  careful  exami- 
nation, and  learned  all,  as  follows :  Leucorrhoea 
of  long  standing,  vesicular  vaginitis  very  sensitive, 
painfully  contracted,  so  that  a  small  tube  of  syringe 
gave  great  pain  inserted,  perfectly  impotent  and  in- 
capacitated from  enjoying  the  marital  relations, 
etc.  Prescribed  guarana  internally,  and  as  a  local 
application  (after  cleansiftg  vagina  with  castile  soap 
and  warm  water).       ,,••[,-  ,    ,.".'  f,,^.[  j 

R.     Salicylic  acid,  twenty  grains. 
Glycerine,  one  ounce.     Mix. 

After  a  few  days  patient  reported  improving ;  after 


a  few  weeks  I  met  her,  and,  in  a  happy  mood  she 
informed  me  she  was  well,  her  health  being  better 
than  she  had  known  for  a  long  time  before. 

E.  SPENCER,  M.  D. 
EVANSVILLE,  Ind.,  Feb.  18,  1878. 


I  have  been  using  your 
Eucalyptus  Globulus,      fluid  extract  of  eucalyptus 

globulus  in  intermittents. 
and  find  it  a  very  good  remedy,  succeeding  often 
when  quinine  fails. 

G.  H.  PEEBLES,  M.  D. 
David  City,  Neb.,  Feb.  27,  1878. 


Grindelia  Robusta. 
Cactus  Grandiflora, 


*    *     *     I   find  grindelia 
robusta  and  cactus  grandi- 


flora very  superior  remedies. 
The  former  surpasses  any- 
thing for  asthma — with  me  a  specific  so  far. 

W.  J.  GLOVER,  M.  D. 
Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  January  8,  1878. 


I  am  satisfied  that  cactus 
Cactus  Grandiflora.     grandiflora    is     a    valuable 

remedy  in  functional  dis- 
eases of  the  heart,  and  believe  that,  in  general,  it 
should  replace  digitalis  and  other  dangerous  sed- 
atives. 

JAMES  I.  TUCKER,  M.  D. 
Chicago,  111.,  Nov.  14,  1877. 


I  think  I  have  discovered  in  the 
Jaborandi.  jaborandi  a  sovereign  remedy,  if  not 
a  specific  for  pseudo-membranous 
croup.  Five  to  ten  drops  every  half  hour  is  just 
enough  to  keep  a  free  flow  of  saliva  and  moisture 
on  the  surface,  thus  inducing  an  exudation  between 
the  membrane  and  trachea,  preventing  its  forma- 
tion and  loosening  that  which  is  already  formed. 
Hope  others  will  test  and  report.  ^„ 

Had  a  severe  case  of  hydrothorax,  which  was 
cured  in  two  weeks  by 

R.     Fluid  extract  jaborandi. 

Fluid  extract  eucalyptw^,  each  two  drachms. 
Aqua,  two  ounces. 
.  M,  S.     Teaspoonful  every  two  hours. 
'  '^ ':  M.  L.  DOOM,  M.  D. 

MOULTON,  Iowa,  March  12,  1878. 


Yerba  Santa. 


I  have  used  of  the  new  remedies, 
yerba  santa  in  lung  affections,  bron- 
chitis with  aphonia,  with  the  best 


I 


of 'succiess ;  it  seems  best  adapted  to  cases  where 
there  is  little  or  no  inflammation. 

Guarana  has  never  failed  in  relieving 

Guarana.    sick   headache.     I   usually  begin   with 

,•  ly ' ,.         small  doses  and  increase  if  necessary.    I 

prefer  the  fluid  extract  to  the  other  preparations,  '^ 

-C  '        L.  LEWIS  TANNER,  M.  D. 

MONTPELIER,  Vt. 


I  have  used  salicin  in  a  great  many 

Salicin.       cases  of  rheumatism,  and  think  it  equal 

to  salicylic  acid.     I  prefer  salicin,  as  it 

does  not  irritate  the  stomach  like  salicylic  acid,  and 

I  prescribe  it  in  combination,  as  follows : 

R.     Bicarb,  potash,  one  ounce, 

Salicini,  eighty  grains. 
M.  Sig.     Mix,  divide  into  ten  doses.     One  powder 
every  two  or  three  hours  until  relieved.     This  gen- 
erally gives  relief  after  a  few  doses  have  been  taken. 
It  frequently  causes  profuse  diaphoresis. 

.     r'xjr      I  have  used  several  pounds  of 

Dialysed  Irbii.  dialysed  iron,  and  am  much  pleased 

with  it.     It  has  several  advantages 
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over  the  old  "  liquor  ferri  chloridi  "  and  other  pre- 
parations of  iron.  It  does  not  have  any  injurious 
effect  on  either  stomach  or  bowels,  though  I  do  not 
think  it  superior  in  its  effects  to  some  other  prepar- 
:,ations  of  iron. 

I  have  used  a  great  deal  of 
Sulph.  Cinch-^nidia.  this  in  my  practice.  I  am 
located  in  the  midst  of  mala- 
ria, and  have  used  almost  all  antiperiodics  known, 
and  I  find  cinchonidia  has  several  advantages  over 
quinine — it  does  not  cause  so  much  cerebral  dis- 
turbance, is  cheaper  and  as  efficient  as  quinine. 
More  soon.  D.  P.  SMITH,  M.  D., 

Res'tPhysician  Spencer  Acad'y.ChoctavvNation,I.T. 


In  your  New 
'"'Pomegranate  Bark  in  Tape-worm.    Preparat'ns 

for  October '77 
my  attention  was  called  to  the  use  of  the  pome- 
granate bark  for  tape-worm,  and  I  desire  to  add  a 
a  bit  of  evidence  that  will  help  to  establish  its  merits 
more  fully  (if  may  be)  in  the  above  named  cases. 

Shortly  after  receiving  the  journal,  Mr.  M.,  aged 
thirty-three,  tall  and  slim,  came  into  my  office  to 
talk  with  me  about  his  case  and  said  he  had  passed 
at  one  time  about  five  feet  of  tape-worm.  After  a 
little  conversation  I  became  convinced  that  he  was 
correct,  and  told  him  I  would  send  for  some  medi- 
cine, and  then  give  his  case  a  trial.  I  did  so,  using 
^ .  the  powdered  extract  jalap  and  a  strong  decoction 
'  :of  senna  instead  of  fluid  extract,  as  reported  in  the 
journal,  and  citric  acid  instead  of  lemon  juice. 

On  the  17th  of  January  he  took  the  remedies  as 
,  per  directions  in  your  journal,  and  in  about  three- 
-quarters of  an  hour  after  taking  the  pomegranate 
bark  decoction,  the  worm  passed,  being  about  twen- 
ty-five feet  in  leng1:h.  In  an  hour's  time  patient 
was  feeling  well,  ate  some  dinner  and  went  about 
his  work.  Since  then  he  has  been  "  all  right,"  to 
use  his  own  language.  R.  A.  HALL,  M.  D. 

Elk  Falls,  Kan.,  January  24,  1878. 


I  notice  under  the  head  of 
Sulph.  Cinchonidia.       Substitutes  for  Quinine  (in 

your  January  number)  there 
is  much  diversity  of  opinion  in  regard  to  cinchoni- 
dia sulph.  I  have  used  the  cinchonidia  for  two  years 
past,  and  have  been  as  successful  in  stopping  the 
paro.xysms  of  ague,  as  when  I  used  quinine.  As  a 
tonic  I  prefer  quinia.  In  remittent  fever,  where  is 
nausea  and  vomiting,  quinia  is  more  easily  retained 
in  the  stomach.  W.  H.  GIBBINS,  M.  D. 

Stone  Church,  111.,  March  2d,  1878. 

I  have  sold  about  twelve 
Fucus  Vesiculosus.  pounds  of  fucus  vesiculosus, 
but  two  of  the  patients  have 
been  under  my  observation,  each  one  of  \}c\^%^  gained 
two  pounds  a  week,  for  one  six,  and  the  other 
eight  weeks ;  but  I  still  recommend  it  and  shall  re- 
port if  I  see  any  good  from  it.  H.  LEE  HATCH. 
Jacksonville,  111.,  Jan.  29,  1878. 


I  read  in  New  Prepara- 
Fucus  Vesiculosus.  tions  of  the  wonder  work- 
ings of  fucus  vesiculosus  in 
the  reduction  of  obesity.  I  procured  one  pound  at 
our  drug  store  and  gave  it  according  to  dose  on 
bottle.  It  did  neither  good  nor  harm,  as  far  as  pa- 
tient could  tell.  I  next  procured  two  pounds  from 
head-centre,  Detroit,  and  gave  that  in  the  large 
doses  recommended  in  New  Preparations.  The 
patient  gained  four  pounds  each  week  he  was  taking 
the  medicine  ;  he  stopped  the  medicine,  gained  one 
pound  the  next  week,  and  the  week  after  that  did 
not  gain  any. 

Dr.  Cowan,  of  our  place,  received  the  same  medi- 
cine from  same  source  and  gave  it  with  like  results, 
O 


only  his  patient  gained  five  pounds.  Now  my  pa- 
tient wishes  me  to  ask  you  if  it  could  have  been  pos- 
sible that  there  was  any  mistake  in  the  medicine. 

I  have  given  you  the  facts  in  those  two  cases. 
We  have  wealthy  men  and  women  here  that  would 
pay  by  the  hundreds  of  dollars,  to  get  rid  of  their 
surplus  adipose.  Would  be  pleased  to  hear  frorti 
you.  M.  N.  WILHITE,  M.  D. 

Crawfordsville,  Ind.,  Feb.  12,  1878. 

(See  remarks  on  Editorial  page  42. — Ed.) 


Last  fall  I  tested  the  merits  of 
Salicylic  Acid,  salicylic  acid  as  a  febrifuge.  My 
patient  was  a  married  man  about 
thirty-five  years  of  age.  When  I  first  called  to  see 
him  he  was  suffering  with  intermittent  fever,  pulse 
high,  thirst  intense,  severe  headache,  pains  in  the 
bowels,  limbs  and  stomach,  tongue  very  red  on  the 
tip  and  edges,  thick  brown  coat  on  the  back  part, 
vomiting  every  half  hour  or  hour.  Pain  in  the  stom- 
ach very  intense,  no  appetite,  very  restless.  I  ap- 
plied a  blister  of  cer.  cantharidis ;  gave  sub.  nit. 
bismuth  and  morphia  to  relieve  the  vomiting.  I 
gave  him  calomel  and  Dover's  powder  e^ery  other 
night  to  relieve  the  torpidity  of  the  liver ;  ordered 
sulph.  cinchonidia  in  three  grain  doses  ever)'  four 
hours,  or  as  often  as  the  stomach  would  bear  it. 
This  is  about  the  regular  routine  of  practice  in  this 
community,  but  it  did  not  answer  in  this  case.  I 
could  not  keep  the  vomiting  checked  entirely  with- 
out too  much  sulph.  morphiae.  The  fever  seemed 
to  be  uncontrollable.  Accordingly  1  ordered  the  fol- 
lowing prescription  : 

R.  Salicylic  acid,  one  drachm. 
Aqua  ammonia,  one  ounce. 
Glycerine,  three  ounces. 
Aqua  pura,  two  ounces. 
Mix.    S.  Tablespoonful  every  four  hours, 

I  am  glad  to  state  that  the  vomiting  ceased,  the 
fever  was  entirely  checked  and  my  patient  was 
walking  about,  well,  in  three  days,      i^^j  ,(;;?.:;;  oi 

Case  No.  2.  Mrs.  .S.  C,  aged  fifty,  was  talten 
with  the  most  violent  congestive  chill  I  ever  wit- 
nessed. I  used  hypodermic  injections  of  sulph.  mor- 
phiae to  control  the  nausea  and  vomiting,  and  gave 
her  ten  grains  of  sulph.  cinchonidias,  with  sufficient 
arom.  sulph.  acid  to  dissolve  it,  every  two  hours.  I 
continued  this  treatment  two  and  one-half  days, 
when  I  discharged  my  patient,  cured,  having  given 
her  half  an  ounce  of  sulph.  cinchonidise,  the  most 
heroic  treatment  I  ever  indulged  in. 

Hoping  this  mav  be  of  benefit  to  .some  one,  I  sub- 
mit it  to  you.         '  J.  H.  ERRETT,  M.  D. 

Truxton,  Mo.,  Feb.  7,  1878. 


I  am  now  tiying  a  good  n  urn- 
New  Remedies,  ber  of  your  new  preparations  on 
every  occasion  that  offers  itself ; 
if  they  fulfill  everything  that  the  articles  of  your 
journal  and  the  elegance  of  their  manufacture  pro- 
mise, I  have  no  doubt  that  you  will  be  highly  re- 
warded in  a  very  short  time  for  the  boon  you  confer 
on  mankind  by  their  manufacture  and  introduction. 

A.  OSTERTAG,  M.  D. 
South  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  January  28,  1878. 

Grindelia  robusta  is  as  near 

Grindelia  Robusta.  a  specific  for  asthma  in  all  its 

forms  as  any  medicine  can  be. 

It  is  a  valuable  adjunct  in  treating  all  diseases  of 

the  respiratory  organs,  either  functional  or  organic. 

Yerba  Santa,  I  think,  is  not  so 

Yerba  Santa,    efficacious  in  tuberculosis  or  well 

marked  organic  lesions,  though  I 

find  it  plays  an  important  part  in  effecting  a  cure. 

GEO.  W,  MALLORY,  M.  D. 

Lowell,  Mich,,  17  Feb.,  1878. 
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Editorial. 


Fire. 

. ,i, .  Our  readers  will  please  pardon  the  delay  in  this 
-ftnumber.     After  getting  everything  ready  for  the 
presses,  the  fire  which  recently  visited  the  Free 
Press  office  destroyed  everything  for  us.     Our  sub- 
scription list  was  not,  hqwever,  lost. 


Questionable  Remedies. 

HE  following  which  we  clip  from  the  edi- 
torial columns  of  the  St.  Louis  Clini- 
cal Record,  February  number,  would 
not  be  worthy  of  our  notice  were  it  not 
for  the  fact  that  the  question  under  consideration  is 
purely  an  ethical  one  ;  and  since  the  editor  of  said 
Record  hSiS  allowed  his  temper  to  blind  his  reason- 
ing faculties — possibly  arising  from  a  fit  of  indi- 
gestion that  "  ingluvin  "  could  not  4id — we  will 
-jflonce  more  attempt  the  discussion  of  the  question. 

'     '"Questionable  Remedies.'   An  advertising 
journal,  issued  by  an  enterprising  firm  of  manufac- 
I  Jturing  chemists  in  Detroit,  takes  occasion  to  read  us 
-'ia  lecture  for  copying  into  our  columns  a  notice  of 
the  '  virtues '  of    '  Ingluvin  '  or    '  Digestine.'      As 
■'•the  article  referred  to    contained  a  notice   in  the 
"^'head-hne  of  the  source  whence  'Ingluvin'  is  ob- 
tained, and  as  the  editor  of  the  Record  has,  for 
many  years,  been  familiar  with  the  '  virtues  '  of  the 
pepsin  derived  from  the  barn-yard   fowl,  we  do  not 
see  wherein  the  article  referred  to  was  '  question- 
able '  any  more  than  we  perceive  the  questionable- 
-'ihess  of  pepsin  made  from  the  stomach  of  the  pig. 
■   "  Perhaps  the  old  gentleman  (or  lady  ?)  who  edits 
the    journal  referred  to  was  unable    to  learn  the 
source  from  which  '  Ingluvin  '  is  derived.  We  trust 
this  notice  will  make  it  plainer  to  his  (or  her)  com- 
f'  'prehension.    If  not,  perhaps  Messrs.  Warner  &  Co. 
''will  be  courteous  enough  to  furnish  the  required  in- 
formation— and  half  a  dozen  or  more  chickens'  giz- 
■    zards  to  aid  the  digestion  of  the  dyspeptic  individual 
"■^"who  edits  the   advertising  journal  in  question." 
'   ''   in  the  first  place,  to  be  personal  a  moment,  New 
Preparations  is  no  more  an  advertising  journal 
than   is  the  Medical  Record  of  St.  Louis,  or  any 
other  medical  journal  published  ;  a// journals  have  to 
'''.'depend  upon  two  things  for  their  financial  existence ; 
first,  their  advertising  patronage  ;  second,  their  sub- 
,-,  scription  receipts.     Henry  C.  Lea's  great  American 
•  -i^^yournal  of  the  Medical  Sciences  admits  no  adver- 
Jptisements  to  its  pages  but  that  of  the  house  issuing 
j   it.     Isn't  this,  then.  J/r.  Record,  an  "advertising 


journal?"     From   the   fact  that   New  Prepara- 

half 


TIONS  confines  its  advertising  patronage  to  a 


dozen  individuals,  is  that  any  reason  why  it  is  more 
of  an  "  advertising  journal  "  than  the  Record,  which 
each  issue  editorially  puffs  its  patrons,  and  even 
stoops  to  recommend  to  the  use  of  the  profession 
sundry  patent-right  formulas  and  preparations  ? 
Certainly  the  course  of  the  Record  is  not  ethical ; 
and  we  defy  it  to  point  to  one  of  the  patent-right- 
ines  which  we  have  ever  indorsed,  or  to  an  editorial 
article  puffing  our  advertisers. 

Furthermore,  New  Preparations  is  edited  and 
issued  by  the  editors  whose  names  stand  at  the 
head  of  the  editorial  columns,  the  astute  editor  of 
the  Record  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

The  same  amount  of  ignorance  that  alloysrs  him 
to  overlook  the  gender  of  the  editor  (he  also  ignores 
the  fact  that  there  are  two  editors,  although  the 
names  of  both  are  plainly  printed  at  the  head  of 
the  editorial  columns)  also  blinds  him  in  reference 
to  the  morale  of  our  former  article. 

Now  Mr.  Record,  we  find  no  fault  with  the 
remedy  as  a  remedy,  for  we  ourselves  have  used  the 
gizzard  of  the  barn-yard  fowl  in  cases  of  dyspepsia 
in  children  long  before  the  name  "  ingluvin  "  or 
"  digestine  "  was  coined  for  copyright  purposes. 

The  protection  of  a  medicinal  product  by  means 
of  copyrighted  label,  or  patented  formula,  is  the 
main  point  of  difference  between  many  of  these 
"  questionable  remedies  "  and  the  pharmacopoeial 
ones  ;  and  this  is  just  the  ethical  difference  between 
the  copyrighted  remedy  the  Record  is  so  fond  of 
puffing,  and  the  pepsine  from  the  stomach  of  the 
pig.  Any  pharmacist  in  the  United  States  can 
manufacture  all  the  pepsine  he  pleases,  and  place 
it  in  any  market  he  pleases ;  but  can  any  one  but 
the  proprietors  of  "  ingluvin  "  put  any  such  prepar- 
ation of  the  chicken  gizzard  upon  the  drug  market  ? 

We  are  sorry  to  be  compelled  to  expose  the 
ignorance  of  our  St..  Louis  contemporary  in  so  sum- 
mary a  manner,  and  to  so  many  of  the  profession 
of  our  great  country  as  NEW  PREPARATIONS 
reaches.  But  as  he  has,  seemingly,  little  thought 
upon  this  patent-right  subject,  only  as  he  might 
injure,  financially,  the  doctor  who  introduced  gly- 
cerite  of  kephaline,  we  have  thought  it  best  to  more 
particularly  call  his  attention  to  the  error  of  his 
ways. 

Every  time  the  innocent  i?^<:(?r<3?  has  praised  its 
favorite  "  ingluvin,"  "  bromo-chloralura,"  "  diph- 
theririe,"  etc.,  it  has  simply  been  commending  to 
the  notice  of  the  regular  profession  irregular  and, 
according  to  the  code,  condemned  articles ;  and 
while  it  has  so  loudly  denounced  the  medical  jour- 
nals that  were  victims  to  the  Philadelphia  kephaline 
compound,  it  held  itself  up  as  a  paragon  of  ethical 
morality.  It  is  just  this  pharisaical  doctrine;  of  the 
Record  that  we  now  wish  to  expose  ;  and  as  it  has 
so  plainly  expressed  itself  on  what  it  will  have,  we 
will  say  that  we  will  take  neither.  We  prefer  the 
good  old  pharmacopoeial  remedies,  or  those  whose 
composition  is  open  and  above  suspicion,  and  whose 
manufacture  can  be  undertaken  by  any  druggist  or 
pharmacist  in  the  United  States.  We  do  not  believe 
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in  drug  monopolies,  allowed  through  the  strong 
power  of  the  patent-office,  and  promoted  by  such 
high  minded  custodians  as  the  pharisaical  St.  Louis 
Medical  Record.  We  presume  it  will  next  be  hold- 
ing up  to  professional  view  the  many  virtues  of  the 
patented  printed  pill ;  but  of  this  in  another  article. 


Questionable  l«^ovelties  in  Pharmacy. 

jHILE  We  Should  foster  arid  encourage 
all  improvements  in  the  appearance 
and  taste  of  pharmaceutical  prepara- 
tions, when  a  real  improvement  is 
made  without  correspondingly  increasing  the  cost, 
it  is  questionable  whether  it  is  advantageous  to  en- 
courage the  sale  of  those  products  whose  only  merit 
consists  in  'their  novelty  of  dress,  or  peculiarity  of 
form. 

We  allude  now  more  especially  to  those  varieties 
of  standard  preparations,  in  pillular  form,  which 
have  recently  been  invested  with  a  patented  dress 
of  coloring-matter— with  a  patented  shape  of  out- 
line, be  it  biconvex,  as  the  "  compressed,"  ovaliform, 
as  the  gelatine  coated — or  invested  with  a  patented 
placard  of  its  name  upon  its  outer  covering. 

The  reasons  we  assign  for  doubting  the  pro- 
priety of  recommending  these  fancied  improve- 
ments in  pharmacy  are  as  follows  : 

1st.  The  expense  in  their  manufacture  is  in- 
creased ;  and  this,  necessarily,  entails  a  greater  ex- 
pense upon  the  retailing  pharmacist,  the  physician 
(if  he  dispenses  his  own  remedies),  and  the  patient. 
Of  course,  if  any  benefit  was  derived  from  the  use 
of  such  goods  by  a  sick  person,  it  would  be  out  of 
place  to  question  the  difference  in  price.  Now,  no  one 
will  admit  that  a  colored  pill  is  more  inviting  to  the 
patient  than  a  sugar-coated  one ;  in  fact,  it  is  much 
more  repulsive ;  as  to  the  lettering,  it  is  absolutely 
of  no  use,  unless  one  is  so  careless  and  slovenly  as 
to  allow  his  stock  to  get  mixed  up,  and  so  needs 
this  aid  in  order  to  select  out  the  proper  pill  when 
a  customer  calls  for  it ;  such  doubtful  qualifications 
in  a  dispenser  should  subject  him  to  ostracism  from 
the  profession  he  disgraces,  you  will  all  admit.  As 
to  the  patient,  what  does  he  know  about  it,  anyway  ? 
Suppose  a  prescription  is  written  for  any  one  of  the 
formulae,  so  meaningless  to  the  laity,  what  good  does 
it  to  the  patient  to  see  a  lot  of  letters,  so  far  as  he 
is  concerned,  cabalistically  encircling  his  pill  ? 

In  the  case  of  a  physician's  ordering  morphine, 
or  calomel,  especially  to  a  hysterical  person,  the 
very  purpose,  oftentimes,  would  be  defeated  ;  for  in 
half  the  cases  the  pill  would  remain  untouched ;  or, 
on  the  next  visit  of  the  doctor,  his  ears  would  be 
regaled  with  all  the  tortures  the  patient  endured  in 
the  pillish  purgatory  ensuing  upon  its  taking.    ,;     .. 

Then,  too,  on  the  principle  of  polypharmacy,  the 
production  is  decidedly  objectionable.  The  material 
added  to  the  coating  to  color  it— or  to  the  pill  mass 
to  color  it,  or  the  ink  or  staining  fluid  forming  the 
letter  upon  the  pill,  is  simply  so  much  extra,  and, 
medicinally,  is  perfectly  useless. 


2d.  The  improvement  is  absolutely  of  no  profit 
to  any  .one  but  the  holder  of  the  pi^|:ent,  in  whose 
own  private  interests  it  is  freely  advertised,  thereby, 
if  possible,  diverting  trade  from  equally  responsible 
and  reliable  houses  to  the  one  protected  by  the 
patent  laws.  This  strikes  a  death-blow  to  fair  and 
honorable  competition,  the  life  to  all  legitimate  trade. 
Instead  of  fostering  a  care  and  zeal  in  the  procure- 
ment of  pure  and  reliable  drugs  for  the  make  up  of 
the  pillular  mass,  it  leaves  purity  of  ingredients, 
and  skill  in  their  manipulation,  to  become  a  second 
rate  object  of  attainment ;  centering  the  major  por- 
tion of  manipulation,  etc.,  upon  the  outward  form 
of  coating,  contour  or  lettering,  which  is,  in  point 
of  fact,  of  no  moment  to  the  one  most  interested  in 
the  product — the  consumer.  We  venture  to  assert 
that  were  these  patent-right  processes  free  to  be 
used  by  all  manufacturing  pharmacists,  not  one  of 
them,  that  are  now  so  freely  advertised,  would  be 
in  existence.  There  would  be,  absolutely,  no  de- 
mand for  their,  now  so  much  vaunted,  virtues.  In 
medicine,  as  in  everything  else,  the  simpler  its 
manipulation,  the  less  excipient  used  (unless  for 
some  special  purposes),  the  better  is  the  phar- 
macal  product. 

While  we  have  been  more  particularly  dwelling 
upon  the  stained  and  printed  pill,  still  the  "  com- 
pressed," "gelatine-coated,"  "gluten  coated,"  " &^^ 
shaped,"  etc.,  are  open  to  many  of  the  above 
narrated  objections.  The  process  of  manufacture 
is  more  costly,  the  solubility  of  the  coating  is  less 
active  than  a  coating  of  sugar,  although  they  are 
advertised  as  the  only  soluble  coated  pills  in  the 
market.  This  is  certainly  quite  a  blow  at  the  phar- 
macy of  the  by-gone  years  when  it  was  clearly 
demonstrated  by  experiment,  as  well  as  in  active 
practice,  that  the  sugar-coated  pill  was  easily 
soluble. 

The  result  of  all  these  innovations  in  pill  coat- 
ing has  been  to  put  upon  the  market  a  more  expen- 
sive pill  than  the  sugar-coated  one,  and,  with  the 
single  exception  of  the  quinine  pills,  their  prices 
have  been  above  the  sugar-coated  article.  The 
secret  of  this  low-priced  quinine  pill,  as  sent  out  from 
one  house  manufacturing  the  gelatine-coated  pill, 
has  recently  been  exposed  by  the  manufacturers 
themselves,  who  issued  a  circular  saying  that  the 
unbleached  (less  expensive  and  less  pure)  quinine 
was  used  in  their  manufacture ;  that  hereafter 
the  white,  or  bleached,  quinine  would  be  used. 
Now  this  is  just  a  sample  of  the  evils  that  a  pro- 
tected process  of  manufacture  allows;  were  com- 
petition allowed,  from  necessity  of  the  demands  of 
trade,  the  manufacturers  of  those  unbleached 
quinine  pills  could  never  have  disposed  of  their 
stock  as  a  stock  cotnpeting  with  the  ordinary 
bleached  quinine  pill.  The  patent  allows  the  hold- 
ers of  it  to  offer  imperfectly  prepared  pharma- 
ceutical products  for  the  ones  of  standard  purity. 
The  demand  having  been  created  for  a  certain 
coated,  or  shaped,  or  marked  article,  of  course 
this  designated  article  is  to  be  dispensed,  whether 
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of  standard  strength  and  purity  or  not ;  and  hence 
honest  competition  in  pharmaceutical  manufac- 
ture is  out  of  the  question ;  all  we  have  then  to 
rely  on  is  the  reputation  of  the  manufacturer, 
which  should  be,  like  Caesar's  wife,  above  suspicion, 

but,  alas 

These,  then,  are  a  few  of  the  reasons  why  we  de- 
cry all  of  these  "  patented  "  preparations,  articles 
of  truly  "  questionable  "  reputation,  the  Si.  Louts 
Clinical  Record  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 


Fucus  Vesiculosus. 

EFERRING  our  readers  to  the  letter 
of  Dr.  Wilhite  in  the  Correspondence 
Department,  page  39,  in  answer  to 
which  we  would  say : 

Firstly,  that  it  is  not  the  policy  of  New  Prepar- 
ations to  puff,  editorially,  any  new  remedy  into 
notoriety.  Every  remedy  must  stand,  or  fall,  upon 
its  own  individual  merit.  In  our  editorial  columns 
we  shall  give,  as  a  summary,  the  general  favor  with 
which  a  new  remedy  is  received,  basing  the  opinion 
upon  the  testimony  of  the  majority.  For  this  testi- 
mony we  shall  depend  entirely  upon  the  reports  of 
cases  in  which  the  remedy  has  been  tried  by  differ- 
ent practitioners.  Any  good  or  deserving  remedy 
will  bear  this  test ;  while  worthless  ones  will  soon 
fall,  thereby,  into  their  merited  disrepute. 

Secondly,  it  is  not  our  province  to  condemn  a 
remedy  at  sight,  no  matter  what  our  individual  opin- 
ion may  be  at  the  time.  Our  motto,  reniedium  nan 
condemnatum  est  donee  id  expertutn  sit,  would 
not  allow  us  to  do  this.  Oftentimes  a  most  valued 
remedy  is  neglected  when  first  proposed  ;  but  when 
its  merits  become  really  known  to  the  profession 
it  is  apt  to  be  overestimated  in  therapeutical  repute. 
We  believe  in  the  advice  given  by  Helios  to  his  son 
Phaethon  when  assuming  control  of  the  fiery  horses 
of  the  sun,  medio  tutissimus  ibis,  as  being  the  safer, 
and  the  only  legitimate  course  for  a  journal,  such 
as  New  Preparations,  which  is  devoted  to 
the  interests  of  the  whole  profession.  If  we  place 
the  whole  testimony  before  you,  pro  and  coH,  then 
you  yourselves  become  the  judges  ;  this  is  what  we 
aim  to  do.  And  if,  in  so  doing,  we  are  able  to  in- 
troduce z.few,  only,  of  really  valuable  remedies,  as 
some  of  our  introduced  new-comers  have  proven 
themselves  to  be,  then  we  shall  be  abundantly 
satisfied. 

Thirdly,  coming  more  directly  to  the  answer  of 
our  friend's  questions,  we  would  say  that  in  all 
probability  the  preparations  were  all  reliable. 
There  is  much  testimony  of  fucus  vesiculosus  being 
a  positive  fat  reducer ;  then,  too,  there  is  some  tes- 
timony, decidedly  in  the  minority,  however,  that 
goes  to  show  that  fucus  is  really  a  fat  ^r^ducer. 
{Vide  New  PREPARATIONS,  page  23,  July,  1877.) 
Here  are  two  extremes  to  be  harmonized  ;  how  is  it 
to  be  done  ?  It  is  our  opinion  (we  do  not  assert  it 
to  be  a  fact,  mind)  that  the  proper  cases  are  not 
selected  in  these  cases  of  reported  failures.  From 
our  study  of  the  drug,  we  do  not  believe  fucus  to  be 


a  reducer  of  the  adipose  tissue  of  healthy  subjects. 
It  is  mostly  on  those  cold,  torpid  individuals  with 
a  cold,  clammy  skin,  loose  and  flabby  rolls  of  fat, 
pendulous  belly,  etc.,  that  fucus  will  display  its 
powers  to  the  best  advantage.  In  this  class  of 
cases  everything  about  them  is  apathetic';  fat,  to 
them,  is  a  morbid  condition,  a  result  of  vitiated 
function.  In  this  class  of  cases  the  remedy  acts 
beneficially  by  overcoming  this  torpid  and^inorbid 
tendency,  thus  reducing  the  size,  by  tdning  up  the 
vascular  and  sympathetic  system.  This,  we  say,  is 
our  belief  of  what  the  action  of  the  remedy  is. 
Possibly  it  also  acts-  upon  the  starchy  matters  of 
the  food  in  some  manner  so  as  to  prevent  their 
easy  change  in}.Q,f4l;,  when  introduced  into  the  hu- 
man economy.;.t-!f'ifn<['-}>':r!'  !■ 

Of  course,  then,  if  a  person  is  perfectly  healthy, 
the  flesh  solid  and  firm,  the  fat  not  in  rolls  or 
flabby,  the  primes  vice  in  good  order,  the  action  of 
fucus,  if  it  be  possessed  of  this  peculiar  tonic  prin- 
ciple we  have  attributed  to  it,  would  necessarily  go 
to  building  up  the  tissues  of  the  body,  rather  than 
to  the  destruction  of  them.  Still,  in  spite  of  this, 
we  had  a  young  man,  apparently  of  excellent 
health,  flesh  firm  and  muscles  hard,  grow  thin  on 
the  use  of  the  remedy.  He  was,  however,  exceed- 
ingly large,  weighing  over  three  hundred  pounds, 
the  bony  framework  of  his  body  being  quite 
short. 

Another  gentleman  of  our  acquaintance,  a  doctor, 
whose  weight  is  about  three  hundred  pounds,  has 
been  taking  the  remedy — he  belongs  to  our  class 
of  healthy,  active,  large  men- — with  the  result  of 
overcoming  a  chronic  constipation,  or  lethargy  of 
the  liver  and  bowels,  but  with  no  effect  on  the 
diminution  of  his  weight.  He  says,  however,  that 
he  feels  hghter  in  spirits  anyway,  if  not  in  :bodily 
flesh.  He  has  given  the  remedy  in  other  cases  of 
chronic  constipation,  or  intestinal  lethargj',  and 
with  the  same  favorable  results.  In  this  respect  he 
thinks  the  remedy,  a  valuable  one. 

This,  in  fine,  is  the  sum  of  the  testimony  upon 
the  drug,  as  reported  to  us.  It  is  altogether  too 
new  yet  to  allow  one  to  define  its  action  very- 
minutely,  or  to  assign  the  cases  that  it  will  benefit ; 
it  is  yet  in  the  school  of  empiricism.  Still,  in  the 
class  of  torpid,  unhealthy  fat  producers,  as  above 
described,  w.e  believe  it  will  be  of  benefit. 

f  xtriir-vii-in-jv  vfT? 

Cascara  Sagrado. 

HIS  i§  one  of  our  newest  comers,  yet  it 
is  fast  winning  its  way  to  the  confi- 
dence of  the  profession  as  an  excel- 
lent remedy  in  atonic  constipation. 
Its  action  is  a  peculiar  one,  not  being  cholagogue  in 
its  nature,  but  ratlier  a  stimulator  to  the  unstriated 
muscular  fiber  of  the  intestines,  through  its  action 
upon  the  sympathetic  nerve,  thus  increasing  the 
vermicular  movements  of  the  intestines.  In  this  it 
resembles,  somewhat,  nux  vomica  or  strychnia. 
Its  action,  however,  is  somewhat  different  from  this 
powerful  drug,  in  the  fact  that  the  stools  are  softer. 
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Then,  too,  its  taste  is  not  unpleasant,  whereas  the 
strychnos  nux  vomica  is  intensely  bitter.  It  also  is 
less  objectionable,  from  the  fact  it  is  not  poisonous, 
or  no  more  so  than  our  milder  series  of  drugs,  thus 
rendering  it  safer  to  be  prescribed  in  these  long 
standing  or  chronic  cases. 

A  distinguished  college  professor,  whose  name 
would  be  familiar  to  most  of  our  readers,  were  we 
to  mention  it,  tells  us  that  in  his  own  case  it  acts 
the  nicest  of  anything  he  ever  tried.  Fifteen  or 
twenty  drops  three  times  a  day  is  all  that  is  wanted, 
and  it  is  devoid  of  all  unpleasant  sensation  in  its 
action.  He  is  waiting  until  he  has  tried  it  upon 
others  before  he  publishes  a  report  of  its  action 
over  his  own  name. 

From  his  report  of  its  good  qualities,  and  from 
the  reports  of  many  others,  we  think  cascara  will 
take  equal  rank  with  grindelia  robusta  in  the  phy- 
sicians' armamentorium. 


A  Nucleus  in  the  Red  Blood-Corpuscle. 

HIS  is  rather  a  startling  assertion  to 
make,  for  it  never  has  been  supposed 
to  have  any.  Quite  recently  a  Ger- 
man micro-physiologist  has  demon- 
strated them  in  the  red  corpuscles,  and,  following 
in  his  footsteps  has  been  our  friend.  Prof.  Stowell, 
who  has  charge  of  the  Physiological  Laboratory  at 
the  State  University  at  Ann  Arbor. 

Dr.  Stowell,  has  demonstrated  the  presence  of 
the  nucleus  to  his  class  on  several  different  occa- 
sions, and  also  to  several  members  of  the  medi- 
cal faculty.  The  doctor  has  been  the  first  in 
America  to  make  this  demonstration.  The  man- 
ner in  which  this  is  done  will  be  found  in 
another  department,  where  a  communication  from 
the  doctor  is  published,  in  response  to  a  request 
from  us  to  favor  our  readers,  who  are  interested  in 
microscopy,  with  the  manipulation  necessary  to 
bring  the  nucleus  out. 


Failure  or  Success. 

F  a  drug  is  known  to  have  certan  attri- 
butes, failure  or  success  from  its 
use  depends  entirely  upon  its  purity, 
its  proper  manufacture  and  non-de- 
terioration. Another  factor  to  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration, and  an  important  one,  too,  as  regards 
our  newest  remedies,  is  that  you  get  the  true  drug- 
in  question.  Such  an  assertion  as  this  last  may 
seem  uncalled  for  ;  yet  it  is  by  no  means  an  unheard 
of  case  that  spurious  articles  are  substituted  for  the 
drug  designated,  either  through  ignorance  or  willful 
culpability,  on  the  part  of  the  shipper  of  the  origi- 
nal packages.  Notably  so  is  this  case  with  grin- 
delia robusta,  fucus  vesiculosus,  cascara  sagrado, 
damiana,  etc.,  of  which  there  are  several  very 
closely  allied  members  of  the  same  species  ;  and 
unless  great  care  is  taken  in  gathering,  one  can  be 
mistaken  for  the  other.  In  several  instances  we 
have  known  this  mistake  to  occur,  and  then  the 
genuine  remedy  has  received  the  brand  of  worth- 
lessness,  through  no  fault  of  its  own.  If  any  of 
our  readers  have  experimented  with  remedies  which 
have  had  good  recommendation  for  their  curative 
properties,  and  have  found  no  satisfactory  results 
ensuing,  this  may  furnish  a  key  to  the  problem. 
While  we  do  not  wish  to  criminate  any  manufac- 
turing houses — for  we  do  not  think  the  fault  is 
primarily  their  own — yet  we  wish  to  call  particular 
attention  to  the  point,  so  that  they  may  use  greater 
caution  in  the  procurement  of  the  genuine  article. 
This  has  been  prominently  brought  to  our  notice 
recently  by  several  physicians  who  have  found 
widely  different  results  ensuing  from  the  use  of  the 
preparations  of  the  same  (supposed  so,  at  least) 
plant  from  different  manufacturing  houses.  In 
certain  cases  the  result  would  be  nil ;  while  in 
others,  where  a  different  manufacturer's  product 
had  been  used,  the  result  had  been  all  that  could 
have  been  desired. 
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Book  Reviews. 


The  Annual  Medical  Directory  of  the 
Regular  Physicians  of  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois, FOp  the  Year  1878,,  i^.  A- Emmons,  M.  D., 
editor  and  publisher. 

Besides  the  regular  physicians  this  directory  in- 
cludes the  names  and  addresses  of  all  the  "  irregular  " 
ones  who  have  complied  with  the  registration  act 
of  the  State.  The  other  miscellaneous  matter  in 
the  book  makes  it  of  value  to  the  Illinois  physician, 
especially,  as  it  contains  a  list  of  all  the  medical 
societies  and  times  of  their  meetings,  etc. 

Early  Medical  Chicago;  by  James  Nevins 
Hyde,  A.  M.,  M.  D.  Illustrated.  Chicago,  D.  B. 
Cooke  &  Co. 

This  is  an  octavo,  paper  bound  pamphlet  of  47 
pages,  replete  with  interest  to  the  Chicagoan,  or 
to  any  one  specially  interested  in  the  "  rise  "  of  the 
profession  of  the  northwest. 

RuDiNGER  Atlas  of  the  Osseous  Anatomy 
OF  THE  Human  Ear.  By  N.  Rudinger,  M.  D., 
University  Professor  in  the  Anatomical  Institute  of 
Munich,  etc.  Translated  and  edited,  with  Notes 
and  an  additional  plate,  by  Clarence  J.  Blake, 
M.  D.,  Aural  Surgeon  to  the  Mass.  Charitable  Eye 
and  Ear  Infirmary,  Lecturer  on  Otology  in  Har- 
v^rcj  Medical  School.  With  nine  Photographic 
Plates  and  twenty-three  pages  of  letter  press.  i 
vol.  folio,  cloth,  gilt.  Price,  $3.50.  Boston,  A. 
Williams  &  Co.  '•'•' 

To  a  student  of  otology  this  is  a  valuable  work. 
The  photographs  are  very  excellent,  in  fact,  we  do 
not  know  we  have  seen  photographs  of  anatomical 
specimens  that  have  equaled  them.  They  were 
made  by  Albert,  of  Munich,  and  Metcalf  and  Well- 
don,  of  Boston.  The  osteological  ear  is  seen  in  all 
its  proportions,  and  as  plainly  portrayed  as  if  you 
had  the  bony  specimens  before  you  ;  and  in  those 
cases  where  the  specimen  has  been  magnified,  even 
more  plainly.  The  letter  press,  by  the  aid  of  figures 
upon  the  photographic  prints,  renders  concise,  yet 
complete  description  of  each  important  portion. 

Hand-Book  of  the  Practice  of  Medicine. 
By  M.  Charteris,  M.  D.;  Prof.  Practice  of  Medi- 
cine, Anderson  College,  Glasgow.  Illustrated  with 
numerous  engravings.  Large  16",  pp.  336,  cloth, 
$2.00.  Philadelphia,  1878,  Lindsay  &  Blakiston. 
Detroit,  E.  B.  Smith  &  Co. 

This  is  another  of  the  "Student's  Guide  Series," 
and  a  handy  volume  for  the  busy  practitioner  as 
well  as  the  student.  It  shows,  in  a  brief  manner, 
the  salient  points  of  diagnosis,  and  the  treatment. 
In  this  latter  we  miss  many  of  the  drugs  with 
which  American  physicians  have  become  familiar 
the  past  few  years  in  treating  those  diseases  that 
are  common  in  our  changeable  country.  Yet,  if  on 
any  practitioner's  table,  it  will  be  sure  to  receive  a 
good  deal  of  thumbing. 

The  Vest-Pocket  Gray,  or  Anatomist's  Vade- 
Mecum ;  compiled  specially  for  students,  by  C.  H. 
Leonard,  M.  A.,  M.  D.,  seventh  thousand.  Lon- 
don, 1878,  Bailliere,  Tindall  &  Cox,  20  King 
William  street,  Strand. 

This  is  the  English  edition  of  our  little  work.  The 

Vest-Pocket  Anatomist  (see  second  cover  page), 

and  is  issued  uniformly  in  matter,  size  and  binding 

with  the  American  edition,  with  which  most  of  our 

readers  are  familiar.    The  Londott  Doctor  says  of  it : 

"  By  dint  of  a  small  though  clear  type,  and  the 
exclusion  of  all  unnecessary  words,  a  marvelous 
amount  of  information  has  been  condensed  into  a 


remarkably  small  space.  The  work  is  one  which 
will  be  found  of  the ,  greatest  value  as  a  pocket 
companion."  .   ^      ,, 

The  Elements  of  Therapeutics  ;  a  clinical, 
guide  to  the  action  of  medicines.  By  Dr.  C.  Binz, 
Professor  of  Pharmacology  in  the  University  of 
Bonn.  Translated  from  the  fifth  German  edition, 
and  edited,  with  additions,  in  conformity  with  the 
British  and  American  Pharmacopoeias,  by  Dr. 
Edward  I.  Sparks,  M.  A.,  M.  B.,  Oxon.  Large 
24",  pp.  345,  cloth,  $2.00.  New  York,  Witi.  Wood 
&  Co.,  1878. 

The  classic  nature  of  this  work  is  sufficiently 
guaranteed  from  the  fact  that  it  is  written  by  so 
eminent  a  man  as  Professor  Binz,  and  also  that  it 
has  passed  through  ^^"^  editions  in  Germany.  The 
annotations  of  Dr.  Sparks  have  made  the  book 
equally  valuable  to  the  English  or  American  physi- 
cian or  pharmacist,  as  in  these  are  supplied  those 
preparations  omitted  from  the  German  lists. 

The  matter  is  classified  admirably,  thuS  making 
the  work  handy  for  reference ;  for  you  not  only  find 
similarly  acting  remedies  grouped  together,  but  also 
all  the  different  preparations  of  each  drug,  the  dose 
of  each  being  given.  Besides  this  there  is  a  brief^ 
description  of  the  action  of  the  preparations.- 
Where  the  chemical  equivalents  are  known,  these 
are  given.  From  the  low  price  of  the  work  and 
the  superiority  of  its  matter  it  should  find  its  way 
to  every  pharmacist's  table.  To  the  physician  it  is 
handier  than  the  dispensatory,  and  hence  of  equal 
worth  to  him. 

Pharmaceutical  Lexicon  ;  A  Dictionary  of 
Pharmaceutical  Science,  containing  a  concise  ex- 
planation of  the  various  subjects  and  terms  of  Phar- 
macy, with  appropriate  selections  from  the  Collateral 
Sciences.  Designed  as  a  guide  for  the  pharma- 
ceutist, druggist  and  physician.  By  H.  V.  Swer- 
ingen.  Member  of  the  American  Pharmaceutical 
Association,  etc.,  8",  cloth,  pp.  576,  $3.00.  Philadel- 
phia, Lindsay  &  Blakiston. 

To  the  pharmacist  and  druggist  this  will  prove  a 
more  acceptable  work  than  the  standard  Dictionary 
of  Dunglison,  as  it  is  handier  for  hurried  reference, 
having  none  of  the  multitudinous  foreign  phrases, 
words,  and  names  of  diseases,  etc.,  in  the  lexicon 
proper.  Besides,  the  definitions  of  the  pharmaceu- 
tical terms  and  products  are  given  more  at  length 
than  in  Dunglison.  A  supplementary  chapter  for 
the  definition  of  diseases,  with  their  synonyms,  has 
been  added,  with  a  complete  list  of  abbreviations, 
also  many  pages  of  select  prescriptions,  a  posologi- 
cal  table,  poisons  and  their  antidotes,  table  of  phar- 
maceutical equivalents,  dietary  for  invalids,  weights 
and  measures,  an  exposition  of  the  atomic  theory 
in  chemistry,  etc.  We  have  no  hesitancy  in  recom- 
mending the  work  as  being  of  great  value  to  every 
one  engaged  in  practical  pharmacy,  or  in  the  study 
of  the  same. 

Practical  Gynecology  ;  a  Hand-Book  of  the 
Diseases  of  Women.  By  Heywood  Smith,  M.  A., 
M.  D.,  Oxon.  With  fifteen  illustrations.  Large 
i'6°,  pp.  205,  cloth,  $2.00.  Philadelphia,  1878,  Lind- 
say &  Blakiston.  Detroit,  E.  B.  Smith  &  Co. 
-  This  is  one  of  the  "Student's  Guide  Series,"  now 
being  issued  by  Lindsay  &  Blakiston.  Lately  there 
has  been  quite  a  desire,  on  the  part  of  the  profession, 
for  small,  practical  works ;  and  our  publishers  have 
seen  fit  to  gratify  this  desire  by  the  issue  of  con- 
densed hand-books  upon  the  different  departments 
of  our  science.  As  a  concise  exponent  of  modern 
gynaecology  we  welcome  this  valuable  little  book. 
In  his  chapter  on  the  means  of  diagnosis,  the  author 
has  been  quite  minute  in  his  description.  In  his 
signs,  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  specific  complamts, 
he  is  terse,  clear,  almost  epigrammatic.  To  the  busy 
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practitioner  it  will  be  a  relief  from  the  necessary 
tediousness  of  a  large  text-book. 

Malaria  and  Struma,  their  Relation  to  the 
Etiology  of  Skin  Diseases.  Read  before  the  Am. 
Derm.  Ass'n,  by  Z.  P.  YandeU,  Jr.,  M.  D.,  Prof, 
of  Clin.  Med.  and  Therap.,  University  of  Louisville. 

In  this  reprint  the  Professor  desires  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  profession  to  the  fact  that  in  his 
practice  "malaria  is  the  chief  source  of  acute  skin 
disease  ;  scrofula  is  the  chief  source  of  chronic  skin 
disease,  and  that  the  most  inveterate  cases  of  skin 
disease  are  often  due  to  the  co-existence  of  both." 
This  is  certainly  a  novel  assertion.  What  the  Pro- 
fessor would  like  to  know  is. whether  other  physi- 
cians have  noticed  the  same.     Have  you  ? 

Meteorology  in  the  Service  of  Medi- 
cine.— Translated  from  the  German  of  Prof.  J. 
Schreiber,  of  Vienna,  by  W.  H.  Gtddmgs,  M.  D., 
Aiken,  S.  C. 

This  is  a  valuable  reprint  from  the  Richmond 
and  Louisville  Medical  Journal,  especially  to  one 
interested  in  the  subject.  It  seems  the  Germans 
have  thought  it  of  enough  importance  to  establish 
a  chair  of  "  climatology,"  and,  if  our  medical  col- 
leges had  a  lectureship  upon  it,  it  would  be  of  last- 
ing benefit  to  the  graduates  therefrom. 

The  Treatment  of  Fracture  of  the 
Femur,  by  Edward  Borck,  M.  D.  Reprint  from 
St.  Louis  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal.     Illustrated. 

The  doctor  believes  in  direct  extension  from  the 
thigh,  the  leg  resting  over  a  pyramid,  or  "double 
inclined  "  pillow. 

Transactions  of  the  32D  Annual  Meet- 
ing of  the  Ohio  State  Medical  Society, 
held  at  Put-in-Bay,  June  12-14,  1877.  Large  16°, 
pp.  200. 

The  papers  preserved  therein  are,  "  Annual 
address"  by  the  President,  W.J.  Scott ;  Antipyretic 
powers  of  sulphate  of  quinine,  T.  W.  Gordon ; 
Obituaries,  B.  B.  Leonard ;  Milk  sickness,  S.  S. 
Gray ;  Manipulations  in  the  reduction  of  disloca- 
tions, S.  F.  Forbes ;  Paracentesis  of  the  cornea, 
S.  C.  Ayres;  Surgical  treatment  of  perityphilitic 
abscess,  J.  H.  Pooley;  Prevention  of  spread  of 
syphilis,  C.  S.  Muscroft ;  Chloral  hydrate  in  puer- 
peral convulsions,  Jonathan  Morris. 

Baths  and  their  use;,  in  the  Treatment 
OF  Disea.ses  of  the  Skin— a  valedictory  address 
to  the  class  on  diseases  of  the  skin  at  the  Philadel- 
phia School  of  Anatomy  and  Surgery.  By  John  V, 
Shoemaker,  A.  M.,  M.  D. 

Published  by  the  class. 

Review  of  the  recent  Theories  of  Brain 
and  Nerve  Action,  and  the  use  of  Elec- 
tricity in  Medicine  and  Surgery,  by  John 
J.  Caldwell,  M.  D.,  Baltimore. 

From  the  author. 

Wh.^T  am  I?  A  valedictory  address  to  the 
graduates  of  the  42d  session  of  the  Medical  De- 
partment of  the  University  of  Louisville,  by  J.  M. 
Bodine,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Anatomy  and  Operative 
Surgery  of  the  Eye,  Dean  of  the  Faculty. 

This  is  an  excellent  essay,  and  well  worthy  the 
"  request  of  publication  "  accorded  it  by  the  class. 
Would  that  we  had  more  college  professors  capable 
of  giving  their  students  as  sound,  moral  and  christ- 
ian doctrine. 

Microphotograph  of  the  Sarcolemma  of 
Muscle.  Demonstrated  by  Chas.  H.  Stozvell, 
M.  D.,  of  the  Physiological  Laboratory  of  Michigan 
University.  '  ';'  ■'"" 

The  professor  has  succeeded  admirably  in  shoW- 
ing  the  covering  of  the  muscular  fiber,  for  in  the 
specimen  the  sarcolemma  is  shown  clearly  for  a 
space  of  two  inches,  as  photographed. 


On  the  source  of  Muscular  Power.  Argu- 
ments and  conclusions  drawn  from  observations 
upon  the  human  subject  under  conditions  of  rest 
and  muscular  exercise.  By  Austin  Flint,  Jr., 
M.  D.,  Professor  of  Physiology  and  Physiological 
Anatomy,  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College,  etc. 
New  York,  D.  Appieton  &  Co.,  1878.  Detroit, 
E.  B.Smith  &  Co.  Large  24",  cloth,  pp;  103 ;;  price, 
$1.00.  ■  ;  ■  •  V         ■        ' 

/•lUMii 

The  first  part  of  this  little  vvork,  so  interesting  to 
the  physiologist,  is  devoted  to  the  nutrition  and  de- 
velopments of  the  muscular  systerh,  and  the  rela- 
tion of  the  same  to  the  elimination  of  nitrogen. 
Then  follows  a  resume  of  the  experiments  of  Lie- 
bieg,  Lehmann,  Fick,  Wislicenus,  Parkes,  Pavy,  and 
of  the  author  himself.  The  results  of  these  experi- 
ments led  the  author  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
direct  source  of  muscular  power  lies  in  the  muscle 
itself,  and  that  exercise  destroys  a  portion  of  muscle  ■ 
which  amount  is  measured  by  the  nitrogen  excreted  ; 
that,  indirectly,  nitrogenized  food  is  a  source  of  the 
same  power  in  that  it  repairs  waste  and  develops 
a  capacity  for  work. 

A  Practical  Treatise  on  Materia  Medica 
AND  Therapeutics,  By  Roberts  Bartholow, 
M.  A.,  M.  D.,  Prof.  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medi- 
cine in  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio,  etc.  New 
and  enlarged  edition.  New  York,  D.  Appieton 
&  Co..  1878;  Detroit,  E.  B.  Smith  &  Co.;  8°,  pp. 
565  ;  cloth,  $5.00.  , 

This  work  belongs  to  the  new  school  of  physio- 
logical medicine  that  now  is  fast  gaining  converts 
everywhere.  The  Germans  have,  for  some  time, 
been  paying  special  attention  to  the  physiological  . 
action  of  remedies,  but  the  Americans  were  not 
long  in  equaling  them  in  experimental  research. 
The  English  seem  to  have  been  somewhat  back- 
ward in  this,  though  Farquharson,  whose  "Guide" 
we  reviewed  in  our  last  number,  has  done  excellent 
service  in  grouping  together  the  physiological  action 
of  remedies  for  the  use  of  their  students.  First 
among  American  experimenters,  in  this  field,  stands 
Prof.  Bartholow ;  in  fact,  his  whole  life  labor  has 
been  the  "  proving  "  the  action  of  remedies,  and  his 
work  now  before  us  is  a  history,  epitomized  to  be 
sure,  of  this  work.  It  is  probably  a  more  original 
work  than  Prof.  Wood's,  though,  in  saying  this,  we 
mean  no  disparagement  to  the  work  of  the  great  ex- 
ponent of  physiological  medicine  at  Philadelphia. 
His  (Wood's)  work  is  a  larger  one,  and  embraces 
extended  opinions  of  other  experinientalists  than 
himself,  leading  sometimes  to  almost  contradictory, 
views.  In  Bartholow's  work  we  have  that  which 
the  American  student  likes  best — the  positive  ex- 
pression of  the  author's  opinion  upon  the  results 
reached  by  others,  as  well  as  upon  those  from' 
original  observation.  Sometimes  in  this  expression 
Prof.  Bartholow  has  seemed  to  be  dogmatic  ;  in  this 
we  freely  pardon  him,  for  he  has  a  right  to  be,  the 
right  proven  by  personal  physiological  research. 

The  arrangement  of  matter  is  also  an  original  one 
of  the  Professor's,  and  an  excellent  one  it  is,  too, 
both  in  his  "groupings"  of  remedies,  and  the  text 
upon  each  individual  of  each  group.  For  instance, 
take  belladonna;  we  have  first  the  common  name, 
then  preparations,then  follows  its  composition,  then  a 
sub-head  of  atropia,  following  with  the  general  head- 
ings, antagonists  and  incompatibles,  physiological 
actions,  therapy,  hypodermic  use,  external  use,  then 
authorities  consulted — the  whole  occupying  eleven 
pages.  All  the  remeches  noticed  receive  this  same 
thoroughness  of  description  plus  another  head, 
(generally)  which,  from  the  fact  that  belladonnci 
stands  rather  alone,  was  here  omitted,  that  of 
"synergists,"  or  remedies  calculated  to  increase,  or 
favor  the  drug  action.     The  indices  are  thoroughly' 
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prepared,   a  leading  item  in  the  worth  of  a  book 
now-a-days. 

Any  practitioner  armed  with  the  works  of  Bar- 
tholow  and  Wood,  need  have  no  fear  of  falling  back 
into  the  realms  of  empiricisn>  again,  as  they  answer 
the  "  why  "  of  a  drug-action  in  most  cases,  com- 
pletely. Some  remedies,  it  is  true,  are  yet  upon  the 
trial  list ;  but  we  look  forward  to  a  not  far  distant 
day  when  the  mysteries  of  their  action  will  be  no 
more  a  theme  for  theory  and  speculation. 


Clippings. 


The  Eucalyptus. —  The  Chemist  and  Drug- 
gist says  that  Garibaldi  acted  wisely  when  h-e  ad- 
vocated the  introduction  of  the  eucalyptus- 1«  com- 
bat the  malaria  of  the  Campagna  ;  every  fresh'pieee 
of  evidence  relating  to  this  tree  confirms  thbSe  ex- 
pectations which  have  been  formed  respecting  its 
beneficial  influence.  Very  valuable  information  is 
contained  in  a  report  from  Algiers,  forwarded  by 
Consul-General  Playfair.  The  Consul  gives  a 
remarkable  instance  of  the  action  of  the  eucalyptus 
in  removing  miasmatic  influence,  and  thus  improv- 
ing the  sanitary  condition  of  an  unhealthy  district. 


Eucalyptus  in  Membranous  Croup.— Dr. 
Walcher  claims  to  have  had  great  success  in  the 
treatment  of  membranous  croup,  both  in  its  primary 
form  and  in  the  form  which  he  regards  as  second- 
ary to  diphtheria  of  the  pharynx.  He  employs  the 
alcoholic  tincture  of  eucalyptus  globulus.  Prof. 
Gubler  and  Dr.  Gimbert,  of  Cannes,  have  shown 
that  eucalyptol,  the  active  principle  of  the  eucalyp- 
tus, has  a  special  action  on  chronic  catarrh,  with 
muco-purulent  secretion,  especially  when  located  in 
the  lungs,  and  that  the  resinous  principle  is  chiefly 
eliminated  through  these  organs.  Dr.  Walcher 
employed  it  with  benefit  in  doses  of  from  2)^  to  5 
drachms  per  diem,  in  cases  of  chronic  bronchitis  in 
old  people,  and  in  a  case  of  pulmonary  gangrene 
that  recovered.  He  then  tried  it  in  several  cases  of 
croup,  and  it  succeeded  beyond  his  expectations  ;  in 
one  case  the  cast  of  the  entire  trachea  and  of  the 
first  and  second  bronchial  bifurcations  was  coughed 
up,  and  the  patient,  a  child  five  years  of  age,  re- 
covered. He  has  now  discarded  local  applications, 
and  orders  an  ounce  of  the  tincture  of  eucalyptus 
with  three  ounces  of  syrup,  a  teaspoonful  of  the 
mixture  being  given  every  hour.  The  children  take  it 
readily,  and  if  given  slowly,  any  diseased  part  in 
the  pharynx  will  be  sufficiently  impregnated  with 
the  medicament.  A  mild  emetic  of  ipecac  is  given 
occasionally,  if  the  patient  be  strong  enough  to  bear 
it.  Cold  drinks  are  given  to  relieve  thirst,  and  cold 
applications  are  made  to  the  head  if  there  is  much 
congestion.  The  child's  strength  is  to  be  kept  up 
by  proper  nourishment ;  the  alcohol  contained  in 
the  above  mixture  is  serviceable  in  this  connection. 
Dr.  Walcher  has  given  five  drachms  and  more  of 
the  tincture  of  eucalyptus  per  diem  to  a  child  five 
years  of  age,  and  has  never  known  any  bad  symp- 
toms to  be  produced  by  it.  Dr.  Siegen  thinks  that 
it  is  indicated  in  all  febrile  affections  of  the  respir- 
atory organs,  and  especially  in  whooping-cough.— 
Gazette  Medicale  de  Strasbourg,  Feb.  i,  1877. 


The  Best  Local  Anaesthetic  for  dental 
operations  is  said  to  be  the  extract  of  eucalyptus. 
Apply  one  drop  on  cotton  to  the  sensitive  dentine 
just  before  excavating. — Boston  Med.  and  Surg. 
Jour. 


Berbpjris  Aquifolium    in   Psoriasis    Dir- 
FUSA,-^In,    October    last   a    Mr.    Hall,    native 


of  London,  England,  aged  about  thirty,  and  body 
well  nourished,  presented  himself  to  me  with 
typical  psoriasis  diffusa  involving  the  entire  integu- 
ment excepting  that  of  parts  of  tlie  face,  hands  and 
feet.  It  was  his  second  attack  and  had  then  troubled 
him  three  or  four  months,  growing  gradually  worse 
in  that  time. 

During  his  first  attack  some  few  years  ago,  being 
unsuccessful  with  any  treatment  in  Canada,  where 
he  then  lived,  he  went  to  London,  England  ;,  and 
under  the  treatment  of  Balmanno  Squire,  surgjeoji 
to  the  British  hospital  for  diseases  of  the  skin,  whiGhi 
he  says  consisted  of  baths  and  ointments  and  inter- 
nal treatment,  the  composition  of  which  he  does, 
not  ver)-  well  remember,  he  pretty  soon  got  well,, 
and  so  remained  till  the  present  recurrence.. 

After  calling  on  me  in  October  last,  and  pending 
his  efforts  to  get  into  some  hospital  where  hecouldi 
avail  himself  of,  what  I  supposed  to  be  necessary,, 
baths  and  treatment,  he  met  with  Mr.  Higgins  of 
this  eity,  and  was  induced  by  him  to  try  berberis 
aquifo^K'um,  which  he  did  in  teaspoonful.  doses  of: 
the  tihct-ure  fooir  times  a  day.. 

Improving:  remarkably   in   a  short   time  he  and 
Mr.  Higgins  called  at  my  office  and  wished  me,  if  I: 
felt  any  interest  iw  it,  to  superintend  the  treatmenti 
and  watch  the  progress. 

Struck  with  so  mucb  eh-ange  without  any  extern- 
nal  macerations  or  anointfngs,  I  was  glad  to  watch, 
it  still  further. 

Soon  after  commencing  the  treatment  he  fre- 
quently felt  a  warm  tingling  sensation  in  the  skin  ;; 
and  while  exfoliation  of  scales  went  00,  the  produc-- 
tionofthem  gradually  ceased.  The  psoriatic  patches, 
left  the  trunk  first,  the  head  next,,  and  next  the 
arms.  There  are  a  few  scales  yet  in'  front  of  the 
knees  ;  but  excepting  those  he  is  entirely  well.  The 
red  discoloration  which  remained  for  some  time  on 
the  trunk  has  lately  entirely  disappeared.. 

I  have  allowed  myself  to  report  the  case,  not 
from  any  special  interest  that  the  affection  possessed,, 
but  from  its  disappearance  during  the  administra- 
tion of  this  medicine.  I  exercised  particular  care  on 
every  hand  to  ascertain  if  any  other  medication  was- 
had,  and  believe  it  to  be  the  only  remedy  used.  The 
patient  has  also  told  me,  from  time  to  time,  that 
he  made  no  change  in  diet  or  any  of  his  habits  of 
life.  He  says  the  medicine  may  have  increased  the: 
action  of  the  bowels  somewhat,  but  not  very  per- 
ceptibly. In  conjecturing  as  to  its  modus  operandi 
I  have  thought  sometimes  that  it  may  act  some- 
what upon  the  bowels  and  other  emunctories,  and 
from  its  bitter  principle,  as  a  tonic  ;  and  in  that 
way  correct  defective  elimination  and  malassimila- 
tion  upon  which  this  affection  with  many  others 
may  probably  enough  depend. — Dr.  T.  N.  Rey- 
nolds, in  the  Michigan  Medical  News. 


JABORANDI       IN       THE       ALBUMINURIA       OF 

Pregnancy. — Dr.  Langlet,  of  Rheims,  in  the 
Union  Medicale  et  Scientifique  de  Nord-Est, 
reports  the  case  of  a  woman  in  the  third  month  of 
pregnancy  who  for  six  weeks  had  suffered  from 
oedema  of  the  legs,  great  oppression,  cephalalgia, 
vomitings,  etc.  The  urine  was  very  scanty  and 
loaded  with  albumen,  and  was  uninfluenced  by  the 
usual  diuretics.  From  the  first  day  after  the  ad- 
ministration of  jaborandi  there  were  salivation,  very 
little  perspiration,  but,  as  a  counterbalance,  an 
increase  in  the  quantity  of  urine  voided,  which  con- 
tinued for  some  subsequent  days.  The  patient 
took  jaborandi  for  sixteen  days,  and  during  that 
time  the  oedema  was  re-absorbed,  the  albumen  de- 
creased, the  general  symptoms  improved,  and  there 
was  eventually  a  favorable  delivery,  with  a  healthy 
child, 
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Viburnum  Prunifolium  the  Remedy  for 
THE  Tendency  to  Abortion  or  Miscarriage. 
— It  requires  a  long  time  to  introduce  a  new 
remedy,  or  re-introduce  an  old  one.  Physicians 
have  prejudices  in  favor  of  old  methods,  or  preju- 
dices against  new  ones.  These  remedies  are  not 
at  hand  when  wanted,  or  are  not  thought  of  when 
the  emergency  comes.  So  I  was  not  surprised  to 
hear  from  an  old  and  active  practitioner  the  other 
day,  that  he  had  not  yet  used  viburnum,  though  he 
complained  of  a  want  of  success  in  treating  these 
cases. 

Now,  I  would  hardly  know  what  to  do  in  a  case 
of  threatened  miscarriage  if  viburnum  was  taken 
from  me ;  and  with  it  I  feel  confident  of  arresting 
the  progress  of  the  trouble,  if  there  is  a  possibility 
of  its  being  arrested.  I  can  recall  five  cases 
within  the  year  in  which  it  has  done  its  work  so 
effectually  that  the  pregnancy  went  on  until  full 
term.  Three  weeks  since  I  was  called  to  a  case 
showing  symptoms  of  miscarriage  at  three  and  a 
half  months.  The  lady  was  awakened  in  the  night 
by  a  sense  of  uneasiness  in  the  pelvis,  and  a  flow 
of  blood.  This  took  the  form  of  uterine  pain  as 
the  flow  increased.  I  was  sent  for,  made  an 
examination,  and  found  evidences  of  threatened 
miscarriage.  To  a  half  glass  of  water  I  added 
twenty  drops  of  tinct.  viburnum,  and  gave  a  tea- 
spoonful  every  half  hour.  The  trouble  had  all 
stopped  by  morning,  and  in  the  afternoon  the  lady 
was  sitting  up. 

Of  course,  if  there  was  evidence  of  determination 
of  blood,  or  an  inflammatory  or  rheumatic  condi- 
tion, we  would  use  aconite  and  macrotys,  as  a  part 
of  the  treatment  which  the  viburnum  might  supple- 
ment.— Eclectic  Medical  Jourttal. 


Grindelia  Robusta  in  Coughs. — Yourselec- 
tion  from  an  article  by  Dr.  Bartholow  on  the  use  of 
grindelia  robusta  leads  me  to  send  you  the  follow- 
ing item  : 

For  something  over  a  year  now  my  usual  cough 
mixture  in  cases  of  bronchitis,  or  even  in  certain 
stages  of  pneumonia,  is  the  following : 

5     Ext.  yerba  sanfce  ft.,   3/. 

Liq.  potassce,   Zj- 

Ext.  grindelice  robusta  fl. 

Tr.  opii.  caniph. 

Syr.  scilla,       vel 

Syr.  ipecacuanha,  as  "^j. 
Mix.  S. — Teaspoonful  every  three  hours. 
I  think  this  formula  a  great  improvement  on  the 
usual  one  of  ipecac,  senega  and  squills,  unless  a 
depressant  effect  is  needed,  as  in  the  first  stages 
of  pneumonia.  In  the  hacking  cough  of  phthisis, 
and  in  the  cough  from  enlarged  heart  the  grindelia 
robusta  is  an  excellent  adjunct ;  and  in  asthmatic 
coughs  and  other  difficulties  I  have  found  the  drug 
to  be  almost  ne  plus  ultra.  This  is  pretty  strong 
language  ;  but  a  large  experience  in  the  use  of  it 
leads  me  to  adopt  the  phrase. 

The  yerba  santa,  an  excellent  bronchial  remedy, 
from  its  richness  of  balsamic  principles,  is  easily 
precipitated  when  water  (as  syrup)  is  added  as  an 
excipient,  and  for  some  time  bothered  me  a  good 
deal  in  making  an  eligible  prescription  of  it.  I 
found  on  experiment,  however,  that  a  small  amount 
of  liquor  potassa  overcame  tendency  to  precipita- 
tion, and  this  accounts  for  it  in  the  above  prescrip- 
tion. Besides  this,  it  is  not  objectionable  in  itself ; 
as  an  alkali  it  tends  "  to  cut  "  viscid  mucoid  dis- 
charges.— Dr.  C.  Henri  Leonard  in  the  Michigan 
Medical  News. 


Kava-Kava  in  Gonorrhcea.— Recently  I  pro- 
cured the  fluid  extract  of  the  kava  kava,  or  piper 


methysticum,  from  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  and  have 
tried  it  in  two  cases.  In  the  first  case  I  thought  it 
did  well,  and  in  the  other  case  it  seems  to  be  doing 
well,  as  the  case  is  getting  well  as  fast  as  could  be 
expected. 

The  copaiba,  if  it  could  be  procured  pure  and 
triturated,  would  prove  curative  in  the  non- 
inflammatory stage ;  but  given,  as  it  generally  is,  in 
the  first  stage,  in  large  doses,  will  often  ruin  the 
digestive  powers  ;  and  so  of  cubebs  also. 

From  the  limited  trials  I  have  made  of  the  Piper 
methysticum.  I  think  it  will  prove  a  valuable 
remedy  in  the  secondary  stage.  After  using  all 
the  reputed  remedies  during  a  practice  of  thirty- 
three  years,  I  believe  that  aconite,  cannabis  and 
gelseminum  are  the  remedies  for  the  first  or 
inflammatory  stage  ;  then  a  wash  of  the  perman- 
ganate of  potassa  for  the  other  stages  until  it  goes 
into  a  gleet ;  then  alum  comes  in  appropriately  to 
finish  up  the  cure. — Dr.  I.  J.  M.  GOSS,  in  the 
American  Medical  Journal. 


Carbazotatk  OF  Ammonia. — Having  noticed 
an  article  in  the  April  number  of  the  Journal, 
inviting  reports  on  carbazotate  of  ammonia,  and 
having  used  it  in  my  practice  since  the  spring  of 
1874.  My  attention  was  first  called  to  it  through 
the  Med.  Times,  and  I  at  once  procured  a  sample, 
and  the  first  case  of  trial  was  as  follows  :  James  T., 
aged  14,  nervous,  bilious  temperament,  has  had 
ague  all  winter,  quartan  type,  tried  quinine  and 
various  patent  medicines,  but  with  no  benefit. 
Mother  complained  that  they  could  get  no  medicine 
to  do  any  good,  and  would  like  to  try  me,  but  were 
poor  financially,  and  did  not  know  when  they  could 
pay  me.  I  told  her  I  would  cure  the  boy  free 
of  charge.  (Being  anxious  to  try  the  new  anti- 
periodic.) 

I  divided  gr.  iv  into  twelve  doses,  adding  a  little 
hydrastis,  then  ordered  one  to  be  taken  three  times 
a  day,  before  meals.  The  boy  never  had  another 
chill  that  year.  This  result  encouraged  me  to  con- 
tinue it,  and  I  have  regularly  used  it  since,  single 
and  in  combination  with  other  remedies. 

I  prefer  it  to  quinine  where  sedatives  are  not 
contra-indicated,  especially  during  fevers,  where 
the  anti-periodic  effect  is  desired  and  sedatives  are 
indicated.  It  agrees  with  the  system  better  than 
quinia,  and  never  causes  any  cerebral  symptoms. 
Have  used  it  in  the  various  grades  of  fevers,  viz., 
typhoid,  remittent,  intermittent,  and  pneumonia, 
with  good  results.  It  seems  to  be  slightly  sedative, 
and  therefore  is  contra-indicated  where  the  pulse 
is  weak,  and  whenever  stimulants  are  indicated  ;  in 
acid  conditions  of  the  stomach,  it  does  but  little 
good,  until  the  acid  is  neutralized  by  alkalies.  I 
generally  give  it  in  one-third  grain  doses  (increasing 
or  decreasing  according  to  age,  temperament,  etc.) 
I  have  given  it  in  one-half  grain  doses,  and  never 
had  any  bad  results  ;  I  generally  combine  it  with 
tonics  whenever  indicated.  It  is  best  administered 
in  wafers  or  granules,  but  can  be  easily  taken  in  a 
little  jelly  or  fruit.  Some  of  my  patients  preferring 
their  medicine  in  fluid  form,  I  make  a  solution  and 
add  glycerine,  which  is  taken  without  trouble. 

Brother  practitioners,  try  it,  and,  observing  the 
proper  indications,  you  will  find  a  reliable  and 
cheap  antiperiodic,  which  you  will  not  be  willing  to 
practice  without. — Dr.  Y.  S.  Troyer,  in  Eclectic 
Medical  Journal. 


Fucus  Vesiculosis  and  its  use  in  the 
Treatment  of  Obesity.  —  Drs.  Duchesne- 
Duparc  and  Godefroy  recommend  the  use  of  an 
extract  of  the  fucus  vesiculosus,  or  bladder  wrack. 
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on-e  of  th6  most  common  sea-weeds  found  on  the 
coasts  of  Europe  and  America,  for  the  purpose  of 
reducing  obesity.  Dr.  Godefroy  gives  his  personal 
experience  of  the  effects  of  this  drug.  He  took  4^ 
grains  of  extract  thrice  daily,  at  the  commencement 
of  a  meal,  with  the  effect  of  reducing  his  weight 
nearly  three  and  one-half  pounds  within  thirty- 
four  days.  M.  Dannecy  gives  the  method  of  pre- 
paring the  extract  in  the  Journal  de  Pharmacie, 
November,  1862,  p.  434.  Of  this  extract  3^  grains 
may,  at  the  outset,  be  taken  thrice  daily,  and  the 
dose  gradually  increased  to  about  three  times  that 
amount.  Caution  is  necessary  not  to  confound 
the  fucus  vesiculosus  with  the  f.  nodosus  and  the 
f.  serrattts.  It  is  believed  that  the  mistaken  use 
of  these  latter  has  given  rise  to  disappointment  in 
the  treatment  of  obesity. — Med.  Press  and  Circu- 
lar, Jan.  9,  1878. 


Botanical  Description  of  Fucus  Vesicu- 
losus.— The  "  United  States  Dispensatory  "  gives 
the  following  description : 

Fucus  Vesiculosus — Sea-  Weed,  bladder-wrack. 
This  was  an  officinal  in  the  Dublin  Pharmacopoeia, 
1850.  It  belongs  to  the  Cryptogamia  Algae  in  the 
sexual  system,  and  to  the  natural  order  Algaceae. 

The  following  is  the  generic  character : 

Male —  Vesicle  smooth,  hollow,  with  villose  hairs 
within  interwoven. 

Female—  Vesicle  smooth,  filled  with  jelly, 
sprinkled  with  immersed  grains,  prominent  at  tip. 
Seeds  solitary. 

This  sea-weed  is  perennial,  with  the  frond  or  leaf 
flat,  smooth  and  glossy,  from  one  to  four  inches 
long,  and  from  half  an  inch  to  an  inch  and  a  half 
broad,  furnished  with  a  midrib  throughout  its 
length,  dichotomous,  entire  upon  the  margin,  and 
of  a  dark,  olive  green  color,  small  spherical  vesicles, 
filled  with  air,  are  immersed  in  the  frond  near  the 
midrib.  The  fruit  consists  of  roundish,  com- 
pressed receptacles,  at  the  ends  of  the  branches, 
filled  with  a  clear  tasteless  mucus.  The  plant 
grows  upon  the  shores  of  Europe,  and  of  this  con- 
tinent, attaching  itself  to  the  rocks  by  its  expanded, 
woody  root.  It  has  a  peculiar  odor,  and  a  nau- 
seous, saline  taste.  Several  chemists  have  under- 
taken its  analysis,  but  the  results  are  not  satisfac- 
tory. It  contains  much  soda  in  saline  combina- 
tion, and  iodine,  in  , the  state  of  iodide  of  potas- 
sium, .jjijif 

The  plant  should  be  gathered  at  the  period  of 
fructification,  about  the  end  of  June,  and  should  be 
rapidly  dried  in  the  sun.  This  mode  of  desicca- 
tion is  important,  as,  when  dried  by  artificial  heat, 
the  plant  never  becomes  friable.  The  preparations 
are :  the  decoction,  made  by  taking  one  ounce  to  a 
pint  of  boiling  water  allowed  to  draw,  in  a  covered 
vessel;  cool,  strain,  etc.  Dose,  small  teacupful 
three  times  per  day  Or  oftener. 

The  solid  extract— made  into  pills,  each  pill  con- 
taining 3%"  grs.;  3  pills  may  be  taken  daily,  in  the 
beginning  and  increased  gradually  to  24  pills,  a 
quantity  which  has  often  been  attained  without  the 
slightest  derangement  of  the  stomach. 

A  syrup  may  be  readily  prepared  by  dissolving 
the  extract  in  a  little  diluted  alcohol,  and  mixing 
this  with  syrup,  in  such  proportion  that  a  teaspoon- 
ful  of  the  syrup  shall  contain  a  dose  of  the  extract. 

A  very  excellent  fluid  extract  is  prepared  by  per- 
colation, without  the  aid  of  heat  or  exposure  to  the 
air.  In  our  own  experience  we  have  found  this 
form  the  most  convenient  and  efficacious. 

Since  writing  the  foregoing,  the  following  article 
has  been  sent  to  me  :  "  Fluid  extract  Fucus  Vesi- 
culosus.    Bladder- Wrack." 


Subjoined  is  the  mode  in  which  fucus  vesiculo- 
sus is  employed  by  M.  Duchesne-Duparc,  who  was 
the  first  to  extol  it  as  a  means  of  counteracting 
obesity.     He  says : 

"This  remedy  is  best  taken  in  the  morning,  fast- 
ing. Its  use  requires  no  change  in  the  ordinary 
diet ;  I  have  always  allowed  persons  to  eat  accord- 
ing to  their  desire ;  and  apart  from  too  much  fari- 
naceous food,  beer,  prolonged  baths,  and  a  too 
sedentary  life,  which  is  always  necessary  to  avoid, 
I  never  impose  serious  privations. 

"The  action  of  the  fucus  on  the  system  is  very 
easily  proved.  After  using  it  some  time  the  patient 
feels  lighter  and  more  active ;  the  stomach  acts 
with  more  rapidity,  and  the  hour  of  repast  is  morp 
impatiently  looked  for.  Flatulency  diminishes  and 
then  disappears,  with  those  who  have  habitually 
been  accustomed  to  it.  The  act  of  digestion  is  no 
longer  accompanied  by  flushings  of  the  face,  by 
fullness  and  weight  in  the  epigastric  region,  and 
flashes  of  heat  toward  the  head. 

"  It  is  not  till  after  two  or  three  weeks  that  we 
begin  to  observe  special  and  characteristic  phenom- 
ena ;  then  the  urine  of  those  under  its  influence  be^ 
comes  generally  more  abundant  and  begins  to 
present  on  its  surface  a  coating,  or  black  film.  It 
is  from  this  period  that  the  resolvent  properties  are 
manifested,  and  the  first  intimation  of  becoming 
thinner  are  displayed.  This  result,  which  some 
look  forward  to  with  much  impatience,  is  every  day 
more  decided,  and,  although  variable  in  degree, 
has  never  yet  failed. 

"  These  different  phenomena  show  us  then  in  the 
fucus  vesiculosus  a  real  stimulant  of  the  absorbent 
system,  concentrating  principally  its  actions  on  the 
fatty  globules.  The  thinness  which  it  determines 
is  not  always  produced  in  a  uniform  manner.  I 
have  seen  it  limited  to  certain  isolated  parts,  which 
are  then  almost  always  those  where  the  fatty  tissue 
accumulates  in  the  greatest  abundance.  Thus, 
with  one  it  is  the  chest,  with  another  the  abdo- 
men, and  with  the  third  the  nape  of  the  neck  and 
the  upper  part  of  the  shoulders. 

"  But  the  destruction  of  fatty  matter  is  not  all 
that  the  resolving  properties  of  the  fucus  vesiculo- 
sus is  capable  of  accomplishing ;  from  many  obser- 
vations seem  to  prove  that  the  same  properties  may 
become  useful  in  certain  other  diseases,  such  as 
cutaneous  infiltration,  passive  dropsy,  atonic  gout, 
etc. 

"  There  is  one  point  to  be  mentioned  which  relates 
to  the  choice  of  the  fucus  which  is  of  great  impor- 
tance. We  know  that  the  fucus  vesiculosus  belongs 
to  a  family  which  contains  hundreds  of  species  ; 
that  many  of  these  are  almost  inactive,  and  the 
greater  number  of  the  others  perfectly  useless  as 
remedial  agents ;  hence  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
not  to  lose  sight  of  the  botanical  characters  of  the 
true  fucus  vesiculosus.  The  neglect  of  this  has 
given  rise  to  daily  deceptions,  and  I  have  seen  many 
persons  from  this  cause  lose  their  time  in  prolonged 
and  useless  experiments.  It  was  thus  also  that  a 
patient  who  complained  of  having  taken  for  three 
months,  without  any  result,  large  quantities  of 
fucus  which  I  had  prescribed  for  him,  and,  which 
upon  being  brought  to  me,  I  found  to  be  common 
sea-weed.  I  am  not  ignorant  of  the  difficulty  which 
is  experienced  even  in  Paris,  in  procuring  the  true 
fucus  vesiculosus ;  because  I  have  had  repeatedly 
offered  to  me,  under  that  name,  by  justly  celebrated 
houses,  fucus  vesiculosus,  which  is  far  from  pos- 
sessing the  same  activity.  It  may  be  added  that 
fucus  nodosus  is  frequently  sold  in  this  country  for 
fucus  vesiculosus ;  and  that  the  same  care  is  ne- 
cessary  here   for   the   discrimination  between  the 
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true  fucus  vesiculosus  and  the  various  "  sea-weeds  " 
and  "gulf  weeds  "  which  are  offered  for  sale." 

The  above  article  is  extracted  from  "  Corpu- 
lence, or  How  to  get  Lean,"  by  Dr.  Griffith.  Ken- 
yon  &  Co.,  Detroit. 


Fucus  Vesiculosus. — I  called  the  attention  of 
the  profession  and  the  public  to  the  above-men- 
tioned sea-weed  in  the  following  article : 

Since  practicing  medicine  in  the  State  of  Dela- 
ware I  have  discovered  a  species  of  sea-weed,  or 
sea-wrack,  as  it  is  commonly  called  here  (fucus 
vesiculosus ;  common  names,  sea-wrack,  bladder- 
wrack,  etc.),  that  possesses  the  peculiar  properties 
of  diminishing  the  excessive  accumulation  of 
adipose  tissue  in  the  human  system,  without  other- 
wise injuring  the  general  health.  An  infusion  is 
made  from  the  weed  by  using  one  ounce,  or  a 
small  handful,  to  a  pint  and  a  half  of  boiling  water, 
allowed  to  draw  in  a  covered  vessel.  Cool,  strain, 
etc.  The  dose  is  a  small  teacupful  three  times  per 
day,  but  no  particular  nicety  need  be  paid  in  re- 
gard to  dose  or  quality.  Drank  ad  libitum,  it  will 
reduce  a  burdensome  deformity,  and  at  the  same 
time  ameliorate  the  general  state,  which  may  have 
been  the  primary  source  of  the  development  of  the 
adipose  tissue.  My  attention  was  attracted  to  it  by 
finding  a  patient  who  had  been  drinking  of  the  in- 
fusion with  the  expectation  that  it  would  cure  an 
inveterate  form  ol  psoriasis,  a  form  of  skin  disease, 
as  it  has  a  popular  reputation  as  a  specific  for  that 
affection.  He  informed  me  that  it  had  done  him 
no  good,  but  found  that  it  diminished  his  fat  quite 
considerably.  I  immediately  took  the  hint,  and 
secured  a  quantity  of  it  myself,  and  commenced 
drinking  an  infusion  of  it ;  and,  taking  little  or  no 
other  drinks,  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks  my 
burdensome  form  grew  "  small  by  degrees  and 
beautifully  less,"  much  to  my  satisfaction.  I  had 
ransacked  the  whole  medical  literary  curriculum 
for  a  remedy  that  would  do  this  without  injuring 
the  stomach,  and  producing  a  worse  disease  than 
the  one  it  was  given  for,  but  failed  to  find  it. 
Knowing;  with  what  anxiety  the  corpulent  look 
upon  their  deformity,  and  how  anxious  they  are  for 
relief,  I  am  anxious  that  the  public  should  know 
of  this  harmless  remedy.  I  administered  it  to 
three  of  my  corpulent  neighbors,  with  the  follow- 
ing results : 

In  neither  of  the  cases  was  it  administered  with 
any  regard  to  regularity.  In  one  case  the  loss  was 
from  twelve  to  fifteen  pounds  in  about  two  months  ; 
in  another  the  dimunition  in  weight  was  thirty 
pounds  in  three  months;  in  the  third  there  was 
decided  relief  from  the  discomfort  under  which  the 
patient  labored,  but  as  no  attention  was  paid  in 
regard  to  weight,  etc.,  the  record  was  not  com- 
plete. 

Great  care  should  be  taken  in  collecting,  as  there 
are  many  varieties  of  sea-weed,  and  it  is  easily 
confounded  with  other  marine  plants,  which  are 
entirely  inert,  so  far  as  the  peculiar  efficacy  is  con- 
cerned in  removing  obesity. 

Within  the  last  few  years  many  individuals, 
whom  nature  or  their  habits  have  endowed  with  an 
uncomfortable  burden  of  polysarca  or  pinguitude, 
have  carefully  endeavored  to  follow  the  rules  of 
diet  and  habits  prescribed  by  Banting  in  his  work 
on  corpulency,  and  a  great  portion  of  these,  after 
months  of  sacrifice  in  the  pleasures  of  gastronomy, 
have  abandoned  the  task,  with  the  verdict,  "  Hum- 
bug!" But  if  those  afflicted  with  embonpoint 
excessif  will  use  the  infusion  of  gulf-weed,  as  sug- 
^e^fei^,  Jl?ejyr^may  arrive  at  the  desired  degree  of 


attenuation.  I  can  assure  them  that  it  will  absorb 
fat  with  greater  certainty  than  any  other  remedy 
known.  It  seems  to  act  by  the  absorption  of  the 
adipose  tissue,  and  modifies  or  lessens  the  secre-i 
tions  from  the  oily  sudoriferous  glands. 

The  above  article  was  published  in  the  Baltimore 
American  over  a  year  ago,  and  extracts  from  it 
were  pretty  generally  published  by  the  papers 
throughout  the  country.  I  received  hundreds  of 
letters  making  inquiry  for  the  sea-weed,  price,  the  ; 
source  from  which  a  supply  could  be  obtained,  etd.' 
There  was  but  a  small  quantity  of  it  in  the  market 
at  that  time.  I  had  a  small  quantity  of  the  fresh 
weed,  gathered  at  considerable  expense.  The 
weed  was  bulky  and  inconvenient  for  shipping,  and 
the  domestic  preparation  of  the  infusion  was 
troublesome  to  prepare,  and  not  an  eligible  form  of 
administration.  I,  therefore,  had  manufactured  a 
compound  fluid  extract  containing  all  the  properties 
of  the  weed  in  a  concentrated  form,  with  the  addi- 
tion of  the  other  drugs  known  to  be  efficacious. 
To  many  of  the  applicants  I  sent  the  weed,  and 
more  preferring  the  fluid  extract  prepared  by  my- 
self, it  being  a  more  convenient  form  of  administra- 
tion. I  have  received  numerous  letters  confirming 
all  we  have  claimed  for  it.  Some  few  have  stated 
that  they  received  no  benefit,  or  could  not  faithfully 
follow  the  directions.  In  most  of  the  cases  I  have 
suggested  a  system  of  dieting  in  accordance  with 
my  ideas  of  the  cause  of  corpulence,  presented 
elsewhere.  We  have  but  few,  if  any,  specifics  in 
medicine ;  it  is  hardly  expected  that  we  should, 
owing  to  the  diversity  of  constitutions,  diseases, 
etc.  We  have  no  medicine  applicable  to  all  cases. 
That  it  is  a  specific,  I  do  not  claim.  But  that 
it  will  prove  beneficial  in  a  very  large  number  of 
cases,  I  have  not  the  least  doubt,  if  the  rules  of 
dieting  suggested  are  faithfully  followed,  and  the 
amount  of  fluid  drank  is  reduced  to  the  least 
possible  amount  consistent  with  comfort. — Corpu- 
lence, or  How  to  get  Lean — Dr.  Griffith. 


The  Paraguay  Tea. — This  plant  yields  one 
of  the  most  important  of  the  vegetable  products  of 
South  America.  The  Mate,  or  Paraguay  Tea, 
occupies  relatively  the  same  position  in  South 
America  which  is  filled  in  this  country  by  the 
Chinese  plant ;  and  it  is  calculated  that  at  least 
8,000,000  lbs.  are  annually  consumed  in  that  coun- 
try. It  is  yielded  by  the  leaves  and  young  shoots 
of  a  species,  or  of  several  nearly  allied  species  of 
Ilex,  not  very  dissimilar  to  the  English  holly.  It 
is  a  shrub  or  small  tree,  with  smooth,  egg-shaped, 
irregular  serrate  leaves,  and  axillary  racemes  of 
small,  white  flowers,  which  are  succeeded  by 
berries  as  large  as  a  pea.  Mr.  Miers  has  described 
several  species  in  his  paper  on  "  The  History  of 
the  Mate  Plant,"  all  of  which  produce  the  herb, 
and  are  by  most  authors  considered  as  forms  of 
one  species,  Ilex  Paraguensis.  In  the  settle- 
ments of  the  Indians  in  Paraguay,  under  the  do- 
minion of  the  Spanish  government,  the  prepara- 
tion of  Mate — or  Yerba,  "  the  herb,"  as  it  was 
called — ^constituted  the  principal  branch  of  industry 
in  the  country.  The  plant  is  prepared  in  different 
ways  ;  sometimes  the  larger  branches  are  roughly 
cut  or  torn  from  the  plants  and  placed  on  hurdles 
over  a  wood  fire  until  they  are  sufficiently  roasted, 
after  which  they  are  placed  on  a  hard  floor  and 
beaten.  This  operation  knocks  off  the  leaves  and 
reduces  them  to  a  powder,  which  is  then  ready  for 
use.  More  recently,  however,  the  leaves  have  been 
roasted  in  large  cast  iron  pans  set  in  brickwork 
after  the  style  in  which  Chinese  tea  is  prepared  ; 
and,  when  they  are  sufficiently  dry,  they  are  pow- 
dered   by  machinery,   and    then   packed    in   bags, 
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Like  Chinese  tea,  there  are  different  qualities 
made  and  known  to  the  natives.  The  principal 
kinds  are,  first,  that  which  is  made  from  the  half 
opened  leaves;  secondly,  the  leaves  from  -which 
the  midribs  and  principal  veins  have  been  removed; 
and,  thirdly,  the  later  leaves  and  young  twigs, 
dried  or  roasted,  and  reduced  to  a  powder.  In 
this  latter  form  it  is  packed  very  tightly  into  large 
bags,  made  of  the  skins  of  animals,  or  into  the 
skins  themselves,  as  may  be  seen  in  the  Kew 
Museum,  where  there  is  an  entire  skin  of  the  great 
ant-eater  so  packed.  The  unbroken  leaves  are 
put  up  into  square  packages  of  metallic  paper, 
upon  which  is  printed  the  name  of  the  tea  and  of 
the  firm  selling  it,  and  in  this  way  it  is  a  regular 
article  of  trade  in  most  of  the  towns.  These 
packages  are  very  similar  in  appearance  to  the 
tinned  paper  packages  of  Chinese  tea,  often  seen 
at  grocers'  shops  in  this  country.  With  regard  to 
the  vessels  in  which  the  infusion  is  made  (and 
which  gives  the  name  of  Mate  to  the  plant),  they 
are  formed  either  of  gourds  or  of  earthenware ;  if 
of  the  former,  they  are  either  carved  or  mounted 
in  silver,  and  if  of  the  latter,  they  are  more  or  less 
painted  with  various  devices,  and  glazed,  the  stem 
part  of  the  gourd  is  not  used  as  a  spout,  but  a 
handle,  a  spout  being  unnecessary  in  consequence 
of  the  infusion  being  sucked  through  the  tube,  or 
bombilla ;  and  these  bombillas,  like  the  cups  them- 
selves, vary  much,  both  in  the  material  used  and 
also  in  the  elaboration  of  the  workmanship.  The 
commonest  is  a  simple  tin  tube  enlarged  at  the 
base  and  perforated  with  holes;  another  kind  is 
made  of  wicker-work,  and  the  best  of  silver. 
These  tubes,  as  well  as  the  mounting  of  the  cups, 
are  often  highly  chased. 

The  Mate  owes  its  refreshing  properties,  which 
seem  to  be  very  considerable,  to  the  presence  of  a 
peculiar  acid,  as  well  as  to  theine,  which  has  also 
been  detected  in  it.  The  actual  results  of  the  use 
of  Mate  seem  somewhat  doubtful,  for  while  some 
maintain  that  it  will  stimulate  the  languid,  and  at 
the  same  time  calm  the  restless,  others  consider  its 
use  prejudicial  to  health.  The  Creoles  of  South 
America  are  especially  addi  ted  to  the  use  of  it, 
always  taking  a  supply  of  the  leaves  with  them  in 
their  travels,  and  drinking  an  infusion  of  them  be- 
fore each  meal.  The  leaves  will  bear  to  be  steeped 
two  or  three  times,  but  fresh  water  must  be  used 
every  time,  and  the  infusion  must  not  be  allowed 
to  stand  or  it  will  become  deep  black. — London 
Garden. 


Sulphate  of  Cinchonidia.— The  therapeutic 
value  of  the  sulphate  of  cinchonidia  has  been 
pretty  thoroughly  tested  in  the  wards  of  the  hospi- 
tal for  the  last  seven  or  eight  months,  during 
which  it  has  been  almost  invariably  substituted  for 
quinia  wherever  the  latter  would  have  been  indi- 
cated. The  results  have  been  very  satisfactory, 
and  its  use  is  still  continued.  It  is  employed  as  a 
general  tonic,  an  antiperiodic,  and  is  on  trial  as  an 
antipyretic  in  typhoid.  As  a  general  tonic  it  has 
apparently  been  as  effectual  as  quinia,  its  power  in 
controlling  malarial  affection  has  been  unques- 
tionable, and  it  has  seemed  to  possess  very  decided 
antipyretic  properties,  but  has  been  used  in  too 
few  cases,  perhaps,  to  prove  its  power.  The  plan 
of  administration  has  been  to  give  one  full  dose 
once  in  twenty-four  hours  when  some  decided 
effect  was  desired,  as  breaking  up  the  chills  in 
intermittent,  or  reducing  the  temperature  in 
typhoid ;  otherwise,  it  has  been  given  in  doses  of 
from  two  to  five  grains  three  times  a  day. — Report 
of  Hartford  Hospital — Boston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal, 


Sulphate  of  Cinchonidia.— Dr.  J.  D.  Searles, 
of  Huntington,  Ind.,  in  the  January  number  of  the 
Ohio  Medical  Recorder  says:  In  the  October 
number  of  NEW  Preparations  is  an  article  from 
the  pen  of  Dr.  T.  M.  Wright,  of  Troy,  Ohio,  on  the 
use  of  cinchonidia,  in  which  the  doctor  says  he  has 
abandoned  the  use  of  this  remedy  as  an  anti- 
periodic  ;  and  only  uses  it  for  tonic  purposes. 
How  Dr.  Wright  could  be  so  unsuccessful  in  the 
treatment  of  malarial  diseases  with  cinchonidia  I 
am  at  a  great  loss  to  know.  He  says  he  has  used 
two  dozen  ounces,  and  that  it  failed  in  at  least 
three-fourths  of  the  cases  in  which  he  tried  it.  I 
live  in  an  intensely  malarial  region,  and  have  had 
all  the  chances  that  any  one  could  desire  to  test  the 
anti-periodic  virtue  of  this  drug,  and  can  truth- 
fully say  that  in  my  hands  it  has  proven  to  be 
superior  to  quinine.  It  has  not  failed  in  a  single 
instance  to  promptly  arrest  the  paroxysms  of  inter- 
mittent fever,  or  any  disease  of  that  class.  I  can- 
not see  why  this  remedy  acts  so  kindly  for  some 
physicians,  and  so  unkindly  for  others ;  the  only 
reason  that  I  can  give  is  that  I  fear  some  pass 
judgment  upon  it  without  giving  it  a  fair  trial.  The 
extensive  use  that  I  have  made  of  it  during  the  last 
two  years  has  forced  me  to  the  following  conclu-  ■ 
sions :  •;' 

1.  As  an  anti-periodic  it  is  superior  to  quinine:'' 

2.  It  is  milder  in  its  effects  upon  the  nervouS; 
system  than  quinine.  bi;/!  fiiv.   i.ir  ^.v 

3.  Children  take  it  better  than  they  do  quinine. 

4.  The  stomach  tolerates  it  better  than  it  does 
quinine. 

5.  The   amount  required  in  any  given  case  is 
greater  than  that  of  quinine. 


Prolonged  Syncope  Treated  with  Amvl 
Nitrite. — In  the  Practitioner  of  December,  Dr. 
William  O'Neill  reports  a  case  of  syncope  occurring 
in  a  gentleman  sixty-five  years  of  age,  suffering 
from  hypertrophy  with  dilatation  of  the  heart,  in 
which  amyl  nitrite  was  administered  by  inhalation, 
from  four  P.  M.  to  midnight,  about  two  drachms  in 
all  being  consumed.  Giving  a  few  drops  at  a  time 
on  a  handkerchief,  produced  so  little  effect  that  the 
patient  was  allowed  to  inhale  the  fumes  from  the 
open  bottle.  The  next  day  the  face  was  much 
flushed,  and  this,  with  fever,  lasted  for  a  couple  of 
days.  Together  with  the  amyl  nitrite,  warm  appli- 
cations to  the  limbs  and  general  surface  were  found 
to  be  very  useful. 


Death  from  Chloroform  Averted  by  the 
Inhalation  of  Nitrite  of  Amyl. — We  have 
received  from  a  physician  {British  Med.  Journal) 
the  following  interesting  report  for  publication : 
"  On  the  29th  instant,  I  was  asked  by  a  professional 
friend  to  administer  chloroform  to  a  patient  of  his, 
from  whom  he  was  about  to  remove  a  fatty  tumor, 
situated  in  the  left  lumbar  region.  The  patient  in 
question  was  about  forty-nine  years  of  age,  married, 
the  mother  of  several  children,  of  thin,  spare  habit, 
but  otherwise  in  good  health.  She  was  nervous, 
and  apprehensive  of  the  result,  entreating  me  not 
to  give  her  too  much  chloroform.  Having  previ- 
ously examined  the  heart  and  found  all  the  sounds 
normal,  I  gave  her  about  two  teaspoonfuls  of  brandy 
undiluted ;  and  after  waiting  a  few  minutes,  and 
placing  her  in  the  recumbent  posture,  I  commenced 
the  administration.  The  chloroform  I  used  was 
Duncan  &  Flockhart's,  upon  the  purity  of  which 
we  can  always  depend.  I  poured  a  measured 
drachm  upon  a  piece  of  lint,  enveloped  in  a  towel. 
I  held  it  some  little  distance  from  her  mouth  and 
nose,  and  let  her  inhale  slowly.     My  friend  noted 
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her  pulse,  whilst  I  carefully  watched  the  respira- 
tion. The  first  dose  did  not  produce  any  effect, 
and  I  then  used  another  drachm,  which  soon 
caused  a  good  deal  of  excitement,  incoherent  talk- 
ing, and  strugling  —  the  patient  striving  several 
times  to  snatch  the  inhaler  from  my  hand.  This 
gradually  subsided,  and  she  appeared  to  be  passing 
into  the  third  stage  of  anesthesia,  when  she  made 
an  abortive  attempt  to  vomit,  raised  her  head  from 
the  pillow,  and,  to  my  friend's  great  alarm,  the 
pulse  flickered  and  stopped  altogether  ;  she  gave  a 
gasp  ;  foam  gathered  on  her  lips  ;  her  jaw  became 
rigid ;  and  to  all  appearance  she  was  dead.  1 
immediately  withdrew  the  chloroform  ;  my  friend 
dashed  some  cold  water  on  her  face  and  pulled  her 
tongue  forward,  whilst  I  commenced  artificial 
respiration,  after  Marshall  Hall's  method,  but 
witnout  success.  We  then  poured  some  nitrite  of 
amyl  on  lint,  and  held  it  to  her  nostrils.  In  such 
emergencies  it  is  impossible  to  judge  the  flight  of 
time  correctly ;  but  I  should  say  in  ten  seconds  there 
was  a  flushing  of  the  face,  the  pulse  was  felt,  and, 
to  our  great  joy,  the  all-important  function  of  respi- 
ration was  again  restored ;  the  woman  being 
rescued  apparently  from  the  very  verge  of  death. 
After  a  time,  the  anaesthesia  seeming  tolerably  pro- 
found, my  friend  proceeded  to  remove  the  tumor, 
which  he  did  in  a  rapid  and  skillful  manner,  whilst, 
as  the  patient  grew  restless,  I  gave  an  occasional 
whiff  of  chlorofoiTn.  It  proved  to  be  an  ordinary 
fatty  tumor.  Only  one  small  vessel  required  to  be 
ligatured.  The  wound  has  since  healed  rapidly, 
and  the  patient  has  made  a  good  recovery.  In 
looking  at  the  order  of  symptoms,  I  cannot  help 
forming  the  opinion  that  had  it  not  been  for  the 
nitrite  of  amyl  this  poor  patient  would  assuredly 
have  died." — Canada  Lancet. 


Nitrite  of  Amyl  in  Diseases  of  the  Ear. — 
Dr.  F.  Michael,  of  Hamburg,  treated  twenty-seven 
cases,  and  Dr.  Urbantschitsch  six  cases,  with  this 
remedy.  The  results  recorded  by  Michael  are  as 
follows  :  A  greater  or  less  degree  of  improvement 
was  obtained  in  nineteen  cases.  Among  these 
were  three  in  which  the  tinnitus  disappeared  en- 
tirely from  one  ear,  and  in  the  other  ear  was  some- 
what diminished.  In  four  cases,  a  by  no  means 
inconsiderable  improvement  in  the  hearing  was 
obsen^able.  Three  cases  passed  from  observation. 
In  the  majority  of  the  cases  there  was  an  otitis  media 
hypertrophica.  Of  the  cases  not  improved,  one, 
and  of  those  improved,  two  were  labyrinth  disease. 
Of  the  cases  improved,  one  also  was  a  purulent 
inflammation,  accompanied  by  polypi.  In  all  the 
cases  improved  the  tinnitus  was  increased  during 
the  period  of  inhalation.  In  some  cases  the  im- 
provement lasted  an  hour,  in  others  several  weeks, 
but  generally  from  two  to  ten  days.  In  three  cases, 
in  addition  to  the  diminution  of  the  tinnitus,  there 
was  an  improvement  of  hearing.  In  conclusion, 
the  author  says :  "  The  introduction  of  a  com- 
mended remedy  can  be  hindered  in  no  way  so 
surely  as  by  representing  it  as  infallible.  I  desire, 
therefore,  to  repeat  expressly  that  the  desired  effect 
was  not  attained  in  all  cases  ;  but  I  have  as  yet 
been  unable  to  determine  exactly  in  what  class  of 
cases  of  tinnitus  the  remedy  is  indicated.  I  can 
only  say  that  the  acute  catarrhal  cases,  especially 
those  in  which  the  tinnitus  is  evidently  of  mechan- 
ical origin,  are  not  appropriate  subjects.  The 
effect  of  the  remedy  in  these  cases  indicate  that  its 
action  bears  a  certain  relation  to  the  functions  of 
the  auditory  nerve,  or  vascular  branches  of  the 
labyrinth.  I  believe  that  its  experimental  use  is 
indicated  in  obstinate  cases  of  so-called  nervous 
tinnitus,  in  labyrinth  and  middle  ear  disease,  and 


also  when  its  effect  upon  the  hearing  is  further  con- 
firmed, in  nervous  deafness." — Archives  of  Opthal. 
and  OtoL,  p.  535. 


Veratrum  Viride. — Dr.  John  S.  Lynch  con- 
siders that  the  physiological  actions  of  veratrum 
viride  are  twofold,  nauseant  or  emetic,  and  vaso- 
motor stimulant  or  arterial  sedative.  These  two 
effects  are  due  to  the  presence  of  alkaloids  named 
veratria  and  jervia.  The  first  named  acts  as  a  local 
irritant,  an  emetic,  sometimes  a  cathartic,  and,  like 
all  nauseants,  a  depressor  of  the  circulation.  The 
second,  jervia,  without  producing  either  vomiting 
or  purging,  slows  the  pulse,  probably  by  increasing 
arterial  and  capillary  contraction,  but  without 
diminishing  the  force  of  cardiac  systole. 

The  quantity  or  dose  required  to  produce  the 
full  effect  of  the  drug  varies  very  greatly  in  differ- 
ent individuals,  and  beyond  a  certain  point  increase 
of  the  dose  is  not  attended  with  increased  effects. 
The  writer  says  he  has  frequently  exhibited  drachm 
doses  of  the  tincture  without  producing  more 
effects  than  witnessed  from  five  or  ten  drops. 

Apart  from  its  influence  as  an  arterial  depressant, 
veratrum  viride  has  no  anti-pyretic  effect  whatever. 
It  is  only,  therefore,  in  those  diseases  in  which  the 
heat  bears  a  distinct  ratio  to  the  rapidity  of  the 
circulation,  and  in  fact  depends  upon  increased 
oxidation  merely,  that  this  remedy  can  be  expected 
to  exert  any  anti-pyretic  effect.  In  purely  inflam- 
matory diseases,  it  becomes  the  most  potent,  reli- 
able and  effectual  remedy  known  to  medical  science. 
By  its  use  a  local  inflammation  which  has  produced 
a  constitutional  or  sympathetic  irritation  can  be 
restricted  to  its  original  locality,  and  the  dangers 
of  collateral  hyperasmias  and  extension  of  inflam- 
matory invasions  completely  prevented.  In  every 
condition,  whether  acute  or  chronic,  in  which  there 
seemed  to  be  danger  of  cardiac  exhaustion  and 
conservation  of  the  strength  of  that  organ  is  indi- 
cated, veratrum  may  be  used  without  disappoint- 
ment in  the  result.  The  writer  does  not  claim  that 
it  will  cure  inflammation  of  any  kind,  nor  does  he 
know  of  any  medicine  that  will  do  so. 

Like  digitahs,  veratrum  viride  may  be  exhibited 
in  diseased  conditions  which  call  for  its  use  in  large 
doses,  and  has  the  peculiarity  of  producing  its 
effects  suddenly,  whether  the  effective  dose  has 
been  large  or  small,  and  the  effect  produced  does 
not  seem  to  bear  any  relation  to  the  amount  taken. 
"  Thus,"  says  Dr.  Lynch,  "  I  have  witnessed  a  sud- 
den slowing  of  the  pulse,  with  vomiting  and  pros- 
tration, to  as  great  an  extent  from  five  or  six  drop 
doses  as  when  ten  and  even  twenty  times  the 
quantity  had  been  used." 

The  nausea  and  vomiting  so  frequently  noticed 
accompanying  the  action  of  this  remedy  may  be 
entirely  prevented  without  in  the  least  modifying 
its  action  upon  the  heart,  by  combining  it  with 
some  one  of  the  preparations  of  opium.  Another 
means  of  modifying  the  local  effect  of  the  medicine 
upon  the  stomach  is  the  exhibition  at  the  same  time 
of  moderate  doses  of  carbonate  of  sodium  or  potas- 
sium. 

Veratrum  cannot  be  combined  with  alcoholic 
stimulants  in  any  form,  since  these  are  physiogi- 
cally  antagonistic  to  it  as  far  as  its  action  upon  the 
circulation  is  concerned. —  Trans.  Med.  and  Chtr- 
urgical  Soc.  Maryland. 


Phosphide  of  Zinc  in  Hysteria.— Dr.  Em. 
Gross  speaks  of  a  case  of  long-continued  hysteria 
cured  in  five  days  by  phosphide  of  zinc,  from  one 
to  two-fifteenths  of  a  grain  in  granules  having  been 
gi\'«n  with  fo6d  thrice  daily. — New  Remedies. 
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Miscellaneous  Notices. 


Lactated  Pepsine  (not  patented). 

A  new  compound  digestive  agent,  composed  of 
pepsine,  diastase,  pancreatine,  lactic  acid,  and  hy- 
drochloric acid.  Recommended  in  dyspepsia  and 
all  phases  of  mal-nutrition,  and  in  sickness  of 
pregnancy,,    Specify  "P.,  D.  &  Go's." 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co. 


;,^,Piiik  Granules. 

-i!>r;;These  granules  are  intended  to  supply  the  need 
of  physicians  in  such  cases  as  require  minute  doses, 
or  frequent  repetition,  for  adults,  or  in  complaints 
of  children.  For  the  sake  of  beauty  of  appearance, 
and  to  distinguish  them  from  the  regular  line  of 
pills,  a  coating  of  pink  sugar  is  applied.  Specify 
"  P.,  D.  &  Co.'s  Pink  Granules  "  on  your  orders. 

,„  P^RKE,  Davis  §c,^o. 

Boldo. 

The  new  Chilian  tonic  recommended  in  dyspep- 
-    sia,  gonorrhoea  and  rheumatism.     See  advertising 
page  V.  Parke>  Davis  &  Co. 


Elixirs  Wines  and  Syrups. 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  have  made  many  improve- 
ments in  these  elegant  pharmaceuticals.  Their  list 
comprises  all  standard  formulae,  as  well  as  the  most 
recent  combinations  of  new  remedies.  Physicians 
will  insure  satisfaction,  and  encourage  quality  in 
manufacture  by  specifying  "  P.,  D.  &  Co.'s "  on 
their  prescriptions. 


Michigan  Medical  News. 

Published  semi-monthly.  Terms  only  one  dollar 
per  year.  Edited  by  Dr.  J.  J.  Mulheron,  assisted 
by  an  able  staff.  Send  three  cent  postage  stamp 
for  specimen  copy. 

Seeds  of  the  Eucalyptus  Globulus  tree. 

Full  directions  for  planting.  Price,  fifteen  cents 
per  package,  which  will  be  sent  by  mail,  post-paid, 
on  receipt  of  price.  Kenyon  &  Co.,  Detroit. 

As  a  conservatory  plant  the  eucalyptus  globulus 
tree  is  a  curiosity,  attracting  notice  by  the  peculiar 
form  of  its  leaves,  and  its  fragrant  odor.  It  is  said 
to  purify  the  air  of  the  house,  counteracting  miasma 


and  sewer  gas,   and   promoting   general   healthful 
influence.  ,3fl    ■yjulc  znd  bnv 

For  full  description  of  the  medicinal  properties  of 
eucalyptus  see  New  Preparations,  April,  1877. 
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sent  post-paid  on  receipt  of  price  by 

Kenyon  &  Co.,  Detroit. 


Comforting  News  for  Fat  People. 

Corpulency  treated  without  Starva- 
tion ;  or.  How  to  get  Lean.  By  M.  M.  Griffith, 
M.  D.  i2mo.,  paper,  79  pages.  Price  50c.  Sent 
post-paid,  on  receipt  of  price,  by 

Kenyon  &  Co.,  Detroit. 

" '  How  to  get  Lean '  is  the  succinct  title  of  a 
little  book  on  a  subject  that  is  anxiously  considered 
by  a  great  many  people.  The  author  is  Dr.  M.  M. 
Griffith,  who  has  made  the  subject  a  special  study, 
and  claims  to  have  accomplished  a  good  deal 
towards  reducing  the  corpulence  of  the  race.  We 
commend  the  little  book  to  the  thoughtful  consid- 
eration of  all  fat  people." — Boston  (Mass.)  Journal. 


Empty  Capsules. 

Read  carefully  the  article  on  this  subject  on  ad- 
vertising page  I.  Physicians  are  requested  to  ex- 
amine Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s  capsules  in  comparison 
with  others  in  the  market. 

Pepsine  and  Pancreatine. 

These  articles  from  the  laboratory  of  Parke, 
Davis  &  Co.  will  recommend  themselves  for  uni- 
formity and  general  therapeutical  efficacy. 

Cascara  Sagrado. 

The  fluid  extract  of  this  drug  has  been  proved  to 
be  one  of  the  most  useful  liquid  cathartics  known 
to  the  profession.  As  a  laxative  and  remedy  in 
habitual  constipation  it  has  no  equal. 

'■:'7-         Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  Detroit. 

Quinine  Flower. 

An  antiperiodic  of  undoubted  merit,  producing 
all  the  effects  of  quinine,  even  to  the  tinnitus 
aurum.     See  advertising  page  V. 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  Detroit. 
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Original  Communications. 

More   About   the  Nucleus  in  the   Red 
Blood-Corpuscle. 

By  Chas.  H.  Stowell,  M.  D., 

Of  the  Physiological  Laboratory  of  the  University  of 
Michigan. 

INCE  communicating  to  you  my  last, 
several  experiments  have  been  per- 
formed at  the  laboratory,  to  further 
decide  the  question  of  a  nucleus  in  the 
red  blood-corpuscle  of  the  mammalia. 

In  answer  to  your  note,  we  would  say  that  this 
nucleus  has  been  seen  by  several  histologists  and 
physiologists,  both  in  this  country  and  abroad  ;  but 
when  their  methods  of  work  have  been  published, 
and  others  have  followed  their  directions,  errors 
have  invariably  been  pointed  out,  and  the  then  so- 
called  nucleus  was  absorbed  in  ''optical  delusions," 
and  changes  brought  about  by  the  reagents  used. 

My  experiments  were  performed  on  cats  and  rats, 
poisoning  them  with  solutions  of  corrosive  subli- 
mate— in  some  cases  bringing  on  death  imme- 
diately, in  others  not  until  the  lapse  of  several  days. 
The  blood  was  examined  both  before  and  after 
death,  and  no  change  was  discerned  in  the  appear- 
ance of  the  blood-corpuscles,  except  in  a  few  in- 
stances, when  there  was  noticed  some  change  in 
their  shape.  This  is  not  what  one  would  anticipate 
from  a  perusal  of  Prof.  Boettcher's  article. 

However,  by  following  the  method  given  in  the 
last  number  of  your  journal,  we  have  demonstrated 
this  nucleus  in  the  red  corpuscle  of  man  (as 
previously  reported),  the  dog,  cat  and  rat.  The 
most  satisfactory  results  was  obtained  from  the 
blood  of  the  rat ;  the  most  unsatisfactory  from  that 
of  man.  No  value,  however,  is  attached  to  this 
fact. 

By  using  higher  powers  than  at  first  employed, 
we  are  positive  there  is  a  granular  appearance  to 
this  nucleus,  not  present  in  other  parts  of  the  blood 
cell.  In  some  cases  this  is  quite  marked,  especially 
when  the  nucleus  is  large  ;  and  also  in  those  cor- 
puscles where  we  have  seen  a  nucleolus,  this 
granular  structure  is  very  evident.  This  is  what 
we  should  expect  when  accepting  Beal's  theory  of 
protoplasmic  matter. 

In  some  specimens  examined,  the  proportion  of 
nucleated  to  non-nucleated  cells  was  very  small 
indeed,  while  in  other  specimens  the  proportion 
was  much  greater.  The  question  to  decide  is — 
Has  fasting  or  feasting  anything  to  do  with  this  ? 
Upon  this  point  you  may  expect  to  hear  something 
further,  as  the  results  of  experiments  we  intend  to 
make  this  summer. 


Yerba  Reuma. 

By  J.  H.  BUNDY,  M.  D..  Oakland,  Cal. 

INCE  my  last  paper  on  this  drug,  1  have 
treated  a  large  number  of  cases  of 
coryza  and  ozena  with  results  of  a 
most  satisfactory  character.some  yield- 
ing readily,  others  more  tardily,  but 
surely  and  steadily,  to  a  termination  perfectly  satis- 
factory to  my  patients,  and  highly  gratifying  to  my- 
self. Mr.  C.  called  for  treatment ;  had  suffered  for 
years  with  catarrh ;  breath  offensive  ;  pain  through 
molar  bones  and  bridge  of  nose,  passing  back  into 
basilar  regions  ;  considerable  discharge  from  posteri- 
or nares  into  the  throat,  with  dry  hacking  cough  ;  felt 
drowsy  and  languid,  with  no  disposition  whatever  to 
attend  to  business.  Had  taken  and  used  all  the 
remedies  of  the  day  for  his  condition,  and  failure 
after  failure  resulted  in  perfect  discouragement  to 
him,  as  he  had  given  up  hopelessly.  I  examined 
him  closely  and  carefully.  Found  the  middle  and 
upper  aspect  of  the  canal  or  cavity  thoroughly  filled 
with  crusts  and  pus,  which  extended  backward  to 
above  the  uvula,  and  the  uvula  itself  also  loaded 
with  the  discharges.     I  prescribed  : 

5 .     jF"/.  ext.  yerba  reuma,   |  ss. 
Aqua  dist.,   \  iij  ss. 
M.  Sig. — From  the  hand  snuff  one  teaspoonful 
three  or  four  times  daily,  after  thoroughly  cleansing 
the  parts  in  the  same  way  with  warm  water. 
I^.    Fl.  ext.  berberis  aquifoltum,'^ij. 

Aqua  dist.  attd  syr.  simp,  aa.,   |  iij . 
M.  Sig. — Take  one  teaspoonful  four  times  daily. 
After  three  weeks'  treatment  there  was  no  further 
formation  of  the  crusts,  the   secretion,  which  was 
excessive,    thoroughly    restrained,   appetite   good, 
drowsiness  subsided,  and  the  patient  cheerful,  and 
delighted  with  his  prospect.     Continued  the  treat- 
ment for  twelve  weeks  when  the  patient  was  dis- 
charged well,  and  perfectly  satisfied  with  treatment. 
Mr.  F.,  aged  40,  applied  for  treatment.  He  could 
not  tell  how  long  he  had  been  troubled  with  catarrh. 
Had  constant  pain  in  the  eyes  and  back  of  head  ; 
said  he  always  had  cold,  and  was  constantly  sneez- 
ing, which  kept   up  hoarseness   and   sore   throat. 
Would  be  taken  sneezing  suddenly,  ocular  conjunc- 
tiva highly  injected,  and,  as  he  said,  a  stream  of  water 
constantly  flowing  from  the  nose  and   eyes.     His 
general  health  did  not  seem  to  suffer  much. 
IJ.    Fl.  ext. yerba  reuma,  "^ss. 
Aqua  dist.,  ?  iij  ss. 
M.  Sig.     From  the  hand  snuff  one  teaspoonful 
three  or  four  times  daily.     Had  suffered  from  con- 
stipation some. 

IJ .    Fl.  ext.  berberis  aquifol.,  ^  //; 
Fl.  ext.  cascara  sagrado,  §/. 
Syr.  simp,  ^iij. 
Aqua,  dist.,   |  ii. 
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M.  Sig.  Teaspoonful  3  times  daily.  Continued 
treatment  nine  weeks,  and  was  discharged. 

Mrs.  L.,  about  40,  had  suffered  from  cough  for 
two  years — constantly  hawking,  and  spitting  the 
moment  she  would  lie  down  (could  not  sleep  or  rest 
well  on  this  account).  She  became  alarmed  about 
herself  as  she  was  sure  she  was  expectorating  tuber- 
cles. From  examination  I  found  a  bad  case  of  ozena, 
involving  the  osseous  structures  to  some  extent.  I 
found  that  the  tubercles  she  was  expectorating  came 
from  the  posterior  nares,  and  also  I  found  them 
about  the  curtains  of  the  fauces,  firmly  imbedded 
into  cavities  which  they  exactly  filled.  I  removed 
a  number  of  them.  Their  size  varied  from  that  of 
the  head  of  a  pin  to  that  of  a  common  pea,  and 
their  fetor  was  unbearable.  Her  symptoms  were 
anomalous — pain  in  the  head,  chest,  back,  and 
limbs,  occasionally  partially  deaf,  and  a  long  train 
of  nervous  symptoms  that  tires  one  to  listen  to,  or 
relate.  She  lived  close  by,  and  I  directed  her  to 
visit  my  office  every  other  day.  With  warrp  water 
(and  cold  waier  sliould  ?iever  be  used  locally  in 
catarrh  as  it  invariably  produces  symptoms  of  acute 
coryza,  which  are  very  distressing,  and  which  will 
last  for  hours),  and  a  nasal  syringe  with  a  crooked 
nozzle  1  freely  irrigated  the  nasal  ca\'ities  by  inject- 
ing postero-anteriorly,  and  z'z'ce  versa  (using  con- 
siderable force  with  the  spray),  until  I  had  thorough- 
ly cleansed  the  parts.     I  then  used  one  syringeful  of : 

5      Yerba  reuma  fl.  ext.,    §  .m. 
Aqua  dz'sL,   |  z'zj  ss. 

M.. — Giving  her  a  bottle  of  the  same  to  snuff 
3  times  daily. 

B     Berberis  aquifoL,  fl.  ext.,   "^ij. 
Syr.  hypophosphites  co..    |  iv. 

M.  Sig.  Take  teaspoonful  3  times  daily.  I 
kept  up  the  irrigation  and  injection  for  six  weeks, 
when  it  was  discontinued.  There  was  no  change 
in  treatment  from  this  time  for  ten  weeks,  when  she 
was  discharged  fat  and  happy.  I  gave  the  hypo- 
. phosphites  as  a  restorative  from  the  fact  of  her 
being  much  reduced  in  flesh  and  strength,  and  the 
nervous  system  quite  prostrate. 

Mr.  H.,  aged  28,  had  suffered  two  years  with 
nasal  catarrh.  The  left  cavity  was  much  thick- 
ened and  swollen,  so  flnuch  so  as  to  obstruct  the 
passage  of  air  or  liquids  through  it  to  some  extent ; 
had  a  dry  hacking  cough  with  considerable  bron- 
chial irritation. 

5     Fl.  ext.  yerba  reuma,  \  s.s\ 
Glycerme,   |  ss. 
Aqua  dz'sL,    §  zzf. 

M.  Sig.  With  a  syringe  inject  one  teaspoonful 
antero-posteriorly  3  times  daily. 

'^.     Iodine,  37. 

Chloroform,  |  ij. 

M.  Sig.  Use  as  inhalation  3  or  4  times  daily 
through  the  nostril,  as  one  would  of  smelling  salts, 
for  a  few  minutes,  or  until  the  effects  of  the  chloro- 
form was  felt,  then  desist. 

5     Fl.  ext.  yerba  sunt  a,   |  /. 

Fl.  ext.  berberis  aqtiifol,   |  //. 
Glycerine,    \iii. 

M.  Sig.  Take  teaspoonful  3  times  daily.  Made 
no  change  in  treatment  from  beginning  to  end,  and 
at  lapse  of  14  weeks  the  thickening  was  entirely  re- 
moved, bronchial  irritation  and  cough  had  disap- 
peared, and  the  case  discharged.  It  should  hard- 
ly be  necessary  to  state  that  catarrh  in  all  its  forms 
is  a  subtle  and  stubborn  malady  to  treat,  and  that 
persistence  is  necessary  if  you  would  perfect  a 
cure.  If  the  case  is  a  bad  one,  I  invariably  use  the 
syringe  myself,  and  it  is  a  matter  of  considerable 
importance  that  one  should  be  skilled  in  its  use  lest 


he  inflict  some  injury-  to  the  soft  parts  of  the  throat, 
and  posterior  nares  ;  and  it  is  equally  important 
in  many  cases  that  the  physician  himself  should 
use  it  in  order  to  reach  all  the  recesses  of  the  parts. 
All  of  these  cases  require  constitutional  treat- 
ment, and  for  this  purpose  the  berberis  aquifoliuni 
fills  the  indication  to  the  letter.  The  state  of  the 
bowels  may  need  attention  ;  if  so,  nothing  will  prove 
as  satisfactory  as  the  cascara  sagrado.  I  have  a 
large  number  yet  to  report,  but  time  forbids. 
More  anon. 

Yerba  Reuma. 

By  C.  W.  Hansen,  M.  D.,  Oakland,  Cal. 

Y  experience  with  this  remedy  has 
demonstrated  to  my  satisfaction  that, 
locally  applied,  it  is  a  specific  in 
chronic  inflammation  of  mucous  mem- 
branes, attended  with  hyper-secretion 
of  mucus,  and  consequent  partial  denudation  of 
the  epithelial  covering,  causing  the  patient  to  com- 
plain of  a  feeling  of  rawness,  and  also  where  de- 
structive ulceration  is  going  on,  as  indicated  by  a 
purulent  discharge.  It  matters  not  whether  the 
disease  be  called  gonorrhoea,  cystitis,  bronchitis,  or 
nasal  catarrh,  in  the  chronic  forms  of  either,  when 
presenting  the  conditions  mentioned  above,  yerba 
reuma  has  proven  a  most  valuable  remedy  in  my 
hands.  In  hypertrophy  of  mucous  membranes  I 
prefer  the  carbolate  of  iodine. 

Probably  the  greatest  benefits  to  be  derived  from 
yerba  reuma  is  in  the  treatment  of  chronic  nasal 
catarrh.  Even  when  the  disease  has  progressed 
so  far  as  to  partially  destroy  the  turbinated  and 
other  bones,  the  remedy  will  arrest  the  progress  of 
the  disease  in  a  remarkably  short  time.'  Too 
much  stre.ss  cannot  be  laid  on  the  mode  of  appli- 
cation ;  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  the  main  seat,  the 
stronghold,  I  may  say,  of  the  disease,  is  in  the 
vault  of  the  pharynx,  and  the  only  certain  way  1 
have  found  of  reaching  it  is  through  the  curved 
nasal  syringe  ;  the  hydrostatic  and  other  methods 
are  all  very  good,  as  far  as  they  go,  but  they  fail  to 
reach  the  majority  of  cases. 

In  taking  charge  of  a  case  of  catarrh,  I  always 
insist  on  the  patient  coming  to  my  office,  at  least 
three  times  a  week ;  then,  after  injecting  salt  water 
a  few  times  to  cleanse  the  membrane  of  accum- 
ulated mucus,  or  muco-pus,  as  the  case  may  be, 
I  use  an  injection  of 

Fid.  ext.  yerba  reuma,  \j. 
Aq.  desttllata,  |  iij. 
adding  a  few  drops  of  carbolic  acid,  if  there  be 
much  fetor.  With  a  little  dexterity  and  practice, 
the  nozzle  of  the  syringe  can  be  passed  behind  the 
velum  pendulum  palati,  and  the  several  injections 
made,  w  ith  .scarcely  any  inconvenience  to  the  pa- 
tient. I  also  give  the  patient  a  bottle  of  the  same 
mixture,  directing  a  small  quantity  to  be  snuffed 
from  the  palm  of  the  hand,  through  each  nostril, 
two  or  three  times  daily.  As  to  the  constitutional 
disturbances,  of  course  they  will  require  appropri- 
ate treatment  at  the  same  time.  Whether  yerba 
reuma  will  prove  to  be  of  value  as  an  internal 
remedv  remains  to  be  seen. 


A  Case  of  Syphilis  Treated  with  Ber- 
beris Aquifolium  and  Yerba  Reuma. 

By  W.  Patton,  M.  D.,  Galena,  Mo. . 

N  the  seventeenth   of  January  last  Mr. 

H applied  to  me  for   treatment, 

slating  that  twelve  years  previous  he 
had  the  misfortune  to  contract  syph- 
ilis, which  produced   a  few  chancres 
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on  the  penis.  Upon  the  application  of  nitrate  of 
silver  they  soon  disappeared,  but  in  a  few  weeks 
three  carbuncles  (as  he  supposed)  made  their  ap- 
pearance on  the  back,  to  the  left  of  the  spinal  col- 
umn, one  near  the  lower  cervical  and  the  other 
two  near  the  upper  dorsal  vertebras  ;  also  one  at 
the  articulation  of  the  right  and  left  clavicle  with 
the  sternum.  I  found  these  ulcers  each  about 
one  and  a  half  by  two  inches,  with  notched  or 
ragged  edges,  and  discharging  an  offensive  pus. 
He  complained  of  rheumatic  pains  in  his  limbs, 
and  said  that  small  blisters  (as  he  termed  them) 
frequently  made  their  appearance  in  different  parts 
of  the  mouth,  throat  and  on  the  tongue,  but 
yielded  to  the  application  of  nitrate  of  silver. 
His  bowels  had  been  more  or  less  constipated 
for  several  )  ears,  and  for  six  years  had  never 
moved  without  heroic  doses  of  cathartic  drugs — 
requiring  sometimes  from  four  to  eight  U.  S.  P. 
compound  cathartic  pills. 

I  placed  him  upon  the  treatment  usually  adopted 
in  such  cases,  but  up  to  May  7th  I  had  made  no 
progress  or  improvement  in  his  case.  I  then,  hav- 
ing received  a  small  stock  of  new  preparations 
from  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  prescribed  the  follow- 
ing: 

IJ.    Cas.  sag.,  Jt.  ext.,  ?  ij . 
Serb,  aqui.,  §  ij. 
Simp,  syr.,   |  iz/. 

M.    S.    Two  teaspoonfuls  three 'times  daily. 

I  prepared  tincture  of  yerba  reuma  fluid  extract 
iv  3  to  25  per  cent  alcohol  vi  | ,  and  directed  that  a 
piece  of  lint  be  thoroughly  saturated  with  this 
tincture,  and  placed  in  the  cavity  of  each  ulcer,  and 
confined  by  being  covered  with  adhesive  plaster  ; 
these  to  be  changed  three  times  daily. 

The  seventh  day  I  found  a  healthy  granulation 
set  up,  the  cavities  already  filling  up  with  sound 
flesh,  but  the  bowels  yet  obstinate,  having  moved 
but  twice  in  that  time! 

I  then  increased  the  dose  of  gascara  sagrado  to 
I  3  three  times  daily.  This  pi'oduced  one  action 
daily  for  about  a  week,  when  the  bowels  became 
too  lax,  and  I  decreased  the  cascara  sagrado  to 
XX  gtt.  three  times  daily.  I  continued  this  treat- 
ment four  weeks,  when,  upon  examination,  his 
bowels  were  regular,  his  complexion  clear,  diges- 
tion good,  and  the  ulcers  nearly  healed  over. 

Having  no  more  berberis  and  cascara,  I  discon- 
tinued all  treatment  except  the  local  application  of 
tincture  yerba  reuma.   '";  ''>■;•   '•' ^ 

At  present  writing  the  ulcers  appear  to  be  per- 
manently healed,  and  the  patient  says  he  S'eels  as 
\vell  as  he  ever  did  in  his  life. 


Cereus  Bonplandii. 

by  Richard  E.  Kvnzk,  M.  U..  New  York. 

jEl^flU.S  Bonplandii,  the  new  remedy 
for  cardiac  diseases,  first  introduced 
by  me  six  years  ago,  is  possessed  of 
such  remarkable  properties  that  it  de- 
serves of  another  passing  notice. 
Those  not  acquainted  with  this  plant  may  be  glad 
to  know  that  it  is  one  of  many  night-blooming 
torch-thistles,  or  cacti,  inhabiting  portions  of  Mex- 
ico and  Central  America.  The  flowers  are  pro- 
duced in  July,  and  each  lasts  but  oni  short  night.  ' 
For  other  particulars  see  my  monograph.  .,;t  , 
The  action  of  Cereus  Bonplandii  on  the  sys^:ein 
is  through  the  vaso-motqr  nerves,  which  it  stimu- 
lates to  normal  conditions,  and  it  should  not  be 
clas.sed  as  a  direct  arterial  sedative.  It  is  not  a  de- 
pressant narcotic,  but  rather  a  promoter  of  buo\- 
ancy,  the    necessary  balance  between    health  and 


disease.  Has  been  successfully  used  in  curing 
functional  derangements,  as  well  as  alleviating  the 
gravest  lesions  of  the  heart  known.  By  its  action 
through  the  trophic  nerv^es,  it  has  been  used  with 
success  in  amaurosis,  as  well  as  to  remove  sluggish 
functions  of  the  utems.  It  has  a  tendency  to  check 
hemoptysis,  by  controlling  irritation  of  the  pneumo- 
gastric  nen'e,  which  receives  some  filaments  from 
the  sympathetic  system.  ;       , 

A  few  cases  will  serve  to  mark  out  its,  range  .gf- 
action,  with  a  view  of  the  comparative  result.  The 
first  is  one  of  an  organic  lesion,  which,  thpugh  in- 
curable from  the  effects  of  injuries  received,  was 
nevertheless  alleviated  of  its  acute  sufferings,  and 
the  life  of  the  patient  made  comfortable,  as  well 
as  prolonged  under  the  influence  of  this  drug. 

Case  of  Fatty  Degeneration  and  Hypertrophy 
of  tlie  Heart,  with  Diiatatioti  of  Ascending  Aorta 
and  general  Atheroma,  caused  from  pericardial 
adhesion,  the  result  of  a  crushed  sternum  during  a 
railroad  disaster. 

Five  years  ago  I  attended  William  G.,  a^t.  45, 
by  occupation  a  Jeamster,  suffering  from  several 
broken  ribs  and  a  crushed  sternum,  received  from 
a  train  of  cars  backing  up  into  the  truck ,  he 
was  driving  across  a  railroad  track.  He  seemed 
to  recover  in  the  course  of  a  few  months,  with  the 
exception  of  occasional  chest-pains.  .,y 

About  the  middle  of  June,  1876,  he  first  com- 
plained of  false  angina  pectoris,  or  cramp  of  the 
heart.  Pulse  90.  full  and  compressible,  with  an 
irregular,  tumultuous  action  of  the  heart ;  acute 
palpitation  and  dyspnoea  a  prominent  symptom, 
aggravated  by  any  exercise.  Placed  him  under 
various  remedies,  Yvith  changeable  results,  and 
ameliorated  his  sufferings.  During  the  spring  of 
1877  he  was  subject  to  many  paroxysms  of  "an- 
gina," with  incubus,  and  cardiac  asthma,  or  dysp- 
noea. Had  not  worked  for  six  months,  and  now, 
in  making  an  attempt,  it  resulted  in  cardiac  dis- 
turbances. Pulse  now  intermittent,  66-68  per 
minute.  Mitral  murmurs  were  heard,  and  during 
intensity  of  heart's  action,  the  radial  pulse  in- 
creased to  96.     April  28th  I  prescribed: 

IJ.     Tinct. cereus  bonplandii,  |iij.   - 

Sig.  Twenty  drops  in  water  everjr  t\vo  hours 
till  relieved.  •'  ■''' 

June  6th — Much  improved  every  way.  Suffers 
less  cardiac  pain,  and  has  only  one  attack  of  an-. 
gina  per  day.  Has  worked  the  past  two  weeks, 
and  did  not  use  the  medicine  very  regularly,  only 
twice  a  day. 

'R.'     Tinct.  cereus  bonplandii,  5  iij.  ' 

Dose  the  same  as  before,  twice  a  day,  or  oftener  if 
indicated. 

Oct.  6th. — Walking  seems  to  induce  palpitation 
more  readily  than  working.  Complains  of  severe 
pains  in  both  arms  from  axilla  to  wrist.  More 
dyspnoea  when  going  up  stairs.  Is  liable  to  car- 
diac syncope.  '  . 

Oct.  1 6th. —  Paro.xysms  hicrease  again,  and  the 
pulse  is  now  both  irregular  and  intermittent. 
Cardiac  pains  more  steady,  though  not  severe 
while  taking  the  medicine.  Cannot  work  any 
longer.     Much  apprehensiveness. 

Dec.  28th, — Had  heen  one  month  in  St,  Mary/s. 
Hospital,  of  this  city,  where  the  attending  physi- 
cians failed  to  diagnosticate  the  case,  and  no  medi- 
cine was  administered.  His  condition  now  was  as 
follows  :  Pulse,  intermittent  in  rhythm  ;  full,  hard, 
regular  in  volume,  and  80  beats  in  a  minute.  Aus- 
cultation revealed  some  mitral  regurgitation,  with 
bruit  dc  souffle,  and  irregularity  with  intermittency 
of  cardiac  sounds.  Condition  at  the  aortic  valves 
very    much   the    same,    excepting  the   absence  of 
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murmur.  The  cereus  bo7iplandtt  relieved  him  of 
the  more  distressing  symptoms  at  all  times. 

May  29th,  1878. — During  the  past  four  weeks 
had  many  bad  spells.  Looked  emaciated,  from 
anorexia.  CEdema  of  lungs.  Pulse  irregular,  in- 
termittent and  varying  from  40  to  86  beats  to  the 
minute.  There  was  mitral  regurgitation  and/r/- 
misssement  at  the  seventh  costo-sternal  articulation 
of  right  side,  with  descent  of  all  the  sounds.  The 
end  was  reai  at  hand. 

May  30th. ^Patient  died  from  paralysis  of  heart, 
due  to  failure  of  the  ventricles  in  contracting  upon 
the  over-distended  chamber. 

Post-inoriein  disclosed  extensive  pericardial  ad- 
hesions, hypertrophy  of  the  entire  heart  (it  weighed 
24  ounces)  with  degeneration  and  dilatation  of  as- 
cending aorta,  with  atheroma  of  the  same.  All 
the  valves  were  stiffened  and  thickened  with  athe- 
romatous patches.  Fibrinous  coagulum  under  tri- 
cuspid valve.     Congestion  of  lungs. 

Case  of  Ner%>ons  Palpitation  from  grief. — Mrs. 
Clinton  C,  set.  26,  of  Dorchester,  N.  B.,  consulted 
me  September  8th,  1877.  Married  four  years. 
Lost  within  the  short  period  of  a  few  years,  her 
father  and  four  brothers  and  sisters,  all  of  them 
from  consumption.  Despondency  and  lonesome- 
ness,  her  husband  following  the  sea,  were  the  prime 
factors  of  her  sufferings — besides  which  she  be- 
longed to  the  emotional  sphere — sanguine,  enceph- 
alic temperament. 

Noticed  palpitation  first  four  years  ago,  and 
since  then  undue  excitement  and  over-work  of  any 
kind  proved  to  be  the  other  factor.  Attacks  pre- 
ceded by  flushed  face,  then  violent  palpitation  and 
followed  by  dyspnoea  and  lancinating  cardiac  pains. 
As  she  expressed  it,  the  heart  would  seem  to  jump 
up  into  her  throat,  causing  temporary  suffocation. 
This  was  followed  by  that  weightiness  upon  the 
heart  which  we  call  incubus.  Extremities  cold, 
succeeded  by  a  quivering  of  the  surface,  and  finally 
tremors,  if  not  surrounded  by  sympathizing  friends. 
She  had  likewise  been  troubled  with  slight  attacks 
of  hemoptysis,  for  which  her  family  physician  ad- 
vised a  trip  at  sea. 

Pulse  86  per  minute,  regular  in  time  and  rhythm, 
though  feeble  in  force.  During  a  paroxysm  it 
would  at  times  intermit  and  accelerate  in  fre- 
quency, the  former  of  which  was  due  to  nervous 
depression.  All  other  functions  were  performed 
with  regularity  of  habit.     I  prescribed  : 

5  •      Tinct.  cereus  bonplandii,  |  iv. 
Sig.     Ten    drops   in  a   little  water  every  three 
hours,  and  during  a  paroxysm    every  half-hour   till 
relieved. 

In  connection  with  this  case,  I  should  say  that 
the  patient  was  subject  to  fugitive  attacks  of  pass- 
ing excitement  from  but  little  cause. 

Dec.  1 8th. — The  husband  of  this  patient  called 
to  inform  me  that  his  wife  was  gradually  com- 
ing under  control  while  using  cereus  bonplandii, 
and  that  her  health  was  much  improved  ever  since 
she  first  took  the  medicine.  Had  less  palpitation 
and  fewer  paroxysms ;  nor  was  she  quite  so  nervous, 
generally  speaking.  The  severe  cardiac  pains 
were  also  proportionally  less  than  formerly.  He 
had  just  received  a  letter,  since  leaving  port, 
requesting  him  to  take  home  some  more  of 
that  medicine,  which  she  had  just  got  out  of.  It 
made  her  feel  so  much  better  that  she  wanted  some 
at  once.     Prescribed  : 

3  •      Tinct.  cereus  bonplandii,  §  iv. 

Sig.    Ten  drops  in  water  three  times  a  day. 

March  20th,  1878.— I  was  informed  by  friends  of 
my  patient  that  she  was  doing  nicely,  and  quite  re- 
li-ved  of  her  former  troubles. 


Many  other  cases  might  be  cited  to  establish  the 
superiority  of  this  over  other  cardiac  remedies,  if 
it  were  not  superfluous  to  do  so.  I  will  conclude 
my  remarks  by  saying  that  this  drug  is  of  a  harm- 
less nature,  and  may  be  administered  under  all  ex- 
isting conditions,  when  indicated.  The  following 
cases  are  some  of  a  number  of  amauroses,  where 
the  sight  was  permanently  re-established  : 

The  astonishing  effect  of  cereus  botiplatidii  in 
that  exhausted  condition  of  the  retina,  that  deli- 
cately expanded  portion  of  the  optic  nerve,  upon 
the  surface  of  which  the  images  of  external  objects 
are  received,  led  me  to  renew  investigations  with 
this  drug. 

To  establish  its  merit  unbiasedly  I  gave  the 
drug  alone,  that  is,  without  having  recourse  to  any 
other  treatment. 

Having  been  somewhat  skeptical  as  to  its  range 
of  action,  I  had  a  patient  selected  to  try  the  effect 
of  cereus  bonplandii  in  a  well-marked  case  of 
amaurosis. 

Patrick  McCann,  fifty  years  of  age,  unmarried, 
presented  himself  as  a  charity  case  for  treatment, 
August  15,  1877.  He  had  been  employed  in 
slaughter  and  ice-houses  of  this  city  and  vicinity 
for  a  number  of  years  past.  He  was  suffering 
from  amaurosis  of  the  left  eye,  and  had,  besides 
that,  also  conjunctivitis  in  both.  Then  there  was 
complete  opacity  of  the  right  cornea — the  result  of 
a  slung-shot  wound  received  twenty  years  ago.  He 
was  very  anxious  to  have  the  left  eye  saved,  having 
an  aged  mother  to  support,  and  being  part  of  the 
time  unable  to  work  on  account  of  his  liability  to 
frequent  attacks  of  conjunctivitis.  Blind  in  one 
eye,  with  the  chances  of  losing  the  sight  of  the 
other,  made  Patrick  very  despondent.  To  com- 
prehend the  exact  condition  of  this  case  we  give 
the  history  of  the  patient. 

Had  no  more  conjunctivitis  until  about  live 
years  ago.  He  was  then  working  in  the  Communi- 
paw  Abattoir,  located  directly  over  the  course  of 
the  Hackensack  River,  near  Hudson  City,  and 
from  exposure  caught  cold  in  his  eyes,  resulting  in 
inflammation,  so  that  he  could  not  see  with  his 
left  eye  at  all.  In  consequence  he  was  unable  to 
work  for  three  months,  during  which  time  he  used 
domestic  remedies,  such  as  lotions  of  sulphate  of 
zinc,  and  chloride  of  sodium.  He  thought  that  he 
had  outwitted  the  doctors. 

In  the  autumn  of  1875,  while  working  in  another 
slaughter-house,  he  again  contracted  a  cold,  which 
so  affected  his  eyes  that,  after  staying  four  weeks  at 
his  post,  he  had  to  give  up  work  altogether. 
Could  see  very  little  with  the  left  eye,  and  at  times 
none  at  all.  He  was  then  under  homeopathic 
treatment,  with  varying  results — now  better,  and 
then,  perhaps,  worse  again.  Though  not  at  work 
during  the  winter,  he  was  often  troubled  with 
shooting  pain  in  the  left  eye,  and  had  occasionally 
an  attack  of  conjunctivitis. 

Early  in  June  of  1876  he  got  work  in  an  ice  cel- 
lar of  a  packing-house,  where  he  was  not  able  to 
stay  longer  than  a  week.  He  called  in  the  aid  of 
his  last  medical  adviser.  The  left  eye  troubled  him 
very  much ;  could  hardly  see  at  all.  Not  obtaining 
much  relief  he  was  told  to  go  to  the  Ophthalmic 
Hospital  (homeopathic)  of  this  city,  which  he  com- 
plied with.  The  attending  physician  gave  him 
some  powders  for  internal  use,  and  advised  him  to 
continue  bathing  the  eyes  with  warm  water  to  con- 
trol the  inflammation  of  the  conjunctiva.  Carried 
out  this  treatment  for  four  weeks  with  no  better 
results.  He  next  tried  the  Manhattan  Eye  Infir- 
mary of  this  city,  where  he  had  his  eyes  washed 
and  syringed  with  a  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver. 
A  few  weeks  of  this  treatment  sufficed  for  him,  to 
return  back  to  the  New  York  Ophthalmic  Hospi- 
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tal,  where  the  treatment  was  more  humane.  But 
he  was  gradually  getting  worse,  notwithstanding 
the  kind  treatment  accorded  him  at  the  latter  insti- 
tution. There  seemed  to  be  no  change  in  the 
treatment,  and  he  got  tired  of  going  there  any 
longer.  He  went  back  again  to  the  Manhattan 
Eye  Infirmary,  and  \yithout  informing  the  attending 
physicians  of  the  fact,  kept  going  alternately  to 
either  of  these  two  institutions,  taking  the  benefit 
of  the  external  application  of  allopathic  treatment, 
and  thinking  it  quite  safe  to  swallow  homeopathic 
attenuations  at  one  and  the  same  time !  At  the 
end  of  another  four  weeks'  benefit  of  such  com- 
bined treatment,  he  was  finally  told  by  Dr.  D.  W., 
of  the  Manhattan  Eye  Infirmary,  that  unless  he 
submitted  to  an  operation  he  would  never  recover 
the  use  of  his  eye.  This  so  scared  him  that  he 
did  not  return.  About  the  same  time  he  went  to 
have  a  tooth  extracted  by  Dr.  N.,  and  the  latter  re- 
quested him  to  put  himself  under  my  treatment,  as 
a  last  resort. 

He  had  slight  pains  in  the  left  eye,  and  the  con- 
junctiva looked  inflamed,  indicating  a  chronic  con- 
dition of  the  mucous  membrane.  Could  not  bear 
a  strong  light  without  having  a  painful  feeling  in 
the  eye.  Could  not  distinguish  two-inch  block  let- 
ters at  a  distance  of  fourteen  feet,  although  letters 
of  double  that  size  he  could  make  out  very  well. 
Neither  could  he  read  twelve-inch  letters  across  the 
street,  a  distance  of  eighty  feet.  When  attempting 
to  read  print  by  means  of  strong  eyeglasses  his  eye 
became  bloodshot  and  watery.  A  strong  sun- 
light would  similarly  affect  him.  During  the  night 
the  edges  of  the  tarsal  cartilages  were,  slightly 
agglutinated, 

We  gave  this  patient : 

5  •     Tinct.  cereus  bonplandii,    3  /. 

Aquae, |  viii. 

Misce. 
Sig.     Take  one  teaspoonful  three  times  a  day. 

To  prevent  him  from  using  any  other  lotions,  I 
advised  him  to  bathe  the  eyes  with  warm  water 
quite  frequently. 

He  returned  in  about  three  days,  saying  that  his 
eye  felt  stronger,  notwithstanding  the  dust  of  the 
street.  He  could  read  two-inch  letters  fourteen 
feet  distant.  Ordered  him  to  continue  treatment. 
In  one  week  from  the  time  he  commenced  taking 
cereus  bonplandzi,  he  declared  that  he  felt  so  much 
improved  in  every  way  that  he  could  perform  any 
kind  of  work  without  further  inconvenience. 

Sept.  6. — Called  to  have  his  medicine  renewed. 
Says  that  he  had  not  felt  so  well  for  months.  Con- 
junctivitis does  not  trouble  him  any  more.  Can 
see  as  well  and  as  far  as  ever.  After  reading,  how- 
ever, eye  feels  a  little  weak  yet.  Continue  same 
treatment. 

Sept.  26. — He  reported  himself  entirely  cured, 
but  wished  to  take  another  bottleful  of  the  same 
medicine,  as  a  precaution,  and  gladly  I  assented  to 
his  request.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  exact  quan- 
tity of  tincture  used  was  about  two  drops,  or  one 
minim  in  each  dose.  June  i,  1877,  the  last  time 
that  I  met  this  man,  he  was  as  well  as  ever  before 
in  his  life. 

The  next  case  of  amaurosis  successfully  treated 
with  cereus  bonplandzi  was  a  patient  of  Albert 
Fox,  M.  D.,  of  Pawling,  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y., 
who  had  obtained  the  remedy  used  from  me,  and 
kindly  furnish  :d  the  following  information  of  this 
most  interesting  case  : 

"  Case  of  Amaurosis. — Was  called  to  see  Mrs. 
S.,  of  the  town  of  Pawling,  April  26,  1876.  Pa- 
tient about  35  years  of  age.  On  arriving  at  her 
house,  found  that  she  had  been  suffering  from 
severe  pain   in  the  head  since  the  22d  of  April. 


She  was  attacked  after  hurried  exercise  up  and 
down  stairs.  It  was  preceded  by  weariness  which 
was  hard  to  overcome.  When  about  half  way  on 
the  cars  between  New  York  City  and  Pawling,  this 
pain  in  her  head  was  severe.  In  going  from  the 
railroad  station  to  her  home  her  husband  had  to  use 
great  care  in  driving,  as  eveiy  jar  increased  the 
pain. 

"  On  arriving,  found  her  with  pupil  dilated,  and 
the  eye  expressionless.  In  answer  to  my  ques- 
tions, she  said  the  pain  was  not  so  hard  as  it  had 
been,  but  there  was  a  strange,  uneasy  feeling  in  her 
head,  that  was  harder  to  bear  than  pain,  making 
her  feel  very  bad.  Pulse  unsteady  and  intermit- 
ting. Bowels  in  good  condition.  Urine  appeared 
normal.  Appetite  good.  When  she  ate,  she  felt 
after  her  food  like  one  in  the  dark.  Asked  her  if 
she  could  see  me  (I  was  standing  beside  the  bed), 
and  she  said  that  she  could  see  something,  but  un- 
able to  tell  what  it  was.  She  said,  '  Doctor,  shall 
I  be  blind  for  the  rest  of  my  days  } '  We  told  her 
that  we  could  not  tell.  She  said  that  her  folks  were 
afraid  that  she  would  always  be  blind.  We  asked 
why  she  did  not  call  me  before.  She  said  that  she 
was  subject  to  headache,  and  not  at  all  worried 
about  it  till  .she  found  that  she  could  not  see. 
She  wanted  me  to  give  her  something  to  make  her 
quiet. 

"  Treatment  of  this  case  was  nearly  as  follows: 

IJ .      Tittct.  gelsemini,     .     .   git.  xx. 

Aqua" I  /t/. 

Misce. 

Sig.  Take  a  teaspoonful  once  an  hour,  and 
alternate  with  the  following : 

5 .      Tzttct.  cannabis  Indica.  gtt.  xx. 

Aquce, |  zV/ 

Misce. 
Sig.     Take  a  teaspoonful  every  hour. 

"April  27. — Patient  more  quiet,  no  improve- 
ment in  her  sight.  Gave  her  iifict  cereus  bon- 
plandii— gtt.  v.,  in  half  a  tumblerful  of  water,  of 
which  to  take  a  teaspoonful  every  hour,  and  alter- 
nate it  with  Unci,  gelseminum,  the  same  as  before 
omitting  the  cannabis  Indices,  unless  uneasy. 

"April  28. — Found  the  pulse  more  regular. 
Thinks  that  she  can  see  a  little  better.  Feels 
quiet.  Gave  her  tinct  ceretts  bonplandii — gtt.  x. 
in  four  ounces  of  water,  and  of  which  to  take  a 
teaspoonful  once  an  hour.  And  of  quinine,  about 
one-fourth  of  a  grain,  once  in  four  hours,  omitting 
the  use  of  gelseminum. 

"  April  30. — Can  outline  objects.  Treatment 
continued. 

"  May  3. — Uneasy  feeling  in  head  gone.  Can 
see  objects  very  well.  They  appear  as  though 
looked  at  through  a  smoky  atmosphere.  Same 
treatment  continued. 

"  May  7. — Feels  better.  Can  see  more  dis- 
tinctly. Sight  improving  daily.  Is  full  of  hope. 
Continued  treatment. 

"May  12. — Convalescent.  Things  look  a  little 
blurred  by  lamp  light,  the  same  as  when  we  are  in 
need  of  eyeglasses.  Continued  treatment  for  a 
few  days  more,  and  has  remained  well  up  to  pres- 
ent date,  Jan.  13,  1878. 


Cascara  Sagrado. 

By  S.  E.  Pearre,  M.  D.,  Oakland,  California. 

AVING  my  attention  called  to  cascara 
sagrado,  by  my  friend.  Dr.  Bundy,  I 
have  been  using  it  in  a  number  of  cases, 
with  the   following  results  : 

Case  I.  A  gentleman,  about  35  years 
of  age,  generous  liver,  but  entirely  temperate  ;  had 
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been  affected  for  years  with  inactive  liver  and  con- 
stipation, with  very  stubborn  ulceration  of  the  rec- 
tum. His  skin  was  sallow,  strength  feeble,  etc. 
He  had  been  having  constant  and  varied  treatment, 
without  relief.  I  prescribed  cascara  alone,  with 
direction  to  use  one  teaspoonful,  once  or  twice  a 
day  until  the  bowels  opened,  then  in  reduced  doses 
sufficient  to  secure  a  natural  action,  but  to  fall  short 
of  producing  catharsis.  He  being  a  stock  broker, 
I  sent  to  him  not  long  after,  on  some  business 
connected  with  a  mine.  After  answering  the  busi- 
ness, he  added,  "  Send  me  another  bottle  of  that 
medicine  ;  there  is  more  money  in  that,  than  in  the 
mine."  He  continued  the  use  of  cascara  a  little 
longer,  and  is  now  gaining  fiesh,  skin  clear,  bowels 
regular,  liver  active,  and  the  ulcerations  of  the  rec- 
tum ver)'  much  better,  and  steadily  improving. 

Case  H.  A  lady  in  San  Francisco,  middle-aged. 
Has  had  constipation  so  stubborn,  that  for 
years  she  has  not  had  an  action  of  the  bowels 
without  an  injection  of  water ;  hemorrhoids  and 
prolapsus  of  the  bowel  so  bad,  that  this  action  was 
always  secured  just  before  retiring  at  night,  in  order 
to  have  the  benefit  of  a  recumbent  position,  to  allow 
the  bowel  and  tumors  to  resume  their  natural  posi- 
tion. I  prescribed  cascara  alone,  with  direction  as 
in  the  other  case.  After  the  use  of  two  ounces, 
she  sends  me  word  that  she  has  not  been  so  well 
for  years  :  bowels  regular,  and  the  hemorrhoids  and 
prolapsus  sO  far  relieved  as  so  render  her  com- 
paratively comfortable. 

Other  cases. — I  have  prescribed  the  remed)'  in 
quite  a  number  of  other  cases  with  results  which 
have  led  me  to  the  following  general  conclusions  ? 

1 .  In  cases  where  there  is  torpor  of  the  liver,  with 
an  atonic  condition  of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  it  is 
the  very  best  remedy  I  have  ever  tried.  2.  That 
the  more  concentrated  the  remedy,  the  more  active 
it  is,  even  though  the  same  amount  be  given. 
Indeed,  I  have  in  several  cases,  when  the  consti- 
pation has  been  but  moderate,  given  it  in  a  diluted 
form  and  have  found  that  it  greatly  increased  the 
difficulty ;  but  the  administration  of  a  concentrated 
preparation  gave  relief.  It  seems  to  be  one  of  those 
remedies  that  have  two  opposite  effects,  according  to 
the  amount  given,  and  especially  according  to  the 
dilution  of  the  preparation.  3.  Combined  with  the 
properties  indicated  above,  it  has  a  manifest  tonic 
influence  on  the  liver,  the  stomach  and  bowels.  In 
my  opinion,  it  possesses,  in  addition  to  its  curative 
effects  in  constipation,  all  the  properties  of  the 
Vk'ild  cheny,  but  in  much  greater  intensity.  I  am 
inclined  to  think,  also,  that  it  possesses  decided 
cholagogue  properties.  I  esteem  it  a  very  import- 
ant addition  to  our  materia  medica. 


Cascara  Sagrado. 

Dk.  S.  M.  Kessler,   VVinfield,   Kan. 

M.  H— — ,  aged  30,  a  stonemason,  ap- 
plied to  me  April  6th,  1878,  for  treat- 
ment. Upon  examination  I  found  the 
following  symptoms  :  Impediment  of 
the  portal  circulation,  unhealthy  bil- 
ious secretions,  yellow  color  of  the  skin  and  eye, 
and  obstinate  constipation  with  stool  once  in  four 
or  five  days,  weakness  and  trembling  of  the  limbs, 
with  drowsiness.  Tenesmus  accompanied  the 
effort  at  stool.  Chionanthus  and  hydrastin  failed 
me.  I  finally  commenced  the  following  treatment, 
with  success ; 

^     Sulph.  quitiia,  thirty  grains. 
Ext.  nux  vomica,  five  grains. 
Mix  and  divide  imo  20  pills.     S.  One  each  night 
upon   going  to  bed,     During  the  day  I   gave   the 
following : 


5     Cascara  sagrado,  Jj. 
Glycerina,  |  ij. 
Aqua.,  Ij. 

M.  S. — Teaspoonful  every  three  hours.  Improve- 
ment commenced  within  three  days ;  constipation 
gone ;  stool  daily,  without  difficulty,  and  a  full 
relief  of  all  the  other  symptoms.  He  had  been 
under  treatment,  and  unable  to  work  for  over  a 
year.  I  consider  cascara  sagrado  the  greatest 
known  remedy  for  any  disease  of  gastro-intestjnal 
tract,  accompanied  with  constipation. 


Cascara  Sagrado. 

George  w.' Smart,  A.  M.,,  M.  D.,  Canaan  Four 
Corners,  :N.  Y.  ■ 

LTHOUGH  in  these  days  of  nos- 
trums I  have  somewhat  of  a  conserva- 
tive feeling,  I  procured,  through  John 
T.  Fink,  of  New  York,  a  small  supply 
of  cascara  sagrado  ex.  fl.,  and,  having 
given  it  a  fair  trial  in  several  cases,  desire  to  report 
progress.  My  testimony  is,  that  the  introduction  of 
this  medicine  is  a  boon  to  the  profession.  Dr.  Bundy 
claiming  for  it  no  more  than  its  actions  justify. 

As  a  cholagogue,  I  have  had  a /^r.y(?«a/ experi- 
ence ;  find  it  just  as  certain,  but  a  little  slower,  than 
the  blue  mass,  for  which  I  am  glad  to  find  an  effi- 
cient substitute,  free  from  the  harshness  of  podo- 
phyllin,  etc.  In  chronic  constipation  it  is  invaluable  ; 
its  actioi\good,  producing  full,  easy,  pleasant  stools, 
without  any  tormina,  tenesmus,  or  nausea.  In 
dyspepsia  it  is  superior  to  many  other  remedial 
agents,  in  that  it  is  pleasant  to  take,  and  produces 
no  nausea.  In  such  cases  I  prefer  to  give  it  with- 
out the  syrup,  substituti??g  glycerine. 

I  intend  at  an  early  date  to  give  the  aisculus 
glabra  a  fair  trial,  when  it  will  give  me  pleasure  to 
report. 


Berberis  Aquifolium. 

By  I.  J.  M.  GOSS,  M; p.,  Marietta,  Ga. 

ERBERIS  Aquifolium  is  one  of  the 
most  valuable  new  remedies,  lately 
given  to  the  profession  by  the  scientific 
investigation  of  Dr.Buiidy,of  California. 
I  procured  a  pint  of  the  Fluid  Extract 
from  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  and  tested  its  alterative 
or  catalytic  powers  in  syphilis.  I  find  that  it  has  the 
two  essential  properties  for  struma,  scrofula  and 
syphilis — that  is,  tonic  and  catalytic  powers.  It  is 
these  two  properties  that  give  to  corydalis  its  supe- 
rior powers  in  many  diseases  in  which  it  has  been 
found  to  be  so  efficient. 

Dr.  Bundy  believes  that  this  remedy  is  so  very 
efficient  as  not  to  require  the  additional  aid  of  the 
iodides;  but  I  think  that  vegetable  alteratives  do 
their  part  of  the  cure  ;  but  the  iodides  also  have 
their  part  to  perform.  I  think  that  the  berberis 
aquifolium  has  the  remarkable  power  to  break  up 
impure  or  virulent  material  in  the  tissues,  and 
convey  them  out  of  the  body;  at  the  same  time  it 
has  such  remarkable  tonic  powers  as  to,  improve 
the  tissue-forming  functions  of  the  assimilating 
organs,  hence  its  very  prompt  power  in  curing 
scrofulous,  strumous,  and  syphilitic  affections.  1 
regard  this  as  one  of  our  most  valuable  acquisitions 
to  the  list  of  therapeutical  remedies.  When  it  can 
be  procured  pure  (as  it  may  be  from  Parke,  Davis 
&  Co.),  it  will  be  found  to  be  one  of  our  most  active 
alteratives  and  tonics, 
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Berberis  Aquifolium  in  AmenorrhcEa. 

By  W.  Patton,  M.  D.,  Galena,  Mo. 

ilY  second  case  upon  which  I  tested  the 
new  preparations  was  a  young  lady 
22  years  old,  who,  after  arriving  at 
the  age  of  puberty,  by  imprudently 
exposing  herself,  fell  a  victim  to  amen- 
orrhcea,  which  was  neglected  until  she  became 
pale,  debilitated,  nervous,  with  frequent  palpita- 
tions of  the  heart,  a  sense  of  suffocation,  difficulty 
of  breathing,  pulse  weak  and  irregular,  digestion 
impaired,  pains  in  bowels  and  back,  almost  daily 
headache,  cold  hands  and  feet,  facial  neuralgia, 
rheumatism,  and  for  years  past  has  had  leucor- 
rhea. 

I  think  it  was  about  the  8th  or  9th  of  May  I 
visited  her  for  the  first  time,  and  I  must  confess  I 
felt  that  I  had  a  hopeless  case,  but  I  concluded  to 
\xy  berberis  aquifolium  and  cascara  sagrado.  I 
prescribed : 

IJ     Berberis  aqui.  Ji.  ex.,  %ij. 
Cas.  sag,fl.  ex.,  \j. 
Syr.  simp.,  3  iij. 
M.  S.    Forty  drops  three  times   daily,  gradually 
increased  to  sixty. 
Also  prescribed : 
B      Tinct.  coca,   |  iij. 

Ail. gland..   Iij- 
M.  S.  One  teaspoonful  three  times  daily  in  half 
a  tumbler  of  water,  two  hours  after  taking  dose  of 
former  prescription. 

The  tincture  coca  1  prepared  by  adding  six 
grains  solid  extract  coca  leaves  to  each  drachm  of 
alcohol. 

I  now  left  .my  patient,  not  to  return  until  the 
eighth  day,  unless  called  sooner. 

On  my  return  I  found  her  general  condition  so 
greatly  improved  that  I  was  utterly  astonished. 

Without  drawing  on  your  valuable  space,  to 
write  up  minor  details,  I  will  add  that  to-day  she  is 
rapidly  gaining  flesh  ;  appetite  good,  free  from 
pain,  leucorrhea  ceased,  healthy  menstruation  re- 
established, and  no  unpleasant  or  uncomfortable 
feelings,  and  all  accomplished  by  the  above  treat- 
ment. 


Fucus  VesiculoBus. 

By  A.  F.  Hagadorn,  M.  D.,  West  Ba\  City,  Mich. 

T  your  solicitation  I  send  you  my  very 
limited  experience  with  fucus  vesicu- 
losus.  On  Nov.  26th  last,  a  married 
lady,  Mrs.  E.,  consulted  me  with  re- 
ference to  what  seemed  to  her  "  an 
alarming  condition,"  caused  by  excessive  secretion 
of  fat.  She  was  growing  weaker  every  day ;  had 
no  ambition,  and  it  was  really  a  burden  to  carry  so 
much  adipose  tissue.  Knowing  that  alkalies  were 
likely  to  derange  digestion,  I  determined  to  try 
fucus  vesic,  and  accordingly  ordered,  through  a 
druggist,  Mr.  Oscar  L.  Br'addock.  a  half-pound 
bottle,  and  directed  her  to  take  a  dessert  spoonful 
three  times  daily ;  she  was  some  three  weeks  in 
taking  what  should  have  lasted  her  only  one,  at 
the  end  of  which  time  she  returned,  saying  she  was 
growing  smaller ;  but  better  than  that,  she.  had 
felt  stronger  than  for  three  years  past.  At  her  re- 
quest I  ordered  another  bottle,  which,  after  a  quar- 
ter was  taken,  was  accidentally  broken.  I  ordered 
her  another  (half  pound),  which  she  took  very  irre- 
gularly, however,  as  I  learned,  .some  days  tajcing 
one  dose,  and  some  days  none.  I  have  .since  or- 
dered her  a  pound  bottle  from  Parke,  Davis  &  Co., 
which  she  has  nearly  taken.  .She  has  lost  35  lbs. ; 
feels  much  stronger;  says  .she  can  run,  a  thing  she 


has  not  done  in  five  years  before.  Her  appetite  has 
increased  ;  and  the  only  unpleasant  result  is  a  mod- 
erate menorrhagia,  which  is  increased  or  dimin- 
ished with  the  medicine,  being  quite  excessive  when 
it  is  taken  regularly.  It  also  acted  as  a  laxative  to 
the  bowels,  which,  however,  was  beneficial  rather 
than  otherwise. 

Summary.  —  Less  than  2  lbs.  taken  ;  weight 
diminished  35  lbs ;  system  greatly  improved  and 
toned  up  ;  slight  menorrhagia,  which  was  some- 
what excessive  when  medicine  was  taken  regularly; 
diminished  when  taken  irregularly  ;  slight  laxative 
effect  produced, 

Grindelia  Robusta. 

By  C.  G.  Polk,  M.  p.,  Phila.,  Pa. 

RINDELIA,  although  a  new-comer  into 
the  medical  world,  has  already  ac- 
quired a  high  place  as  a  therapeutical 
agent.  It  is  eminently  a  demulcent 
tonic,  with  expectorant  properties.  As 
a  remedy  in  chronic  catarrhal  diseases  of  the  re- 
spirator)' apparatus,  as  also  in  asthma,  but  little  need 
be  added  to  what  has  already  been  said ;  but  in  the 
writer's  experience,  it  has  other  provinces,  almost 
as  important.  As  a  remedy  administered  by  the 
mouth,  the  writer  has  found  it  of  great  worth  in 
chronic  catarrh  of  the  uterus,  bladder,  and  vagina. 
In  combination  with  damiana,  it  forms  an  admir- 
able remedy  for  these  conditions.  As  a  local  appli- 
cation it  has  been  found  of  great  service.  The 
writer  has  used  it  in  the  form  of  a  strong  decoction 
in  leucorrhoea,  with  very  desirable  results.  The 
decoction  is  made  in  the  proportion  of  four  ounces 
of  the  plant  to  each  pint  of  water;  if  the  plant  be 
not  available,  the  fluid  extract  may  be  employed  in 
the  proportion  of  one  ounce  of  the  fluid  extract  to 
three  of  hot  water,  and  the  injection  employed 
while  warm.  It  may  often  be  used  with  lime  water  or 
infusion  of  chamomile  flowers,  or  with  both  mixed  in 
equal  proportions.  For  acute  gonorrhoea,  this  com- 
bination will  be  found  to  be  vastly  superior  to  the 
ordinar}-  zinc  and  lead  water  injections.  It  seems 
to  exert  a  peculiarly  soothing  influence  upon  mucous 
membranes,  whether  applied  locally  or  throngh  the 
stomach. 

The  writer  believes  that  grindelia  robusta  is  an 
agent  of  great  importance  in  all  diseases  involving 
mucous  membranes,  and  is  destined  to  rank  among 
the  "most  valuable  of  the  recent  contributions  to  list 
of  therapeutics.  With  yerba  santa,  the  writer  has 
found  it  of  decided  efficacy  in  pneumonic  and 
tubercular  phthisis ;  in  chronic  bronchitis  the 
present  esteem  is  just ;  in  asthma  its  reputation  is 
established. 

It  is  but  just  to  add  that  the  medical  profession 
is  indebted  to  the  enterprising  house  of  Parke, 
Davis  &  Co.,  for  its  introduction  east  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains. 


Ustilago  Maidis. 

By  Geo.  M.  Stkelk,  M.  D.,  Oshkosh,  Wi.s. 

STILAGO  maidis,  or  the  ergot  of  corn, 
is  now  presented  to  the  profession  with 
the  claim  that  it  is  equal  to,  and  in 
some  respects  superior  to  the  ergot  of 
rye.       ..   '  y-  '; 

As  to  its  effect  upon  the  uterus,  it  is  said  to  pro- 
duce clonic  contraction,  instead  of  tonic,  as  does 
the  ergot  of  rye,  and  therefore  should  this  state- 
ment be  true,  it  would  more  nearly  simulate  natur- 
al labor,  should  it  be  desirable  to  render  aid  to 
nature  in  that  direction. 

A  fact  of  considerable  interest  in  this  connection 
is,  that  farmers  in  the  cofn-«raising.distric4s  of  Indi- 
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ana  and  Illinois  have  for  many  years  noticed  that 
cows  aborted  frequently  when  turned  into  cornfields, 
unless  the  smut  was  first  destroyed.  It  is  also 
claimed  to  be  superior  to  the  ergot  of  rye  in  pas- 
sive uterine  hemorrhages.  I  have  had  little  person- 
al experience  with  the  remedy,  but  so  far  as  I  have 
used  it,  the  results  have  been  highly   satisfactory. 

In  one  case  of  extreme  uterine  hemorrhage, 
during  and  following  the  menstrual  epoch,  which 
had  been  a  habit  for  years,  and  in  which  the  ergot 
of  rye,  cannabis  indica,  gallic  acid  and  nearly 
everything  else  had  been  used,  with  slight  effects 
only,  it  has  at  the  last  two  epochs  rendered  prompt 
relief  with  general  systemic  improvement. 

At  the  Northern  Insane  Hospital  the  ustilago  has 
been  used  in  several  cases  in  place  of  the  ergot  of 
rye,  and  with  apparently  equally  satisfactory  re- 
sults ;  though  the  trial  of  it  has  not  been  sufficient- 
ly thorough  to  establish  an  exact  place  for  it  in  the 
list  of  useful  remedies. 

The  following  cases  have  been  kindly  furnished 
me  by  Drs.  Kempster  and  Goe  : 

Case  i.  McG.,  man,  aged  38  years,  was  suffering 
from  subacute  mania.  He  was  a  dangerous,  vi- 
cious man,  and  had  attempted  homicide  before  ad- 
mission. 

For  several  weeks  his  face,  conjunctivae  hands 
and  feet  had  been  very  much  congested,  and  he 
was  gradually  growing  worse,  the  congestion  in- 
creasing. The  ustilago  was  administered  in  §  j., 
doses,  three  times  daily,  and  within  ten  days  the 
congestion  subsided,  and  the  mental  symptoms  were 
relieved.  Thus  far  there  has  been  no  recur- 
rence. 

Case  2.  P.  C,  man,  aged  18  years,  had  been 
suffering  frotn  dementia  of  one  year's  duration, 
caused  by  exposure.  He  was  suffering  intense 
congestion  of  the  head,  face,  eyes  and  extremities. 
Ustilago  in  |  j  doses  three  times  daily,  relieved  the 
congestion,  and  the  mental  symptoms  cleared  up 
within  seven  days. 

Case  3.  M.,  man,  aged  46  yrs.,  with  acute  ma- 
nia, intense  congestion  of  head,  face,  conjunctivae  ; 
rapid  movements,  gesticulating  constantly  ;  speech 
incoherent,  and  was  controlled  by  the  delusion  of 
wealth  and  power.  Under  |  j  ustilago  three  times 
daily  his  symptoms  abated  within  four  days,  and 
within  ten  days  he  was  quite  relieved. 

Case  4.  C.  man,  aged  26  yrs.,  has  been  insane 
for  ten  years  but  latterly  is  much  worse  by  reason 
of  excitement.  He  had  very  marked  cerebral  sym- 
ptoms, vy^ith  paresis  of  vaso-motor  .system.  His 
extremities  were  cold,  face,  eyes,  etc.,  much  con- 
gested. 

Ustilago  I  j  three  times  daily,  rapidly  relieved 
the  congestion,  and  the  mental  symptoms  as  rapid- 
ly abated.  Formerly  these  congestions  had  come 
on  once  a  week  and  produced  the  paroxysms  of 
violence.  Since  this  treatment  was  instituted  there 
has  been  no  recurrence  of  the  paroxysms. 

So  far  as  it  has  been  used  at  this  hospital,  it  has 
relieved  congestions  apparently  as  well  as  the  ergot 
of  rye. 

The  cost  of  this  remedy  being  about  fifty  per 
cent  less  than  the  ergot  of  rye,  in  connection 
with  the  claims  of  value  that  it  presents,  should  at 
least  stimulate  us  to  ascertain  its  true  value. 

Ustilago  Maidis. 

By  Hext.  M.  Perry,   M.  D.,  Phila.,  Penn. 

HE  fluid  ext-vact  of  ustilago  maidis,  I 
have  used  in  three  cases  the  past  four 
weeks.  The  first  case  was  that  of 
the  return  of  the  menses  six  weeks 
after  confinement — child  living,  and 
hearty.     The  flow  was  very  profuse,  but  no  pain. 


I  ordered  ustilago  in  half  teaspoonful  doses  every 
four  hours,  with  the  effect  oi lessening  the  dis- 
charge to  about  normal,  when  I  ordered  it  to  be 
taken  three  times  a  day  only.  The  flow  lasted  five 
days ;  was  not  cut  short,  but  brought  from  a  flood- 
ing to  a  normal  menstrual  flow. 

The  second  case  was  that  of  a  Mrs.  C,  in  labor. 
I  had  delivered,  twenty-three  months  before,  with 
forceps  (child  living),  and  twelve  months  before 
that  had  delivered  her  with  forceps  (child  born  dead). 

In  these  two  confinement  her  pains  were  regular, 
but  very  weak  and  short,  and  she  was  unable  to 
deliver  herself,  and  the  fluid  extract  of  ergot  had  no 
effect  at  all.  Mrs.  C.'s  pains  commenced  Wednes- 
day night,  and  on  Thursday  morning  I  was  called 
in,  made  examination,  and  found  os  merely  begin- 
ning to  dilate.  Gave  instructions,  and  not  hearing 
from  her,  I  called  again  that  evening ;  found  upon 
examination  very  little  change,  and  in  fact  there 
was  no  progress  until  Saturday  evening,  at  8  o'clock, 
when  I  found  the  os  about  half  dilated,  pains  regu- 
lar, but  no  force  to  them.  I  then  gave  her  a  tea- 
spoonful  of  fluid  ext.  of  ustilago,  and  sent  for  a 
doctor  in  consultation,  thinking  by  the  time  he  got 
there  the  second  stage  would  have  commenced,  and 
if  the  forceps  would  be  required  we  would  not  de- 
lay. I  timed  the  effect  of  ustilago,  and,  in  twelve 
minutes  after  it  was  taken,  the  pains  became  more 
frequent,  but  continuing  regularly  intermittent 
(without  a  doubt). 

My  friend,  Dr.  M.,  got  there  about  9  o'clock ;  I 
told  him  the  previous  history  of  the  woman,  and 
her  present  condition,  etc. 

He  said,  "  Well,  Dr.,  let  us  give  some  more  of 
your  new  stuff."  A  teaspoonful  we  gave,  and 
retired  down-stairs  to  take  a  smoke. 

The  second  stage  had  just  commenced,  os  fully 
dilated,  and  the  bag  of  waters  being  ruptured.  We 
were  quietly  smoking  and  chatting,  when  we  were 
suddenly  summoned  upstairs,  and  lo,  and  behold ! 
the  child's  head  was  into  the  world.  Another  tea- 
spoonful of  ustilago,  and  the  body  was  delivered  ; 
after-birth  came  forthwith.  Mind  you,  the  pains 
were  regular  and  intermittent,  and  not  a  tonic  con- 
traction, as  produced  by  ergot. 

Case  No.  3,  one  of  post-partum  hemorrhage, 
which  came  on  from  inertia,  produced  by  extreme 
nervousness,  shortly  after  delivery  of  after-birth. 

The  child  and  placenta  were  both  delivered  by 
nature.  1  then  gave  a  teaspoonful  of  ustilago,  and 
was  sitting  by  the  bed-side,  when  the  patient  said  : 
"Doctor,  lam  flooding:"  and  flooding  she  was, 
and  it  continued  to  death's  door.  I  used  compres- 
sion externally,  titillating  the  os  internally,  and 
emptying  the  uterus. 

Applied  ice  to  the  abdomen,  and  finally  I  gave 
ustilago  hypodermically,  a  syringe  full  30  minims, 
and  not  until  then  did  the  womb  contract.  The 
hypodermic  produced  the  effect  just  in  time,  for 
the  patient  had  then  gone  blind,  and  fainted,  and 
was  comatose.  With  good  nursing,  stimulants, 
etc.,  the  patient  is  alive,  and  doing  well. 

After  reading  your  journal,  I  made  up  my  mind 
to  try  the  fluid  extract  of  ustilago,  and  have  done 
so  with  ver\"  great  satisfaction,  and  shall  continue 
its  use,  and  will  let  you  hear  from  me  again. 

I  was  forced  to  use  it  hypodermically.  It  was 
not  as  an  experiment,  I  assure  you. 

Ustilago  Maidis  in  Dysmenorrhcea. 

ByD.  Overly  Crist,  M.  D.,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

HE  following  case  may  prove  interest- 
ing as  affording  evidence  of  the  use- 
fulness of  ustilago  maidis  in  painful 
menstruation. 

Was  called  to  see  Miss  B.,  aged  19, 
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who  was  suffering  great  pain  ;  found  her  face  pale, 
the  body  covered  with  profuse  perspiration,  and 
verj'  sick,  she  being  a  healthy-looking  and  jvell 
nourished  girl,  but  not  of  full  habitude.  Her 
mother  informed  me,  with  tlie  exception  of  dys- 
menorrhoea,  her  health  had  always  been  good. 
Since  menstruation  commenced  (three  years  since), 
she  had  suffered  more  or  less  at  each  period, 
but  never  so  much  as  on  the  present  occasion.  She 
told  me  there  was  a  slight  "  show  "  a  short  time 
before  I  was  called,  and  knowing  that  ustilago 
maidis  had  a  direct  effect  upon  the  vessels  of  the 
generative  organs,  I  at  once  made  up  my  mind  to 
give  her  half  drachm  doses  of  fl.  ext.  ustilago 
maidis  every  half  hour  until  relieved.  Having 
directed  them  to  quit  giving  after  she  became  com- 
fortable, I  left  my  patient  for  the  night.  On  re- 
turning next  morning,  found  her  vtry  comfortable 
indeed,  only  having  taken  the  second  dose. 

I  then  directed  her  to  wait  until  two  days  before 
her  next  period ;  then  commence  and  take  drop 
doses  every  hour  until  the  flow  came  on,  which  she 
did,  and  to  her  utter  astonishment,  they  returned 
at  proper  time,  free  from  pain  or  sickness,  and  she 
has  not  experienced  any  trouble  since.  It  is  not 
very  hard  to  tell  how  it  relieves  ;  its  direct  action 
upon  the  uterine  vessels,  making  the  flow  free, 
thereby  relieving  the  distended  and  engorged  ves- 
sels. 


Rhododendron  Maximum, 

J.  M.  MULHOLAND,  M.  D.,  Tunkhannock,  Pa. 

EER  Tongue  Laurel,  or  Great  Laurel, 
grows  on  the  sides  of  the  Alleghany 
Mountains.  This  shrub  grows  6  to  20  ft. 
high,  with  lance  oblong  leathery  leaves, 
4  to  10  inches  long  ;  narrowish  below 
clammy  pedicles  and  pale  rose,  or  nearly  white,  cor- 
olla one  inch  broad  ;  greenish  in  the  throat  on  the 
upper  side,  more  or  less  spotted  with  yellow  and 
reddish  flowers  in  mid-summer.  I  first  commenced 
experimenting  with  rhododendron  about  one  year 
ago,  at  first  with  poor  results  ;  at  last,  while  attend- 
ing an  old  lady  who  had  the  severest  cough  that  I 
was  ever  called  to  prescribe  for,  I  gave  her ; 

IJ.  Rhododendron  maximum. 
Saturated  tinct.  ^tts.  xx. 
Aqua,  3  iv. 

a  teaspoonful  every  hour ;  and  called  again  in  three 
days.  As  soon  as  I  stepped  in  the  house,  the  old  lady 
said,. "  God  bless  you,  doctor ;  you  are  the  only  doctor 
that  ever  done  my  cough  any  good  this  twenty 
years.  I  slept  like  a  top."  Her  cough  was  tight  and 
wheezing  with  stricture  of  the  chest.  I  have  used 
rhododendron  max.  for  a  great  many  obstinate 
coughs  since,  and  it  has  given  relief  in  most  of  the 
cases  I  have  heard  from.  In  fact,  if  I  am  called  to 
a  case  now  that  has  been  treated  with  everything 
that  other  physicians  could  think  of,  I  try  rhodo- 
dendron, and  it  always  gives  good  results.  I  have 
recommended  this  remedy  to  several  physicians, 
but  have  not  had  time  to  hear  from  them.  My  in- 
dications for  using  it  are  secretion  of  saliva  scanty, 
a  sweetish  or  mawkish  odor  about  the  breath,  pulse 
open,  tremulous.  I  have  used  it  for  cough  where 
there  was  a  scanty  menstruation,  and  the  patient  was 
supposed  to  have  phthisis.  After  using  rhododen- 
dron for  one  week  the  cough  stopped,  and  I  have 
been  asked  for  the  remedy  that  cured  this  andtliat 
one,  and  in  most  cases,  or  at  least  as  far  as  I  have 
heard  from  those  that  have  taken  it,  it  gave  good 
satisfaction,  and  my  excuse  for  offering  this  remedy 
at  this  time  (read  before  the  National  Eclectic 
Convention  at  Detroit.  Ed.),  instead  of  having  it 
published  in  some  medical  journal,  is  that  I  could 


bring  it  before  the  physicians  in  such  a  way  as  to 
make  them  try  it,  and  if  possible  find  out  all  of  its 
indications.  If  it  proves  as  valuable  in  other  hands 
as  it  has  in  mine,  I  will  think  I  have  done  at  least 
some  good  by  attending  this  meeting. 


Black  Haw — Viburnum  Prunifolium. 

By  I.  J.  M.  Goss,  M.  D.,  Marietta,  Ga. 

N  the  year  1 860,  my  attention  was  called 
to  the  medical  properties  of  viburnurn 
prunifolium,  by  a  short  essay  in  some 
medical  journal.  In  a  short  time  I 
was  called  to  a  negress,  who  was  in 
labor,  at  about  the  fourth  month  of  gestation.  I 
gave  her  %  gr.  of  morphia,  and  ordered  a  strong 
tea  of  the  black  haw  to  be  taken  in  doses  of  i  3 
every  hour ;  the  pains  in  the  back  ceased.  This 
arrested  the  labor  at  once.  Case  2.  In  the  year 
1 86 1,  I  was  called  to  a  young  married  lady,  in  the 
fifth  month  of  gestation,  in  hard  labor ;  the  os  di- 
lated, and  the  fetus  low  down  in  the  pelvis.  The 
mother  was  much  alarmed,  but  did  not  believe  that 
anything  could  arrest  the  labor,  but  I  told  her  I 
could  arrest  it.  I  gave  a  dose  of  morphia,  which, 
for  a  short  time  lessened  the  contractions.  I  then 
gave  a  tea  of  black  haw  freely  for  a  day  or  two, 
and  the  labor  ceased,  and  at  due  time  I  delivered 
the  young  mother  of  a  fine,  healthy  child.  After 
this  I  was  called  in  consultation  with  another  phy- 
sician, who  had  been  giving  a  young  married  lady 
opium  in  large  doses  for  several  hours,  for  threat- 
ened abortion ;  but  while  she  was  perfectly  narco- 
tized, the  labor  was  still  very  rapidly  progressing. 
I  proposed  to  give  the  fluid  extract  of  viburnum 
prunifohum,  but  he  said  it  would  do  no  good,  but  I 
gave  I  3  at  once,  and  repeated  it  in  one  hour, 
which  arrested  the  labor,  and  the  lady  went  her  full 
term,  and  did  well. 

I  could  give  many  more  similar   cases.     It  is  a 
specific  for  such  cases. 


Yerba  Santa. 

By  /.  A.  Sterrett,  M.  D.,  Troy,  O. 

HAVE  been  trying  several  new  reme- 
dies, among  them  yerba  santa  claimed 
my  attention.  I  gave  it  a  thorough 
test  in  laryngeal  and  bronchial  troubles, 
and  found  it  to  more  than  come  up  to 
my  expectations.  In  chronic  bronchitis,  that  is  so  fre- 
quently met  with  among  old  people,  it  works  like  a 
charm.  Mr.  K.,  aged  sixty-five,  who  had  suffered  for 
two  or  three  years  with  chronic  bronchitis,  came  to 
me  in  January  last,  and  said  he  had  but  little  faith  in 
medicines,  as  he  had  tried  all  the  doctors  in  the 
country,  but  had  not  obtained  any  relief;  it  had 
become  so  annoying,  however,  that  he  could  not 
rest  at  night,  and  that  he  would  give  me  a  trial. 
I  put  him  on  a  combination  of  yerba  santa  and 
grindelia  robusta.  He  was  cured  after  taking  three 
or  four  ounces  of  the  preparation.  Miss  F.,  aged  for- 
ty-five, who  had  been  troubled  with  chronic  bronchi- 
tis for  two  years,  was  cured  after  taking  three  ounces. 
I  could  give  you  quite  a  list  treated  with  yerba 
santa  successfully,  but  let  this  suffice.  I  have  tried 
it  in  tuberculosis,  and  find  that  it  will  relieve  the 
tickling  sensation  in  the  throat,  that  is  so  annoying 
to  consumptives.  Mr.  C,  who  has  been  suffering 
with  tuberculosis  for  the  past  six  years,  says,  that 
he  cannot  find  anything  to  relieve  the  cough  as 
quickly  as  yerba  santa.  I  use  it  in  combination 
with  glycerine  or  grindelia  robusta. 

I  am  giving  a  number  of  your  new  remedies  a 
a  thorough  test,  and  will  inform  you  of  the  result. 
I  notice  in  "  Communications  from  Physicians,"  in 
New  Preparations,  that  there  exists  quite  a  dif- 
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ference  in  their  experience  in  the  use  of  sulp.  of  cin- 
chonidia.  I  used  it  in  my  infirmary  practice  for  two 
or  three  months,  and  found  it  would  answer  every 
purpose  that  sulph.  quinia  would,  but  it  always  left 
the  stomach  in  an  irritated  condition,  and  for  that 
reason  I  have  discontinued  its  use. 


Thuja  Occidentalis. 


^H   V 


By  D.  W.  S.  VanCleve,  M.  D.,  Belleville,  111. 

have  been  28  days  using  the  saturated 
alcoholic  tincture  of  thuja  on  an  old 
malignant  scirrhous  cancer,  embracing 
the  entire  mammary  gland  of  a  large 
fleshy  lady  64  years  old.  The  cancer, 
extending  from  breast-bone  to  the  armpit,  measured 
wYz  inches,  by  6  inches.  I  had  removed  the 
cancerous  mass,  etc.,  from  over  the  breast-bone 
and  three  ribs,  for  a  space  of  5  inches,  but  found 
masses  of  hair-like  fibers  imbedded  in  the  bone, 
that  all  my  endeavors  failed  to  remove.  I  then 
applied  thuja,  which  I  was  delighted  to  find  had 
loosened  the  periosteum  so  it  could  be  raised  and 
clipped  off,  in  24  hours  from  first  application.  1 
continued  its  application,  and  gave  it  internally 
twice  a  day,  and  have  up  to  this  writing,  with  this 
result.  2d  day  I  had  the  ribs  for  3  inches,  and  across 
nearly  the  width  of  the  breast-bone,  bare  and  clean. 
4th  day  found  the  3d  rib  black,  its  thin  edge  and  con- 
nection with  the  breast-bone  completely  detached. 
5th  day  found  the  upper  third  of  the  sternum 
completely  broken  from  the  lower  portion  and  sunk 
%  inch.  At  each  expiration  the  serum  within  the 
chest  sprayed  out,  the  3d  rib  rose  and  fell  y-  of 
an  inch,  rendering  it  impossible  to  use  the  silver 
plates,  as  I  feared  that  this  incessant  working 
might  slide  them  through  this  large  opening  into 
the  cavity  of  the  chest.  Continued  to  use  thuja, 
and  sent  electric  currents  along  the  ribs,  and  for  3 
days  applied  the  negative  sponge,  an  inch  in  diame- 
ter to  the  naked  investment  of  the  lung.  8th  and  loth 
day  new  osseous  formation  appearing"  along  the  ribs. 
1 2th  to  15th  day  rib  and  breast-bone  fully  united. 
From  this  time  healthy  granulations  crept  over  the 
sternum  and  between  the  ribs,  the  osteal  meitibrane 
forming  over  the  repaired  bones  ;  and  now,  28  days 
from  first  using  thuja,  I  find  the  entire  opening 
closed  with  clean  healthy  flesh.  The  patient  is  com- 
fortable and  not  confined  to  the  house. 

I  still  use  the   other  treatment   required  ;  using 
the  thuja  drops  and  wash  twice  a  day. 


Erythoxylon  Coca. 

By  W.  H.  Bentley,  M.  D.,  LL.  D.,  Valley  Oak,  Ky. 

FEW  years  since  I  procured  six  or 
eight  pounds  of  the  saturated  tincture 
of  erythoxylon  coca  from  a  druggist 
of  Philadelphia,  with  a  view  of  testing 
the  virtues  of  the  plant,  therapeuti- 
cally. I  used  all  with  the  exception  of  a  single  bot- 
tle, within  the  course  of  about  fifteen  months.  All 
the  cases,  but  one,  in  which  I  prescribed  it,  were 
those  of  a  chronic  character  affecting  the  lungs,  and 
simulating  phthisis.  The  excepted  case  was  one 
of  "nervous  dyspepsia"  complicated  with  uterine 
troubles  and  hysteria.  The  patient  was  married, 
the  mother  of  two  children,  the  youngest  six  months 
old,  while  the  mother  was  herself  23  years  of  age. 
She  was  greatly  emaciated,  was  ver)-  despondent, 
and  was,  withal,  addicted  to  the  opium  habit.  It 
was  as  a  substitute  for  her  accustomed  morphine, 
the  use  of  which  I  absolutely  forbade,  that  I  direct- 
ed the  coca,  in  drachm  doses,  three  times  a  day. 
It  answered   the  purpose  admirably. 

In  short,  the  coca  gave  me  entire  satisfaction    in 
all  the  cases  in  which  I  used  it,  acting  promptly  as 


a  nervous  stimulant,  allaying  irritation,  reviving  the 
despondent  without  depressing  reaction,  and  all 
without  producing  febrile  or  other  unpleasant  symp- 
toms. My  only  objection  was  the  high  price,  which  ■ 
was  such  as  to  prevent  the  druggists  from  ordering 
it,  unless  I  would  guarantee  its  sale. 

I  still  had  one  pint  on  hand,  which  I  used  my- 
self, recently,  and  the  good  results  were  so  remark- 
able, and  I  noted  its  action  so  carefully,  that  I  think 
a  detail  of  the  case  may  be  both  of  interest  and 
utility  to  your  readers. 

My  age  is  43  ;  height  5  ft.  7  in.,  weight  125  lbs  ; 
complexion  rather  dark  ;  hair  thin,  fine  and  dark  ; 
eyes  dark,  but  neither  hair  or  eyes  black  ;  the  ner- 
vous temperament  largely  prevails  ;  easily  and  un- 
pleasantly affected  by  most  stimulants  and  narcotics, 
and  cannot  bear  opiates,  even  in  medicinal  doses, 
March  5th  1878  had  a  most  severe  and  prostrating 
attack  of  continued  fever,  which  came  very  near  a 
fatal  termination.  The  fever  entirely  subsided  on 
the  tenth  day,  leaving  me  greatly  emaciated  in  body, 
and  completely  prostrated  in  strength.  Convales- 
ence  was  extremely  tardy.  My  appetite  returned 
slowly  and  digestion  was  quite  good,  yet  there  was 
not  a  corresponding  return  of*  strength.  Alcoholic 
stimulants  were  used  in  moderation,  and  tonics,  in- 
cluding both  the  mineral  and  the  vegetable,  ver)- 
freely.  All  seemed  to  be  of  little  service,  for,  at 
the  end  of  three  weeks,  I  had  made  but  little  pro- 
gress in  the  accumulation  of  either  flesh  or  strength 
At  this  juncture,  I  resolved  to  try  the  Erythoxylon 
Tincture.  I  accordingly  began  with  teaspoonful 
doses  three  times  a  day,  taken  with  an  ounce  of 
water  before  meals.  The  salutary  effects  were 
perceptible  with  the  second  dose.  My  appetite 
rapidly  increased,  and,  although  in  a  few  days  I 
grew  to  partaking  the  heartiest  meals  of  flesh,  vege- 
tables, and  at  dinner,  desert  in  variety,  I  would 
suffer  from  violent  hunger,  long  before  the  hour  for 
the  next  regular  meal.  My  digestion,  which  as  a 
rule,  is  feeble,  became,  under  the  use  of  the  drug, 
perfect,  while  assimilation  was  likewise  complete, 
and  the  return  of  strength  rapid.  •' 

To  determine  whether  all  was  due  to  the  medi- 
cine, I  occasionly  left  it  off  a  few  days,  when  I  soon 
could  perceive  that  both  appetite  and  digestion 
began  to  fail.  Both  always  returned  as  above  stated, 
with  the  resumption  of  the  medicine. 

On  a  few  occasions,  I  experimented  with  large 
doses,  or  the  ordinar)-  doses  repeated  at  short  in- 
tervals, neither  of  which  plans  agreed  with  me. 
In  either  mstance,  if  I  pushed  the  drug,  I  became 
weak  and  tremulous,  and  several  hours  were  re- 
quired to  wear  off  the  unpleasant  feelings. 

A  drachm  dose,  taken  at  any  time,  was  followed 
immediately  by  a  feeling  of  agreeable  warmth  in 
the  stomach,  which  was  soon  succeeded  by  mode- 
rate stimulation,  exhilarating  mental  activity,  and 
filling  me  with  the  most  pleasant  emotions.  These 
effects  would  last  from  three  to  four  hours,  and 
were  never  succeeded  by  depression  or  other  ill 
consequences.  If  I  took  a  dose  -an  hour  after 
meals,  I  was  never  hungry  until  three  hours  after. 
Taken  when  quite  hungr>-,  the  appetite  was  ap- 
peased for  about  the  same  period.  Taken  without 
the  water,  its  effects  were  not  so  rapid,  nor  at  any 
time  so  well  pronounced. 

After  using  all,  I  experienced  considerable  desire 
for  the  medicine  for  three  or  four  days,  which  occur- 
red two  or  three  times  subsequently  at  intervals  of 
some  days. 

At  no  time  did  I  ever  detect  any  change  in  the 
numbers  either  of  my  pulse  or  respirations.  I  shall 
hereafter  give  Erythoxylon  Coca  a  thorough 
trial  in  "wasting  diseases,"  tardy  convalescence 
from  acute  maladies,  and  certain  forms  of  dyspep- 
sia, and  carefully  test  it  in  the  "opium  habit," 
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Sulphate  Cinchonidia. 

By  John  Thompson,  Apothecary,  Custar,  O. 

AM  no  physician,  only  a  Fellowcraft  of 
Pharmacy,  as  this  is  understood  in  the 
Kingdom  of  Prussia,  and  therefore 
avoid  "counter-prescribing"  as  much 
as  possible,  but  as  this  place  is  situ- 
ated in  the  well-known  "  Black  Swamp"  of  Ohio, 
renowned  for  its  malaria,  I  am,  during  autumn  and 
spring,  when  our  fevers  are  in  full  blossom,  often 
called  upon  for  febrifuges,  and  when  our  physicians 
are  all  away  from  town,  I  cannot  refuse  to  furnish 
them.  Whilst  doing  this,  the  following  case  came 
to  my  notice,  which  might  be  interesting  to  physi- 
cians: 

In  one  of  our  worst  localities  lived  a  man  with  a 
large  family,  a  new-comer.  Being  afraid  of  our 
fevers,  they  used  quinia  sulphate  as  a  prophylactic, 
and  thereby  made  themselves  "  iron -clad'"  against 
it,  so  that  when,  in  spite  of  the  preventive,  the  fe- 
vers broke  out  amongst  them,  quinia  sulphate  only 
took  effect  in  the  most  heroic  doses,  and  then  only 
for  a  few  days.  The  man  bought  of  me  from  No- 
vember, 1876,  to  February,  1877,  more  than  four 
ounces  of  quinia  sulphate,  and  at  the  end  of  that 
period  called  for  another  half-dollar's  worth  of  it. 
Thinking  that  he  had  spent  money  enough  in  this 
way,  I  proposed  a  change  in  tactics,  to  which  he 
readily  assented.  I  gave  him  one  drachm  of  cin- 
chonidia sulphate,  to  be  given  to  adults  in  doses  of 
five  grains,  three  hours  apart,  to  children  in  propor- 
tion. After  a  week  he  reported  that  those  of  his 
family  who  had  taken  the  cinchonidia  were  all 
right;  wanted  another  drachm  for  those  whose 
turn  it  now  was  to  have  the  "  shakes:"  He  got  it, 
and  shortly  afienvards  said  that  his  family  now 
were  all  well.  I  then  gave  him  two  ounces  elixir 
aurantii  comp.  (pp.  90,  91,  Pharmac.  Germ),  in 
fourteen  ounces  port  wine,  to  use  as  a  tonic — dose, 
one  tablespoonful  twice  a  day,  which  they  took 
for  about  a  month.  Some  time  thereafter  he  sold 
out  and  left  this  neighborhood.  About  a  month 
ago  he  was  here  on  a  visit,  and  said  that  since 
they  had  taken  the  cinchonidia  there  had  been  no 
case  of  the  shakes  in  his  family. 

If  you  deem  this  statement  worth  publishing, 
you  are  welcome  to  the  use  of  it. 


The  Philadelphia  Kephaline  Compound. 

By  C.  G.  Polk,  M.  D.,  Philadelphia. 

jT  is  rather  unjust  in  you  to  include  the 
glycerite  of  kephaline  in  the  category 
of  secret  nostrums,  or  one  concerning 
which  there  is  or  has  been  anything 
illegitimate,  and  yet  you  refer  to  it  in 

your  April  issue  as  one,  with  which  there,  at  least, 

had  been  unfair  work. 
Glycerite  of  kephaline  is  not  a  mere  fancy  name. 

Kephaline  is   the  name  by  which   the   oxidizable 

phosphorous  elements  of  the  brain  are  now  termed 

by  Carpenter,  FUnt  and  Dalton. 


Glycerite  of  kephaline  is  not  a  copyrighted  nos- 
trum. 

Glycerite  of  kephaline  is  not  a  secret  nostrum  ; 
every  step  in  its  manufacture  was  published  in  the 
Druggists  Circular,  October,  1877,  and  there  is  no 
professional  obstacle  in  the  way  of  any  one  mak- 
ing it. 

There  is  no  more  quackery  in  isolating  phos- 
phorous principles  from  brain,  blood  and  wheat, 
than  pepsin  from  the  stomach,  pancreatine  from 
the  pancreas,  or  a  fluid  extract  from  ergot. 

Although  several  journals  published  my  papers 
on  the  value  of  the  isolated  brain  phosphorous 
compounds,  none  of  them  have  complained  of  un- 
fair treatment.  Editors  who  wished  to  insert  my 
papers  as  advertisements  received  no  attention, 
while  those  who  regarded  and  published  my 
papers  as  legitimate  information,  without  intima- 
tion of  compensation,  have  not  only  received  my 
own  advertisements,  but  others  through  my  influ- 
ence. The  "  innocent  victims  "  are  those  who  de- 
manded a  stipulated  price  to  publish  my  papers  as 
legitimate  matter,  and  their  displeasure  has  been 
heightened  by  findiiig  that  the  journals  that 
brought  isolated  phosphorous  compounds  before 
the  profession  without  demand  of  compensation  are 
financially  remembered  by  advertisements  to  the 
limit  of  my  means. 

The  fact,  however,  should  not  be  lost  sight  of, 
that  all  the  recent  attacks  upon  me  were  in  the  in- 
terest of  a  secret  copyrighted  nostrum  "  vitalized 
phosphates,"  "entered  according  to  act  of  Con- 
gress, June  18,  1874,  copyright  secured  in  Europe  ; 
made  according  to  Dr.  Percy's  formula  in  his  prize 
essay."  I  need  scarcely  remind  the  intelligent 
readfer  that  no  such  preparation  is  even  hinted  at  in 
Dr.  Percy's  essay,  no  formula  given,  and  what  is 
more  conclusive  Dr.  Percy  asserts  in  this  essay 
"  that  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  isolated  phos- 
phorous' compounds  had  never  been  used  as  a 
therapeutical  agent  (Trans.  Am.  Med.  Assoc, 
1 872,  page  658),  but  he  supposes  on  hypothetical 
grounds  that  they  would  prove  valuable."  Dr. 
Percy  further  claims  that  I  embodied  as  my  own 
conception  the  circular  wrapper  of  his  copyrighted 
nostrum.  As  the  Circular  Wrapper  contains  quo- 
tations on  both  the  12th  and  15th  pages  from  Dr. 
Polk,  the  untruthfulness  of  this  statement  is  evi- 
dent. 

My  paper,  "  Tabes  Pulmonum,"  which  the  editor 
of  the  American  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences 
recollects  having  in  his  possession  several  years 
ago,  and  the  manuscript  of  which  the  editor  of  the 
Cincinnati  Lancet  said  "  had  the  appearance  of 
having  been  written  at  the  time  indicated  by  Dr. 
Polk "  {Cincinnati  Lancet  and  Observer,  page 
ro93,  November,  1877),  being  written  in  1 871,  and 
covering  the  subject  of  phosphorous  compounds 
isolated  from  ,brain,  and  corroborated  by  Dr. 
Wiley's  paper  in  the  Louisville  Medical  News, 
June  2,  1877,  I  think,  places  the  fact  beyond  ques- 
tion that  I  introduced  isolated  phosphorous  com- 
pounds into  medical  practice. 


New   Preparations. 


Oil  of  Stavesacre  in  Scabie.s.— B.  Squire 
recommends  the  use  of  the  stavesacre,  obtained  by 
expression,  as  a  colorless,  odorless  and  unirritating 
remedy  in  the  treatment  of  scabies. — Southern 
Medical  Record. 


Rapid  Expulsion  of  Tape- woRM.--Dr.  ^Pau- 
line in  a  communication  to  the  Allg.  Med.  Central- 
Zeitung,  No.  21,  1878,  narrates  a  case  in  which  the 
action  of  the  anthelmintic  was  remarkably  prompt. 


One  of  his  convict  patients  having  informed  him 
that  he  was  suffering  from  tape-worm,  he  imme- 
diately ordered  the  following :  IJ  Flor.  Kousso 
3  vj,  Kameela  3  iv.  Half  of  this  powder  was  taken 
immediately  in  water ;  this  was  at  eight  o'clock  in 
the  morning.  At  nine  o'clock  he  took  a  dose  of 
Carlsbad  salts,  and  one  hour  later,  the  remaining 
half  of  the  powder.  No  nausea  or  vomiting  was 
produced.  About  half  after  eleven  o'clock,  free 
evacuation  took  place  and  in  the  stool  was  found  a. 
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coil  of  several  tape-worms.  Four  heads  of  the 
taenia  solium  were  discovered  in  addition  to  a  large 
number  of  lengthy  segments. 

Tavuya. — A  number  of  papers  have  recently 
appeared  in  several  of  the  Italian  medical  journals, 
laudatory  of  the  effects  of  tayuya,  in  syphilis  and 
allied  diseases.  Tayuya  is  the  root  of  dermophylla 
pendtdina,  a  Brazilian  plant  of  the  order  cucur- 
bitacea'.  Its  physiological  action  is  said  to  be  an 
increase  of  the  saliva  and  gastric  juice,  increase  of 
appetite,  improved  digestion  and  slight  laxation  in 
small  doses ;  in  large  doses  it  produces  vomiting, 
colic,  diarrhoea,  sweating  and  increased  salivation. 
Some  suppose  that  in  tayuya  we  possess  a  mild, 
agreeable  and  efficacious  agent,  which  shall  substi- 
tute mercury,  possessing  all  its  advantages  without 
any  of  its  disadvantages. 

It  is  a  proprietary  preparation,  and  two  alcoholic 
tinctures  are  at  present  made — tra  madre  and  tra 
dilnta.  The  former  is  used  in  gramme  doses 
hypodermically,  and  diluted  with  water  as  a  local 
application  in  the  form  of  compresses.  The  weaker 
tincture  (one  part  tra  niadre  to  three  parts  spiritus 
rectify,  is  given  internally  in  doses  of  two  to  twenty 
drops,  twice  or  thrice  daily.  [The  value  of  this 
remedy  in  syphilis  is  questionable. — Rep.'l —  Vir- 
ginia Medical  Monthly. 

Tayuya  as  a  Remedy  for  Syphilis. — Tayuya, 
a  plant  from  Brazil  has  been  highly  recommended 
during  the  past  few  years  as  a  remedy  for  syphilis 
and  scrofula.  It  has  been  used  chiefly  by  the 
Italian  surgeons.  All  parts  of  the  plant  are  used, 
but  the  most  efficacious  in  syphilis  is  the  root,  either 
as  a  watery-  infusion  or  a  tincture  made  by  adding 
1,000  grams  of  80  per  cent  alcohol  to  339  grams 
of  the  powdered  root.  The  strong  tincture  thus 
obtained  is  to  be  diluted  by  the  addition  to  it  of 
1,000  grams  of  rectified  spirits.  Of  this,  14  drops 
is  the  maximum  dose  for  an  adult. 

Ambrosoli,  who  has  used  it  freely  in  the  Maggiore 
and  Sifilo-comio  hospitals  of  Milan,  reports  favor- 
ably on  its  use  in  syphilis,  and  states  that  the  skin 
affections,  ulcerations  and  swellings  of  the  glands 
are  promptly  relieved  by  it.  Veladini  reports 
"  brilliant  results,"  as    do   also    Magri,    Strambio, 


Bazzoni  and  others.  Gamba,  however,  in  the 
Syphilitic  Hospital  for  Women,  in  Turin,  has  not 
had  such  satisfactory  results.  Ziessl,  of  Vienna, 
states  that  he  has  seen  no  injurious  results  from 
tayuya,  and,  after  giving  it  a  fair  trial,  he  greatly 
prefers  it  to  mercury  in  the  early  stages  of  syphilis. 
He  is  not  yet  prepared  to  express  a  positive  opinion 
as  to  its  value  in  the  later  stages  of  the  disease. — 
Virginia  Medical  Monthly,  April,  from  Allg. 
Wien.  Med.  Zeitung,  No.  3,  1878. 


Chaulmoogra  Oil  (Oleum  Gynocardi^). 
— Chaulmoogra  oil  is  a  remedy  which  has  been 
employed  for  centuries  by  the  natives  of  India  in 
the  cure  of  leprosy  and  other  forms  of  skin  disease. 
It  is  a  fixed  oil  procured  by  expression  from  the 
seeds  of  the^ynocardia  odoraia,  which  are  now 
officinal  in  the  Indian  Pharmacopoeia  (Gynocardice 
semina).  Mr.  R.  C.  Lepage,  late  of  Calcutta,  has 
collected  in  pamphlet  form  all  that  is  known  re- 
garding- both  the  plant  and  the  oil.  The  use  of  the 
latter  was  first  brought  under  the  notice  of  the 
profession  in  1854  by  Dr.  Mouat,  of  the  Bengal 
Medical  Service,  who  had  employed  it  with  consider- 
able success  in  a  few  cases  of  leprosy,  scrofula,  and 
constitutional  syphilis.  But  though  others  have 
found  the  remedy  of  service  in  these  and  allied 
affections,  its  more  general  employment  has  been 
retarded  by  the  persistent  adulteration  of  the  oil 
by  the  natives  of  India.  Dr.  Dymock  of  Bombay, 
however,  has  recently  discovered  means  for  detect- 
ing its  adulteration,  so  that  it  is  believed  it  can  now 
be  procured  in  a  state  of  purity,  and  it  is  expected 
that  the  remedy  will  be  found  of  real  service  in  the 
above  mentioned  diseases,  and  others  of  a  similar 
nature.  The  dose  of  the  oil,  which  is  somewhat 
unpleasant  in  flavor  and  smell,  is  from  five  to  six 
drops  gradually  increased.  It  is  best  given  after 
meals,  and  may  be  taken  in  milk,  glycerine,  or 
cod-liver  oil.  The  seeds,  coarsely  powdered,  may 
be  given  in  the  form  of  pills  of  five  or  six  grains. 
In  skin  diseases  the  oil  should  also  be  applied  ex- 
ternally, or  the  unguentum  gynocardia;  (I.  P.), 
which  is  prepared  by  beating  the  seeds  to  a  paste 
along  with  simple  ointment. — Medical  Times  and 
Gazette,  April  6,  1878. 


Correspondence. 


In  regard  to   grindelia 
Grindelia  Robusta.         robusta,  permit  me  to  say 

that  I  have  prescribed  it 
to  some  extent  as  a  neurotic  tonic  in  nervous  asth- 
ma, or  similar  conditions  of  the  capillary  bronchial 
tubes,  owing  perhaps  to  the  want  of  a  normal 
functional  activity  of  the  inhibitory  nerves  presiding 
over  the  muscular  structure  of  these  minute  tubes. 

These  cases,  in  my  view  particularly,  are  greatly 
benefited  by  the  grindelia  robusta,  given  in  drachm 
doses  of  the  fluid  ext.  once  in  6  hours,  continued, 
perhaps,  for  several  days. 

It  is  not  infrequent  that  many  of  our  best  thera- 
peutical agents  fall  into  unmerited  disrespect  be- 
cause the  cases  in  which  they  are  exhibited  do  not 
require  or  are  not  adapted  to  their  powers. 

Perhaps  we  are  all  prone  to  forget  that  "  medi- 
cines are  not  positive,  but  relative  agents." 

D.  C.  HOLLEY,  M.  D. 

Vernon,  June  15th,  1878. 


Your  New  Prepara- 
Eucalyptus  Globulus,     tions  came  duly  to  hand. 

Many  thanks.  I  am  ex- 
ceedingly well  pleased  with  it.  It  is  just  what  the 
profession   needed.       Inclosed   find   stamps  for  a 


year's  subscription ;  would  like  the  first  number 
forwarded.  I  am  sorry  that  I  have  not  learned  of  it 
before,  and  will  certainly  interest  other  physicians 
in  it. 

I  have  tried  several  of  the  new  remedies.  In 
fact,  was  one  of  the  first  to  use  eucalyptus  globulus. 
Have  used  it  in  connection  with  sulph.  cinchonidia, 
in  malarial  fevers  ;  also  when  indicated  in  typhoid  ; 
have  also  used  it  with  marked  success  in  uterine 
diseases,  as  an  injection,  and  in  nasal  catarrh  for  a 
douche. 

Would  inquire  which  of  the  new  remedies  you 
have  found  most  successful  in  allaying  the  nervous 
irritability  of  children,  where  it  is  not  desirable  to 
continue  opiates.    Again  accept  thanks  for  journal. 

H.  J.  HILTON,  M.  D. 

Ann  Arbor. 

Will  our  readers  please  note  the  inquiry  of  Dr. 
Hilton,  and  reply  through  NEW  PREPARATIONS? 
[ED.] 


I    have    been    very     greatly 
Bladder-Wrack,     pleased  with   New  Prepara- 
tions, Vol.  I,  No.  4. 
Have    had    the   opportunity  of   using  bladder- 
wrack   for    obesity.     My    patient,    a   female,   and 
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mother  of  three  children,  became  exceedingly  fat ; 
was  affected  with  irregular  pulsations,  and  dyspnoea. 
Used  a  good  heart-regulator,  and  active  antibilious 
medicine,  without  success.  Was  very  greatly  re- 
lieved by  taking  3  viij  bladder-wrack  in  ext.  fl. 

Will  you  please  send  me  New  Preparations 
for  1877,  bound  in  paper?  also  make  me  a  sub- 
scriber for  the  present  year.  I  like  the  matter  of 
fact  description  of  the  therapeutic  powers  of  new 
articles,  as  expressed  in  your  work. 

The  October  number  is  full  of  sense,  and  gives 
as  much  scientific  information  as  any  other  32 
pages  of  matter  with  which  I  am  acquainted,  with 
"  rhetoric  "  sufficient  to  give  it  a  very  novel,  as  well 
as  truthful  character. 

Shall  doubtless  avail  myself,  in  my  practice,  with 
many  of  your  very  important  productions. 

JAMES  V.  TABOR,  M.  D. 

Washington  Co.,  Jackson  Brook,  Me. 


For  nearly  two  years  I 
Sulphate  of  Quinidia.  have  been  using  the  sul- 
phate of  quinidia  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  the  sulphate  of  quinia.  Having  no 
malaria  here,  I  cannot  testify  to  its  efficacy  in  those 
cases,  but  as  a  tonic  and  febrifuge  I  believe  quini- 
dia to  be  superior  to  quinia.  It  has  not  the  dis- 
agreeable, bitter  taste  so  often  complained  of  by 
patients  as  being  peculiar  to  the  latter,  while  I  have 
given  it  in  much  larger  doses  than  quinia  could 
possibly  be  given,  without  producing  its  constitu- 
tional effects.  As  a  tonic  I  prescribe  it  in  all  cases  in 
which  quinia  seems  to  be  indicated,  in  doses  rang- 
ing from  half  a  grain  to  five  grains.  I  once  gave 
48  grains  of  the  sulphate  of  quinidia  to  a  boy  four 
years  of  age,  with  no  other  effect  than  a  reduction 
of  the  temperature  from  105  °  to  100°  in  eighteen 
hours.  I  am  now  using  cinchonidia,  but  cannot 
speak  definitely  yet  of  its  virtues. 


In  a  case  of  asthma  occur- 
Grindelia  Robusta.  ring  in  a  girl  of  six  years,  I 
prescribed  the  fluid  extract 
of  grindelia  robusta  in  ten  drop  doses  every  three 
hours.  It  relieved  the  paroxysm  to  such  an  extent 
that  the  mother  omitted  it  after  the  little  patient 
became  easy,  "so  as  to  save  it  for  the  next  time." 
After  three  months,  the  paroxysms  are  less  severe 
and  less  frequent  than  formerly. 


A  short  time  since  I 
Bicarbonate  of  Soda,  had  an  opportunity  of  test- 
ing the  bicarbonate  of  soda, 
as  recommended  by  Dr.  Waters,  for  removing  the 
pain  from  burns  and  scalds.  A  boy  of  ten  years 
fell  into  a  pile  of  burning  shavings.  His  face  was 
l)urned  so  the  skin  came  off  one  side.  I  covered 
I  he  face  with  common  saleratus  over  which  I  laid 
a  wet  cloth.  In  five  minutes  the  pain  was  all  gone. 
He  received  no  other  treatment,  and  soon  recovered 
completely. 

I  We  have  several  times  found  common  laundry, 
or  toilet  soap,  when  saleratus  (soda  bi-carb.)  was 
not  at  hand,  equally  efficacious.  It  is  the  alkali 
action  that  is  needed.     Ed.J 


Guarana. 


Last  winter  I  reported  several 
successful  experiments  with  gfuar- 
ana  as  a  remedy  in  sick  headache. 
Since  then  I  have  seen  a  case  in  which  it  produced 
no  effect  whatever.  I  then  gave  an  ipecacuanha 
emetic  which  I  followed  with  a  half  drachm  dose  of 
chloroform,  producing  a  natural  and  quiet  sleep, 
from  which  the  patient  awoke  refreshed  and  free 
from  pain. 

JOHN  C.  STEWART,  A.  M..  M.  D. 
York,  Me.,  June  4lh,  1878. 


Jaborandi. 


I  tested  jaborandi  for  the 
first  time  a  few  weeks  since,  in 
a  case  of  hereditaiy.  dropsy  and 
gout,  in  which  the  feet,  ankles,  right  knee  and  right 
hand  were  enormously  large,  oedematous  (water 
oozing  freely  from  the  pores  at  the  feet).  I  used  an 
infusion  of : 

5      Fl.  Ex  Jaborandi,  |y. 
Aquce  Bullentis  Oj. 

Mix  and  cover  up  until  cool,  dose  two  tablespoon- 
fuls  morning  and  night,  on  empty  stomach,  abstain  ' 
ing  at  the  same  time  from  drinking  during  the  effect 
of  the  drug.  The  effect  was  wonderful ;  profuse  flow 
of  saliva,  and  perspiration.  I  asked  the  patient  how 
the  remedy  had  worked.  His  answer  was,  "My! 
hoiv  it  made  the  sap  run."  In  one  week  the  parts 
were  reduced  to  normal  size.  No  distress  of  any 
kind  was  experienced  in  the  fourteen  doses  exhibited. 
Your  fluid  extract  I  think  is  just  the  thing,  reliable 
and  handy,  and  is  by  far  more  uniform  in  its  thera- 
peutical effects  than  the  dried  plant,  which  must  be 
constantly  undergoing  changes  in  the  drying  process 
and  losing  more  or  less  of  its  properties,  besides 
not  being  as  uniform  as  vour  fluid  extract. 

WM.' ARMSTRONG,  M.  D. 

Providence,  Luzerne  Co.,  Penn'a. 


I  have  tried  Parke,  Davis  & 
Cascara  Sagrado.  Co.'s  fluid  extract  of  cascara 
sagrado  in  a  very  marked  case 
of  dyspepsia  and  constipation.  In  this  case  there  was 
a  deficiency  of  secretory  power  in  the  liver  and  glands 
of  the  alimentary  canal,  indicated  by  constipation, 
scant,  dry  stools,  flatulency,  and  indigestion.  I 
gave  40  drops  of  the  above  fluid  extract  twice  a 
day,  and  the  first  day  it  produced  two  or  three  soft, 
bilious  stools,  with  increased  appetite,  and  improved 
digestion.  In  a  few  days  the  patient  was  relieved 
of  the  constipation  and  the  dyspeptic  symptoms. 
I  have  not  found  any  remedy  that  acts  so  promptly. 
It  at  once  arouses  all  the  secretions.  It  has  the 
most  direct  power  over  the  liver  of  anything  I  have 
ever  used.  It  is  the  remedy  par  excellence  in  con- 
stipation, if  given  in  small  doses,  say  30  to  40  drops  ; 
if  given  in  large  doses,  it  will  purge,  and  is  rather 
incHned  to  gripe,  but  it  operates  mildly  as  an  ape- 
rient in  small  repeated  doses. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  it  increases  the  action 
of  the  pancreas  and  gastric  glands,  as  well  as  that 
of  the  liver.  There  is  nothing  that  more  power- 
fully improves  the  digestive  power  than  small  doses 
of  the  cascara  sagrado.  Dr.  Bun'ly  has  conferred 
an  inestimable  blessing  upon  the  profession,  and  the 
sick,  by  introducing  this,  as  well  as  some  other  new 
remedies.        Yours  truly,  I.  J.  M.  GOSS,  M.D. 

Marietta,  Ga. 


I    wish   to  give  you  my  testimonial 

Damiana.     in  regard  to  the  drug   tumera   aphro- 

disiaca.     A  gentleman,  Mr.  S.,  aet.  29, 

applied  to  me  for  treatment  for  atrophy  of  the  right 

testicle,   a  few  years  ago.     He  suffered  severely 

from  orchitis  in  that  testicle.    He  noticed  that,  after 

the  inflammation    passed   off,    it  began  shrinking, 

and  very  sensitive.     When   I  examined  it,  it  was 

soft  and  small.     I  put  him  fluid  ext.  damiana  some 

five  weeks  ago,  one  teaspoonful  three  times  daily. 

The  testicle  has  nearly  resumed  its  former  size,  and 

sensitiveness  all  gone.     "  Richard  is  himself  again." 

M.  D.  C.  M.  SUMMERTON,  M.D. 

SUNHILL,  Washington  Co.,  Ga.,  April  17,  1878. 


I    have   tried  coca  on  my  own  person  ; 
Coca,     get   stronger  flows  of  artery,  more  nerve 
power,  more   appetite.     Since   having  ty- 
phoid fever  last  fall,  and. dropsy   of  the   heart   as 
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sequel,  the  heart  has  been  irregular  in  action,  feeble 
in  pulsation,  and  very  painful.  Cocacalnis, 
strengthens,  steadies.  //  is  a  cardiac  tonic  through 
brain  and  cardiac  nerve.  'i.  .juo;. 

I  get  no  nerve  excitement ;  it  does  not  halluci- 
nate worth  a  cent.  It  may  be  owing  to  the  con- 
ditions under  which  I  took  it  (48  hours  almost  en- 
tirely without  sleep),  and  then  it  proved  an  excitant 
to  great  wakefulness ;  310  to  45  drop  doses ;  acts 
better  since  becoming  rested ;  the  calp),.is  .ippre 
from  sense  of  confidence.     More  anon. 


;-'-jiii 


fui; 


;i/i(ini 


„,  igiP¥;w<N,  f  ly^jc^*,  jwn?  ',»p.,  ^M- ,, 


,  Jl.  L.  KING,  mJ  v>. 


.Hi  !v..-J..-  !■ 


Sulph.   Cinchonidia. 
Salicylic  Acid. 
Phosphide  of  Zinc. 


Since  I  have  been  tak- 
ing your  journal  I  have  been 
greatly  benefited  by  the  in- 
formation received  from  it. 
I  would  not  be  without  it 
under  any  consideration.  ;i  ,  :  <ii  bnn  .vlMif.rl  bf!.-; 
I  have  used  sulph.  cinchdnidia  largely  in  my. 
practice,  and  as  a  tonic,  and  antimalarial  remedy ;  it 
has  «^z/^r  failed  me  yet.  I.  prefer  it  to  quinia  for 
the  reason  that  it  is  so  much  cheaper,  and  my  pa- 
tients take  it  so  much  better. 

I  have  tried  salicylic  acid  in  several  cases  of  acute 
articular  rheumatism,  with  very  great  success, 
especially  in  a  case  not  long  ago,  a  Mrs.  P.,  to 
whom  I  gsive  the  following :  .  s,..,-^^  j 

.  .,  R     Acidsalicy.,  Itj:'^^'-  ^  -■^^^-' 
^^^  Spr.  eth.  nit.,  %ss. 

l\y,  Syr.  Simp.  Q^s./t-.'^ij. 

,  jVl.  S.     Teaspoonful  every  six  hours,. 
.  In  three  days  she  was  entirely  relieved. 

Have  used  phosphide  of  zinc  pills,  in  one  case  of 
hysteria,  with  success  ;  have  no  doubt  but  that  they 
will  a/ways  prove  beneficial  in  that  class  of  diseases. 
!>:„■..;■.  ....^,..it..:.iL;A;MACKEY.  M.D. 
^  ,B,]?iyj9piJ,  Ipivva.  May  2^,  1^78. 


jai'Mij  '>^ 


— ~  ■  '!  jvr.rf  i 

The-  ■  fluid  'fext;^ '  ustiiago 
Ustllagb-'Maidis.  maidis  has  given  better  satis- 
Yerba  Santa.  '  • '(faction  than  any  preparation 
Grindelia  Robusta.  of  ergot  I  have  ever  used. 
It  is  intermittent  in  its  action. 
and  often  continuing,  with  gradually  diminishing 
force,  from  four  to  six  hours  after  delivery  in  primi- 
para  cases.  Verba  santa  I  have  used,  with  grin- 
delia robusta  in  asthma,  with  irritation  of  the  bron- 
chial mucous  membranes,  with  good  success.  One, 
a  young  man,  aet.  35,  has  often,  for  seven  or  eight 
years,  been  confined  to  the  house  for  two  or  three 
weeks  at  a  time,  unable  to  pursue  any  out-door 
employment.  Commenced  taking  the  above  in 
September  last;  has  not  had  an  attack  'Since; 
thinks  himself  cured.  >  jriMA/ : 

Miss  R.,  aet  17,  subject  to  severe  attacks  of 
asthma,  with  cough  and  bronchial  irritation ;  has 
spent  winters  South  by  the  advice  of  phy&ieiaas, 
supposed  to  be  unable  to  endufe  the  sudden 
changes  of  our  northern  climate.  Commenced 
taking  yerba  santa  and  grindelia  robusta  in  October 
last ;  attended  school  during  the  winter,  without 
an  attack,  and  is  apparently  cured.  un&Hiv  :.ijl; 

The  above  are  only  two  of  m.any  ca.ses/  should 
others  realize  equal  success. 

New  Preparations  has  conferred  a  great.- boon 
to  suffering  humanity..!,  - 

;iS.f.-,i,r.:  (.,,;,!:,  W.  G.  ELLIOTT,  M.  D. 

PoNTlACi 'Mich!.j.J"une4o,:r878i  M 

The  sample  of  grindelia 
Grindelia   Squarrosa.     squarrosa    received    from 

you  was  all  that  could  be 
expected  of  one  remedy.  I  gave  it  to  four  patients 
having  malarial  trouble  in   the  chronic  form,  with 


congestion  of  the  liver  and  enlargement  of  the 
spleen,  with  excellent  results.  In  connection  with 
the  former  trouble,  one  patient  was  subject  to  an 
attack '  of  sick  headache  every  two  weeks.  With 
the  use  of  grindelia  squarrosa.  §  j ;  glycerine, 
I  iij ;  teaspoonful  four  hours  apart,  she  has  re- 
covered entirely  from  ague  and  sick  headache. 

;  J.  A.  INGLES,  M.  D. 

MoREA,  Crawford  Co.,  Ills,,  July  3,  1878, 


I  wish,  through  your  journal  of 
Yerba  Santa.  New  Preparations,  to  report 
an  inveterate  case  of  chronic 
Bright's  disease  of  the  kidneys  of  eight  years'  du- 
ration. Any  one  wishing  to  communicate  with  the 
case  can  address  Thos.  Warren,  at  White  Rock, 
Kan.,  the  man  who  has  been  treated  and  cured 
with 
,       5      Yerba  santa,   §  ij. 

Glycerine,   \ij. 

Syr  i  of  /wild  cherry,   |_y.''"'' 

,  M.  S.i-^0ne  cj^ssert  spoonful  three  times  a  day. 
Took    the    prescription    three   months,  and  re- 
ported   himself  as   cured,  and  I  think  he  is,  for  1 
never  saw  such  a  marked  change  in  anyone  result- 
ing from  jtreatment  as  there  is  in  this  case. 

!  1   .!;,(/'  -lii  J.  J.  SCOTT.  M.  D. 

idWHiTE  Rock.,  Kansas. 


i  had  a  case  of  natural 
Ustiiago  Maidis.  labor,  but   tedious,  occu- 

11  'i>!.'ini;;     pying    neariy    two     days 

(46  hours).  Mrs.  Mv C,  age  30,  primipara,  pla- 
centa retained  nearly  one;  hour,  with  considerable 
hemorrhage.  I  administered  10  drops  fluid  ex- 
tract ustiiago  maidis,  and  in  1,5  minutes  the  pla- 
centa was  expelled.  I  then  repeated  the  ustiiago, 
five  drops,  it  acted  like  a  charm ;  that  was  on  the 
2d  of  the  present  month.,-  Patient  doing  welL  \ 
have  used  the  same  medicine  before  in  two  cases, 
with  same,  good  results.  I  formerly  used  ergot, 
but  .will, do  so, no  more.  More  anon, 
Respectfully  yours. 

J.  P.  SIDDALL.  M.  D. 
Indianapolis,,  Ind.,  April  8,  1878. 


I  have  used  your  fluid  extract  of 
Damiana,       damiana  in  three  cases  of  debility  of 
,.,,    ,;,  the  generative  organs;  one  very  bad 

case  pi  spermatorrhoea,  which  two  one-pound  bottles 
cured.     This  was  an  extreme  case,  where  the  ner- 
vous system  was  very  rt>ych,prositratpd, ,,  |t>vasthe 
only  remedy  I  used,    v:  .   ,■'       i-r-^-<-     .'i:    ■-    iv.- 
Most  respectfully  yours,  . 
.   ,      C.ALONZO  WILSON,  M.  D. 
WOLCOTXYILLE,  Ind.,  March  23,  1878. 

,  ,-;  ;,.,  .-.n  My  patient  weighed  240 
Fucus  Vesiculosus.  /pounds  when  she  com- 
Damiana.  menced  to, take  this  rem- 

edy— about  four  weeks 
ago— and  now  weighs  eight  pounds  less,  and  feels 
better  than  she  has  in  ten  years.  ; ; 

She  expressed  great  confidence  in  the  remedy, 
and  will  anxiously  wait  for  some  more.  When  she 
commenced  this  remedy  she  was  increasing  m 
weight  so  fast  that  she  became  apprehensive  of 
apoplexy.  She  at  first  had  no  confidence  m  the 
remedy,  and  it  was  with  the  utmost  reluctance  that 
she  consented  to  test  it. 

The  damiana  gives  complete  satisfaction  m  all 
the  cases  that  I  have  tested  it  in.     Have  not  tried 
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it  fully,  but  am  pleased  with  it  so  far.     Will  report 
after  a  few  more  tests. 

Respectfully  yours, 

C.  S.  MAYNARD,  ^I,' 

Paw  Paw.  Mich.,  March  22,  1878. 


D. 


Yours  received,  desiring  a 
Cactus  Grandiflorus  detailed  statement  of  my 
case  in  regard  to  the  action  of 
the  cactus  grand.  About  1 8  years  since  I  was  taken 
with  intermittent  pulse  from  the  tOxic  effect  of 
tailing  too  large  doses  of  Fowler's  solution,  but  on 
leaving  off  the  medicine  it  ceased  and  has  not 
troubled  me  since,  until  last  summer.  I  indulged 
in  smoking  some  cigars,  and  not  being  in  the  habit 
of  smoking  it  produced  intermittent  pulse  again,  and 
this  time  more  incorrigible.  I  tried  verat.  virid-. 
geisemin.,  digitalis,  etc.,  to  no  avail,  until  your 
circular  brought  to  my  notice  the  cactus  grand.  I 
procured  some  from  Morrisson,  Plummer  &  Co., 
of  this  city,  and  have  been  taking  gtts.  iv  five 
or  six  times  a  day  for  the  last  two  months.  It  has 
acted  admirably.  I  have  been  gradually  improv- 
ing in  every  respect;  brain,  heart,  kidneys  and 
organs  generally,  until  I  feel  as  well  as  1  ever  did, 
and  my  pulse  has  become  normal  again,  and  1 
think  permanently  so.  I  am  now  prescribing  it  for 
H,case  almost  similar  to  mine,  only  longer  stand- 
ing.    Will  report. 

Yours  very  truly, 

J.  T.  WRIGHT,  M.  D. 
Chicago,  kpril  to.  1878.  394  Park  ave. 


Yefba  Santa, 


Since  writing  you  last  I  hrave 
tested  yerba  santa  in  functional 
derangements  of  the  kidneys 
and  urinary  apparatus  in  acute  and  chronic  forms, 
and  I  find  it  very  efficacious  in  bringing  about  a 
healthy  action  in  all  the  excretory  functiorvs  of  the 
animal  economy.  Hence  we  might  say  that  yerba 
santa  is  an  alterative,  especially  adapted  to  all  ab- 
normal conditions  of  the  secretions  and  excretions 
from  almost  any  cause.  ;;•  ■ 

A  few  days  since  was  called  to  see  a  young  man 
who  had  kidney  disease  for  about  six  weeks  ;  had 
been  treated  four  weeks  by  a  homeopath,  and  as 
he  was  no  better  he  applied  to  me.  I  gave  him 
one-fourth  fluid  dram  four  times  a  day,  and  in  four 
days  was  "all  right,"  as  he  expressed  it. 

I  think  it  is  more  potent  than  any  other  diuretic 
with  which  I  am  acquainted.  I  am  now  testing 
cascara  sagrado  in  two  obstinate  cases  of  habitual 
constipation,  one  of  which  is  complicated  with 
dyspepsia.  Will  report  in  the  near  future! 
Truly  yours, 

GEO.  W.  MALLORY.  M.  D. 
Lowell,  Mich.,  March  23,  ,1878. 


I  have  never  used  any'kind 
Cascara  Sagrado.  of  treatment  that  has  acted 
so  grandly,  if  I  may  use  the 
term,  as  cascara  sagrado  has  in  my, practice.  I 
have  prescribed  the  same  in  over  a  half  dozen 
cases  of  obstinate  cortstipation  with  the  best  of 
success,  restoring  a  healthy  action  in  every  case. 
Yours  trulv, 

C.  C,  DELLENBAUGH,  M.  D. 
PORTi^Xft?>f']uly  3,  1878.     ■■    ' 
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Caution. 


■■'f.ii 


VARIETY  of  the  berbens.  known 
vulgarly  as  the  Oregon  grape  plant, 
has  been  shipped  to  the  eastern  mar- 
ket by  parties  in  California  as  the 
true  berbet'is  aguifolium.  -  The  Oregon  grape  is  a 
distinct  variety  of  the  berberis  family,  designated 
as  the  Vattcouvcrt'a,  and  possesses  quite  different 
properties.  The  practice  of  placing  on  the  market 
false  varieties  of  new  plants  is  one  to  be  greatly 
deprecated,  as  liable  to  cause  a  loss  of  confidence 
in  new  drugs  by  their  failure  to  produce  expected 
results.  Physicians  should  exert  every  effort  to 
secure  the  true  drug  from  responsible  dealers. 


Pilocarpine,  or  Piiocarpia. 

|]N  reply -to  several  queries  from  our  cor- 
respondents relative  to  this  alkaloid, 
we  will  state  that  at  present  writing  the 
price  is  so  high  as  to  practically  drive 
it  from  the  market.  It  is  prepared  from  the  Brazi- 
lian drug  jaborandi,  which  may  be  satisfactorily 
used  as  a  substitute  in  the  form  of  the  fluid  extract. 
We  extract  from  an  article  on  this  subject  by  Dr. 
Squibb,  in  the  vV.  Y.  Med.  Journal : 

"  The  active  principle  has  been  isolated,  and  is  an 
alkaloid.  It  is  called  pilocarpine,  properly,  piiocar- 
pia. It  is  a  viscous  or  semi-solid,  unmanageable 
substance,  slightly  soluble  in  water,  and  freely 
soluble  in  chloroform,  ether  and  alcohol.  Its  salts 
with  organic  acids  are  uncrystallizable,  but  with 
nitric,  sulphuric  and  hydrochloric  acids  are  crystal- 
lizable,  and  soluble  in  water  in  almost  any  propor- 
tion. The  hydrochlorate  and  the  nitrate  are  in  com- 
mon use.  These  are  sold  at  the  same  price  by  the 
importers  (thirty-five  to  forty  cents  a  grain),  but 
the  hydrochlorate  is  the  more  efficient,  as  the  re- 
lative amount  of  acid  in  the  two  salts  is  as  thirty- 
six  to  fifty-four,  the  difference  being  made  up  by 
the  base,  which  alone  is  active." 


Married. 

T  Saginaw  City,  on  the  evening  of  the 
loth  inst.,  our  former  classmate,  F'rof. 
Charles  H.  Stowell.  M.  D.,  of  the 
Physiological  Laboratory  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan,  to  Miss  Louisa  M.  Reed, 
M.  S.,  of  the  School  of  Pharmacy,  University  of 
Michigan.  With  the  physiological  and  micro- 
scopical researches  of  Dr.  Stowell  our  readers  are 
all  familiar.  Miss  Reed  is  not  less  widely  known 
in  pharmacal  circles  for  her  microscopical  work  in 


this  department,  and  in  botany.  Recently  she  has 
been  engaged  in  a  series  of  finely  illustrated 
articles  in  New  Remedies,  upon  the  "  detection  of 
adulterations  by  means  of  the  microscope."  She 
is  also  engaged  as  microscopist  in  the  projected 
"Woodruff  scientific  expedition  around  the  world." 
We  wish  them  both  joy  and  prosperity,  "  unsophisti- 
cated "  and  "  unadulterated,"  and  in  macroscopical 
measures,  in  their  new  sphere. 

Red  Blood  Corpuscle. 

OUR  editorial  claiming  Dr.  Stowell  to 
be  the  first  to  demonstrate  the  nu- 
cleus in  the  red  blood  corpuscle  does 
great  injustice  to  Prof.  Freer,  of  Chi- 
cago, now  deceased.  Prof.  Freer 
demonstrated  the  red  blood  corpuscle  nucleus  to 
the  writer  in  1868,  having  discovered  the  nucleus  a 
year  prior.  Prof.  Freer  exsiccated  the  cells,  and 
the  nucleus  was  plainly  visible  under  reflected 
light  on  these  carefully  dried  blood  cells.  Dr. 
Freer  demonstrated  these  cells  to  German  profes- 
sors at  Berlin,  Munich,  etc.  But  since  the  profes- 
sor came  from  America  Q)  no  attention  was  paid 
him.  Dr.  Wm.  C.  Hunt,  of  this  city,  as  well  as 
the  entire  faculty  of  Rush  Medical  College,  and 
many  other  M.  D.'s  throughout  the  country,  can 
substantiate  this.  I  take  this  liberty  in  addressing 
you,  as  Prof.  Freer  is  no  longer  amongst  us  to 
speak  for  himself. 

Yours  in  truth. 

Dr.  JULIUS  HOFFMAN. 
By  addiessing  Dr.  Wm.  C.  Hunt,  Dearborn 
avenue,  near  Chicago  avenue,  or  Dr.  F.  Wads- 
worth,  229  Ontario,  Chicago,  111.  (his  former  assist- 
ants), you  might  ascertain  when  Dr.  Freer  first  pub- 
lished his  discovery.  I  saiu  the  nucleus  myself  in 
1868,  and  mentioned  the  fact  to  Prof.  Koellicker, 
in  Wuerzburg,  Germany,  in  1869,  and  to  Prof. 
Strieker,  of  Vienna,  in   1871. 

REPLY. 
We  have  written  to  the  references  Dr.  Hoffman 
has  given  us  for  further  confirmation  in  this  mat- 
ter, but  can  get  no  answer.  However,  Prof. 
Stowell  never  made  the  claim  that  he  was  the  first 
to  demonstrate  the  nucleus;  he  luas'Cnt  first,  how- 
ever, to  demonstrate  it,  by  satisfactory  methods,  in 
this  country  we  fully  believe.  We  know  there  has 
been  a  supposed  nucleus  seen  at  various  times,  but 
it  was  always  found  to  be  due  to  some  error  in  the 
glass,  or  in  the  mal-action  of  the  reagents  used,  or 
else  in  the  "  eye  "  of  the  ambitious  manipulator. 
The  very  method  given  b)-  our  correspondent 
above,  that  of  examining  dried  corpuscles,  is 
ripe  with  chances  for  fallacious  deductions.  In 
the  first  place  we  cannot  understand  how  "  re- 
flected light "  can  be  handled  so  as  to  use,  even  so 
low  a  power  as  a  one-eighth  objective.  It  is  well- 
known  that  lenses  to  work  satisfactorily  upon 
the  nucleus  of  the  red  blood  corpuscles  (and  the 
nucleolus  which  it  has,  as  Prof.  Stowell  has  recent- 
ly demonstrated),  are  of  necessity  "immersion" 
lenses,  where  no  reflected  light  is  possible  from  the 
very  nature  of  things.  We  doubt  very  much  if  the 
red  corpuscle  itself  could  be  seen  by  reflected  light 
at  all.  It  is  one  of  the  smallest  objects  that  we, 
as  histological   microscopists,  have  to   handle,  and 
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our  best  and  finest  glasses  arc  needed  to  work  it  up 
satisfactorily. 

Furthermore,    dried    cells,   so    far    as    we    are 
acquainted  with  them,  are  very  unsatisfactory  to 
handle  ;  the  light  bothers  too   much  by  being  re- 
fracted,   etc.,  to  make   s.uch  very  desirable  speci- 
mens.    And  as  to  dried  blood  cells,  any  one  at' all 
acquainted  with  their  microscopic  characters  can 
well  understand  how  irregular  is  their  appearance, 
and  how  liable  any  one  would  be  to  draw  erroneous 
opinions  from  a  microscopic  examination  of  them. 
Histologists  usually  prefer  specimens  in  a  normal 
state,  and  their  ingenuity  is  taxed  to  the  utmost  to 
invent  preservative  fluids,  so  as  to  keep  specimens 
in  such  a  condition.     Prof.  Freer,   it  seems  then, 
regarded  this  of  no  moment.     We  think,  that  had 
this  been   belie\ed    to   be   what   Prof.   Freer  sup- 
posed he  demonstrated   (as  he  showed  his  cells  to 
so  many  professors  and  eminent  men  in  histology 
and    microscopy   in    America    and    Europe),    we 
would    not    have    had   to    have  waited    ten    years 
longer  for  the  demonstration  of  the  actual  nucleus 
of  the  red  blood-corpuscle.     We  are  not  a  "  profes- 
sional "  microscopist,   still   we   have   handled    the 
tube  almost  daily  for  a  great   many  years  in  inves- 
tigating the  many  normal    and  abnormal    micro- 
scopical cells   of  the  corpus  kurnanum,  and  from 
what  we  know  of  the  nature  of  the  red  blood-cell 
I  we  should  hate  fearfully  to  rest  our  diagnosis  of  a 
nucleus  in  the  same,  from  the  appearance  of  an  ex- 
siccated specimen.     It  was  undoubtedly  this,  and 
not   because    Professor  Freer  was   an  American, 
that   led    the    German    histologists    to  slight   his 
claims  as  a  red  blood-corpuscle — nucleus — discov- 
erer.    His  Chicago  confreres  undoubtedly  hesitated 
to  believe  it  for  the  same  reason,  and  not  because 
he  was  an  American,  with  themselves. 

That  Case  of  Psoriasis. 

there  has  been  some  little  questioning 
of  the  authenticity  of  this  case,  re- 
])orted  in  our  April  issue,  of  the  won- 
derful effects  of  berberis  aquifolium, 
we  took  the  liberty  to  ask  for  a  brief  statement 
from,  the  patient.  Mr.  Hall.  This  is  what  he 
writes  us  : 

Sir — 1  think  that  I  am  in  duty  bound  lo  bear 
testimony  to  the  virtues  of  berberis  aquifolium. 
having  received  almost  miraculous  benefits  from  it 
in  psoriasis.  I  have  jjeen  troubled  for  the  past  six 
or  seven  years,  and  believe  there  could  not  be 
found  in  Michigan  a  finer  developed  specimen  than 
mine,  being  completely  covered  from  head  to  foot 
with  those  charming  incrustations. 

The  only  ill  effect  that  I  felt  was  my  inai:)ilily  to 
work  at  my  trade  as  a  machinist.  It  neyer  was 
irritable,  but  the  fact  of  its  being  there'  almost 
drove  me  crazy.  I  went  to  England,  and  at- 
tended the  Royal  Hospital  for  Skin  Diseases  about 
three  months.  The  chief  thing  administered  was 
Fowler's  Solution,  and  in  about  six  months  got 
better.  Was  well  for  about  one  year,  when  again 
it  made  its  appearance  in  a  worse  form,  and  I  was 
induced  to  try  berberis  aquifolium.  I  had  an 
3-ounce  bottle,  and  at    the  outset  I  experienced  a 


tingling  sensation  of  the  skin,  which  lasted  for 
some  time,  and  then  found  the  exfoliation  grad- 
ually getting  less  and  less.  After  taking  the  ber- 
beris about  six  weeks  in  teaspoonful  doses  four 
times  a  day,  it  ceased  to  form,  and  the  red  dis- 
coloration gradually  disappeared.  There  is  only 
one  obstinate  patch  about  the  size  of  a  2-cent 
piece  on  my  knee,  but  that  does  not  form  any 
scales,  and  gives  me  no  inconvenience.  If  you 
think  proper  you  can  pubHsh  this  statement.  I 
can  produce  half  a  dozen  medical  gentlemen  that 
saw  me  before  taking  the  berberis,  and  I  was  in- 
deed a  picture  of  miser)-.  I  never  deviated  from 
my  regular  course  of  diet,  and  cannot  ascribe  the 
cure  to  anvthing  else  but  berberis. 

S.  HALL. 
Uetroi  r. 

Annual  Meeting  of  Association  of  Medi- 
cal Editors. 


HE  fifth  annual  meeting  of  medical 
editors  was  held  on  Monday  evening, 
June  3,  at  the  Tifft  House,  Buffalo. 
There  were  present  the  following 
medical  gentlemen,  representing  the  several  jour- 
nals mentioned  : 

Dr.  John  P.  Gray,  the  president,  in  the  chair, 
representing  the  American  Journal  of  Insanity, 
and  Dr.  F.  H.  Davis,  of  the  Chicago  Medical  Ex- 
aminer, the  recording  secretary.  Besides  these 
gentlemen,  there  were  present  the  following: 
William  Brodie.  editor  Michigan  Medical  News; 
Theophilus  Parvin.  t<\\ior  American  Practitioner; 
C.  Henri  Leonard,  editor  New  Preparations; 
J.  J.  Mulheron,  editor  Michigan  Medical  News ; 

E.  S.  Dunster,  editor  Michigan  Medical  News ; 
Leartus  Connor,  editor  Detroit  Lancet ;  N.  S. 
Davis,    ex-editor     Chicago    Medical   Examiner ; 

F.  H.  Davis,  ex-editor  Chicago  Medical  Examifter; 
Thomas  F.  Runabold.  editor  St.  Louis  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal ;  J.  F.  Miner,  E.  N.  Brush  and 
VV.W.  Miner,  editors  Buffalo  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal ;  R.  O.  Cowling,  editor  Louisville  Medi- 
cal N'ews.  Representatives  from  many  of  the  other 
journals  did  not  arrive  in  time  to  take  part  in  the 
meeting. 

In  the  future  we  would  suggest  the  propriety  of 
holding  the  session  of  medical  editors  at  a  consider- 
ably later  period  in  the  days  of  the  meeting  of  the 
American  Medical  Association  than  this  was  held,  so 
as  to  give  an  opportunity  for  more  journal  repre- 
sentatives to  take  part  in  the  proceedings. 
r,,The  president  read  an  address  upon  the  Laws 
Governing  Insanity  in  England  and  America. 
Though  a  little  m'al  a  propos  for  the  occasion,  it 
was  a  very  instructive  paper.  Discussion  of  it  was 
elicited  from  Drs.  N.  S.  Davis,  of  Chicago ;  Wm. 
Brodie.  of  Detroit;  Foster  Pratt,  of  Kalamazoo, 
and  J.  P.  White,  of  Buffalo. 

Drs.  E.  S.  Dunster.  of  Aim  Arbor,"  and  E.  N. 
Brush,  of  Buffalo,  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
nominate  officers  for  the  ensuing  year.  The  fol- 
lowing names  were  presented  by  the  committee, 
and  were  duly  elected  by  the  association..  .. 

President,  Williani  Brodie,  Detroit;  vice-presi- 
dent, Julius  F.  Miner.  Buffalo ;  secretary,  F.  H. 
Davis.  Chicago.  , 

After  the  election  of  thie  officers,  the  meeting  was 
adjourned  until  the  Monday  evening  preceding  the 
next  meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion, which  will  he  held  at  Atlanta.  Georgia. 
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Fifty-Seventh  Annual  Repor'^'^'ot''  the 
New  York  Eye  anei  Ear  Infirmary,  for 
THE  Year  1877. 

From  the  report  we  learn  there  ha\e  been  7,21 1 
eye  cases,  2,679  ^^r  cases,  and  640  nose  and  throat 
Gases  therein  treated  during-  the  past  year.  Ave- 
rage daily  attendance  at  all  the  cliniques,  108.  The 
report  also  contained  a  somewhat  detailed  account 
of  90  cataract  extractions  made  by  the  ophthalmic 
staff  during  the  two  years  ending  December  31, 
1877.  Of  these,  64  per  cent  are  graded  "perfect 
successes."  This  report  is  especially  interesting 
to  our  ophthalmological  readers,  but  we  have  no 
room  to  quote  farther.  The  institution  is  the 
largest  in  the  United  States,  and  aumbers  among 
its  surgeons  some  of  the  leading  ''specialists  "  of 
New  York  city. 

First  Annual  Report  of  the  Eye  and 
Ear  Department  of  St.  Mary's  Hospital, 
and  St.  Mary's  Free  Eye  and  Ear  Infirm- 
ary, for  the  Year  Ending  June  i,  1878. 

From  it  we  learn  there  have  been  94  ear  cases 
and  396  eye  cases  treated.  Cataract  is  marked 
with  15  cases;  iridectomy.  30;  enucleation,  13. 
This  is  certainly  a  good  showmg,  so  far  as  "  work  " 
performed  is  concerned,  for  the  initial  year  of  any 
similar  institution.  Surgeon,  Eugene  Srnithj, As- 
sistant Surgeon,  C.  J.  Lundy.  ',    "*'"  '^',7"- 

Eyi.OGY  UPON  Lunsford  p.  Yandell,  M.  D., 
by  Theodore  S.  Bell,  M.  D;,  Louisville.  Reprint 
irovci  American  Practitwuer,  h^rWtiBijZ.       \  ■. 

.  This  is  ah  able  address  upon  the  scientific  at- 
tainments and  moral  virtues  of  this  late  distin- 
guished man, 

The  Brain:  A  Journal  .o'F''l!^rEUROLOGY. 
Edited  by  '^.  C.  Bucknill,  M.' D.,  J.  Crichion- 
Browne,  M.  D.,  D.  Ferrier,  M.  D.,  and  J.  Httgh- 
ivtgs-'Jacksdn,  M,  D. 

This  is  a  new  illustrated  quarterly  of  142  octavo 
pages  each  number,  issued  by  MacMillan  &  Co.,  of 
New  York  city,  at  $4  per  year.  The  purport  of 
77^1?  Brain  is,  as  its  editors  announce,  "  to  keep 
its  readers  well  abreast  of  modern  progress  in 
neurology,  and  to  advance  the  knowledge  of  a  class 
of  diseases  respecting  which,  it  is  universally  ad- 
mitted, there  is  yet  much  to  be  learnt."  From  the 
men  at  the  head  of  the  journal  as  editors,  and  the 
body  of  contributors  announced  (which  embraces 
the  leading  brain-workers  interested  in  this  special 
department  of  brain-ology  in  America,  France 
and  Germany,  and  other  countries  of  Europe),  we 
doubt  not  that  this  most  excellent  organ  of — 
rnan  (we  were  about  to  use  the  editorial  "ours," 
but  modesty  forbade  us,  lest  the  St^  Louis  Clinical 
Record  might  take  sad  offense  to  anything  of  the 
kind,  as  it  seems  to  go  mad  'over  any  allusion,  no 
matter  how  remote,  to  a  kephaline  article  or  *'  (?r- 
^««"),  will  be  thoroughly  and  scientifically  con- 
sidered. To  our  hosts  of  readers,  and  especially 
the  extra  Hazardows  (no  lunacy  or  brain-aberra- 
tion intimated)  acephalic  St.  Louis  Clinical  7?^- 
f<?rflf,  we  especially  commend  this  new  venture  of 
medical  journaHsm.  (Parenthetically  :  as  our  St. 
Louis  contemporary  seems  to  run  all  to  stomach — 
pardon  us,  chicken  gizzard  or  ingluvin — we  presume, 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  he  would  much  prefer  to  have 
re(a)d  .//«rl?''on  that  orgafn.  However,  chacuna 
son  go^t.)  / 


NEW  Medicines:  A  Monthly  Journal  of  Pro- 
gressive Medicine  and  Pharmacy,  published  at 
Atlanta,  Georgia.  * 

This  is  another  of  the  new-comers  into  this  cold 
and  almost  inhuman  journalistic  world  of  ours. 
It  is  edited  by  Ferdinand  King,  M.  D.,  and  L.  G. 
Alexander,  M.  D.,  and  sent  for  $1  per  year.  It 
has  early  fallen  into  bad 'w^ys,  even  as  its  motto 
m6.\c2X&s— non  7nulta,  sed  multum — not  of  many 
things  yet,  but  much,  as  regards  the  patent-right 
"iodia."  We  hope  it  will  see  the  error  of  its 
ways  and  reform,  for  it  is  too  newsy  a  journal  to 
be  thus  prostituted.  Its  articles  are  usually  short, 
and  to  the  point.  ;  ^ 

Old  Age  :  Its  Diseases  and  its  Hygiene. 
By  the  late  Lunsford  P.  Yandell,  M.  D.  Reprint 
from  the  American  Practitioner,  of  February, 
1878. 

in  a  note  by  Prof.  Parvin,  the  editor  of  The  Prac- 
titioner, at  the  end  of  the  pamphlet,  we  are  informed 
that  "just  as  the  form  containing  this  most  inter- 
esting paper  was  going  to  press,  the  message  of 
the  death  of  its  author  was  received.  A  peculiar 
interest,  therefore,  attaches  to  these,  the  last  words 
to  the  profession  of  one  of  its  noblest  and  most 
illustrious  members."  In  a  note  accompanying 
the  MSS.,  Dr.  Parvin  adds,  the  author  remarked  : 
"  This  probably  is  the  last  of  my  contributions  to 
medical  journalism."  This,  alas,  was  only  a  too 
true  prophecy.  The  last  line  he  ever  wrote  was 
in  regard  to  this  article,  writing  his  son,  asking  "to 
see  the  proof  of  my  article  on  Old  — — ,"  here  his 
hand  faltered,  and  the  remainder  of  the  sentence 
was  illegible. 

Contributions  to  Operative  SurgerV 
AND  Surgical  Pathology.  By  J.  M.  Camo- 
chan,  M.  D.,  formerly  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the 
New  York  Medical  College,  Surgeon-in-Chief  of 
State  Emigrants'  Hospital,  etc.  Illustrations  drawn 
from  nature.  NeWjjYptk  ;  Harper  &  Bros.  Large 
4to.     1877,  1878.  ' 

Parts  I  and  II  combined  contain  64  pp.  of  let- 
ter-press and  two  full-paged  lithographs;  price 
$1.  It  treats  of  elephantiasis  arabum  of  lower 
extremity  successfully  treated  by  ligature  of  the 
femoral,  with  history  of  other  cases ;  of  the  head 
and  face  and  neck  siiccessfully  treated  by  liga- 
ture of  both  common  carotids.  Also  contains  es- 
sdys  upon  ligature  of  the  femoral  for  secondary 
haemorrhages  following  thigh  amputations,  and 
from  wounds  of  plantar  and  .tibial  arteries. 

Part  III  has  58  pages  of  letter-press  and  IWjO 
full-paged  Hthographs.  It  treats  of  the  amputa- 
tion of  the  inferior  maxilla,  with  several  successful 
cases,  and  the  time  for  operating  in  extensi\i6i'rn' 
juries,  followed  by  shock  and  collapse.       .'       li; 

These  "  contributions"  by  this  learned  and  emi- 
'neht  surgeon  are  to  be  issued  to  the  number  of 
ten,  to  complete  the  set,  the  above  being  fair  speci- 
mens of  What  the  remaining  seven  are  to  be. 
Any  One  interested  specially  in  surgery  can  ill)' 
afford  to  be  without  this  series  of  practical  mono- 
graphs, for  this  is  virtually  what  the  series  will  be. 
upon  most  of  the  capital  operations  in  this  special 
field.  The  publishers  are  doiiig  their  share  in  a 
worthy  presentation  of  the  work,  and  the  illustrious 
surgeon,  you  can  be  well  assured,  has  and  will  do 
his., 

Cincinnati  Lancet  and  Clinic. — This  excel- 
lent weekly  is  formed  by  the  combination  of  the 
f ornier  Lancet  and  Observer  and  Clinic.  It  is  an 
excellent  journal,  each  number  containing  16  large 
octavo  pages.  Terms,  $3.50  per  year,  in  advance. 
Drs.  J.  C.  Culbertson  and  J.  G.  Hyndman  are  its 
editors. 
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Annual  Announcement  of  the  Depart- 
ment OF  Medicine  and  Surgery  of  the 
University  of  Michigan  for  1878-9.  ,( 

-Within  the  past  year  this  institution  has  extended 
Its'  course  of  study  to  nine  months,  therebj-  secur- 
ing, it  is  hoped,  a  more  thorough  training  of  its 
graduates.  A  graded  three-year  course  has  also 
been  established,  and  it  is  earnestly  recommended 
that  all  matriculants  avail  themselves  of  the  benefit 
of  the  graded  course.  Examinations  will  be  held 
on  September  28th  and  30th  for  admission ;  this 
will  be  in  writing  upon  Arithmetic,  Histon,',  Geog- 
raphy, Forms  of  Government,  etc. 

A  special  course  of  lectures  in  microscopical 
work  is  to  be  given  by  Prof.  Stowell  at  the  Physio- 
logical Laborator}'. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Regents  held 
June  25,  1878,  a  recommendation  made  by  the 
"Committee  on  the  Medical  Department "  .was 
adopted.  Said  recommendation  provides  for  the 
appointment  annually,  by  the  Board,  of  two  hoifnoeo- 
pathic  physicians  of  the  State,  who  jointly  with  the 
Faculty  of  the  Homoeopathic  College  shall  "have 
sole  chargi  of  all-  examinations  in  said  Homoeopa- 
thic College." 

From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  none  of  the  Pro- 
fessors of  the  Faculty  of  th<:  Department  of  Medi- 
cine and  Surgery  are  any  longer  required  to  exam- 
ine any  student  of  the  Homoeopathic  College,  or  to 
make  any  statement,  or  to  afford  any  evidence  of 
any  kind  to  be  used  toward  their  graduation  in 
-homoeopathy,  or  for  any  other  purpose,  or- to  take 
cognizance  in  any  way  of  students  in  exclusive  or 
sectarian  medicinej   u.  t(i;.i,;  .\ym'.\  ii,.;,,;i   - 

Catalogues,  and  ini(M?raatit>n-ca^  I  bei  obtained  by 

J__J ■!:'; jA'A\i^\\i)'.\A\\ L '  t\^w     r.    '      '  


writing    to  the  dean,  Prof.  A.  B,  Palmer,,  M.  D., 

,  Ajin^'^rbor,  Mich. 

Sixth  Annual  Report  of  the  Births, 
Marriages  and  Deaths  in  the  State  of 
Michigan,  for  the  Year  1877.  By  Henry  B. 
Baker,  M.  D.,  Supt.  of  Vital  Statistics.  Lansing, 
1872. 

From  it  we  learn  there  were  43,950  births  in 
1872,  or  about  five  per  hour;  24,475  being, males, 
and  19.475  fema!:.^?v  August  was  the  most  prolific 
month,  September  being  next./  January  was  the 
least  prolific  of  all.  The  number  of  marriages  re- 
corded was  9,882,  or  a  little  more  than  one  per 
hour.  December  seems  to  be  the  month  that 
Cupid  oftenest  surrendered  his  arrows  to  Hymen's 
torch,  as  we  should  naturally  infer  from  the  fact 
that  'he  Goddess  of  Maternity  delighted  most  to 
hold  her  receptions  and  levees  in  the  starry  nights 
of  August  and  September.  '  The  deaths  were 
21,071,  August  and  September  being  the  months 
of  greatest  mprtality,  lung  and  bowel  diseases 
being  the  most  frequent  on  the  list ;  the  former  for 
adults,  the  latter  for  children  ;  the  greatest  scourge 
was  "  consura,ption.", 


A     C(ii.WPLETE 


end'  '  of 
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PLKS  AND  Practice  of  Medicine.    By  S.  H. 

Poster.  M.  D.  •    '       '•"'•.  •■    i    ■ 

In  this  t'he  author '.seelis'to  give  •th^%ss'feVV|ti'al's  bf 
the  eclectic  practice  of  medicine  in  monthly  install- 


ments, aiming  to  complete  the  whole  during  Ihe 
year.     Parts  i  to  6  inclusive  are  now  out.     Price 
for  the  whole,  I2. 
Hamilton,  Ohio. 
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Damiana  IN' -Diseases  of  the  Genito-Uri- 
nary  Organs. — Says  the  learned  Ooss,  "  Re- 
duced sexual  power,  from  whatever  cause  it 
may  arise,  is  one  of  the  mdst  distressing  of  mal- 
adies, arid  is  therefore  entitled  to  the  deepest 
sympathy  and  consideration  on  the  .part  of  the 
honest  practitionei',  by  whom  unfortunately  it  is 
rarely  discussed."  . 

Dr.  Gross  also  says  from  the  intimate  connection 
which  exists  between  the  urethra,  the  prostate 
gland,  the  seminal  vesicles,  ejaculatory  and  the 
fliffer-ntial  ducts,  and  the  tubes,  it  is  not  surprising 
'hat  les'ons  of  that  passage  should  exert  a  power- 
ful effect  upon  the  functions  of  generation,  whether 
that  effect  be  due  to  the  extension  of  morbid  action 
through  continuity  of  structure,  or  to  reHex  action. 
Hence  it  is  that  many  persons  affected  with  -ure- 
thral disorders  suffer  from  more  or  less  marked  dis- 
turbance in  their  sexual  power,  amounting  in'  some 
instances  to  impotence,  or  inability  to  copulate, 
either  from  inability  of  introcession  or  premature 
ejaculation,  both  states  being  associated  with  im- 
perfect or  transient  erections.  In  marly  cases' de- 
pendent upon  stricture,  inflammation,  hyperassthesia 
of  the  posterior  portion  of  the  urethra. 

Case  I.^T.  W.,  a  young  gentleman  of  we.alth 
and  somevyhat  "roue,"  cv.lled  at  my  office  Sept. 
25th,  the  very  picture  of  health;  agecl  about  30; 
complains  of  a  failure  in  his  effort  at  population, 
owing  to  a, partial  loss  of  erectije  effort."  ^h  ex- 
amination I  found  the  history  of  excessive  venery 
only.  The  sound  exploration  failed  to  discover 
either  stricture  or  tenderness  of  the  urethral  tract.. 
.\ll  other  functions  being  normal,  I  advised  him" 
simple  rest  for  a  couple  of  weeks.  After  due  trial 
he  returned  reporting  treatment   so  far  a  failure. 


I  thert  placed  him  upbn  the  fluid  eytricf  damiana, 
tablespoonful  doses,  well  diluted,  to  be  taken  morn- 
ing and  evening,  together  with  a  generous  diet,  and 
a  respite  from  all  genital  exercise.  After  ten  days 
of  such  treatment  he  reported  himself  fully  re-habi- 
litated and  full}'  potent.  '        ' 

CasE'^' II,  Sept.  2d.'— A  gentleman  of  middle 
life,  aged  in  the  fifties';'  Mr.  D.,  dalls  concerning  an 
indescribable  pain  or  sensation  about  the  head, 
with  a' loss  of  power  and  desire  for  sexual  con- 
nection ;  attributed  it  to  great  and  continued  trouble 
in  his  business  relations.  On  '  examination  1  failed 
to  find  any  lesions  of  the  genito-urinary  organs  or 
functional  disturtence  of  his  alimentary  canal. 
Indeed,  he  seemed  in  all  respects  a  fair  specimen  of 
health,  with  the  two  exception's  named.'  I  ordered 
him  free  use  of  damiana,  'andoccasionally,vvheh'the 
pain  in  the  head  was  severe,  application  of  the  con- 
stant current  of  electricity  to  the  nape  of  his  neck, 
down  the  spinal  column.  His  treatment  was  con- 
tinued several  weeks  with  very  fair  results,  though 
his'business  troubles  \Vere  still  on  his  mind. 

Case  III.— W.  E.  J.,'aged  24,  called  Dec.  loth, 
apparently  in  good  health,  but  complaining  of  in- 
ability to  pe'rforrti  the  sexual  act.  I  failed  to  dis- 
cover any  lesion  of  the  urethral  tract;  or  any  other 
trouble  about  his  person,  except  that  hi^' virile 
organ  wiis  smdl  and  flabby.  He  re^ports  good 
erections  when  abed  and  alone,  but  utter' failure  of 
this'eftiar't  'wh^n  ih  qompahy  with.a,  female  about 
to  copulate.  I  deemed'  this  a  case'  of  genital  de- 
moralization, and  placed  him  under  the  most  ad- 
,  vanced  treatment  for  the  same,  with  electricity;  rest, 
moral  suasion,  cold  baths,  etc.,  and  the  very  best 
'fluid  extract  damiana,  fully  'as  to  qu^UfV  'aiitf' time. 
put  all  in  Vaiii!  '  ^  •  ^ 
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Case  IV. — R.  J.,  aged  54,  called  Aug.  2d,  com- 
plaining of  a  gradual  loss  of  health,  weight,  and 
genital  power.  Here,  too,  we  failed  to  discover  any 
lesions  of  the  genital  organs.  His  seemed  to  be  a 
case  of  general  atrophy  from  debilitated  digestion 
and  assimilation  of  several  years  standing,  which 
yielded  kindly  to  local  and  general  Faradization, 
after  a  few  months'  treatment.  But  his  genital  or- 
gans were  still  weak  and  impotent ;  thereupon  we 
placed  him  on  liberal  doses  fluid  extract  of  dami- 
ana,  which  acted  like  a  charm  after  a  few  weeks' 
administration.  The  first  effects  were  to  cause  two 
full  mushy  stools  per  day,  accompanied  by  an  in- 
creasing appetite,  and  finally  a  restoration  of  his 
lost  sexual  power. 

Case  V.— Mr.  J.  H.,  aged  25,  called  Jan.  2d, 
suffering  loss  of  copulative  power.  Upon  an  ex- 
amination of  the  urethral  tract,  the  sound  was  ar- 
,  rested  by  two  strictures  at  the  prostatic  portion  of 
the  urethra.  The  neck  of  the  bladder  was  found 
irritable  with  excessive  mucal  discharge.  The 
strictures  were  gradually  dilated  by  the  appropriate 
instruments  for  that  use.  The  bladder  washed 
daily  with  a  double  silver  catheter,  using  as  a  wash  a 
weak  solution  of  atropine.  Internally  administered 
gelseminum  with  the  bromide  of  sodium.  This 
was  continued  until  the  acute  symptoms  had  sub- 
sided, when  damiana  was  administered.  The 
sound  passed  daily,  through  which  a  constant  cur- 
rent of  electricity  was  passed  from  the  sacrum  to 
the  end  of  the  sound.  In  all  this  treatment  lasted 
about  one  year.  Since  then  the  young  gentleman 
has  married  and  finds  himself  fully  able  to  do 
family  duty. 

Spermatorrhcea. — Says  Tanner,  spermator- 
rhoea is  a  deranged  state  of  mental  and  bodily 
health,  due  to  too  frequent  escape  of  seminal  fluid. 
Masturbation  is  the  most  common  cause. 

Symptoms. — There  may  be  only  a  separate  es- 
cape of  seminal  fluid  ;  or  this  may  be  associated 
with  morbid  changes  in  the  vesicular  seminales, 
ejaculatory  ducts,  bulbous  portion  of  urethra,  and 
prostate  gland.  Urine  sometimes  rendered  slight- 
ly albuminous  by  seminal  fluid. 

Case  I. — S.  T.,  of  N.  C,  aged  45  years,  called 
June  1 2th,  suffering  from  frequent  loss  of  the 
seminal  fluid,  due,  as  he  said,  to  grief  and  sad  re- 
verses of  fortune.  The  penis  was  small  and  flabby. 
Otherwise  there  was  no  lesion  that  could  be  found. 
His  symptoms  were  as  follows  :  General  debility, 
with  some  emaciation.  Also  much  nervous  irri- 
tability. Complained  of  dullness  of  vision  and  of 
poor  memory.  Bowels  constipated  and  flatulent, 
with  occasional  attacks  of  giddiness,  headache, 
and  palpitation.  In  his  case  I  suspected  excessive 
venery,  as  he  informed  me  that  he  had  lately  been 
in  the  habit  of  keeping  a  mistress  who  was  great- 
ly amative. 

The  treatment  of  his  case  was  rest,  a  change  of 
scene,  nourishing  diet,  as  the  hygienic  measures. 
Medically,  large  doses  of  the  fluid  damiana,  which 
was  continued  through  the  months  of  June  and 
July,  with  the  best  of  results,  for  his  seminal  losses 
ceased,  he  grew  fleshy  in  body  and  better  content- 
ed mentally. 

A  few  weeks  subsequently  he  came  to  the  city 
for  the  treatment  of  general  rheumatic  and  neural- 
gic pains,  which  yielded  kindly  to  quinine  and 
electricity.  He  had  been  visiting  a  malarial  district. 
His  old  trouble  (spermatorrhoea)  had  entirely  dis- 
appeared. 

■The  characteristics  of  damiana  (viz.,  alterative 
effects  on  the  alimentary  canal,  and  the  tonic  effects 
upon  the  urino-genital  organs)  were  decidedly  mani- 
fested in  his  experience  with  this  drug.  It  will  be 
well  at  this  juncture   to  call    the   attention  of  the 


profession  to  the  remarkable  and  beneficial  action 
of  this  new  drug  (damiana)  in  the  various  un- 
healthy or  irregular  discharges  of  the  genito-urino 
organs,  in  the  female  as  well  as  the  male.  Several 
of  my  medical  brethren  have  strongly  testified  in 
its  favor  in  the  treatment  of  sterility,  -where  the 
uterus  and  its  appendages  seemed  to  suffer  simp- 
ly from  inertia.  I  have  found  it  an  excellent  rem- 
edy in  cases  of  amenorrhoea,  dysmenorrhoea  and 
leucorrhoea. 

Case  II.— Mrs.  B.,  aged  28,  called  April  6th, 
suffering  from  amenorrhoea.  Had  been  married 
several  years  without  issue  ;  as  a  consequence  was 
unhappy  and  anxious.  Complained  of  excessive 
leucorrhoea,  though  apparently  she  was  robust  and 
healthy.  Cheeks  rosy,  still  she  complained  of  nerv- 
ous irritability,  and  had  a  dreamy  and  absent  kind 
of  manner. 

Hygienic  Treatment. — Moderate  mental  and 
bodily  work,  cheerful  society,  to  avoid  heavy  meals, 
to  sleep  on  a  hard  mattress  and  alone  during  treat- 
ment. 

Medically  ordered  the  use  of  fluid  extract  of 
damiana,  teaspoonful  doses,  in  milk,  three  or  four 
times  a  day ;  to  omit  tea  and  coffee  and  other 
stimulants ;  to  drink  freely  of  milk  or  buttermilk. 
After  pursuing  this  treatment  two  months  all  her 
symptoms  improved,  became  perfectly  regular  in 
her  menses,  became  pregnant  at  fourth  month,  and 
was  delivered  at  the  end  of  regular  time  of  a 
healthy  boy. 

Case  III. — Mr.  D.  H.,  aged  24,  called  Jan.  7th, 
suffering  from  spermatorrhoea.  He  complained  of 
loss  of  seminal  fluid,  night  and  day,  and  particular- 
ly after  he  had  passed  his  water  or  faeces.  He  at- 
tributed it  solely  to  masturbation,  and  from  his 
general  appearance  I  judged  he  was  correct.  He, 
too,  suffered  from  general  weakness,  nervous  irri- 
tability, with  a  dreamy,  absent  kind  of  manner. 
Flatulence  and  constipation.  Dullness  of  sight, 
and  perhaps  of  hearing,  weakness  of  memory, 
attacks  of  palpitation,  giddiness,  headache,  and 
neuralgia.  He  would  keep  his  bed  a  week  or  two 
at  a  time,  and  frequently  go  days  without  eating  or 
speaking  a  word  to  anyone.  This  condition  had 
existed  for  a  year  or  more,  when  his  father,  fearful 
that  the  young  man  was  about  to  lose  his  mind 
(judging  from  his  eccentricities,  and  from  many 
odd  and  unusual  ways),  called  my  attention  to  his 
case,  when  I  obtained  the  above  history. 

Hygienic  Treatment. — I  placed  him  under 
the  best  hygienic  influence,  and  required  him  to 
make  daily  calls  at  my  office,  when  I  used  moral 
suasion  and  encouragement,  endeavored  to  instill 
better  ideas,  more  manly  thoughts  and  actions,  to 
imbue  him  with  brighter  hopes  for  the  future;  also 
instructed  his  family  to  put  themselves  to  greater 
efforts  to  make  home  attractive,  cheerful  and  pleas- 
ant to  him.  (Happy  home  influences  surrounding 
youth,  is  a  matter  worthy  of  our  most  earnest  soli- 
citude, attention  and  study,  and  were  it  more  gener- 
ally inculcated  throughout  our  land,  how  many 
young  and  gallant  wrecks  might  be  saved  upon  the 
ocean  of  every-day  life.) 

Medically  I  relied  upon  our  old  and  tried  friend, 
the  different  preparations  of  damiana,  with  entire 
success.  Though  in  his  case  it  required  better 
than  a  year  of  skillful  management  to  complete  the 
restoration   mentally   and    physically. 

As  to  the  combination  with  milk  I  may  casually 
say  that  all  the  preparations  containing  gum  and 
rosin  solutions,  are  more  agreeably  taken,  and 
more  readily  assimilated,  when  held  in  suspension 
in  milk.  I  also  would  note  that  I  have  found  all 
the  bromide  salts  to  be  more  ready  of  use  and 
to  give  better  results  when  held  in  solution  in 
milk. 
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Chronic  Prostatic  Discharge — Case  IV. — 
Mr.  K.,  aged  26,  called  on  February  2d,  suffer- 
ing from  chronic  prostatitis  and  continued  loss 
of  prostatic  fluid,  dripping  away  from  the  head 
of  his  penis  upon  his  underwear.  Histoiy  of 
the  case  was  that  this  trouble  originated  from 
a  long  neglected  gonorrhea,  and  frequent  expos- 
ures to  cold  and  unhealthy  locations.  His  symp- 
toms were  pain  and  tenderness  about  the  perin- 
eum, with  a  sense  of  heat  and  frequent  efforts  at 
passing  water.  He  had  pain  on  defecation  ;  feel- 
ing of  weight  about  the  perineum  and  rectum  ;  ex- 
perienced pain  when  passing  the  catheter. 

'Treatment. — Perfect  rest  in  bed  ;  warm  baths ; 
used  belladonna  to  perineum  ;  bromide  in  solution 
of  milk  as  injections  per  rectum  ;  simple  nourish- 
ment without  stimulus ;  all  this  until  the  acute 
stage  had  passed.  Then  I  placed  him  upon 
damiana  as  an  alterative  and  tonic,  which  treat- 
ment was  maintained  for  several  months,  or  in- 
deed until  all  his  unhappy  symptoms  had  disap- 
peared. 

In  conclusion  I  will  state  that  these  are  but  a 
few  of  the  typical  cases  of  chronic  urino-genital 
diseases  that  have  come  under  my  observation  dur- 
ing the  past  year  or  more,  where  I  have  given  this 
new  remedy,  damiana  (turner a  aphrodisiaca), 
a  full  and  fair  trial,  with  results  more  satisfactory 
than  any  other  course  that  I  have  tried  or  had 
knowledge  of  in  an  extended  experience  in  these 
troubles,  and  I  would  most  cordially  solicit  my 
medical  brethren  to  give  it  (the  genuine  article) 
fully  and  freely  in  such  cases  as  are  named  above, 
and  report  their  experience  for  the  benefit  of  the 
profession  at  large. — Dr.  Ca/divcP  hi  St.  Louis 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 


Note  on  Some  of  the  Therapeutic  Vir- 
tues OF  Eucalyptus  Globulus. — Rather  more 
than  a  year  ago  my  attention  was  first  drawn  to 
this  remedy  by  an  interesting  reference  to  it  in  Sir 
John  Rose  Cormack's  Clinical  Studies.  In  a  post- 
script to  a  case  of  cauliflower  excrescence  of  the 
uterus,  he  mentions  that  latterly  he  has  used,  as  an 
injection,  an  infusion  of  the  leaves  of  the  eucalyp- 
tus, or  a  mixture  of  from  one  to  four  drachms  of  a 
tincture  in  eight  ounces  of  tepid  water.  Besides 
being  refreshing  and  comforting  to  patients  so 
affected,  these  applications  have,  in  his  experience, 
a  remarkable  power  of  destroying  the  foetid  odor 
of  morbid  discharges,  without  the  substitution  of 
another  unpleasant  smell.  He  extends  the  re- 
mark, after  much  experience,  to  the  offensive  dis- 
charges attendant  upon  cases  of  ozoena,  cancer  of 
the  tongue  and  throat,  cancer  of  the  uterus,  gan- 
grene, and  other  affections  accompanied  by  foetor. 
In  the  same  postscript  he  mentions  that  in  simple 
uterine  catarrh  he  knows  of  no  remedy  equal  in 
value  to  the  eucalyptus  globulus.  In  these  cases 
he  has  met  with  the  most  satisfactory  results,  when 
it  was  simultaneously  administered  by  the  stomach 
and  in  the  form  of  injection.  He  adds :  "  As 
Gubler  has  shown,  the  anti-catarrhal  virtues  of 
eucalyptus  are  most  remarkable.  With  increasing 
experience  of  its  power,  I  more  and  more  use  it  in 
bronchial,  vesical,  and  uterine  catarrh,  in  gonorrhoea 
and  in  gleet."  These  representations  of  Sir  John 
Rose  Cormack,  and  the  circumstance,  which  he 
also  mentions,  that  a  preparation  of  the  essential 
oil  in  capsules  is  a  favorite  prescription  with  many 
leading  physicians  in  Paris,  led  me  to  make  trial  of 
the  remedy  in  a  variety  of  cases  during  the  past 
year.  The  only  preparation  which  I  have  used  has 
been  the  tincture  prepared  by  several  of  our  most 
eminent  chemists  in  Edinburgh,  and  I  have  seldom 
prescribed  more  than  a  teaspoonful,  mixed  with  a 
wineg'lassful    of  water,   twice  a   day.     In    several 


cases  of  bronchitis  with  profuse  expectoration,  I 
have  witnessed  remarkable  benefits  after  a  very 
brief  use  of  the  remedy,  evinced  by  a  rapid  dimi- 
nution of  the  discharge,  and  also  by  a  corresponding 
improvement  in  the  general  condition  of  the  patient. 
But  my  object  in  writing  this  note  is  to  recommend 
the  internal  use  of  eucalyptus  in  a  class  of  cases  to 
which,  as  far  as  I  know,  it  has  not  hitherto  been 
considered  applicable.  ...  It  occurred  to  me 
that  owing  to  its  valuable  properties  as  a  disinfec- 
tant, deodorant,  and  astringent,  it  might  prove  use- 
ful in  certain  forms  of  disease  in  the  stomach  and 
bowels.  ...  A  gentleman  of  seventy-five  had 
suffered  from  formidable  disease  of  the  stomach  for 
eight  or  ten  years,  and  on  several  occasions,  had 
seemed  very  near  his  end,  with  every  symptom  of 
malignant  ulceration.  Great  quantities  of  blood 
had  been  vomited  from  time  to  time,  and  at  short  in- 
tervals, seldom  exceeding  a  fortnight,  the  stomach 
after  becoming  painfully  distended  with  a  sour 
barmy  fluid,  was  relieved  by  repeated  vomiting, 
while  life  itself  seemed  possible  only  with  extreme 
lightness  of  diet  and  most  vigorous  self-denial. 
.  .  .  .  He  has  taken  the  tincture  of  eucalyptus 
twice  dail)-  for  many  months,  and  during  all  that 
time  has  scarcely  had  even  a  threatening  of  those 
painful  and  exhausting  attacks  which  had  latterly 
occurred  almost  every  week. 

Another  old  gentleman,  a  retired  medical  man  of 
eminence,  who  for  some  years  has  labored  under 
symptoms  which  indicate  disease  of  the  stomach 
and  possibly  the  colon,  is  so  sensible  of  benefit 
from  the  use  of  the  medicine,  that  he  can  seldom 
abandon  it  for  even  a  few  days  without  being  re- 
minded of  its  importance  and  eagerly  resuming  it. 

Another  case  in  which  ulceration,  or  some  other 
organic  disease  of  the  stomach,  seemed  the  only 
reasonable  diagnosis,  the  patient  made  an  unexpect- 
ed recovery  from  extreme  attenuation  and  weak- 
ness under  similar  treatment. 

I  have  tried  it  repeatedly  in  a  class  of  cases  whicli 
are  usually  regarded  as  ulcers  of  the  stomacli 
threatening  perforation,  and  with  complete  success. 
.  .  .  .  Of  course,  no  one  will  think  of  using 
the  medicine  as  a  specific  in  any  case  where  it  may 
seem  to  be  indicated.  All  the  details  as  to  diet 
and  general  regimen,  which  would  be  deemed  ne- 
cessary without  it,  must  be  carefully  attended  to. 
In  conclusion,  I  may  say,  that  it  seemed  to  me  of 
manifest  use  lately  in  a  case  of  diphtheria  com- 
mencing in  the  gullet  and  ascending  to  the  fauces  ; 
and  my  belief  is  that  it  might  be  prescribed  with 
advantage  in  some  cases  of  typhoid  fever. — Edin- 
burgh Medical  'Journal. 


Eucalyptus  as  a  Disinfectant,  Antiseptic 
AND  Epidemic  Remedy. —  I  propose  giving  you  a 
little  of  my  experience  in  the  use  of  eucalyptus. 
About  the  last  of  August,  1875,  I  had  a  case  of 
intermittent  fever  which  quinine  did  not  touch, 
from  the  fact  that  it  would  not  stay  in  the  stomach 
so  long  as  while  it  was  going  down,  even  at  the 
intervals  between  the  sweating  stage  and  chill.  1 
suppose  you  will  say  that  I  did  not  prepare  the 
stomach  for  the  quinine.  The  eucalyptus  pre- 
pared the  stomach  by  antidoting  the  poison  that 
produced  the  trouble,  and  the  case  was  cured  in 
three  days — no  more  chills  after  the  first  fifteen 
drops  of  eucalyptus  were  administered.  It  proved 
to  be  the  only  remed)'  the  stomach  would  recog'nize 
as  the  tool  which  nature  or  the  vital  force  required 
to  work  with  in  the  case,  and  the  beauty  of  it  in 
such  cases  is,  you  can  give  it  with  all  certainty 
without  regard  to  stage,  or,  as  the  old  folks  used  to 
say,  "  idiosyncrasy."  You  can  call  it  antiperiodical 
in  this  case,  or  what  you  please.     I  only  pretend  to 
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say,  it  was  the  specific  antidote  or  remedy  for  the 
case. 

Case  2. — "FaciaJ  neuralgia."  Lady,  aged  55, 
bilious  and  sanguine  temperament;  had  been  trou- 
bled by  spells  for  several  years.  All  the  usual 
remedies  failed  to  leven  afford  relief.  From  its 
periodic  character  I  tried  eucalyptus.  (I  should 
have  said  that  the  patient  possessed  an  erysipela- 
tous diathesis.)  From  the  first  fifteen-drop  dose 
I  could  see  an  amendment,  and  in  twenty-four 
hours  the  neuralgia  was  gone;  and  at' the  usuaJ 
time  for  it  to  return  this  fall,  it  did  not  put  m  an 
appearance.  There  were  slight  symptoms,  but  two 
or  three  doses  of  eucalyptus  were  sufficient  to  set 
all  right  again. 

Case  3. — As  an  Antiseptic  and  Disinfectant. 
Having  a  case  of  retained  placenta  at  the  fourth 
month,  and  not  being  called  in  until  the  odor  in  the 
room  became  almost  unbearable,  1  removed  what  I 
could  of  the  putrid  placenta,  and  ordered  vaginal 
enemas  of  tepid  water,  adding  a  little  castile  soap, 
and  used  on  my  hands  carbolic  and  salicylic  acid, 
without  much  effect.  I  then  tried  eucalyptus, 
which  was  at  once  the  sufficient  disinfectant.  I  at 
once  returned  and  ordered  the  vaginal  enemas 
changed  to  eucalyptus  put  in  alcohol  equal  parts, 
addinga  teaspoonful' to  one-half  pint  or  a  pint  of 
tepid  water,  and  use.  at  once,  the  enemas  being- 
repeated  every  three  hours.  Suffice  it  to  say,  the 
next  day  when  I  called  there  was  no  putrescency 
about  the  room  or  bed,  although  there  were  pieces 
of  the  placenta  passed  at  several  different  times 
after  the  eucalyptus,  was  commenced,  and  the 
patient  made  a  good,  recovery. 
.  Case  4. — Lady,  aged  58.  General  erysipelas, 
with  putrid  dysenteric  passages.  Case  pronounced 
hopeless  by  others.  I  gave  a  dose  of  eucalyptus 
(15  drops),  followed  by  veratrum  gtt..  vii,  water  oz. 
iv,  a  teaspoonful  to  be  given  every  half  hour  until  a. 
moisture  appeared  on  the  skin.  The  passages 
spoken  of  occurring  every  few  minutes  before  tak- 
ing the  eucalyptus,  did  uot  occur  but  once  after  the 
first  fifteen  drops  in  twelve  hours,  and  no  more 
putrescency.  After  t,he  first  dose  I,  prepared  fluid 
extract  eucalyptus  dr.,  ij,  water  oz.  iv.  Dose,  a 
teaspoonful  alternate'/  with  the  veratrum.  The 
patient  made  a  g^ood  recovery. 

Case  5. — Child  aged  8  years.  Diphtheria.  Found 
the  child's  mouth  black,  as  ink ;  diphtheria  coat- 
ing as  thick  as  one-half  the  length  of  the  U\'ula ; 
pulse  asthenic,  and  ■  breath  very  putrid.  This 
was  the  only  child  left  in  the  family,  and  I  con- 
.sidered  the  responsibility,  the  parents  being  willing 
to  risk  a  change  of  doctors.  I  made  a  gargle  of 
tincture  baptisia  dr.  j,  eucalyptus  dr.  iss,  water  oz. 
iv,  to  be  used,  a  teaspoonful  as  a  gargle  every 
hour,  and  one-half,  teaspoonful  taken  alternately 
with  the  gargling..  Also  tine,  veratrum  gtt.  v, 
aconite  gtt.  vij,  water  oz.  iv.  M.S.  One  teaspoon- 
ful every  hour.  Sharp  vinegar  applied  to  throat 
externally.  Was  to, f  ^11, again  next  day,  but  must 
confess  I  did  not  c^vi'e  ijabout  getting  quite  there 
until  I  heard  the  child  , was  alive,  and  to  my  aston- 
ishment I  found  the  mouth  and  throat  as  clean  and 
natural  in  color  as  Icoukl  wish  ;  tonsils  somewhat 
swollen,  but  of  natural  color;  pulse  full  and  nor- 
mal. Result,  a  good  recovery. — A.  M.  Wood-ward, 
M.  D.,  in  Souther}t.\^I'cdica.lR.ecord. 

More  About  Eucalyptus. —  An  every-day 
use  of  the  above  article  develops  more  and  more 
its,  superior  claims  as  one  of  the  best,  if  not  the 
best  "antiseptic  remedy  "  now  known  ;  and  herein 
lies  its  power  as  a  febrifuge,  aided  by  the  inoderate 
"1  diaphoretic  "  property  which  it  possesses. 

its  effect  in  all  grades  of  diphtheria  is  suddenly 
pronounced,  in  changing  the  foetor  of  the  breath, 


or  the  septic  condition  of  the  blood  and  other  fluids 
of  the  system,  on  which  depends  the  severity  of 
the  disease,  and  should  be  the  first  remedy  given  in 
this  scourge  of  our  country,  and  followed  up  until 
the  system  is  thoroughly  cleansed  of  every  vestige 
of  the  "virus,"  used  both  as  a  gargle  for  the  throat 
and  posterior  nares,  anid  as  an  interpali  remedy. 
For  gargle,  :■  i  -n  ::Y(r-.  ...1  v 

5      Et.  Eucalyptus,  3  ij- 
Aq.  Eon  tana,   3  iv. 

Use  q.  s.  every  half  hour  or  hour. 

Internally,  gi.,  aq.  fon  §iv.  Dose,  i  teaspoon- 
ful every  hour. 

Of  course,  other  remedies  are  necessarj^  to  fulfill 
different  indications,  as  there  are  no  two  cases 
which  require  the  same  treatment,  save  the  euca- 
lyptus, and  as  I  am  not  writing  an  article  on  diph- 
theria, I  shall  not  give  them  here. 

In  typhoid  and  malarial  fevers,  "  eucalyptus 
glob."  is  an  indispensable  remedy.  A  case  I 
recently  attended  of  the  worst  malignant  type  will 
show  its  power  in  counteracting  the  fermentation  or 
putrescent  condition  in  such  cases. 

When  I  entered  the  room  where  the  patient  lay, 
the  putrid  scent  was  unbearable,  and  the  friends 
summoned  to  witness  the  final  separation.  Patient 
unable  to  utter  an  audible  sound.  I  at  once  com- 
menced the  use  of  eucalyptus,  and  in  twelve  hours 
you  could  perceive  no  putrid  scent  whatever,  and 
with  othepapprapriatei  remedies  theipatjsMx^cov- 
ered.    '•■.-     •[!..!.;,,.    ;>,...;    !,iif,,v    i   \)(i<  \v>:.!/!|i..-.' 

In  putrid  dysentery— child  three  years  old- 
changed  in  six  hours  to  healthy  passages,  and  with 
aconite,  grs.  v,  aq.  }4.  goblet,  and  teaspoonful  given 
every  hour,  the  child  was  about  the  house  in  two 
days.  When  called,  the  child  was  comatose>  and 
passages  principally  putrid  blood. 

In  scarlatina,  it  has  the  same  salutary  effect. 
.Three  cases  in  one  family  recently  treated  by  my 
partner.  Dr.  J.  M.  Mulholand,  were_  changed  from 
a  malignant  to  a  simple  type  in  two  days.  From  a 
putrid  concentration  to  the  throat  to  a- 'healthy 
scarlet  eruption  on  the  whole  surface. 

As  has  been  noticed  in  other  articles;  its  effect  in 
unhealthy  ulcers,  as  a  wash  and  to. adqainister  inter- 
nally, is  well  marked.       '  ,     ■  ■.■.,■ 

We  are  now  using  it  in  case  of  gun-shot  wound 
of  knee-joint,  with  the  most  favorable  results, 
keeping"  down  inflammation  and  producing  a  favor- 
able termination.  It  acted  like  a  charm  and  recov- 
ered without  inflammation  and  but  very  little 
suppuration. 

I  would  add  that  in  the  cases  treated  by  my 
partner,  of  scarlatina,  there  were  no  other  remedies 
used  except  aconite  and  belladonna,;  iByieivy,,niinute 

doses.  .:  1       j'i'ii   !  ■  ,:; 

fj      7>.  Aconite,  Tr.  Belladonna,  aa.  gtt.  iii. 
Aqua  one  tumbler  fulL 
S.      I  teaspoonful  every  hour. 

.%.,>. Eticalyptiis  (El.  Ext^), gH.^v..;ii, 
.Aqua,  one-half  tumbler.  .,■  ^:,/'  >i 
Used  alternately  in  teaspoonful   dosts,  and  ior 
gargle.  •■  -  ■  .  '■.,■>.     '■'■.■    ,1  //.../!.■  tij.ri    :  ^uU'^  > 

I  would  also  add. that, we>  haveihad  a,'v?ery>lafge 
number  of  cases  of  bothdiphtheria  and  scarlet  fever 
within  the  past  year,  but  of  scarlatina  we  have  lost 
none,  diphtheria  two,  andi  those  commenced  iji  the 
lungs,  filling  the  large  bronchial  tubes  and  trachea. 
It  is  one  of  our  best  remedies  in  the  type  of 
fever  which  prevails,  this  fall,  called, by  sometypho- 
malarial.-^^..  B.  Woodward,  M.  D..'  in  M'e4u.al 
and  St/rgicaEJoumaL  ;:(/i 'iil; 

Berberis  AQUiFGLiUM.—Sinceinay  arrival. here 
my  attention  has  been  called  to  some  remarl<able 
remedies.  The  berberis  aquifolium  was  brought  to 
my  notice  here  by  an  old  Indian,  who  had  used  it 
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for  a  long  time  in  scrofulous,  cancerous  and  syphi- 
litic affections.  The  root  is  the  part  used,  and  this 
is  extremely  hard  and  tough ;  of  a  bright,  yellow 
color,  and  pungently  bitter  to  the  taste.  Its  bitter 
or  tonic  properties  are  very  much  superior  to  gen- 
tian or  hyarastin,  even  equal  to  quinine — some 
regard  it  more  effective  in  malarial  fevers.  Its 
power  as  an  alterative  is  certainly  ver)'  efficient,  for 
it  seems  to  be  capable  of  eradicating  scrofulous, 
cancerous  and  syphilitic  contaminations  from  the 
blood. 

The  action  of  this  invaluable  drug  on  the  econo- 
my of  man  is  really  astonishing ;  a  catha7-tic,  diu- 
retic, diaphoretic,  tonic  and  alterative.  On  the 
liver,  it  quickly  relieves  congestion,  and  seems  to 
increase  the  activity  of  the  spleen,  as  is  evinced  by 
a  rapid  elaboration  of  red  blood.  As  a  stimulant 
to  all  glands  it  is  invaluable,  as  in  chronic  tonsilitis, 
and  enlargement  of  the  prostate.  It  is,  however, 
in  secondary  and  tertiary  syphilis  that  its  most 
wonderful  action  is  exhibited.  Here,  in  a  simple 
decoction,  with  no  iodide  of  potass.,  nor  any  other 
drug,  does  this  drug  so  efficiently  act  upon  the 
glands  as  to  eliminate  all  the  morbid  material  and 
reconstruct,  as  it  were,  a  new  bony  tissue. — Dr. 
Hastings,  Los  Angelos,  Cal.,  in  Eclectic  Medical 
journal. 


Verba  Santa. — This  plant  grows  abundantly  in 
Mexico  and  California.  The  natives  have  long 
esteemed  it  as  endowed  with  rare  value  in  all  dis- 
eases of  the  respiratoiy  apparatus.  They  claim 
that  the  worst  case  of  consumption  can  be  cured 
by  a  tea  made  of  this  plant.  While  such  an  esti- 
mate is  at  variance  with  medical  experience,  there 
seems  to  be  no  doubt  but.  that  it  is  the  greatest 
remedial  agent  yet  employed  in  chronic  bronchitis» 
pneumonia,  phthisis,  chronic  gastric  catarrh,  in 
hemorrhoids,  and  in  chronic  derangement  of  the 
kidneys.  It  blends  astringent,  demulcent,  tonic, 
sedative  and  balsamic  properties  ;  the  latter  seems 
to  depend  upon  a  resinous  principle  in  which  it  is 
exceedingly  rich.  This  resinous  property  exerts 
upon  the  mucous  surface  a  decidedly  soothing  and 
alterative  effect.  Under  its  use  the  cough  is  soon 
mitigated,  the  expectoration  becomes  less  abun- 
dant, the  appetite  improves,  the  food  is  better 
digested  and  assimilated,  the  flesh  and  strength  is 
regained,  and  frequently  cases  which  have  not  been 
benefited  by  previous  treatment,  are  rapidly 
restored  to  health.  Its  value  in  hemorrhoids  is  also 
positive,  especially  in  the  internal  variety.  I  have 
cured  two  cases  with  it  that  had  defied  all  other 
treatment,  and  recommend  it  with  great  confidence 
in  this  disease. — Dr.  Euripides  Jones,  in  Eclectic 
Medical  Journal. 


Cases  /of  Bronchocele  Successfully 
Treated  with  Fucus  Vesiculosus. — The  case 
which  first  suggested  to  me  the  use  of  fucus 
vesiculosus  was  that  of  a  lady,  who  stated  that  up 
to  four  years  previous  her  health  had  been  rather 
good,  but  about  that  time  the  catamenia  became 
irregular,  and  was  attended  with  great  pain  on  each 
periodic  return.  She  assigned  as  the  cause  of  the 
thyroid  tumor,  great  distress  of  mind  and  disap- 
pointments. When  I  saw  her  the  disease  was  of 
six  months'  duration ;  the  right  lobe  of  the  thyroid 
gland  was  fully  as  large  as  a  turkey's  tgg,  extend- 
ing latterly  so  as  to  press  on  the  right  carotid  and 
jugular  vein.  A  strong  pulsation  was  felt  in  the 
tumor,  and  a  purring  thrill  was  communicated  to 
the  hand.  She  had  no  palpitation  of  the  heart. 
The  action  of  the  heart  is  quiet  and  regular.  She 
complained  of  leadache.  and  a  buzzing  noise  in  the 
right  ear.  She  imagined  there  was  an  enlargement 
of  the  right  eye,  and  ,that    she  felt  a  sensation  of 


fullness  in  it.  The  tumor  at  times  impeded  her 
deglutition,  and  occasionally  her  breathing  also.  I 
attended  her  from  time  to  time  for  a  year  and  a 
ihalf;  during  that  period  I  gave  her  everything,  I 
believe,  that  is  recommended  for  this  disease.  In 
!  addiiion,  by  my  advice,  she  resided  at  the  sea-side, 
'and  used  sea  bathing:  still  the  tumor  continued 
undiminished.  About  this  time  I  ceased  to  attend 
her.  Three  months  ago,  however,  she  presented 
herself  again.  She  told  me  she  got  relief  for  some 
time  from  her  more  distressing  symptoms,  but  the 
tumor  never  reduced  in  size.  Latterly,  all  the  old 
symptoms  returned  in  an  aggravated  degree;  the 
tumor  was  larger  than  at  first,  and  the  left  lobe 
was  now  nearly  as  much  enlarged  as  the  right. 
The  difficulty  of  swallowing  was  increased ;  pulse 
quick  and  small,  ranging  from  100  to  120.  I  pre- 
scribed fucus  vesiculosus,  in  the  dose  of  the  six- 
teenth of  a  grain  three  times  a  day.  At  the  end  of 
a  fortnight  the  improvement  was  great,  the  head- 
ache was  completely  relieved,  the  bowels  became 
quite  regular,  and  the  right  lobe  of  the  thyroid  had 
shrunk  considerably.  She  continued  to  take  the 
fucus  vesiculosus  for  some  time  longer,  when  the 
gland  had  almost  assumed  its  natural  size.  She 
has  now  no  disagreeable  symptom  and  the  general 
health  is  greatly  improved.  This  lady  is  now  mar- 
ried for  two  years.  She  is  about  thirty  years  of 
agre.  \    \  ' 

The  second  case  occurred  in  a  housemaid,  about 
thirty-five  years  of  age.  When  I  saw  her  the  dis- 
ease had  lasted  for  twelve  months,  and  the  thyroid 
gland  had  acquired  a  great  size,  both  lobes  being 
equally  enlarged.  There  W'as  a  very  disiinct  fre- 
missement  all  over  the  tumor.  She  complained  of 
great  palpitation  of  the  heart;  pulse  130;  great 
prominence  of  the  eyes;  catamenia  irregular; 
longue  large  and  flabby,  of  a  whitish  pale  color, 
and  covered  with  a  yellow  fur  in  center;  bowels 
constipated,  only  acting  about  once  a  week.  She 
stated  that  about  eight  years  ago  she  was  in  a  situa- 
tion where  she  was  very  hard  worked,  and  in  con- 
sequence her  health  began  to  flecline,  and  the 
menses  disappeared  for  two  years.  Sorriewhere 
about  this  time  she  perceived  the  swelling  in  her 
neck,  which  soon  acquired  a  very  formidable  size. 
Four  months  after  the  bronchocele  began,  palpita- 
tion of  the  heart  set  in  ;  this  was  succeeded  shortly 
by  the  prominence  of  the  eyes.  This  case  baffled 
and  resisted  all  treatment.  Iodine,  internally  and 
externally,  iron,  zinc,  digitalis,  and  biniodide  of 
mercury,  proved  ineffectual.  She  was  subject  occa- 
sionally for  the  last  year  and  a  half  to  paroxysms 
of  violent  palpitation  of  the  heart.  I  gave  her  the 
fucus  vesiculosus.  When  she  was  ten  days  taking 
this  medicine  a  great  flow  of  the  menstrual  dis- 
charge came  on,  lasted  a  few  days,  and  returned  in 
a  week.  She  persevered  in  taking  the  medicine. 
Soon  after  the  gland  began  to  shrink,  and  is  now 
so  much  reduced  that  one  would  scarcely  imagine, 
if  they  were  not  told  so,  that  it  was  ever  diseased. 
The  prominence  of  the  eyes  is  less;  she  is  quite 
aware  of  this  herself.  She  is  now  able  to  close 
the  lids  without  any  effort  on  her  part;  this' she 
could  not  do  before  any  reduction  took  place  in  the 
gland. 

The  third  case  fs  that  of  a  young  lady  of  fifteen 
years  of  age.  She  states  that  the  swelling  in  her 
neck  began  about  three  years  ago,  shortly  after  the 
death  of  her  only  brother,  to  whom  she  was  very 
much  attached ;  that  it  gradually  increased,  but 
was  not  of  any  inconvenience  to  her  more  than  the 
deformity  that  it  produced.  Both  lobes  were 
enlarged,  the  right  more  so  than  the  left.  There 
was  no  fremissement  in  it ;  the  general  circulation 
was  quiet,  except  that  the  heart  became  excited  on 
making  the  least  exertion.     She  had  a  dry,  husky 
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cough,  attended  with  a  ringing  sound,  a  pallid  look, 
not  the  greenish  yellow  of  chlorosis,  but  the 
blanched  appearance  that  is  seen  in  cases  of 
hemorrhage.  Notwithstanding  all  this  she  was  not 
emaciated,  but,  on  the  contrary,  quite  plump.  The 
appetite  was  quite  good,  the  catamenia  regular,  but 
scanty  in  quantity ;  bowels  sluggish,  never  moved 
except  by  medicine.  I  gave  her  the  fucus  vesicu- 
losus,  and  the  result  was  very  satisfactory.  In  the 
course  of  ten  days  the  improvement  was  great,  the 
bowels  became  regular,  the  headache  left  her,  and 
the  languid  and  prostrate  state  had  completely  dis- 
appeared as  the  gland  began  to  shrink.  She  is 
progressing  most  satisfactorily;  the  gland  is  now 
become  quite  soft,  but  it  has  not  the  shrunken 
appearance  or  contracted  feel  of  the  two  other 
cases  yet,  but  I  am  hopeful  that  it  will  ultimately 
become  reduced  to  its  natural  dimensions. — Dr. 
Har court,  Va.,  m  Eclectic  Medical  Journal. 


by  the  treatment  with   picrate  of  ammonia. — Z.  T. 
Delletibaugh,  M.  D.,  in  Medical  Times. 


PiCRATE  Ammonium  in  Whooping-cough. 
— Dr.  H.  C.  Wood — Dear  Sir  : — I  write  you  to 
say  that  I  believe  I  have  succeeded  in  using  a 
specific  for  whooping-cough. 

Believing  that  whooping-cough  is  the  result  of 
the  location  of  a  specific  contagium  on,  or  in,  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  respiratory  apparatus, 
from  my  experience  with  the  muriate  and  carbon- 
ate of  ammonia  I  was  of  the  opinion  that  the  bene- 
ficial results  obtained  by  their  use  in  the  treatment 
of  bronchitis  could  be  ascribed  to  a  stimulant  effect 
on  the  respirator}'  mucous  membrane  ;  as  the  am- 
monia is  eliminated  from  the  system  through  this 
membrane.  In  looking  over  the  list  of  antizymotics 
I  rejected  all  the  familiar  preparations  as  most  like- 
ly useless,  or  they  would  have  been  found  useful  long- 
since.  I  concluded  that  to  subserve  the  purpose 
indicated  I  must  have  an  antizymotic  that  would  be 
eliminated  by  the  respiratory  mucous  membrane, 
and  the  only  thing  likely  to  answer  the  purpose 
would  be  the  picrate  or   carbazotate  of  ammonia. 

I  have  treated  six  children  suffering  with  whoop- 
ing-cough (at  the  Howard  Dispensary)  in  accord- 
ance witLthe  above  related  conclusions,  and,  I  am 
very  happy  to  state,  with  the  most  gratifying  results. 
The  mothers  assured  me  that  after  their  children 
would  take  two  or  three  doses  of  the  medicine  the 
paroxysm  would  relax  in  severity,  and  in  a  couple 
of  days  would  entirely  subside  as  a  paroxysmal 
cough  with  the  well-known  whoop,  and  a  simple 
cough  of  ordinary  laryngo-bronchitis  remain.  I 
gave  the  remedy  in  this  way  : 

IJ     Picrate  of  ammonia,      ... 
Muriate  of  ammonia,        .     . 
Powdered  extract  of  liquorice 
Water, j  ounces. 

M.  S.  Teaspoonful  every  three  hours  to  a  child  six 

months  and  under,    doubling    the    quantity    for    a 

child  of  about  one  year  to  two   years   of  age,    and 

"giving  as  much  as  one-eighth  grain  to  a  child  three 

to  five  years  of  age. 

It  might  be  a  coincidence  that  these  six  children 
(belonging  to  three  different  families)  recovered 
under  the  use  of  the  medicine  ;  but  I,  of  course, 
believe  it  to  be  solely  the  result  of  the  picrate  of 
ammonia.  My  op])ortunity  for  observing,whooping- 
cough  in  private  practice  is  very  limited.  Know- 
ing that  you  are  specially  interested  in  therapeutics, 
I  would  like  you  to  submit  the  treatment  I  have 
suggested  to  a  test,  provided  it  impresses  you  favor- 
ably. 

I  have  requested  several  of  my  friends  in  the  pro- 
fession to  give  it  a  trial.  So  far  as  I  know,  the 
treatment  of  whooping-cough  heretofore  has  been 
ciuite  discouraging,  especially  to  parents,  and  I  am 
'iiery  sure  there  would  be  no  harm  done  or  time  lost 


CEnothera  Biennis  in  Mucous  Inflamma- 
tions.— Oenothera  biennis,  or  evening  primrose, 
which  is  indigenous  to  nearly  all  parts  of  the  United 
States,  possesses  valuable  properties  as  a  mild  seda- 
tive and  alterative  in  many  diseased  conditions  of 
mucous  surfaces,  especially  the  gastric,  intestinal, 
and  vesical. 

It  is  useful  in  some  forms  of  dyspepsia,  particular- 
ly those  accompanied  by  an  irritable  state  of  the 
stomach  and  of  the  bladder,  as  indicated  by  frequent 
vomiting  and  micturition.  Having  prescribed  the 
remedy  for  eight  years.  I  have  been  able  to  care- 
fully note  its  effects,  and  am  convinced  it  will  be  an 
important  addition  to  our  list  of  medicines. 

Dr.  N.  S.  Davis,  of  Chicago,  has  recently  found 
valuable  results  from  this  remedy  {Quarterly  Ab- 
stract of  Medical  Science,  February,  1877).  He 
says  :  "  From  my  own  clinical  observations  I  am 
inclined  to  regard  it  as  a  mild  but  efficient  sedative 
to  nervous  sensibility,  acting  more  especially  on  the 
pneumogastric  nerve." 

Its  chief  value,  I  beheve,  will  be  found  in  typhoid 
fever,  to  the  treatment  of  which  it  is  peculiarly- 
adapted  by  its  soothing  action  upon  the  intestinal 
mucous  surface.  I  am  convinced  that  it  essentially 
modifies  the  imflammatory  condition  which  precedes 
ulceration  of  Peyer's  patches,  and  that  its  use  may 
frequently  prevent  ulceration.  The  usual  dose  in 
typhoid  fever  is  from  fifteen  to  thirty  drops  every 
three  hours.  There  is  no  danger  of  an  overdose, 
and  I  have  known  a  tablespoonful  of  the  fluid  ex- 
tract to  be  given  every  two  hours,  by  mistake,  till 
two  ounces  had  been  taken.  In  that  case  it  seemed 
to  revive  the  patient,  after  the  manner  of  a  stimu- 
lant, and  I  am  not  sure  that  it  might  not  be  advan- 
tageously given  in  large  doses  in  some  cases.  The 
fluid  extract  of  Oenothera  is  not  incompatible  in 
mixtures  with  any  other  medicine.  Its  flavor  re- 
sembles that  of  cold  tea,  and  it  is  acceptable  to  any 
condition  of  the  stomach.  It  appears  to  be  well 
worthv  the  attention  of  the  profession,  and  the 
writer  would  be  pleased  to  learn  the  results  of  its 
use  in  the  hands  of  other  practitioners. — JAS.  F. 
Sullivan,  M.  D.,  in  Pacific  Med.  and  Sure:. 
Journal. 


.  I  grain. 
Z4  grains. 
I  drachm. 


Chronic  Splenitis  Successfully  Treateh 
with  the  Polymnia  Uvedalia. — The  success 
attending  the  treatment  of  malarial  diseases,  espe- 
ciallv  where  the  spleen  is  involved,  sometimes 
exceeds  the  comprehension  of  some  of  the  most 
learned  in  the  medical  profession.  A  case  recently 
treated  with  the  bears-foot,  I  thought  would  prove 
interesting-  to  the  readers  of  the  Reporter.  Some 
three  weeks  ago  I  was  consulted  by  Newton  M., 
aged  twenty-five,  who  coniplained  of  pain  in  the 
region  and  over  the  seat  of  the  spleen,  and  upon 
examination,  I  found  tenderness,  with  marked 
enlargement  of  the  organ.  Upon  questioning  him, 
he  gave  a  history  of  a  series  of  attacks  of  inter- 
mittent fever  about  a  year  previous  to  consulting 
me.  Thinking  this  would  be  a  good  case  to  test 
the  merits  of  the  bears-foot,  I  accordingly  prepared 
an  ointment,  after  the  following  formula  : 

5     Fl.  ext.  polymnia  uvedalia,  5  ij- 
Adeps,   3/.     M., 
and  directed  that  it  should  be  applied  twice  daily. 
I  also  gave,  as  an  internal  medicine — 
IJ       Wine  of  pepsin.   3  iij. 
Mur.  acid,   3  ss. 
Syr.  simp.,   37.     M. 

SiG. — Teaspoonful  after  meals. 

One  week  later  my  patient  returned,  saying  that 
his  side  was  much   better,  and  that  the  pain  had 
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changed.  '  He,  moreover,  complained  of  headache, 
for  which  I  gave  small  doses  of  morph.  sulph.,  and 
advised  the  continued  use  of  the  uvedalia  ung.,  as 
I  was  anxious  to  know  something  of  the  result  of 
the  vaunted  cures  by  the  uvedalia,  and  in  less  than 
a  week  he  again  returned,  sa)ing  that  the  pain  and 
soreness  had  entirely  disappeared.  It  has  now 
been  over  a  week  since  he  has  felt  anything  of  the 
pain.  From  the  limited  experience  I  have  had 
with  polymnia  uvedalia  in  the  form  of  an  ointment 
for  chronic  rheumatism,  it  has  given  very  good 
satisfaction.  It  relieves  the  pain  incident  to  that 
disease,  and  gives  better  use  to  the  joints  than  any 
application  in  the  form  of  an  ointment  that  I  have 
used. —  y.  Q.  A.  CIcnves,  M .  /).,  in  Medical  and 
Surgical  Reporter. 


Grindelia  Squarrosa. — Having  noticed  sev- 
eral articles  and  communications  from  different 
persons  on  grindelia  squarrosa,  recommending  it 
in  hypertrophy  of  the  spleen  and  obstinate  inter- 
mittents,  1  was  induced  to  tiy  it,  and  respectfully 
beg  the  privilege  of  reporting  the  results  to  the 
readers  of  your  Journal. 

Ca.se  I.  Mr.  B.,  36  years  of  age,  has  had  the 
chills  for  more  than  one  year,  the  paroxysms  oc- 
curring every  third  day,  except  occasionally  an 
intermission  of  one  or  two  weeks,  in  which  time  he 
was  without  any  chills  while  taking  some  anti- 
periodic  medicine.  There  was  a  slight  protuber- 
ance in  the  left  side,  which  was  due  to  some  splenic 
trouble.  The  patient  had  been  treated  by  other 
physicians,  but  no  permanent  cure.  Their  quinine, 
as  well  as  their  arsenic  and  other  remedies,  had 
ingloriously  failed.  He  was  weak  and  rapidly 
becoming  anaemic,  and  had  that  ill  habit  of  body 
when  the  case  came  into  my  hands. 

I  prescribed  sulphate  cinchonidia  in  sufficient 
doses  to  arrest  the  paroxysm,  after  which  time  I 
prescribed : 

5     El.  ex. grindelia  squarrosa,  "^iss. ; 
Glycerine,  3  ^?)  I 

Misce  et  ft.  sol.  .Sig.  Tablespoonful  three  times 
a  day. 

My  patient  did  not  have  another  chill  after 
taking  the  medicine,  and  has  only  taken  one  bottle 
full  of  the  mixture.  The  pain  left  his  side,  and 
the  spleen  rapidly  decreased  in  size ;  he  lost  that 
cachexia,  his  appetite  is  good,  and  he  says  he  feels 
perfectly  well. 

Case  2.  Miss  C,  sixteen  years  old,  was  attacked 
with  rather  a  peculiar  form  of  intermittent  fever. 
.She  was  very  much  debilitated.  While  I  was 
passing  by  the  house  where  the  girl's  father  lived, 
he  called  me  in  to  see  her.    I  found  her  complexion 


very  sallow,  headache,  appetite  very  poor,  could 
eat  but  ver}'  little  as  it  caused  nausea,  spleen  vers 
much  hypertrophied,  and  the  abdomen  had  grown 
very  turgid.  They  had  been  giving  everything 
that  was  recommended  to  them  ;  she  had  gone  the 
rounds  of  doctors  and  patent  medicines.  I  was 
told  that  if  I  could  cure  her  that  they  would  pay 
me  my  own  price.  Remembering  my  success  in 
other  cases  of  chronic  intermittents  and  enlarged 
spleens  with  the  fluid  extract  of  grindelia  squar- 
rosa, I  promised  them  I  would  give  her  relief. 
After  giving  her  enough  sulph.  cinchonidia  to  arrest 
the  chill.  I  prescribed  : 

j^     El.  ex. griiidelia  squarrosa,  f.  Zi\ 
Glycerine,/,  '^iij- 
M.  S.     Tablespoonful  every  four  hours. 

The  medicine  acted  on  her  like  a  charm ;  even 
better  than  I  anticipated.  She  has  had  no  more 
chills,  and  is  improving  rapidly  in  every  sense  of 
the  word.  Under  the  action  of  the  medicine  the 
bowels  began  to  act  freely,  passing  a  dark,  bilious 
looking"  discharge,  which  lasted  for  more  than  a 
week,  and  which  she  said  made  her  feel  better. 

She  has  taken  about  two  bottles  full  of  the  mix- 
ture, and  is  enjoying  good  health. 

1  have  tried  the  grind,  squar.  sufficiently  often  to 
test  it,  and  in  no  instance  have  I  known  it  to  fail. 
As  a  remedy  in  splenic  hypertrophy,  nothing  can 
excel  it,  and  where  quinine  fails  to  break  the  chills 
this  does  the  work  well.  Its  action  on  the  liver  is 
satisfactory,  no  difference  what  the  trouble  is. —  T. 
S.  Hopkins,  31.  D.,  Ridgezuay,  III.,  in  American 
Medical  Journal. 

USTILAGO  MaIADOS  A  SUBSTITUTE  FOR 
Ergot. — The  smut  of  maize  is  attracting  con- 
siderable attention  as  a  substitute  for  ergot.  It  is 
quite  probable  that  it  possesses  other  qualities  in 
addition  to  those  specific  ones  attributed  to  ergot, 
and  that  it  may  be  found  useful  in  other  cases 
than  those  to  which  the  rye  fungus  is  applicable. 
Some  extraordinary  illustrations  of  its  action  on* 
the  impregnated  uterus  of  inferior  animals  have 
lately  been  communicated  to  us.  For  instance,  a 
herd  of  brood  mares,  some  thirty  or  more,  in  the 
southern  portion  of  the  State,  was  pastured  on  a 
field  of  Indian  corn,  after  the  harvesting  of  the 
crop.  All,  or  nearly  all,  dropped  their  colts. 
There  was  known  to  be  a  considerable  amount  of 
rust  on  the  corn.  A  similar  case  is  reported  from 
Amador  county.  The  action  of  the  fungus  {usti- 
lago  maiados),  on  the  human  system  is  under  in- 
vestigation.— Pacific  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal. 


78 


NEW  PREPARATIONS. 


[July,  1878 


Publisher's  Notes. 


Circulation,  20,000  copies. 

Subscription  Price  for  1878,  25  cents. 

Back  Numbers  (1877),  each  10  cents.  Vol.  I 
(1877),  in  paper,  40  cents;  half  bound,  75  cents. 

If  you  have  an  unusually  interesting  case  to  offer, 
write  its  history  in  detail  for  the  Original  Depart- 
ment, to  the  extent  of,  say,  two  pages  of  foolscap. 

If  you  wish  merely  to  express  your  opinion  gen- 
erally on  the  merits  of  a  new  remedy,  write  for 
Correspo7idence  Departvient,  to  the  extent  of  a 
page  of  note  paper  or  finely  written  postal  card. 

We  should  be  pleased  to  have  all  who  receive  a 
sample  copy  of  this  number,  continue  with  us,  and 
hope  they  will  send  their  remittances   of   twenty- 

For  one  dollar  inclosed  to  Geo.  S.  Davis,  Publisher,  we  will  seiid  New  Preparations  (quarterly) 
and  Michigan  Medical  News  (semi-monthly)  ior  one  year  to  any  address.    ' 

Any  subscriber  to  New  Preparations,  who  will  now  inclose  us  50  cents  extra,  will  be  entitled  to 
the  Michigan  Medical  News  for  the  remainder  0/1878. 


five  cents  each  (to  cover  postage  and  cost  of  pub- 
lication), in  to  us  as  speedily  as  possible,  so  that 
ojr  mail  list  can  be  got  in  readiness  for  the  next 
issue. 

Any  inquiries  you  may  wish  to  make  concerning 
the  action  of  any  new  drug,  please  to  send  to  us ;  if 
we  cannot  readily  answer  it  ourselves,  we  will  give 
it  publication.  Some  one  out  of  our  many  thousand 
readers  will  undoubtedly  be  able  to  give  you  the 
information  you  wish. 

We  shall  continue  the  reports  of  practitioners 
upon  the  remedies  introduced  to  your  notice  this 
year,  and  shall  also  continue  our  reports  upon  such 
other  new-comers  as  may  be  of  interest  to  the  pro- 
fession ;  hence  we  cordially  invite  physicians  to 
send  us,  for  publication,  their  written  experience 
with  any  of  the  new  remedies  alluded  to  in  our 
columns,  or  upon  kindred  subjects. 


Miscellaneous  Notices. 


Lactated  Pepsine  (not  patented). 

A  new  compound  digestive  agent,  composed  of 
pepsine,  maltose,  diastase,  pancreatine,  lactic  acid, 
and  hydrochloric  acid.  Recommended  in  dyspepsia 
a:nd  all  phases  of  mal-nutrition,  and  in  sickness  of 
pregnancy.     Specify  "P.,  D.  &  Go's."  ., 

Parke.  Davis  &  Co. 


Pink  Granules. 

These  granules  are  intended  to  supply  the  need 
of  physicians  in  such  cases  as  require  minute  doses, 
,or  frequent  repetition,  for  adults,  or  in  complaints 
of  children.  For  the  sake  of  beauty  of  appearance, 
and  to  distinguish  them  from  the  regular  line  of 
pills,  a  coating  of  pink  sugar  is  applied.  Specify 
"P.,  D.  &  Co.'s  Pink  (rranules  "  on  your  orders. 

Parke,  Davis  &  Go. 

Boldo. 

The  new  Chilian  tonic  recommended  in  dyspep- 
sia, gonorrhoea  and  rheumatism.  See  advertising- 
page  V.  Parke,  Davis  &  Go. 


Elixirs  Wines  and  Syrups. 

Parke,  Davis  &  Go.  have  made  many  improve- 
ments in  these  elegant  pharmaceuticals.  Their  list 
comprises  all  standard  formulae,  as  well'as  the  most 
recent  combinations  of  new  remedies.  Physicians 
will  insure  satisfaction,  and  encourage  quality  in 
manufacture  by  specifying  "  P..  D.  &  Co.'s  "  on 
their  prescriptions. 

Michigan  Medical  News. 

Published  semi-monthly.  Terms  only  one  dollar 
per  year.  Edited  by  Dr.  J.  J.  Mulheron,  assisted 
by  an  able  staff.  Send  three  cent  postage  stamp 
for  specimen  copy. 


Now  Ready — New  Medicines.     Bv  I.  J.  M.  Goss, 
M.  D. 

A  valuable  work  on  new  medicines.  Brimful  of 
practical  information,  which  renders  it  absolutely 
indispensable  to  the  progressive  practicing  physi- 
cian. Sent  by  mail,  postage  paid,  on  receipt  of 
one  dollar.     Address, 

Ghas.  E.  Ware  &  Co., 
Corner  Filth  and  Chestnut  streets,  St.   Louis,  Mo. 


Comforting  News  for  Fat  People. 

Corpulency  treated  without  Starva- 
tion ;  or,  How  to  get  Lean.  By  M.M. Griffith, 
M.  D.  i2mo.,  paper,  79  pages.  Price  50c.  Sent 
post-paid,  on  receipt  of  price,  by 

.  ,  V  ,  ,  Kenyon  &;  Co.,  Detroit. 
i,7/i''Ho\y  ifo  get  Lean',  is  the  succinct  title  of  a 
ti'ttle  book  on  a  subject  that  is  anxiously  considered 
by  a  great  many  people.  The  author  is  Dr.  M.  M. 
Griffith,  who  has  made  the  subject  a  special  study, 
and  claims  to  have  accomplished  a  good  deal 
towards  reducing  the  corpulence  of  the  race.  We 
commend  the  little  book  to  the  thoughtful  consid- 
eration of  all  fat  people." — Boston  (Mass.)  Journal. 

Empty  Capsules. 

Read  carefully  the  article  on  this  subject  on  ad- 
vertising page  I.     Physicians  are  requested  to  ex- 
amine Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s  capsules  in  comparison 
with  others  in  the  market. 
Pepsine  and  Pancreatine, 

"These  articles  from  the  laboratory  of  Parke, 
Davis  &  Co.  will  recommend  themselves  for  uni- 
formity and  general  therapeutical  efficacy. 

Cascara  Sagrado. 

The  fluid  extract  of  this  drug  has  been  proved  to 
be  one  of  the  most  useful  liquid  cathartics  known 
to  the  profession.  As  a  laxative  and  remedy  in 
habitual  constipation  it  has  no  equal. 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  Detroit. 
Quinine  Flower. 

An  antiperiodic  of  undoubted  merit,  producing 
all  the  effects  of  quinine,  even  to  the  tinnitus 
anrum.     See  advertising  page  V. 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  Detroit. 


Leonard's     Metric      Prescription     Blanks     and 
Tablet. 

As  the  Metric  System  is  coming  so  prominently 
forward,  we  have  thought  to  aid  the  good  cause 
by  having  prepared  blanks  suitable  for  writing 
prescriptions  in  this  system.  For  fuller  descrip- 
tion see  our  advertisement  on  the  cover.  Samples 
on  receipt  of  stamp,  or  orders  for  1,000,  in  tablets. 
$2.50;  2,000  for  I4.50. 


Seeds  of  the  Eucalyptus  Globulus  tree. 

Full  directions  for  planting.  Price,  fifteen  cents 
per  package,  which  will  be  sent  by  mail,  post-paid, 
on  receipt  of  price.  Kenyon  &  Co.,  Detroit. 
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Cereus  Grandiflorus. 


By  Richard  E.  Kunz£,  M.  D..  New  York. 

HE  loveliest  of  all  the  cactus  flowers, 
poetically  called  "  queen  of  the  night," 
is  produced  by  cereus  grandiflorus; 
order,  cactacece;  tribe,  cereastrece. 
In  order  to  avoid  possible  mistakes 
in  the  identification  and  collection  of  this  species, 
the  ancient  name  of  "cactus  grandiflorus,  L." 
should  be  forever  discarded  by  all  well-meaning 
manufacturers  of  pharmaceutical  preparations. 
Seventy-five  years  ago  only  two  or  three  species  of 
night-blooming  cerei  were  then  well  known, 
whereas  to-day  I  can  point  out  twenty-two  dis- 
tinct species  in  my  collection  of  nocturnal  bloom- 
ing cerei,  not  to  speak  of  several  species  of  phyllo- 
cacti,  a  number  of  which  have  to  my  certain  knowl- 
edge been  palmed  off  in  place  of  c.  grandiflorus, 
to  the  unsuspecting  physician  and  manipulator  of 
drugs. 

Like  itiost  of  this  handsome  specids,  it  is  found 
in  tropical  America  and  the  West  Indies,  each 
flower  blooming  but  one  night,  and  filling  the  at- 
mosphere with  its  delicious  vanilla-like  fragrance. 
Even  its  juicy,  yellowish  fruit  possesses  such  a 
sweet  aromatic  flavor  that  it  is  much  Sought  after 
by  birds  and  other  animals.  In  fact  very  few  are 
accessible  to  mankind  in  a  perfect  and  ripened  con- 
dition. Having  fully  and  long  ago  described  this 
plant  in  my  monograph,  I  will  briefly  refer  again 
to  Its  action  as  a  cardiac  ner\'ine  and  sedative. 

It  would  seem  that  the  indications  for  the  use  of 
this  drug  are  even  not  half  understood  by  those 
having  long  ago  identified  themselves  with  the  ex- 
hibition of  this  remedy.  It  is  particularly  indicated 
in  the  so-called  functional  derangements  of  the 
heart,  many  of  which  follow  in  the  wake  of  im- 
paired digestion,  and  some  of  the  fugitive  attacks 
of  excitement,  now  so  common  incidents  of  our 
daily  life.  In  proportion  as  excitement  begets  ner- 
vousness, so  do  we  find  a  corresponding  and 
alarming  increase  of  functional  cardiac  dis- 
ease, mainly  the  result  of  "  shock"  to  the  sympa- 
thetic system  of  nerves.  I  think  if  physicians 
would  be  more  careful  in  their  observation  with 
this  cardinal  remedy,  it  would  be  found  to  be 
applicable  even  in  the  graver  lesions  of  this  most 
important  viscus  of  the  human  economy.  The 
range  of  this  drug  I  will  briefly  illustrate  with 
some  late  cases  in  practice  : 

Case  of  excessive  palpitation,  following  chronic 
dyspepsia ;'!'!' 

Mrs.  B.,  aige'42,  and  of  the  bilious  lymphatic 
temptframent,    called  to   be  examined   July  28th, 


1878.  She  was  married  21  years,  but  without 
children.  Complexion  sallow.  Contour  round. 
She  gave  the  following  account  of  previous  condi- 
tion :  For  a  number  of  years  dyspepsia  had  given 
her  much  uneasiness.  While  she  had  a  good  ap- 
petite, she  always  complained  of  too  much  fullness 
in  epigastrium  shortly  after  meals,  and  subsequent 
retention  of  flatus.  Two  years  ago,  was  laid  up 
with  inflammatory  rheumatism  of  the  limbs  only, 
which  lasted  six  weeks.  After  this  she  noticed 
the  first  symptoms  of  palpitation,  generally  follow- 
ing any  unusual  exertion.  Menstruation  always 
very  profuse.  During  the  past  year  palpitation 
gained  on  her,  especially  after  going  up  stairs,  or 
after  any  other  sudden  exercise.  For  the  past 
week  this  increased  at  such  a  rate  that  she  no- 
ticed vibrations  of  the  thorax.  It  now  affected 
her  mind,  so  that  she  became  nervous  as  well  as 
despondent,  and  in  consequence  was  afraid  to 
walk  out  alone. 

It  was  found  that  she  had  a  good  appetite,  and 
was  regular  in  her  habits.  Palpitation  is  succeeded 
by  a  queer  crawling  sensation  passing  across  the 
epigastrium  and  up  to  the  right  of  the  sternum, 
which,  on  reaching  the  point  of  the  sternal  notch, 
produces  a  sense  of  suffocation.  If  the  attack  is 
severe,  it  is  followed  by  cardiac  syncope.  Pulse 
feeble  and  compressible — 96  a  minute,  but  regular 
in  rhythm.  Going  up  stairs  induces  palpitation 
and  slight  dyspnoea.  The  urine  comes  away  in 
small  quantities  at  a  time,  accompanied  with  slight 
pains  in  lumbar  region.  Considerable  effort  is 
necessary  to  empty  the  bladder,  which  has  been 
observed  for  a  few  weeks.  The  uterus  is  hard  and 
congested,  tender  to  touch. 

Auscultation  elicited  a  laborious  condition  of 
the  cardiac  movements.  At  first  found  the 
sounds  very  irregular  in  time,  the  result  of  ner- 
vous excitement  while  under  examination,  which 
soon  passed  off.  All  the  sounds  were  of  a  ham- 
mering character.  No  bruit  de  soufflet.  Pre- 
scribed : 

5     Tinct.  cereus  grandiflorus,  |  ij. 

Sig.  Take  ten  drops  three  times  a  day  the  first 
week,  and  fifteen  during  the  second  of  using  the 
medicine.  Also  take  an  extra  dose  of  five  drops 
pending  a  paroxysm. 

Aug.  1 2th. — Patient  informs  me  that  she  did  not 
experience  so  much  relief  the  first  as  after  the 
second  week  of  using  the  medicine.  But  after 
taking  it  a  week  menstruation  appeared,  which 
was  one  week  later  than  it  should  have  been— 
three  weeks  being  the  usual  time,  and  yet  no  un- 
toward circumstance  occurred  which  might  have 
retarded  the  flow.  Palpitation  is  now  only  half  as 
troublesome  as  formerly,  even  after  indulging  in 
more  exercise.  Cardiac  pains  relieved  correspond- 
ingly.   '    ""•■;  ^■■'  "■  '  ■"■'■'    ■     -"i'---'' 
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Is  not,  so/.nen'ous,  aad  now  far  more  cheerful. 
Looks  Trior€']\6peful ;  her  friends  So  informed  her. 
Tenderness  of  abdomen,  which  was  a  source  of 
much  inn'oyance  in  the  region  between  theum- 
biHcus  and  epigastrium  formerly,  quite  reduced-iti' 
severity.  Pulse  now  stronger,  compressible,  regu- 
lar, and  88  per  minute.  Cardiac  sounds  nearly 
normal  with  a  strong  rhythm  and  regularity.  Gave 
her ; 

E.     Thict.  cereus  gi'andtft.orus,   ^ij. 

Sis^  T^^f^eei^ijpps  tfiree  dmes  C  day.    ' 

»-%ug<  irth.  VThgf  l-|isba|d  qf'  my  pa^ieif  re- 
quested a  renewal  of  the  same  prescription.  It 
had  benefited  her  so  much  that  he  advised  the 
continuance  for  a  while  longer.  He  claimed  that 
the  effect  it  had  on  her  mind  was  alone  worth  ta}<- 
ihg  it  'f6f.  Palpitation  quite  overcome.  For  the 
occasional  distress  of  stomach  other  treatment  was 
resorted  to.  ■.^<. , 

Case  of  Nervous  Palpitation.  Miss  Sarah  C, 
aet.  16,  a  dark-complexioned  girl  of  delicate  figure, 
applied  for  advice  August  8th,  1878:'"  '  '-'"  '     •  '*  '■; 

She  had  suffered  from  attacks  of  pAl^U^tifeti-  Jot- 
nearly  a  year,  which  for  the  last  four  weeks  were 
followed  by  severe  pain  in  the  prascordia.  Dysp- 
noea was  quite  a  troublesome  symptom  of  late, 
and  succeeded  by  "  incubtls."  Palpitation  easily 
induced,  and  sure  to  be  followed  by  sharp,  shoot- 
ing pains.  She  is  of  the  nervous  diathesis  and. 
easily  excited.  These  nervous  attacks  are  suc- 
ceeded by  temporal  headache.  Even  in  the  night 
she  is  awakened  with  an  occasional  attack  of  pal- 
pitation. Another  feature  of  the  case  is  a  copious 
perspiration  following  every  paroxysm,  which  first 
made  its  appearance  three  Or  four  months  ago. 
Appetite  not  very  good.  Menstruation  perfectly 
estabhshed  during  the  past  six  months.  ■'I'-'hrKHp:'!; 

Found  the  pulse  soft,  regular,  and  108  per  min- 
ute. Cardiac  sounds  of  a  tumultuous  character, 
yet  regular  in  time,  and  accompanied  by  chest  vi- 
bration. The  sounds  were  the  loudest  in  the  up- 
per cardiac  reg'ion.  Noticed  a  bellows  murmur  in 
the  region  of  the  fourth  left  costo-sternal  articula- 
tion—-its  maximum  intensity.     I  prescribed: 

"%\    TzMj.'^tereus grandij^orus,  ^jss. 

,^|g,',,  T^p  to  fiJEteen  drops  thre,e  times  a  day. 
Aug.  22d.  This  patient  made  such  rapid  im- 
provement that  she  did  not  have  to  take  the  medi- 
cine inr  maximum  doses.  In  fact,  relief  was  ob- 
tained in  such  a  short  space  of  time  that  it  never 
occurred  to  her  mind  to  report  in  person.  She 
was  cured  of  that  troublesome  palpitation,  and 
quite:  relieved  of  all  previous  nervousness. 

^<Q(^^\pf  Hy^eHropny  ofitie^e^rUw^h  Valvtt-r 
lar:i,pe)ic^e^(^,„.  Mrs.  Mary  _^;„;  jyi^o^jv,  aged  41, 
had  just  left  the  wards  of  Roosevelt  Hospital,  of 
this  city,  where  she  had  been  an  inmate  for  six 
montlis,  and  was  discharged  because  incurable. 
She  called  on  me  July  5tb,  1878,  tp  get  relieved  of 
the  .anguished  state  of  her.  ,rrii,Ki,d  pending  severe 
paroxysm^,  of  palpitation,.  It  shcpuld  be;  stated  that 
pericarditis  was  the  original  cause  of  her  trouble, 
and  finally  led  to  dropsical  effusfpn,  with  albumi- 
nous uqne,  and  other  bad  syni,ptoms,  due  to  heart 
failure^  She  stated  that,;jw-|iile  using  digitalis  in 
the  hospital  sbe  capie  neai-  losing  her  life  from  the 
effects,  of ,  la^'ge  doses  administered,  and  resulted 
in  ejccruciating  att^-cks  of  "  cramp  ''  of  the  jieart, 
.so  th|at  she, refused  to  take  any  pnore  of  t)aaX  medi- 
cine', :  It  was  the  only  med.icine  she  had  .used  dur- 
ing tiae.  past  six  months,  and  from  rest, and  good 
nursing  she  ^xperj^^c^4.^ni9f,9,,^?(5id^d.f;(?)^p4,f,hai>, 

from'theform^r;,  ;f.,.,2n,    ■    ^,K^,0     .^^ma/ .  nor. 
She  complamed    of  praecordial  pams   on   any. 


slight  exertion,  followed  by  palpitation,  dyspnoea 
and  syncope.  Excessive  palpitation  iit  the  sternal 
notch^  with  a  feeling  of  suffocation.  Mdst  >of  the 
cardiac  sounds  ti^ansposed  much~~below  the  usual 
?n5tie,  and  on  a  line  with  the  epigastrium,  and  be- 
low that.  Digestion  much  impaired,  and  low-spir- 
ited very  generally.  It  was  an  incurable  case,  of 
course,  and  would  only  serve  to  point  out  the 
sphere  of  usefulness  of  cereus  grandiflorus  in 
mitigating  the  sey'ere'^aroxysms.     I  gave"Tfier  jX' 

I3.      tinct.  cereus  grandijiorvls,%j.\      \  ^  ; 

feig.  Take  osn  drops  every  four  houfc  ii^T  little 
water'.    ''      '    * 

July  8th.  Patient  says  that  the  severity  of  all  of 
her  bad  symptoms  was  much  ameliorated  since 
taking  the  medicine.  The  principal  source  of 
trouble  to  her  now  was  from  dyspnoea  (probably 
oedema  of  lungs)  following  any  trivial  exertion.  Yet 
a  better  appetite  was  establis-hed  from  the  time 
this  rhedicine  was  iiised,  and  thkt  melancholy  dis- 
position, which  hung  like  a  pall  over  her  mind, 
yielded  to  the^  better  .es>tablished;  feeling  of  har- 
mony between  that  diseased  body  and  mind.  ,1 
heard  subsequently  that  while  under  the  influence 
of  this  medicine  she  felt  tolerably  easy,  thereby 
l^roving  its  good  effects  in  grave  lesions  of  cardiac 
disease. 


Cascara  Sagrado. 

AliBX.  M.  Gheek,  M.  D.,  Nashville,  Term. 

motto  has  been,  prove  and  test,  all, 
things,  and  hold  fast  to  that  which  is 
good.  Acting  on  this  principle,  and 
having  received  of  the  celebrated  firm 
of  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  whose  reputa- 
is  renowned  over  the  United  States  for  their  pure 
and  genuine  drugs,  several  of  their  preparations, 
among  which  was  the  famous  and  much  talked  of 
cascara  sagrado,  which  is  meeting  with  such  un- 
bounded success  in  the  four  corners  of  the  earth, 
I  determined  to  give  this  drug  a  fair  and  impartial 

trial.  / .  .  I ,  ■     ,  ■  .-: 

Case  I .  Mrs.  B.,  nineteen  years  of  age,  a  blonde, 
three  months  pregnant,  a  primipara,  applied  to  me 
for  treatment.  She  stated  that  she  had  been 
troubled  with  constipation  of  the  bowels  some- 
time before  her  marriage,  but  was  much  worse 
since  she  became  pregnant.  Two  physicians  of  this 
city  treated  the  case  without  avail,  and  told  the 
husband  that  nature  must  do  the  work.  Deeming 
this  a  good  oportunity  to  test  the  cascara  sagrado, 
1  prescribed, it.  ,,,,;  .,||, 

Jgr.     Cascara  sagrado,  J?  Zj^- 
Syr.  Simp., 
Aqua,  aa.  fl%j-  •     '.'mi  >!" 

M.  Sig.  Teaspoonfui  3  times  "daily, 
lady  a  week  after  taking  the  medicine. 
]-)erfectly  delighted.  She  exclaimed: 
that  medicine  acted  like  a  charm.  It  is 
remedy  for  constipation  that  I  ever  used."  To 
make  a  long  story  short,  I  will  say  that  the  patient 
is  fully  recovered  and  feels  as  happy  as  an  angel. 

Case  2.  Mr.  Joseph  B.,  husband  of  the  lady 
mentioned  in  case  first,  contracted  a  severe  cold 
\vhich  attacked  his  bowels.  He  had  all  the  symp- 
toms of  acute  dysentery,  which  lasted  three  days. 
He  states  that  he  was  feeling  so  bad  and  in  so 
much  pain,  and  having  no  medicine-  at  the  house, 
except  the  medicine  his  wife  was  taking  for  consti- 
pation, the  thought  occurred  to  him  that  he  would 
try  some  of  it,  thinking  it  would  do  him  no  harm  if 
no  good.  Imagine  his  surprise  after  taking  the 
fourth  dose  he  found  himself  entirely  relieved,  the 
pain  all  ggne  »j;v^,;4feg.dis(;harge  from  tjiftnfe^^^fe 


Imet'the 
She  was 
"  Doctor 

the  finest 
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checked.  So  it  seems  from  this  case  that  the  cas- 
cara  sagrado  may  be  useful  in  bowel  diseases  such 
as  diarrhoea  and  dysentery.  I  hope  some  of  the 
profession  will  give  it  a  trial  the  first  opportunity 
they  have. 

Case  3.  Mr.  C,  professional  man,  thirty  years 
of  age,  has  been  troubled  with  obstinate  consti- 
pation for  over  six  years.  He  attributes  the  cause 
to  close  sedentary  habits  while  a  student.  He 
states  that  his  bowels  were  regular  before  he  en- 
tered upon  the  arduous  duty  of  student  life.  He 
tells  me  that  he  has  tried  every  medicine  for  consti- 
pation from  podophyllin  down  to  Simmons'  Liver 
Regulator  without  finding  a  cure.  I  put  him  upon 
cascara  sagrado,  doses  three  times  daily.  He  has 
now  been  taking  the  medicine  over  three  weeks ; 
he  reports  that  he  feels  decidedly  better,  that  his 
bowels  are  regular,  and  that  he  feels  that  he  is  on 
the  high  road  to  recovery.  The  future  of  cascara 
sagrado  is  flattering  in  the  extreme.  I  deem  it  the 
greatest  known  remedy  for  constipation  we  have 
at  the  present  day.  I  esteem  it  a  very  important 
addition  to  our  materia  medica. 


Sulphate  of  Quinidia. 

By  John  C.  Stewart,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  York,  Me. 

OR  two  years  I  have  used  this  prepara- 
tion in  my  practice  as  a  substitute  for 
quinia,  and  with  increasing  confidence 
in  its  virtues.  I  was  first  led  to  test  it 
in  a  severe  epidemic  of  diphtheria  on 
account  of  its  expense  being  so  much  less  than 
that  of  quinia,  while  their  composition  is  held  by 
some  authorities  to  be  isomeric. 

The  first  case  in  which  I  used  it  was  a  boy  of 
four  years  suffering  a  severe  attack  of  diphtheria. 
I  ordered  3  grain  doses  of  sulphate  of  quinidia 
every  hour  until  quinism  should  be  obtained.  After 
eighteen  hours  I  saw  him  again.  He  had  taken  48 
grains.  The  temperature  had  fallen  from  105°  to 
100°,  and  no  signs  of  quinism  had  been  developed. 
The  temperature  aftei-wards  rose  to  102°,  while  the 
amount  of  quinidia  was  gradually  decreased  to  3 
grains  each  day,  and  the  disease  progressed  to  a 
favorable  termination.  Since  then  I  have  used 
quinidia  in  every  case  in  which  quinia  seemed  to  be 
indicated.  In  a  severe  case  of  neuralgia  of  the  fifth 
pair  of  nerves  occurring  periodically,  I  ordered 
quinidia  with  the  effect  of  relieving  the  paroxysm 
by  a  single  5  grain  dose,  after  a  neighboring 
practitioner  had  failed  to  relieve  it  with  the  usual 
5  grain  doses  of  quinia  repeated  every  six  hours. 

Not  to  quote  from  my  notes  further,  my  con- 
clusions may  be  briefly  summarized  as  follows  : 

Sulphate  of  quinidia  is  preferable  to  sulphate  of 
quinia  on  account  of  its  expense,  which  is  only 
about  one-half  as  great,  while  its  antiperiodic 
powers  are  greater,  as  is  shown  by  the  investiga- 
tions of  the  British  Madras  Commission.  It  is  less 
liable  to  produce  quinism,  I  having  never  seen  a 
case  arising  from  its  use,  while  I  have  often  seen  it 
from  quinia.  Its  power  as  a  tonic  is  fully  equal  to 
that  of  quinia,  while  the  dose  need  not  be  increased. 
The  taste  is  less  disagreeable,  and  it  seems  to  ex- 
cite the  same  catharsis  that  quinia  has  been  ob- 
served to  produce. 


Chestnut  Bark  as  an  Antiperiodic. 

R.  F.  Hood.  M.  D.,  Red  River  Iron  Works, 
Powell  Co.,  Ky. 

INCE  writing  you  some  weeks  since 
about  the  virtues  of  chestnut  bark  as 
an  antiperiodic  I  have  put  it  through  a 
most  severe  test,  and  have  never  found 
it  fail  in  a  single  instance  where  pru- 


dence was  observed  and  directions  followed.  In 
forty  cases  of  quotidian  the  paroxysm  has  been  de- 
ferred to  the  fourth  day  in  every  instance  where  it 
returned  at  all.  My  mode  of  using  it  is  to  take 
4  ozs.  of  the  rough  outside  bark  of  the  tree  (the 
older  the  tree  the  better),  put  into  a  convenient  ves- 
sel, pour  one  quart  of  boiling  water  over  and  let 
steep  fifteen  minutes  and  it  is  ready  for  use.  Let 
the  patient  begin  at  any  stage  of  the  disease  and 
take  a  teacupful  every  three  hours.  On  the  day 
the  paroxysm  is  expected  to  return,  if  it  should  not 
return,  go  through  the  same  course  on  the  6,  7,  13, 
14,  20,  21  and  27th  days,  and  I  will  almost  insure 
permanent  relief,  or  at  least  as  much  as  can  be  at- 
tained from  quinine  or  arsenic.  I  hope  that  you 
will  take  the  matter  in  hand  and  concentrate  the 
active  principle  and  have  it  given  a  fair  and  impar- 
tial trial.  Please  send  me  a  sample  of  the  first 
concentration  you  make,  that  I  may  try  it  in  my 
ague  district.  I  venture  to  hope  that  careful  trial 
will  prove  it  superior  to  even  quinine.  Suffer- 
ing humanity  is  entitled  to  it. 

P.  S. — I  should  have  stated  that  I  give  a  thorough 
mercurial  purge  before  beginning  with  the 
infusion. 

Treatment  of  Lead  Colic. 

By  George  Kelly,  M.  D.,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

N  your  last  issue  I  see  a  note  saying  that; 
a  correspondent  in  Colorado  wants 
some  ideas  on  the  treatment  of  "  lead 
colic,"  or  colica  pictonum,  as  it  is  more 
scientifically  termed.  I  have  had 
quite  a  number  of  patients  apply  to  me  for  relief 
from  this  very  ugly  disease,  some  of  which  were 
employes  in  the  white  lead  works  of  this  city.  I 
have  seen  this  disease  in  all  its  phases  from  the 
mildest  type  to  the  most  violent,  and  the  fol- 
lowing treatment  usually  had  the  desired  effect : 

I  first  open  the  bowels  in  severe  cases.  I  am  as 
a  rule  compelled  to  resort  to  an  injection  composed 

of  ;;!     -jr.i      |7'iJH 

Oleum  ricini. 

Molasses. 
Saponis  aa.  \j. 
Aqua  Tepidce  Oj. 
M, 
This   seldom  fails,  in  fact  it  never  has  in  my  • 
hands.     I  then  relieve  the  terrible  abdominal  pain 
with  opium  and  proceed  to  give  pot.iod.  in  25  grain 
doses  3  times  per  day.     If  the  opium  fails  to  afford 
relief  I  use  chloroform  by  inhalation.  I'lo  o- 1  't 

This  treatment  has  never  disappointed  me,  and  liJ 
give  it  for  what  it  is  worth.  f. 

Gelsemium  in  Epilepsy. 


By  M.  P.  Greensword.  M. 

N.  Y. 


D.,  POUGHKEEPSIE, 


BOUT   sixteen  years  ago   I   treated  JVi! 
case  of  convulsions  in  the  person  of  aiVJi 
unmarried   lady  of  22.     The  convu^, 
sive  actions  of  her  muscles  were  very.(. 
violent.     Her  eyes  rolled   about  ancl 
her  lips  and  eyelids  were  convulsed.     During  the 
paroxysms  her  teeth  were  firmly  pressed  together, 
and  her  body  was  sometimes  bent  backward  and 
sometimes  forward,  as  in  tetanus.     The  paroxysms 
varied  in  duration  from  a  quarter   of  an  hour  to 
twelve    hours.     Sometimes   they   recurred  several 
times  in  the  course  of  a  day.   They  were  periodical, 
occurring  generally  once   or  twice  a  month   and 
sometimes  oftener,  and  were  more  severe  at  the 
penstrual  period. 
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n  Uhere  was ,  so  «iiucb  gastric  irritation  tiiat  for 
seven  indntiis  she  was  compelled  to  remain  inyb«d! 
all  the  time,  and  during  that  period  she  vomitedi 
up  nearly  all  herfciodij  Thia  dWease;  was  ofnnine 
years'-duration.        ik'        .  i:.,    -       .     -,1    .. 

It  was:  plain  that  dysmeniorrhGea  was  the  exdt- 
iog  cause  of  the  fits,  therefore,  I  told ,  her  whfen 
I  .commenced  to  treat  her,  that  I  would  be 
Compelled  to  try.  the  aid  of  surgery,  but  agreed, 
1\1^  many  other  physicians  who  treated  her,  to 
user  medicine  first.  She  became  so  >weak  and' 
emaciated  from  the  fits  and  gastric  irritation,  that 
arrangements  were  made  for  her  funeral,  as  her 
death  was  daily  expected,  when  ,  I  commenced  the 
use  of. the  HiAid  extract  of  .gelsemiuiiia  sempervirens 
io  connection  with  tonics  and  alteratives.  After 
using,  the  gelsemium  a  day  or  two  she  com- 
rnaaced;  to  have  her;  fits  at  regular,  instead  of 
irregular,  intervals,  and;  they  then  occurred,  regu^, 
larly  once  a  week  ■  (Sundays).  Then,  ligave- the; 
g-elsemium  aloae  on  Sundays,  and  the  fits  appear- 
ed one  day  earlier  (Saturday),  when  I  also  gave 
the  same  remedy  Saturdays  as  well  as  .Sun-days, 
and  the  fits  happened  a  day  earlier  (Fridays),  when 
I  gave  the  gelsemium  also  on  Fridays,  and  the 
fits  ceased.  I  now  enlarged  the  os  uteri  by  the 
use  of  a  dil^^or,  a^ijd  .spoj^e  -tgjatSjjjdi^^ntinuing 
the  gelsemium,'  Dij\"contmijing 'me~'use  of  the 
alteratives  and  tonios,  etc.  In  about, 5ix  weeks  she 
was  entirely  cured    and    has  since  remained    free 

from  the  troulble.  ■  ^' '  ^  '>'  ^^'  ^s^'  "'-'^  ^  •    -      -•-  ■ 
ej/iiiv.'    ou/iiuioJ    ni  jfubnoq^t^iioa   ji 

hrM  "  lo  Jn^mlK-if]  t>r';  no  ?iY;W\   -uno? 

9-jom  2t  li  86  .uJLobeUa.  I-nflat^adcj  J 

^AtTENDED  i  rtT?^«lexk*ged  iinari-ied 
lady  of  40,  with  epilepsy.  During  the 
paroxysms  of  the  disease  she  strug- 
'  gted  so  violently  that  it  required  the 
'•  trriited'  ;  strength  of' ■  si^-  able-bodied 
women  to' lielptb'HOld  h^r  'sLtid'  'kee^"5i*ier  from  in- 
juring herself.  The  paroxysms  lasted  for  fifteen 
or  twenty  minutes  and  recurred  three  or  four 
times.  The  intervals  between  them  did'  not  last 
longer  than  ten  or  twelve  minutes.  '-Kftowing 
that  these  fits  were  caused  by  cos<?lve;ness  and  that 
she  must  either  have  a  movement  of  her  bowels 
irnmediately  or  die,  I  used  soap  water; irijections, 
but  after  using  tjwo  large  ones  they  f^iledj, to. 
relieve  her, bowels. , or  to.  reitoove  the  fitsv.i  J.jiow 
thoughtof  lobelia  and  instantly  gave  her  |ialf  a 
teaspoonful  of  the  seed..  She  had  not,  .swallpwefl. 
tHei  medicine  two  minutes  bef oje  jt  vomited;  h?r- 
and  turning  downward,. icaused  her  to-  pass  so 
much  fsecal  matter  that  it  filled  a  chamber  almost 
to  the  brim~-gTb.a:^§, immediately  cef^ed  and  she 
has  not  had  one  in  nueen  years. 

Some  time  aftet  this  .gvent  I ,  attejidg^ .an  jinfant, 
with  convulsions,  whooping-cough  and  phthisis 
pulmonalis.  Knowing  that  the  child  could  not 
li\^e  bti'tdi  few  days,  T' assured  the  parfe*n'ts  that  al- 
thdug'h  i  could  iibt' -save his  life,^!'  would  stop  the 
corivOlsJbns.  I  administered  th*!  iobelia  j|eed  and 
he'rhever  had  a'hofhfer  convulsion' ^S-p' to  the  time  of 
hfedieath.' '/-"'''■■'    ■•'*■■   "■   '*     .*'''^>^: 

r  "haWifc' oftbn  ilsed  this  remedy  successfully  in 
fitsV^'  I^'pridtnies,! relaxation  of'  the  muscles,  an d 
prevenfts  as  Well  a's  cures  epitepsy  and  other  fits. 
At)Out  a' year  ago  I  used  this  Terhedyin  the  con- 
vtllsiorlsof  4  child  about  three  years  of  ^age.  The 
bromide  of  potash  ha^d  previously  been  only  par- 
tially sudcdssfu'I;'  Thiis  remedy  (the  lobelia)  had 
ofiiy  been  Used  for  two  weeks  when'  t-he  ponvul-^ 
sft»nis,'whithAvere'<4f' daily  oofcurrQlce.oeased  en" 
tirely.  .'.lo-'i-j 


"Gentiana  Quinqueflora. 

r ;  By  DrI  C.  H .  YELVmCTON. 

HE  following  items  hastily  gath'ered.iro.^" 
my  note  book,  with  reference  to  the 
therapeutical  applications  of  gentiana 
quinqueflora,  maybe  of  interest  to  the 
readers  of  New  f|REPARATlONS ;  ,. 
.  Case  l,  Mrs.  B.,  thirty-seven  years  of  age, 
married*  has  had  three  miscarriages,  one  still-born 
child,  and  one  child  born  alive,  which  lived  but 
fortyjtwo  hours.  When  called  to  see  her,  she  was 
suffering  with  chills  ajid  hot  flashes ;  was  around 
t}]e;  house,  but  complained  of  ,a.  peculiar  ,tired  sen- 
sation. Pulse  one  hundred  and  eight,  Respiration 
twenty^two,  skin  of  a  waxy  appearance,  lips  lalood.^; 
less,  catamenia  had  made  its  appearai)ce,  three: 
times  within  one  month,  discharge  profuse;  she 
al^o  had  fqr  the  .pa^t.year,  suffered  with  lopseness, 
of  the  ^Ijow^ls,  wliicli  .was  ,most.  troublesojne  at. 
niglit,  often  causing  her  tp  arise  from  three  to  six 
times;  always  better , in  the  afternoon,.,  Bowels 
bloated  considerable ;  well,  a  very  peculiar  case. 
I  left  her,  sayi^  Ij^Yanfgd  j^i^hoqr  .to  think  her 
case  up.  Her  mind  wals  consiaeraoly  disturbed,  and 
shfe  was-  unable  to  concentrate  it  on  any  subject.  \' 
felt  that  this  case  must  b^iitreated  carefully,  and 
after  much  ;reflec^.ipn  iwadie.  th^:  foUpwing : 

J]^; 'Myristiba-orte  drachm,  pu'lv.  helonias  dioica 
one'  drSchtn',  sacch.  lactis  sii  drachms.  M.  Tritj 
ji/f^te' Wyi''!iA  mdrtar,  incorporating  thoroughly; 
toiV;  irf'caj^yules  of  grs.  v.  Take  One  at  nine' 
io-'clock  in'the  mbriiing,  one  at  three  in  the  after-' 
noon,  and  one  at  nine  o'clock  iri'the  evening'  of ' ^t 
uStial  bed  time.  •  This  Was  to  meet  the  tdndttidh^of 
menorrhagia;''  .1  )KJJii  •na-vr^i'  r.  ;jiuTaliu<;   if-ic-s/ luoi 

^,  Tr.  Senecip  aureus  one  and  a  half,  ounce,  tr,^ 
lillium  tigrinurn ,' one  half  'ounce;  ,  _M.  $.  Ta,4e| 
tvventy  drops, in  yatej- before  each, ii).e^l  a,s a  uterine^ 
tonic.     Agaip }.,,\'[,f^^  mr'.n'nu p  io '^'n-i?  ca  hns  .^ooT 

5,    Tr.  gentian  quinqueflora. sljhree  ounces, :  Trf 
nux  vomica  one-half  ounce.      Tr,:  capsicum;;  arid 
myrrh  .(TJi.ompson  No.  6)  one-half  ounce.     M.  .S,.. 
forty  to ,  ?j;;ffy,drpp,S;  in  .,>Y,ater.fhalf  ..a^ft  .-hoi^rcajft^Ei 
h3)e&^^-  b-imaa?  £iniup  rloidv/  ni  das j  n-oii  m  fiibifjiop 
-   'I  caJlecD'Oni  im'^^  patient  in  one- .week' and  fouAd" 
a' decided  improvement ;  the  appetite  which  had  for : 
weeks  previous  been  poor  and  capricious,  had  im- > 
proved,  the  bov^els  were  almost  natural,  the  com-' 
plexion  better,  and  the  menses  did  not  return  unftii 
their  regular  time,  and  ultimately  under  the  same 
treatment  an  entire  recovery  was  estabhshed,  and 
the  part  that  the  gentian,  as  an  antiperiodic  in  the  ■ 
condition lof;  the  bowels, i-sjvas  fully  apparent*..'  [inf. 
■  ■:.•.'     :     i-rii(i-//  .'.j-'d-.i'i /-I  <i!   lu   jf I, :.■■)•_..;  (IO    r>iniu|> 

Case  2,    Mrs.  H.,  thirty  years  of  age,  married, 
tnother  of  three  children,  hved  near  a  lake  and;; 
cranberry  marsh  (which  in  Warm  and  dry  weather' 
was  sometimes  quite  low,  the  bottom  being  exposed^ 
to  the  sun),  had  for  several  years  had  intermittent 
fever.   ;  The  day  she  called  at  my  office,  had  riddern-' 
in  an  easy  wagon  from  her  home,  scA^en  miles  disf' ' 
tant,  to  see  me;  had  never  been  her  medical  attendhl' 
ant.      Examination  showed   enlargement   of    the 
spleen  to  the  extent  that  it  was  visible   from   the 
thickness  of  the  left  side,  the  diameter  through  the 
left  si.dejwajs;^<^t  -liqast  t^y;G  4ij>cbep£g"e^efr)!iWffl.Jhe 
right  side,   great  tenderness  over  the  organ,  and,, 
considerable  disturban'ce  and  tehderness  of  liver,'' 
complexion  indicated  icterus,  digestive  organs  im- 
paired, gums  showed  previous  effects  of  mercurials, 
some  difficulty  of  breathing,  rhythm  of  the  heart 
unsteady.     She  wept. when  informed  that  the  prin- 
cipal difficulty  was  splenetic,  as  one  of  her  neigh- 
bers  iload  recently  <iiedi|rom  enlargement  of  the 
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spleen.  After  further  conversation  she  became 
more  cheerful  and  hopeful.     Prescribed  : 

15 .  Bromide  of  potass,  half  an  ounce,  bromide  of 
ammonium  six  drachms,  diluted  tr.  of  gentian  quin- 
queflora  six  ounces.  M.  S.  Take  a  teaspoonful  in 
water  half  an  hour  before  meals. 

^5.  Fluid  extract  gelsemium  three  drops  to  be 
taken  half  an  hour  after  meals.    ... 

Commenced  to  improve  the  fttst  -^eefc/arid  in 
eight  weeks  discharged  well,  and  no  more  medicine 
needed. 

Cases  3,  4  and  5.  Sons  of  Mr.  Calvin  Terrill 
Harmony,  Susq.  Co.,  Pa.,  was  first  called  July  20th, 
1875,  to  see  the  youngest,  six  years  of  age  ;  found 
him  quite  stupid  with  high  fever.  This  family 
lived  near  a  water-course,  and  about  thirty  rods 
from  a  mill  pond,  which  was  sometimes  full,  at 
other  times  near  empty,  which  caused  a  malarious 
at!mosphere.  History  of  the  case :  The  child  had 
for  a  week  or  more  at  times  complained  of  chilli- 
ness and  head  trouble,  which  finally  grew  worse 
until  they  became  alarmed  (others  in  the  same 
neighborhood  were  suffering  in  like  manner).  Here 
then  was  a  case  which  would  test  the  gentian 
quinqueflora ;  being  without  any  complications, 
prescribed  and  left : 

5  •  Tr.  gentian  quinqueflora  two  drachma,  aquae 
three  ounces.  M.  S.  A  teaspoonful  every  two 
hours.  Child  to  be  kept  in  the  house  morning  and 
evening,  also  through  the  hottest  part  of  the  day. 
The  father  in  surprise  inquired,  if  I  was  not  going 
to  leave  any  physic.  I  replied  that  I  had  left  all 
the  boy  rteeded  at  this  time,  and  that  it  was  not 
best  to  run  the  boy  through  a  threshing  machine  in 
order  to  have  him  get  well.  , '  '"' 

Cases  4  and  5  were  of  the  same  type  and  treated 
with  the  same,  and  all  recovered  within  one  week 
after  commencing  treatment.  No  other  medicines 
being  used,  and  within  four  miles  on  the  same 
water-course  at  least  twenty  other  cases  could  be 
given,  and  in  nearly  every  instance  no  other  agent 
but  gentian  was  used,  and  uniformly  a  complete 
recoveiy  was  reached  from  one  week  to  ten  days, 
and  no  recurrence  of  chills  afterwards. 

Rev.  C.  H.  Jewell,  pastor  of  the  M.  E.  Church, 
Lanesboro,  writes  me,  "  I  think  that  herb  saved 
my  life.  I  suffered  fearfully  with  an  abscess  of  the 
liver  and  was  given  up  to  die  by  a  number  of  phy- 
sicians, who  did  not  benefit  me  in  the  least.  Acci- 
dent introduced  the  herb  to  my  notice  and,  pro- 
curing some,  1  commenced  its  use.  Improvement 
followed  almost  immediately,  and  soon  1  recovered 
under  its  use ;  it  was  considered  almost  a  miracle 
at  the  time,  and  I  believe  it  is  the  best  remedy  for 
a  bilious  condition  ever  used." 

Rev.  p.  B.  Van  Sickel,  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  at  Beech  Creek,  Pa.,  writes  me  :  "  Words 
fail  to  express  my  gratitude  for  the  interest  you 
have  taken  in  myself,  my  wife  and  family.  Mrs. 
Van  Sickel  has  been  very  much  benefited  by  the 
niedicine  you  kindly  furnished  her,  and  is  at  the 
present  writing  feeling  almost  as  well  as  ever." 

The  history  of  the  case  was  as  follows  :  The 
lady  had  suffered  with  chills  and  fever,  and  as  all 
medication  failed,  she  was  advised  a  change  of 
location.  Her  husband  also  suffering  with  chills 
and  fever,  and  a  bronchial  trouble,  his  wife  con- 
cluded to  visit  her  relatives  in  New  Jersey,  and  he 
was  advised  to  go  to  Nebraska,  which  he  did. 
IV^rs.  Van  Sickel  stopped  here  to  visit  some  friends 
in,  this  county,  where  her  husband  had  formerly 
preached.  Having  been  our  pastor,  she  naturally 
came  to  her  old  doctor.  I  furnished  her  with  a 
pint  of  the  tr.  of  gentiana  quinqueflora,  which,  after 
the  return  of  her  husband,  called  forth  from  him 
the  above,  which  is  an  extract  from  his  letter  to  me. 


Cascara  Sagjado  in  Constipation. 

,  G.  Sutton,  M.  D.,  Geneva,  Ohib: 

N  reading  of  cascara  sagrado,  which  is 
so  highly  recommended  through  your 
journal,  I  concluded  to  try  it  in  that 
much  dreaded  disease,  constipation. 
Accordingly,  1  ordered  sonje  of  Parke. 
Davis  &  Co.  I  tried  it  in  a  number  of  cases, 
in  which  it  worked  well,  and  in  one  case, 
which  was  especially  interesting  to  me,  it  did  more 
than  I  had  expected.  I  was  called  to  visit  Mrs. 
S.,  who  had  been  sick  for  the  last  three  years,  the 
last  two  of  which  she  has  not  had  a  natural  evacua- 
tion of  the  bowels,  always  being  compelled  to  use 
an  enema,  which  often  failed  to  produce  the  de- 
sired effect,  sometimes  she  would  pass  three  or 
four  days  without  an  evacuation,  although  using 
an  injection  every  day.  She  had  taken  cathartics 
without  any  benefit  from  a  half  dozen  physicians 
from  all  schools,  had  adopted  hygienic  measures 
and  carried  thenj  ptit  well,  but  to  no  effeqt.  I  gave 
her 

3     Cascara  sagrado,  "qJ. 
Herberts  aquzfoh'utn,  "^j. 
Syr.  simpi^-^,  |  ^j- 
and  ordered  her  to  take  a  teaspoonful  four  times  a 
day  until  her   bowels  acted   freely  (as  I  had    for- 
gotten to  state,  her  bowels  had  not  moved  for  four 
days  when  I   first  began  its   use),  then  but   three 
times  a  day  ;  the  desired  effect  was  soon  produced. 
The  dose  was  diminished  one  teaspoonful  per  day, 
and  before  she  had  taken  the   second    prescription 
she  said  she  needed  no   more  medicine,  and  now 
she  appears  natural  in  that  respect. 

I  also  wish  to  state  I  have  used  the  grindelia 
with  good  success  in  asthma.  And  in  conclusion 
I  think  them  two  valuable  remedies,  which  only 
need  .be  tried  to  prove  their  virtues. 


Nucleus  in  the  Red  Blood  Corpuscle 
Again. 

From  H.  A.  JOHNSON,  M.  D.,  Chicago,  111. 

HAVE  just  read  in  your  issue  of  July 
your  comments  upon  D.  J.  Hoffman's 
letter  in  relation  to  the  studies  of  the 
human  blood  by  the  late  Dr.  J.  W. 
Freer,  of  this  city.  It  is  well  known 
to  many  microscopists  that  Dr.  Freer  believed  that 
he  had  discovered  a  nucleus  in  the  human  blood 
corpuscle.  He  did  discover  a  body,  which,  if  there 
is  a  nucleus,  I  think  is  it.  In  reply  to  your  state- 
ment that  you  "  doubt  very  much  if  the  red, 
corpuscle  itself  could  be  seen  by  reflected  light  at 
all,"  I  beg  to  state  that  I  have  studied  the  red 
corpuscle  by  reflection,  and  have  seen  it  hundreds 
of  times.  I  presume  I  can  show  it  well  under  a  1-25, 
and  I  presume  higher  powers.  The  methods  of 
manipulation  have  been  published,  and  are,  I  sup- 
pose, well  known  to  experts.  I  send  by  to-day's 
mail  a  copy  of  i\\e.  "  Lens,"  in  which  the  method 
devised  by  myself  was  first  published.  This  article 
was  copied,  I  believe,  in  iht^^p^i^^n^jf^aiicp^ical 
yonrnal. 

That  Dr.  Freer's  discovery  was  recognized 
abroad  is  evident  from  the  notice  of  it  in  at  least 
one  foreign  work,  "  Text  Book  of  Physiology,"  by 
John  Hughes  Bennett,! M.  D.,  F.  R.  S.,  Edinburgh,,, 
1872,  pp.  61  and  65.  Whether  this  is  a  nucleus  or 
not  is  the  question  that  seems  not  yet  settled.  The 
appearance  of  the  corpuscle,  as  seen  by  reflected 
light,  is  given  in  plate  III,  fig.  12,  of  the  same 
work.  Dr.  Freer's  studies  were  publishe4^p.j^|^e: 
Chicago  Medical  yournal,  K'^x'^  15,  1869.    •  '" 
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FROM   DR.  HOFFMANN.  g^P^; 

Perinit.meto  refer  you,  in  recognition  of  your 
answer  to  my  article  on  "  The  Red  Blood- 
Corpuscle  Nucleus,"  to  the  following  .^idence, 
more  than  sustaining  me  in  my  ev^'^jr-  point, 
r  must  correct  the  statement,  however,  that  no 
notice  of  Professor  Freer's  discovery  was  taken 
abroad.  Lately,  a  copy  of  Bennett's  Physiology, 
1873,  was  shown  me  to  contain  the  following  men- 
tion of  his  discovery  :  "  When  examined  by  a  good 
obliqtie  direct  light  on  a  black  ground,  Dr.  J.  W. 

Freer,  of  Chicago,  showed  me  that  the  colored 
blood-corpuscles  of  men  and  of  the  frog  exhibited 
a  prominence  in  the  center,  as  show  plate  iij,  fig. 
12,  page  61,  near  bottom."  Prof.  Freer  first 
published  it  in  the  Chicago  Medical  Journal, 
April  15th,  1869.  Prof.  Kollman,  of  Munich, 
refers  to  this  subject  at  length,  of  which  paper  1 
translate :  "  Prof.  J.  W.  Freer,  Professor  of  Physi- 
ology, in  the  Medical  College  of  Chicago,  has  used 
Wales'  Illuminator  for  the  examination  of  red 
blood-corpuscles.  The  improved  method  enabling 
observations  to  be  made  with  a  very  strong  light, 
and  great  magnifying  powers,  caused  a  remark- 
able peculiarity  to  be  perceived  in  blood-cor- 
puscles." It  will  be  observed,  that,  not  only  on 
dry,  but  also  on  fresh  blood-corpuscles,  the 
nucleus  is  plainly  visible,  as  aptly  shown  by  the 
plates  in  Bennett's  Physiology.  I  would  merely 
add,  that,  since  1868,  the  nucleus  has  been  yearly 
demonstrated  at  Rush  Medical  College.  Professor 
Wadsworth  has  not  received  the  letter  of  inquiry 
you  refer  to  in  your  editorial,  but  is  preparing  an 
article  for  the  Chicago  Medical  Journal,  on  above 
topic,  to  appear  in  November  or  December  num- 
ber. There  is  still  more  evidence  to  satisfactorily 
prove  that  our  lamented,  learned  professor,  F.  W. 
Freer,  is  the  discoverer  of  the  red  blood-corpuscle 
nucleus,  and  recognized  as  such  by  some  of  oyr 
best  authorities  here  and  abroad. 
Respectfully, 

Dr.  J.  C.  HOFFMANN. 

Chicago,  Sept.  27,  1878. 


Cascara  Sagrado. 

By  C.  W.  Hansen,  M.  D.,  Oakland,  Cal. 


at  the 

year 


HEN   camping  in  a  little  valley 
foot  of  Mount   Shasta   about   a 

ago,  I  was  consulted  by  Mrs.  S . 

She  had  been  a  sufferer  for  five  years, 
she  said  ;  had  been  to  all  the  springs, 
arid  tried  all  the  doctors  in  the  country,  with- 
out obtaining  more  than  momentary  relief.  Her 
case  was  plain  enough  :  sallow  complexion,  general 
emaciation,  broad,  flabby  tongue,  coated  with  a 
thick,  yellow  fur,  foul  breath,  cardialgia,  headache, 
a  feeling  of  faintness  and  drowsiness,  relieved  for 
a  short  period  by  eating ;  habitual  constipation, 
etc.,  all  denoted  a  bad  case  of  atonic  dyspepsia. 
On  examination  I  found  the  liver  enlarged,  regular 
in  outline,  with  considerable  pain  on  pressure  over 
the  left  lobe,  evidently  due  to  congestion.  Uterine 
functions  but  slightly  disturbed,  and  no  visible 
organic  lesion.  I  could  find  no  fault  with  her 
diet  or  general  mode  of  living,  and  concluded,  on 
the  whole,  that  I  had  a  veiy  stubborn,  if  not  hope- 
less case.  On  my  return  home  I  forwarded  her 
I  iv  Case.  Sag.,  directing  her  to  make  a  tincture 
with  a  quart  of  whisky,  and  to  take  a  teaspoonful 
of  the  mixture  undiluted  directly  after  eating.  I 
saw  her  again  about  a  month  ago,  a  well  woman. 
She  had  experienced  relief  within  a  week,  and  the 
improvement  had  been  steady  and  .uninterrupted. 
I  report  her  case,  because  I  consider  it  typical  of  a 
large  class  commonly  met  with,  and  often  a  source 
of  great  annoyance  to  the  practitioner.  The  cure 
I  attribute  to  the  stimulating  properties  of  the 
whisky,  and  the  action  of  the  cascara  in  restoring 
a  healthy  tone  to  the  gastric  and  intestinal  glands 
and  follicles. 

Before  closing  I  must  speak  of  the  cascara  in 
hemorrhoids.  When  the  disease  is  due  to  obstruc- 
tions in  the  alimentary  canal,  it  certainly  acts  like 
a  charm ;  while  other  cathartics  increase  the 
trouble  by  their  irritating  action  on  the  mucous 
membrane,  the  cascara  is  soothing  and  effective  at 
at  the  same  time,  and  if  taken  persistently  in 
small  doses,  will  cure  the  disease  entirely  in  the 
majority  of  cases. 


Correspondence. 


Inquiries. 


I  received  the  copy  of  New 
Shepherd's-Purse.    Preparations,  July  number, 
,(ij   iv  am  much  pleased  with  it ;  is 

just  what  every  physician  should  read.  Will  some 
one  give  their  experience  with  capsella  bursa  pas- 
toris  (shepherd's-purse)  }     Yours  truly, 

W.  C.  GRIFFITH,  M.  D. 
New  Castle,  Dixon  Co.,  Neb. 

I  suppose  like  other 
Kalium  Xanthogenatum.  editors,  you  are  will- 
ing to  answer  through 
yoii'f 'journal.  New  Preparations,  such  questions 
as  subscribers  may  desire  to  ask.  Will  you  in  this 
way  inform  me  if  kalium  xanthogenatum  is  suit- 
able to  be  taken  internally.  I  have  been  informed 
that  a  small  quantity  of  this  salt  mixed  with  fruit 
will  preserve  it,  withotit  the  necessity  of  cooking. 
I  have  prepared  some  in  this  way,  which  seems  to 
keep  perfectly,  but  I  am  afraid  to  set  it  before  my 
family  to  eat  without  the  advice  of  persons  compe- 


tent to  judge.  I  therefore  address  myself  to  you, 
and  shall  look  anxiously  in  your  publication,  which 
I  always  read,  for  a  reply. 

A  CONSTANT  READER. 

Auburn,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  3,  1878. 


I  would  request 
Fucus  Vesiculosus.  *-  i<">ni  information  as  re- 
Allan's  Anti-Fat   Remedy,     gards  the  injurious 

effects  (if  any)  of 
fucus  vesiculosus.  Can  you  inform  me  as  to  the 
composition  of  Allan's  anti-fat  remedy,  so  exten- 
sively advertised.  Several  cases  are  reported  to 
me  where  one  or  other  of  these  remedies  has  re- 
sulted fatally.  I  am  at  present  engaged  in  inves- 
tigating this'  matter,  and  any  light  that  you  or  any 
of  your  numerous  subscribers  can  throw  on  the 
subject  will  be  duly  appreciated.  Be  kind  enough 
to  give  this  inquiry  publication  in  your  next  issue. 
W.  H.  D.  LEWIS,  M.  D, 
E.  47TH  St.,  Chicago,  Illinois,  Aug.  20,  1878. 
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Replies. 


For   the   benefit   of    Dr.   Hilton 
Baby  Syrup,     and  others  who  wish  a  good  baby 
syrup,  please  publish  the  following : 
5.     Potas.  bromid.,  ^ij. 
Paregoric,  Z  j- 
Syrup  orange  peel,   |  zv. 
'  M.  S.'  Teaspoonful  often  as  necessary, 

E.J.  MARsHr|i;.;D,^ 
Southwest  Oswego,  N.  Y.  ^ 


On  perusal  of  the 
Irritability  of  Children.  July  number  of  NEW 
Tinct,  Croci.  Preparations,  I  find 

''^'  ''  on  page  64  the  inquiry 

of  Dr.  Hilton,  of  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  for  a  remedy 
whereby  to  allay  irritability  of  children,  where  it  is 
notdesirable  to  continue  opiates.  As  I  informed 
you  in  a  former  communication,  I  am  no  M.  D., 
but  have  composed  medicines  after  the  prescrip- 
tions of  the  best  physicians  in  Pozen  Province, 
Prussia,  and  recollect  that  in  such  cases  as  Dr. 
Hilton  mentions,  they  were  prescribing  tinct.  croci 
(pp.  345,  resp.,  338,  Pharmac.  Germ.),  made  of  the 
genuine  crocus  sativus,  sold  in  this  country  under 
the  name  of  "  Spanish  saffron."  A  good  many 
physicians  in  this  country  say  that  the  crocus  has 
no  medical  qualities  ;  a  drug,  though,  whereof  two 
drachms  will  kill  a  man  can  hardly  be  called 
wholly  inert,  and  as  the  tincture  had  a  good  effect 
in  Europe,  it  might  be  worth  trying  here.  ■  Dose, 
five  to  twenty  minims,  in  syr.  simp.,  in  intervals 
from  fifteen  minutes  to  two  hours. 

JOHN  THOMPSON.  Apotlvecary. 
Cusf AR,  O.,  Aug.  13th,  1878.  '"''     ■    "    ' 


"iOur  friend,  Mr.  E.  H. 
Irritability  of  Children.    Sargent,      the     eminent 

pharmacist  of  Chicago, 
informs  us  that  fluid  extract  catnip — old  woman's 
remedy  though  it  may  be  called— is  really  a  very 
valuable  agent  in  controlling  the  irritability  of 
children,  replacing  opium  and  its  preparations. 
-[ED.]  

'■'  •  This  salt  is  composed 
Kalium  Xanthogenatum.  of  one  equivalent  of 
Ci  Ho  0,  Ka  0,  2  (  C  S^ )      oxide     ethyl,    one     of 

oxide  potassium,  and 
two  of  bi-sulphide  carbon.  It  is  a  slow  poison  in 
doses  of  from  two  to  four  drachms.  In  small 
quantities  it  is  probably  harmless.  This  salt,  when 
brought  in  contact  with  acid  and  the  air,  liberates 
sulphurous  acid  and  carbonic  oxide  (or  carbonic 
acid),  to  which  properties  are  due  its  antiseptic 
effects.  When  used  in  small  quantities  for  the 
preservation  of  fruit,  the  acids  in  the  fruit  would 
decompose  the  salt,  and  the  resulting  products 
would  be  harmless  ones  [Ed.] 


nijiq 


"  Communications. 


I    have  used   quite    ex- 
Cascara  Sagrado.  tensively  some  of  P.,  D.  & 

Grindelia  Robusta.  Co.'s  new  remedies,  as  for 
Cereus  Grandiflorus.  instance,  cascara  sagrado, 
Boldo.  for  habitual  constipation  ; 

grindelia  robusta,  for  asth- 
matic affections;  cereus  grandiflorus,  for  palpita- 
tion of  heart ;  boldo,  for  indigestion  and  torpor  of 
liver  (all  fluid  extracts),  and  have  not  been  disap- 
ppinted.  Each  and  every  article  has  come  fully 
up  to  the  recommendation  of  it  in  back  numbers 
of  your  New  Preparations.     .    i,,oiM-.r-,       .  ■ 

In  all   my  past    experience  of  thirty-five  years 
of  practice,  I  have  not  found  such  uniformity  in 


good  results  from  new  remedies,  as  I  have  in  those 
advertised  by  your  journal. 

ERASTUS  T.  BUSSELL,  M.  D. 
168  Park  Avenue,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 


I  have   used  fluid   extract 
Black  Haw.  black  haw  with  good  success 

Yerba  Santa.  in  the  only  two  cases  that  I 

Grindelia  Robusta.     have  had  an  opportunity  to  do 
Jaborandi.  go   ;„,  and  I  think  it  worthy 

of  further  observation.  Also 
used  yerba  santa  andgrindelia  robusta  with  surpris- 
ing good  results  in  cases  of  bronchitis  with  asth- 
matical  complications;  have  used  a  preparation 
of  jaborandi  said  to  be  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s,  but 
could  obtain  no  satisfactory  results  from  a  four- 
ounce  bottle,  hence  am  of  the  conclusion  they  did  not 
make  it,  as  I  have  seen  some  of  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s 
used  since  with  satisfaction. 

O.  C.  LUCAS,  M.  D. 
Mt.  Vernon,  111. 


I  have  tried  t'arke,  Davis  & 
Cascara  Sagrado.  Co.'s  preparation  of  cascara 
sagrado  in  a  great  many  cases 
of  constipation,  and  it  has  not  failed  to  give  the 
best  of  satisfaction  in  every  case.  Mr.  S.,  a  bad 
case  of  constipation,  compelled  to  take  physic 
every  week. 

'  %.     Fluid  extract  cascara  sagrado,  ^. 

Syrup  simplex, -^iij.  , 

M.  Sig.     Teaspoonful  3   times  a  day.    I'ln.'  pne; 
week  reported   himself  regular  as   a  clock,  only 
having  to  use  one-half  teaspoonful  three  times  a 
day.     I  could  report  many  cases  with  equally  good 
results,  but  let  this  suffice  for  the  present. 

C.  M.  SPARKS,  M.  D. 

1333  Eastern  Ave,,  Cincinnati,  O. 


Havmg  made  frequent 
Cinchonidia  Sulphate,  use  in  my  extensive  prac- 
tice of  the  cinchonidia) 
sulphate,  and  still  prescribing  it  largely  with  gre^tf 
success,  I  coincide  fully  with  the  author  on  page 
63.  Mr.  John  Thompson,  Custer,  Ohio.  It  is  a 
valuable  substitute  for  quinine,  only  a  little  more 
active  on  the  cerebrum  in  ch;14rei).  .Qlad  tQ  get 
your  little  journal  occasionally.,',!  ^,,,,[,1  ,,,,,,   ,,.1  . 

,     LEO  DE  LEUW,  M.  d! 
Baden,  ,^.9^7]^  Sp,.  Louis,  Mo.,  Sep.  5, 1878. 

I  am  using  grindelia 
Gt;i|id€fU^.  J^obustA.  I  robusta  in  a  case  pro- 
.v,>  ivdFt  \o  >.;)I"'-H  ../MDOunced  heart  disease.  ,J=; 
located  the  trouble  in  the  bronchial  tubes,  either 
rheumatic  or  neuralgic.  He  had  been  under  treat- 
ment of  professors  in  Syracuse  University  and  sev-,, 
eral  other  eminent  physicians  of  Auburn,without  the 
least  benefit.  He  has  taken  the  grindelia  for  ten  or 
twelve  days  with  the  most  favorable  results.  I 
heard  from  him  yesterday  by  his  brother,  who  says 
he  has  improved  amazingly ;  is  around  smart, 
telling  every  invalid  he  meets  to  go  to  Phelps,  to 
old  Dr.  Burt.  But  we  must  wait  for  results  ;  if  it 
proves  truly  a  cure  you  will  hear  from  me  again. 

J.  BURT,  M.  D. 
Phelps,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  12,  1878, 

nrpmli.      aueoloDtaaV 

I  had  a  case  of  nervous  head- 

Guarana.  ache  of  several  years'  standing,  a 

Chionantbas.       lady  aged  sixty  years,  which  baf»X-> 

fled  all    medical    treatment,  but 

after  giving   fl.  ext.   guarana  in   half-teaspoonful 
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doses,  three  t6  four  times  per  day,  for  several 
weeks,  effected  a  permanent  cure.  The  patient 
says  she  feels  better  than  she  has  for  years.  I 
have  used  it  in  other  cases  with  excellent  results. 
In  fact  it  has  never  failed  me  when  indicated.  I 
think  it  is  a  nervous  tonic,  antispasmodic  and  seda- 
tive. It  is  certainly  indicated  in  low  stages  of 
fever,  where  there  is  brain  trouble.  I  would  not 
practice  without  the  remedy. 

I  had  a  patient,  male,  aged  50  years,  who  had 
jaundice  and  enlargement  of  the  liver  6i  several 
years'  standing.  I  treated  him  for  several  months, 
chionanthus  being  the  leading  remedy.  He  is 
now  nearly  well.  I  have  used  it  in  a  number  of 
cases  of  torpid  hver,  with  fine  results.  Its  medici- 
nal properties  are  alterative,  aperient  and  diuretic, 
with  marked  effect.  Given  in  doses  of  from  ten 
to  twenty  drops,  three  to  four  times  per  diem. 
<■  ^.Jih  ^i/riCf  ,t3>i-i  I  would,  with  the  balance 

Berberis  Aquifolium.     of  the  testimony,  call  the 

attention    of    the     profes- 
sion to  this  most   excellent  remedy. 

I  had  case  of  a  girl  aged  1 2  years  who  had  herpes 
zoster  in  a  severe  form.     I  prescribed  : 

:^„   Berberis  aquifolium,  4.  §3b£^3fi^  fiisaefi': 
Iodide  potassium,  4  Z- 
Water,  4  \.. 

M.  S.     Dose,  teaspoonful  4  times  per  day.    This 
sii^gle    prescription    cured    the    disease    in,  three, 
weeks.  /i-j/j 

I  have  used  it  in  other  diseases  wherever  ^.an 
alterative  was  indicated  with  splendid  results.  I 
would  think  it  an  excellent  remedy  .^n  scrofula, 
herpes  and  any  form  of  vesiculas.        '  '       "  \ 

But  let  me  add  that  we  should  study  rhdre  about 
these  remedies  and  get  better  acquainted  with 
them.  In  the  future  I  may  say  something  on  this 
subject,  as  without  this  psirticular  study  and 
knowedgel  cdiild  scarcely  practice  medicine. 

JOHN  A.  HEMING,  M.  D. 
Red  Key,  Indiana. 


I  haveTi'^d"^  s^fi^fkctoiV 
Cascara  Sagrado.  results  from  cascara  sagrado, 
Pulsatilla.  and  the  Pulsatilla.     I  believe 

?o,:q^no  -'ff"!-     ■  'that  in  the  sagrado  you  have  a 
remedy   for  "Constipation   of  immense  value,  and 
even  if  while  discovering  this  you  have  experiment- 
ed'With  several  things  which  have  proven  of  little 
utility  your  labors  have  not  been  in  vain, 
.a  .17,  ,7/'j;[.l     Respectfully  yours, 
.H'-Hi'c   q^ci  .  '^''     'i^'H.  H.  BAKER, 'W.'T);^ 
Cleveland,  O.,  July  2,  1878. 


-niq  -s^.u,  .,:  p  ''One  of  my^*^patients'-Has- 
FHicir»V««licUlosasj<  'taken  two  bottles  of  fluid  ex- 
'iilj:i  .^-tidul  li  I  I  .<nof(ract  fucus  vesiculosus,  and 
weighs  27  lbs.  less  than  she  did  when  she  com- 
menced taking  it.  Another  one  has  taken  one  bottle 
and  isi5  lbs.  lighter,  and  sheis  as  happy  as  a  bird. 
She  has  done  her  housework  for  a  large  family  all 
through  this  hot  weather  without  any  help.  She 
had  the  asthma  when  she  commenced  this  remedy, 
but  all  symptoms  of  it  have  disappeared. 
'  •  ''    VeVy  truly  yours,     '"vrii  ■^^^nl^  ^^nih 

C.  S.  MAYNkRDu^.-it).  I-'" 
Paw  Paw,!  Micih.,  July  20,  1878.  •    '■  yinri  ^./ok 
,T>iJi]         

Mrs.  J.  aged  26.'  Prim. 
Fucus  Vesiculosus.  Menstruates  regular,  very 
scant  and  painful,  never  last- 
ing longer  than  two  hours.  Weight,  176  lbs. 
Ordered  a  dessert  spoonful  of  fluid  extract  fucus 
vesiculosus,  to  be  taken  three  times  a  day  and 
continued   it  until    two   pounds   werf  taken,  with 


a  net  gain  of  seven  rand  one-half  pounds,  and 
improved  digestion.  She  quit  the  new  remedy- 
in  despair,  having  taken  it  for  obesity. 

Yours  respectfully,   iP  xdisa 
J.  P.  DICE,  M.  D. 
Xenia,  O.,  August  15, 1878. 


So  far  as  I  have  used  your 
Cascara  Sagrado.  new  preparations  I  am  well 
Salicylic  Acid.  pleased  with  them,  especially 

the  cascara  sagrado,  yerba 
santa,  berberis  aquifolium  and  gentiana  quinque- 
flora,  as  a  regulator  of  the  bowels  and  a  tonic  to  buildf 
up  the  system  after  our  malarious  fevers.  I  hav^" 
never  seen  anything  to  equal  the  fluid  extract  cas- 
cara sagrado  combined  with  nitro-hydrochlo.  acid. 
I  see  in  your  January  number  a  communication 
over  the  signature  of  W.  M.  Dodson,  M.D.,  on  the  use 
of  salicylic  acid,  who  seems  to  not  be  satisfied 
with  his  formula.     I  will  give  mine  : 

'^.    Salicylic  acid,   "^iv. 

Liq.  ammonia  acet.,    |  viii. 

M.  Sig.     Tablespoonful  every  three  hours.    Thifef 
prescription  I  have  used  in  acute  articular  rheuma- 
tism with  marked  success,  and  with  no  unpleasant 
effects.  .  UH,-'    iic.'i',(|r 

When  I  have  more  time  -win  give  further  expe-: 
rience  with  other  preparations.  muh 

i  Yours  truly,  • 

'  J.  D.  LOONEY,  M.  D. 

Brinkley,  Ark.,  July  17,  1878. 


T-r   ■•'j<"'' ■  ,^''   -^  'lili'llli   ir-.JJUt  illQ'lJ 

Huid  extract  aoteae  rubra  is 
Acteae  Rubra,  said  to  be  a  violent  cathartic.  I 
used  it  in  7  drop  doses  oh  myself 
without. any  effect.  Gave  it  to  a  lady  in  10  drop 
doses.  Instead  of  purging,  it  produced  ayoraciouS| 
appetite  and  toned  up  her  systerri.  In  another 
case  (lady)  I  administered  20  drops  thrice  daily  to 
overcome  an  obstinate  constipation,  without  re- 
lieving the  cause.  Increased  to  30  drops  thrice 
daily  it  produced  regular  stools  daily,  increased  the 
appetite  and  toned  up  the  system  wonderfully. 
Suppose  the  drug  should  be  tried  in  a  relaxed  diges- 
tive tract,  debility,  and  possibly  in  dyspepsia  and 

chronic  gastric  troubles.      „  ,,^  .    „ ^ -^ 

Respectfully  ,,  u  JJ     > 

HENRY  ^.  WENZEL,  M.  D. 
Theresa,  Wis.,  September  23,  1878. 


1   have   used    a   great. 
Cinchonidia  Sulphate,     deal  of  this  with  success 
'  ,,,i.)vi)j.<  ic'    .i-i  n  ..       in   my    practice.      I    am 
located ^n  a  country  where  we  have  a  great  deal;, 
of  malaria  to  treat.     I  have  usjed  almost  all  2^n\M) 
perjodics  known,  and  like  sulphate  of  einchonidiai 
better  than  quinine.     It  has  this  advantage  over  ■ 
the   latter  that  it  is  cheaper,  produces  less  cere- 
bral disturbance,  and  is  as  efficient  as  quinine.    In 
the   treatment    of    intermittent   fever,   the   plan    I 
usually  pursue  is  to  give  a  purgative    of   calomel 
and  rhubarb,  or  calomel,  and  ext.  colocynth  comp., 
followed  liy  logrs.  doses, of  sulph^  cinchonidia,  qf-j 
which    I  give  enough  to  interrupt  the  paroxysni;^" 
then  to  complete  the  cure  I  give  the  following :  . ,  jQ 
I    i5>"^,,  \4lrseni0us  acid, grs.  iv.  ■'- .  ioS 

Strychnia  sulph.,  s^rs.  ij. 

Cinchonidia  sulph.,  3  iss.  ../n 

Iron  sttlphi,  3  iss. 

Aloes  HOC,  ^i. 

Mi  ft.  massa.    Divide  in  pill,  96.'  One  three  tirii-ili'l 
daily  after  meals.     By  pursuing  the  above-nart^ed 
course,  I  seldom  fail  to  effect  a  cure.     More  soon.' 

ri..../  y/ii-7jiiili  lu     G.  W.  BAYLOR,  U.  UJ^ 
■Willtow^n^UNd.;  Sept.  17,  1878.  '-•''!  '•' 
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Your  journal*  New  Pre-- 
New  Preparations,  parations,  which  you  were 
so  kind  to  send  me,  has 
been  received  and  closely  perused.  I  carinot  see 
how  a  physician  who  wishes  to  keep  pace  with 
the  advancing  medical  science,  can  afford  to  be 
without  it,  especially -so  when  the  sum  of  twenty- 
five  cents  will  secure  a  year's  subscription.  I  see 
reported  cases  from  the  pens  of  some  of  my  old 
class-mates,  whom  I  know  to  be  reliable  gentle- 
men. It  is  truly  multunt  in  parvo.  Hoping  you 
years  of  success,  I  am  truly,  etc., 

J.  B.  MARqHA?^p,  M.  D. 
Corning,  Ark.,  Aug.  28,  1878. 


Berberis  Aquifolium. 
Cascara  Sagrado. 
Grindelia  Squarrosa. 
Damiana. 


During  the  past  year, 
having  considerable  vene- 
real practice,  I  have  used 
berberis  aquifolium  for 
syphilis,  almost  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  other  internal 
remedies,  with  very  gratifying  results.  Occasion- 
ally I  have  combined  5  gr.  doses  of  iodide  of  potas- 
sium, and  in  nearly  100  cases  have  had  the  pleas- 
ure of  seeing  the  disease  disappear  more  promptly 
in  every  case  than  it  ever  did  when  I  reHe!d  upon 
the  old  forms  of  treatment.  Cascara  sagrado,  in 
constipation  ;  grindelia  squarrosa,  in  chronic  inter- 
mittents  and  glandular  enlargements  ;  damiana, 
as  a  nervous  stimulant,  to  the  genito-urinary  organs 
particularly.  I  have  used  all  quite  extensively,  and 
iam  surprised  to  find  them  possessing  such  positive 


healing  p<?wej«.^  In  each  in^tcUice  I  have  Toiand 
them  to  bear  out  fully  the  recommendation  of  Dr. 
Bundy,  and  from  the  experience  had,  am  convinced 
that  they  are  invaluable  to .  the  healing  art.  My 
use  of  the  remedies  named  began  last  autumn,  and 
has  been  quite  ,extensive  and  prolonged,  so  that  I 
feel  that  my  conclusions  are  not  hasty,  and  can  be 
supported  by  any  who  make  careful  use  of  the 
medicines.  Have  used  several  more  of  these  drugs, 
but  not  long  enough  to  warrant  writing  of  their 
merits  in  detail,  lest  my  conclusions  should  prove 
to  be  premature. r„*j  .^i-  LEONARD,  M.  D. 
Chicago,  Aug.  24)  1878. 

Your  July  number  for  1878 
New  Preparations,   of  New    Preparations  to 

-       hand.    I  am  very  thankful  for 

same.  It  is  something  very  much  in  want  of  by  most 
physicians.  O.ur  U.  S.  Dispensatory,  being  revised 
so  seldom,  makes  your  journal  more  interesting.  I 
am  sure  that,  nothing  could  add  more  to  the  phy- 
sician than  a  good  journal  on  therapeutics.  In- 
closed please  find  one  dollar,  as  stated  by  circular. 
Send  back  numbers  as  sooji  as  you  can.  I  shall 
look  for  much  wanted  information.  I  am  ^ 
practitioner  of  23  yeafs'  standing,  and  must  say; 
after  two  hours'  perusal,  never  found  so  inuch  mat- 
ter of  real  interest.  ,. 
Hoping  to  have  something  new  again,  I  remain,| 
Yours  truly,  '•'^ 
D.  A.  XAMES,0N,  M.  D.  ^ 
^^.MlLucpN,  T(^fi5„  September  14  1878. 
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With  this  number  our  editorial  connection  with 
New  Preparations  ceases.  Tem^ora  mutantur 
et  nos  in  illis  mutantur. 

C.  Henri  Leonard. 

.,:  :  Geo.  S.. Davis. 
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New  Preparations   for  1878  and   1879. 

HE  new  remedies  brought  prominently 
to  your  notice  in  this  and  the  pre- 
ceding numbers  of  this  year's  New 
Preparations  are  cascaro  sagrado, 
yerba  reuma,  boldo,  rhododendron  max,  cereus 
bonplandii  viscum  album,  quinine  flower  (sabba- 
tia  Elliottii),  and  smilax  sarsaparilla.  Besides  arti- 
cles upon  the  properties  of  these  new  comers  there 
have  been  numerous  papers  upon  the  remedies  in- 
troduced in  the  two  preceding  years  of  the  publi- 
cation of  this  journal.  Prominent  among  these 
stand  berberis  aquifolium,  fucus  vesiculosus,  grin- 
delia  robusta,  grindelia  squarrosa,  eucalyptus,  da- 
miana,  ustilago  maidis,  viburnum  prunifolium, 
coca,  thuja  occidentalis,  substitutes  for  quinine, 
colocynth,  and  several  miscellaneous  articles,  as 
those  upon  the  discovery  of  the  nucleus  in  the 
red  blood  corpuscle,  questionable  remedies,  and 
novelties  in  pharmacy,  etc. 

Our  contributors  have  come  from  nearly  every 
State  and  Territory  of  the  Union,  and  represent 
some  of  the  best  talent  that  this  country  affords, 
and  we  are  free  to  say  that  no  journal  has  been 
able  to  present  so  much  that  was  new  and  practi- 
cally interesting  for  so  small  an  outlay  to  their  sub- 
scribers as  has  New  Preparations.  We  prom- 
ised them  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  an  improved 
and  enlarged  journal  over  the  1877  one,  and  we 
think  we  have  fully  kept  our  promise  ;  at  least  we 
have  endeavored  to  do  so  by  nearly  doubling  the 
amount  of  reading  matter  furnished,  and  in  chang- 
ing the  size  and  style  of  "  making  up  "  of  the  page. 

The  support  given  our  enterprise,  as  evinced  in 
our  large  and  increasing  subscription  list,  has  ex- 
ceeded our  fondest  anticipations,  proving  to  our 
satisfaction  that  New  Preparations  is  filling  an 
important  space  in  medical  literature. 

For  the  many  kind  commendatory  words  from 
all  sections  of  our  country,  we  return  our  sincere 
thanks. 

For  1879  we  can  promise  you  still  further  im- 


provement, in  that  we  shall  change  its  publication 
from  a  quarterly,  that  it  now  is,  to  a  regularly 
issued  monthly. 

The  Monthly  New  Preparations  will  be,  as 
in  the  past,  devoted  to  the  introduction  of  new 
remedies,  both  crude  and  prepared.  We  shall  en- 
deavor to  give  all  obtainable  facts  relative  to  new 
drugs,  and  shall  furnish  much  valuable  information 
-TT-not  to  be  found  elsewhere — to  physicians  interest- 
ed in  this  branch  of  knowledge.  While  no  space 
will  be  devoted  to  the  advocation  of  new  theories 
of  medicine,  we  shall  be  glad  to  chronicle  any 
new  discovery  pertaining  to  medical  science  in  any 
branch,  which  may  be  supported  by  the  proper 
evidence.  '   '  -  -' 

Editorially  we  shall  not  hblH  our^erves  respon- 
sible for  opinions  or  statements  made  in  any  of  our 
contributions.  The  policy  of  New  Preparations 
will  be  a  broad  one,  and  its  columns  are  open  to 
any  one  who  has  presumable  facts  to  offer.  While 
we  shall  endeavor  to  eliminate  all  matters  bordering 
on  charlatanism  or  new  theories,  we  prefer  our  read- 
ers to  judge  for  themselves  as  to  the  value  of  such 
communicated  articles  as  we  may  insert. 

From  the  very  nature  of  the  case,  but  little  in- 
formation relative  to  new  remedies  can  be  found  in 
the  books,  else  there  would  be  no  field  for  New 
Preparations.  Hence  we  must  derive  our 
knowledge  from  such  sources  as  we  have  at  our 
command,  even  though  we  accept  suggestions 
from  such  humble  sources  as  Aunty  Chloe  or  poor 
Lo. 

Once  in  the  hands  of  the  intelligent  and  observ- 
ing practitioner,  some  valuable  agent  may  be  res- 
cued from  obscurity  to  occupy  an  important  mission 
in  future  therapeutics.  In  such  case  our  object  is 
gained,  and  we  can  afford  to  overlook  the  few, 
which  under  the  searching  test  of  practice,  have 
proved  of  little  value. 

New  Preparations  will  be  issued  promptly 
on  the  15th  of  each  month,  and  the  subscription 
price  will  he  increased  to  one  dollar,  We  trust 
our  old  subscribers  will  be  prompt  with  their 
renewals  so  that  our  subscription  books  may  be 
got  in  readiness  for  the  prompt  mailing  of  the 
January  number,  and  that  they  will  aid  us  in  secur- 
ing as  many  new  subscribers  as  possible.  The 
more  encouragement  we  get  this  way,  and  in  the 
matter  and  number  of  contributions  sent  us,  the 
better  journal  we  can  furnish  you.  It  is  as  much 
for  yourselves,  as  for  us,  that  this  should  be 
done,  as  it  is  the  aim  of  New  Preparations  to 
be  the  journal  upon  new  remedies  tor  all  practi- 
tioners. 


Changes  in  New  Preparations. 

HE  present  number  closes  Volume  II 
of  New  Preparations.  Started 
originally  as  a  pamphlet,  which  was 
issued  irregularly,  and  only  at  such 
times  as  necessity  seemed  to  demand,  it  was  found 
necessary,  two  years  ago,  from  the  development  of 


October,  1878] 


NEPV  PREPARATIONS. 


89 


the  new  field  it  had  opened,  to  give  the  publication 
journalistic  form,  and  it  was  made  a  quarterly. 

We  are  frequently  greeted  with  new  journals, 
which  are  set  afloat  to  supply  some  "  long  felt 
want."  It  requires  but  a  brief  time,  however,  to 
demonstrate  the  fact  that  this  want  in  many  in- 
stances existed  only  in  the  brain  of  their  origina- 
tors— that  it  has  been  by  no  means  keenly  felt  out- 
side of  this.  In  the  case  of  New  Preparations, 
.  the  feeling  that  such  a  want  existed,  was  origi- 
nated and  supported  by  facts  which  were  developed 
by  the  pamphlet  which  preceded  it — facts,  there- 
fore, which  were  not  figments.  The  success,  fur- 
thermore, which  has  attended  the  publication,  goes 
to  prove  that  New  Preparations  had  a  field 
which  was  peculiarly  its  own.  So  increasing  has 
been  this  success,  that  the  publisher  now  finds 
that  the  quarterly  no  longer  suffices.  The  plan  of 
the  work  is  original,  and  provides  for  the  publica- 
tion of  correspondence  in  which  is  contained  the 
reports  of  practitioners  on  the  use  of  the  various 
new  drugs  which  have  been  placed  on  the  market. 
At  times  the  correspondence  received  is  very 
voluminous,  and  accumulates  to  such  an  extent 
that  when  the  date  of  issue  has  arrived,  it  is  found 
necessary,  from  sheer,  lack  of  space,  to  reject 
much  valuable  material.  Then  again,  correspon- 
dents are  apt  to  lose  interest  from  the  fact  that 
they  are  obliged  to  wait  for  what,  in  these  progres- 
sive days,  is  a  very  long  time  before  their  articles 
meet  the  eyes  of  their  professional  brethren.  Many 
valuable  facts  of  daily  experience  are  thus  left 
unrecorded.  These  are  some  of  the  reasons  which, 
in  addition  to  those  which  have  numbered  the  days 
of  almost  all  quarterly  puhlieations,  medical,  as 
well  as  non-medical,  have  determined  the  pub- 
lishers of  New  Preparations,  to  convert  it  into 
a  monthly  journal.  Their  success  in  catering  to 
the  wants  of  the  profession  heretofore,  inspire  them 
with  confidence,  that  they,  in  the  present  depar- 
ture, will  but  more  fully  mmister  to  these  wants. 

With  this  change  in  the  frequency  of  igsue  there 
will  also  be  a  complete  change  in  the  editorial  man- 
agement. It  gives  us  pleasure  to  announce  in 
this  connection  that  the  name  of  Dr.  Wm.  Brodie, 
of  Detroit,  will  appear  as  editor  in  future.  It  will, 
be  scarcely  necessary  for  us  to  say  anything  by 
way  of  introducing  Dr.  Brodie  to  our  readers.  Few 
in  the  profession  enjoy  such  an  extended  or  popu- 
lar acquaintance  with  his  brethren  in  this  country. 
At  present  President  of  the  Association  of  Ameri- 
can Medical  Editors,  he  has  been  identified  with 
medical  journalism  since  its  inception  in  Michi- 
gan. For  a  quarter  of  a  century  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  American  Medical  Association  he  has 
at  various  times  occupied  the  position  of  Secre- 
retary  and  first  Viccr President  of  that  bqdy.  Any- 
thing which  we  might  say  in  support  of  his  ability 
to  edit  a  medical  journal  would  be  ^fitirely  super- 
erogatory. ^,    .         ,      .    , 

The  size  of  each  number  of  the  journal  will  be 
the  same  as  heretofore,  and  the  increase  in  its  price 


of  subscription  will  be  but  in  proportion  to  its  in- 
creased frequency  of  issue.  New  Prepara- 
tions will  therefore  be  furnished  after  January 
1st,  1879,  for  one  dollar  per  year.  Without  dispar- 
agement to  other  very  cheap  and  very  good  jour- 
nals, we  affirm  that  New  Preparations  under 
its  new  form  will  contain  more  matter,  by  actual 
measurement,  for  the  price,  than  any  other  jour- 
nal  published  m  this  country. .,.,,, 

We  can  but  hope,  in  severing  our  editorial  con- 
nection herewith,- that  the  encouragement  and  suc- 
cess which  have  attended  our  efforts  will  be  con- 
tinued to  our  successor  in  that  increased  propor- 
tion to  which  his  abilities  are  entitled. 


That  Red  Blood-Corpuscle  Again. 

niEFERRING  to  the  communication  of 
Dr.  H.  A.  Johnson,  of  Chicago,  ex- 
President  of  the  Illinois  State  Micro- 
scopical Society,  published  on  page  83, 
we  would  say  that,  from  the  Lens  sent  us  we  find 
that  his  method  for  examining  the  red  blood-cor- 
puscle by  reflected  light  is  only  applicable  to  bi- 
nocular instruments.  We  had  incidentally  discov- 
ered the  same  in  the  use  of  our  binocular  (a 
Cpllin's)  when  using  the  direct  tube,  leaving  the 
eye-piece  out  from  the  other;  but  we  had  never 
made  the  practical  use  of  it  that  Dr.  Johnson  has. 
His  method  is  to  reflect  the  light  by  means  of 
prism,  or  n>irror,  down  the  unused  tube,  and  this 
ray  then  being  thrown  directly  upon  the  object  to 
be  examined  by  the  Wei;iham  prism,  which  is  in 
use  in  binocular  instruments.  This  method  is,  of 
course,  impossible  to  be  employed  upon  monocular 
microscopes,  and  it  was  these  we  had  in  mind 
w^hen  we  wrote  as  \y^.  did.  Still,  Prof.  Stowell 
assures  us  that  by  ,  a  carefully  manipulated  ap- 
paratus. ..for  reflected  light,  h?  ;|ias  been  able  to 
examine  the  corpuscles  with  an  ordinary  monocu- 
lar; though  this  would  not  be  practical  or  satisfac- 
tory in  its  results  for  ordinary  microscopists.  Cer- 
tainly a  one-quarter  inch  objective  i^  the  highest  we 
have  ever  been  able  to  use  successfully  by.reflected 
light,  and  with  this,  we  cpuld  do  work  of  no  value 
upon  such  minute  objects  as  the  blood  corpuscles. 
But  to  return  more  especially  to  Prof.  Freer's 
discoveries. 

From  Dr.  E.  Fletcher  Ingals,  one  of  the  editors 
of  the  Chicago  Medical  Journal  and  Examiner, 
and  professor'  in  Rush  Medical  College,  we  have 
received  the  following  postal  cards  : 

188  Clark  St.,  Chicago,  Aug.  20,  1878. 

Dear  Doctor  —  I  understand  you  have  pub- 
lished a  couple  of  articles  relative  to  the  discovery 
of  the  nucleus  of  the  red  blood-corpuscle,  in  which 
you  erroneously  give' the  credit  first  to  a  German 
physiologist,  and  secondly  to  Dr.  Stowell.  I  have 
seen  Prof.  Joseph  W.  Freer,  lately  deceased,  de- 
monstrate them  time  and  again  for  the  past  ten, 
years,  but  he  first  proved  their  existence  many 
years  earlier.  He  was  indeed  their  discoverer.  T 
think  he  never  published  anything  on  the  subject 
in  this  country,  but  it  may  be  found  in  some  foreiga 
works.     Yours  truly,  E.  F.  Ingals. 
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188  Glark  St.,  Chicago,  Sept.  9,  1878. 

Dear  Doctor  —  You  will  find  a  complete  de- 
scription of  the  nucleus  in  the  red  blood-corpuscles 
in  the  Chicago  Medical  Jozirnal,  Vols.  XXV  and 
XXVI,  1868-69,  published  by  Dr.  J.  W.  Freer,  their 
discoverer.     Yours  truly,  E.  F.  Ingals. 

.'  Oiir  articles  must  certainly  have  been  misread  on 
the' point  of  declaring  Dr.  Stowell  "Cix^  first  discov- 
erer ;  what  we  said  was  (see  July  number  of  New 
Preparations),  "Prof.  Stowell  never  made  the 
claim  that  he  was  the  first  to  demonstrate  the 
nucleus  ;  he  was  the  first,  however,  to  demonstrate 
it,  by  satisfactory  methods,  in  this  country,  we  fully 
believe." 

In  the  same  number  of  New  Preparations 
Pro^,  i^tpwell  himsel£j-^ays .: 

"  This  nucleus  has  been  seen  by  several  histolo- 
gists  and  physiologists,  both  in  this  country  and 
abroad;  but  when  their  methods  of  work  have  been 
published,  and  others  have  followed  their  direc- 
tions, errors  have  invariably  been  pointed  out,  and 
the  then  so-called  nucleus  was  absorbed  in  '  opti- 
cal delusions  '  and  changes  brought  about  by  the 
reagents  used." 

We  have  italicized  a  few  of  the  words,  as  it 
plainly  shows  the  professor  has  not  been  ignorant 
of  the  labors  of  his  confreres.  In  the  blood  of 
the  foetus  it  has  long  been  known  that  the  red  cor- 
puscle is  nucleated,  especially  from  the  sixth"  to 
the  eighth  Week  of  intra-uterine  life.  Even  up  to 
the  fourth  month  the  plainly  nucleated  corpuscle 
can  be  seen.  Beal  has  also  noticed  in  some 
blood  passed  by  the  bladder  a  nucleated  appear- 
ance of  the  corpuscle,  and  has  plated  the  speci- 
men with  the  nucleus  ;  yet  he  lays  no  special 
stress  upon  it,  regarding  it  as  a  "  peculiar"  condi- 
tidfi  "  resembling  "  a  nucleus. 

In  the  communication  from  Dr.  J.  T.  C.  Hoff- 
ftian,  of  Chicago,  printed  on  page  84,  you  will  no- 
tice that,  though  Bennett  is  spoken  of  by  Dr.  John- 
son, in  his  communication  as  pronouncing  this 
appearance  of  a  nucleus,  you  will  see  his  language  is 
not  very  clear  on  that  point ;  if  Dr.  Hoffman  has 
quoted  him  correctly,  he  does  not  say  that  it  is  a 
nucleus  at  all,  but  sirnply  i\\a.i  3i prominence  is  ex- 
hibited in  the  center,  Ifeaving^  the  reader  to  his 
own  inference  as  to  what  that  prominence  is. 

In  the  quotation  Dr.  Hoffman  makes  from  Prof. 
Kollmann,  of  Munich,  it  is  only  a  "  remarkable  pe- 
culiarity "  that  is  spoken  of,  leaving  you  to  your 
own  judgment  as  to  what  that  peculiarity  is. 
Now,  had  either  Beal,  Bennett  or  Kollmann  really 
believed  that  it  was  the  nucleus  they  were  show- 
ing, do  you  think  they  would  have  taken  this 
round-about  way  to  express  themselves  ?  If  Beal 
tbought.it  was  a  nucleus,  would  he  have  said  it 
Aj^as ,  a' J  "  peculiar  "  condition  "  resembling  "  a 
nucleus,  especially  when  he  was  acquainted  with 
the  fact  that  the  foetal  blood-cell  is  nucleated  ?  If 
Bennett  thought  it  was  a  nucleus,  would  he  have 
called  it  a  "  prominence  ?"  Or,  if  Kollmann  thought 
it  .waji  a.- nucleus,  "would  he  have  b^en  so  foolish, 
aft«r  \itmg  so  minute  in  the   details  of  manipula^ 


tion,  as  to  call  it  a  "  remarkable  peculiarity?"  N^, 
gentlemen  ;  these  are  not  the' expressions  of"' sci- 
entific men  for  known  conditions ;  in  fact,  the 
weight  of  the  testimony  of  these  trans-Atlantic 
histologists  is  against  the  idea  that  they  were  look" 
ing  at  a  nucleated  corpuscle  at  all.  Theytoe^ 
Prof.  Freer  7/^<3;/^'-/i!/  he  was  showing  thera  a  nu- 
cleus ;  but  they,  instead  of  detecting  this— a  nu- 
cleus— saw  but  a  "  prominence,"  a  "  peculiar  con- 
dition;"  not  so  much  as  using  the.  synonym- of 
nucleus  at  all.  .ii..(j(|fi-  \\'.n:\,^M.n 

Now,  we  have  no  doubt  that  Prof."  Freer '  wai 
honest  in  his  conviction  that  he  had  discovered  a 
nucleus — notice  he  does  not  use  the  equivocal  terms 
employed  by  Bennett,  Kollmann  or  Beal — and  that 
our  contributors  also  firmly  believed  in  his  demon- 
stration of  the  same.  But  with  this  we  are  hardly 
satisfied,  as  we  still  are  firm  in  our  belief  that  our 
friend.  Prof.  Stowell,  is  the  first  to  satisfactorily 
demonstrate  them  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  it 
is  also  morally  certain  that  Prof.  Freer's  demon- 
stration was  not  satisfactory  to  either  Benriett  or 
Kollmann,  for  had  it  have  been  we  would  not  have 
had  so  many  "  peculiar  "  clauses  relative  to  that 
demonstration.  The  only  way  to  definitely  settle 
the  question  now  is  to  find  out  by  a  series  of-carei^ 
fully  conducted  experiments  of  Prof.  Freer's  and 
Bcettcher's  combined,  on  the  same  blood  speci- 
mens, under  the  same  conditions.  Prof.  Stowell  is 
now  engaged  upon  these  experiments,  and  we  sin- 
cerely hope  other  microscopists  will  do  likewise,'  sa 
that  we  can  get  at  the  bottom  of  this  matter. 


Caution. 

E  have  yet  to  caution  our  readers  in  the 
purchase  of  the  new  remedies  so  lately 
introduced  by  us.  Continually  are  we 
hearing  of  our  friends  buying  a  certain 
drug  and  getting  such  contrary  effects  from  its  use 
that  we  are  sure  there  must  be  an  error  either  in 
the  original  packer,  or  in  the  jobber  who  serid's  it 
out.  Particularly  is  this  caution  applicable  ih  dis- 
tinguishing the  two  species  of  grindelise  from  each 
other.  The  grindelia  robusta  is  a  plant  that  is  de- 
mulcent in  its  nature,  although  of  quite  positive 
action  oh  unstriped  muscular  fibre,  whilst  the  grin" 
delia  squarrosa  is  almost  its  opposite.  The  dose 
of  the  former  (robusta)  is  one-half  to  one  fluid 
drachtn,  or  more ;  the  latter,  only  from  five  to  ten 
ntinims.  The  former  is  almost  a  specific  in  asthma, 
the  latter  equally  reliable  for  reducing  enlarged 
spleens  following  malarial  poison.  The  robusta  is 
unsuited  for  spleen  enlargements,  and  the  squar- 
rosa equally  unfitted  for  spasmodic  bronchia! 
troubles.  Yet,  in  spite  of  all  this,  certain  manufac- 
turers advertise  grindelia  squarrosa  as  a  cure-fbr 
asthma!  '         '' :"  "  2^7'  <' 

'  We  will  send  reprints  from  our  journal  giving- 
minute  descriptions  of  the  therapeutical  applicatioo 
of  these  dru^S,  to' any'  one  who  will  Sehd  stamp; 


October,  1878] 


NEW  PREPARATIONS. 


91 


Book  Reviews. 


The  Physician's  Pocket  Day-Book.  By 
C.  Henri  Leonard,  A.  M.,  M.  D.  Accommodates 
daily  charges  for  twenty  or  forty  families  weekly ; 
has  complete  obstetrical  record  for  94  cases, 
and  monthly  memoranda  for  Dr.  and  Cr.  cash  ac- 
count. Russia,  pocket  and  flap.  Price,  post-paid, 
$1.00;  your  name  on  side,  in  gold-leaf,  $1.25. 
Detroit,  1878. 

We  have  no  hesitancy  in  saying  that  this  is  the 
cheapest  and  best  gotten  up  pocket-record  now 
out.  All  printed  matter  has  been  omitted,  so  as  to 
make  it  as  light  as  possible.  A  full  description  is 
given  on  the  second  page  of  cover.  If  your  book 
dealer  does  not  have  it,  it  will  be  sent  post-paid  on 
receipt  of  price,  by  the  author. 

On  the  Therapeutic  Forces  :  An  effort  to 
consider  the  action  of  medicines  in  the  light  of  the 
modern  doctrine  of  conservation  of  forces.  By 
Thomas  J.  Mays,  M.  D.  Philadelphia,  Lindsay 
&  Blakiston,  1878.  Large,  16  mo.,  pp.  142;  price, 
$1.25. 

The  author,  in  his  preface,  says  that  his  views 
"  will  at  once  be  denounced  as  being  too  theoretic 
by  the  so-called  practical  men  of  the  day."  Well, 
we  are  just  one  of  these  "  so-called  practical  men," 
at  least,  so  far  as  our  opinion  of  the  author's  argu- 
ments are  concerned.  We  do  not  see  that  he  has 
either  added  to  or  taken  from  our  old-time  notions 
of  the  actions  of  remedies  by  treating  of  them 
specifically  as  conservators  of  force.  He  uses  the 
few  remedies  he  treats  of  in  exactly  the  same  man- 
ner and  doses  as  ordinary  practitioners,  but  does 
so  all  the  while  with  his  special  hobby  in  mind, 
and  thinks  thereby  he  is  more  scientific  in  his  pre- 
scriptions. 

Although  we  do  not  like  the  book  as  a  whole, 
yet  there  is  much  in  it  upon  the  value  of  foods, 
etc.,  the  chemistry  of  digestion  and  excretion,  that 
will  well  repay  one  for  its  careful  perusal. 

A  Manual  of  Operative  Surgery.  By 
Lewis  A.  Stimson,  B.  A.,  M.  D.,  surgeon  to  the 
Presbyterian  Hospital,  professor  of  pathological 
anatomy  in  the  Medical  Faculty  of  the  University 
of  New  York.  With  332  illustrations.  Philadelphia, 
Henry  C.  Lea,  1878;  12  mo.,  pp.  477;  cloth,  $3.50. 
Detroit,  E.  B.  Smith  &  Co. 

The  author  has  sought  only  to  give  the  details 
of  the  more  common  and  important  surgical  opera- 
tions, and  in  this,  by  the  use  of  terse  language  and 
abundant  illustrations,  he  has  given  all  the  steps 
of  an  operation  as  clearly  as  could  be  wished  for. 
He  has  divided  his  work  into  seven  parts :  the 
first  treats  of  the  accessories  of  an  operation  ;  the 
second  of  ligature  of  arteries;  the  third  of  ampu- 
tations (one  of  the  best  written  sections  to  be  found 
in  a7ty  treatise  of  surgery)  ;  the  fourth  of  excision 
of  joints  and  bones ;  the  fifth  of  neurotomy  and 
tenotomy  ;  the  si.xth  plastic  operations  on  the  face ; 
the  seventh  of  special  operations,  as  those  on  the 
eye,  nose,  pharynx,  abdominal  organs,  genito- 
urinary organs,  etc. 

The  author  has  spent  but  little  of  his  space  on 
vain  theory,  or  on  the  microscopical  minutiae  of 
details,  as  how  to  hold  your  knife,  and  the  like. 
In  this  the  practical  surgeon  will  warmly  commend 
him.  We  fail,  however,  to  find  anything  upon  anal 
fistula,  one  of  the  commonest  operations  in  minor 
surgery.  The  book,  though,  is  well  worth  its  price 
to  any  physician. 

Anatomy,  Descriptive  and  Surgical,  by 
Henry  Gray,  F.  R.  S.,  with  522  engravings  on 
wood.     An  introduction  on  general  anatomy  and 


development,  by  T.  Holmes,  M.  A.,  Cantab.  A 
new  American,  from  the  eighth  and  enlarged  Eng- 
lish edition,  to  which  is  added  Landmarks — Med-. 
iCAL  and  Surgical,  by  Luther  Holden,  F.  R. 
C.  S.  Philadelphia:  Henry  C.  Lea,  1878.  8vo., 
pp.  983;  sheep,  $7.00;  cloth,  $6.00.  Detroit: 
E.  B.  Smith  &  Co. 

This  is  the  latest  edition  of  the  standard  Gray, 
which  has  become  a  household  word  and  work 
with  American  as  well  as  English  physicians. 
Though  the  work  of  a  young  man  (it  was  written 
when  Gray  was  in  his  twenties),  it  was  then,  as 
now,  a  model  of  anatomical  exactness,  skill  at  dis- 
section, and  perspicuity  at  delineation.  Drs.  Car- 
ter and  Westmocott  certainly  deserve  their  full 
share  of  praise  in  the  mechanical  skill  exhibited  in 
their  drawings  from  young  Gray's  and  Cooper's 
dissections.  Since  Gray's  death  in  1861  (he  was 
then  but  thirty-four  years  of  age),  this  monumental 
work  has  been  in  the  hands  of  skilled  surgeons 
and  editors,  and  several  minor  anatomical  and 
typographical  errors  have  been  corrected.  The 
present  editor  of  the  revised  editions  also  assisted 
the  author  on  the  "proof  sheets"  of  the  original 
edition.  Mr.  Lea,  the  American  publisher  has  also 
had  his  several  editions  in  the  hands  of  such  care- 
ful anatomists  and  scholars  as  Prof.  Darling,  of 
New  York  University,  and  R.  J.  Dunglison,  of 
Philadelphia.  He  has  also  added  the  recent  work 
of  Mr.  Holden,  '•  Landmarks — Medical  and  Surgi- 
cal," thus  supplementing  fully  the  brief  chapters 
upon  surgical  anatomy  in  the  text  proper,  as  given 
by  Gray.  Though  the  additions  now  made  by  Mr. 
Lea  to  the  well  thumbed  edition  with  which  we 
are  familiar,  number  one  hundred  pages,  and  the 
wood  cuts  are  increased  by  one  hundred  and 
twenty-eight,  even  yet  the  price  is  less  than  we 
paid  for  ours. 

Nervous  Diseases,  their  Description  and 
Treatment,  by  Allan  McLane  Hamilton,  M.  D., 
Fellow  of  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine, 
one  of  the  attending  physicians  at  the  Epileptic 
and  Paralytic  Hospital,  Blackwell's  Island,  and  at 
the  out-patient  department  of  the  New  York  Hos- 
pital, member  of  the  Neurological  Association, 
etc.  With  fifty-three  illustrations.  Philadelphia: 
Henry  C.  Lea.  1878.  8vo.,  pp.  512;  cloth  $3.50. 
Detroit :  E.  B.  Smith  &  Co. 

In  his  preface  the  author  says  that  it  has  been 
his  "object  to  produce  a  concise,  practical  brok," 
that  insanity  he  has  purposely  excluded,  but  has 
added  a  chapter  upon  ceiebro-spinal  meningitis. 
The  work  is,  indeed,  a  practical  one ;  one  of  the 
best  classified  and  arranged  works  upon  nervous 
diseases  that  is  now  printed.  Two  chapters  are 
devoted  to  the  introduction  and  description  of 
instruments  ;  then  follows  the  diseases  of  the  cere- 
bral meninges,  diseases  of  the  cerebrum  and  cere- 
bellum (five  chapters),  diseases  of  the  spinal  men- 
inges and  cord  (five  chapters),  bulbar  diseases,  cere- 
bro-spinal  diseases  (two  chapters),  and  diseases  of 
the  peripheral  nerves  (four  chapters).  The  microsco- 
pical cuts  are  very  fine,  being  produced  by  the  new 
patent  hard  rubber  process,  which,  for  this  work, 
delineation  of  the  microscopical  characteristics  of 
tumors,  far  surpasses  any  ordinary  wood  engrav- 
ing. At  the  back  of  the  book  is  quite  an  extensive 
formulary  of  the  author's  favorite  prescriptions.  In 
the  matter  of  points  of  diagnosis  and  treatment, 
the  author  is  brief  and  terse  in  the  use  of  his 
phrases,  hence  the  book's  eminent  practicability, 
especially  for  busy  practitioners.  In  manner  of 
treatment  to  be  pursued  the  author  is  decidedly 
modern. 

Fowne's  Manual  of   Chemistry,  Theor- 
etical and  Practical.  Revised  and  corrected  bv 
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Henry  Watts,  B.  A.,  F. "R.  S.'  .^'  new  American, 
from  the  12th  English  edition,  edited  by  Robc7't 
Bridges,  M.  D..  Prof,  of  Chemistry  in  the  Phila- 
delphia College  of  Pharmacy.  With  177  illustra- 
tions. Philadelphia,  Henry  C.  Lea,  1878,  8°,  pp. 
1028;  cloth,  price  $2.75;  leather,  $3.25.  Detroit, 
E.  B.  Smith  &  Co. 

This  edition  of  "  Fowne's "  has  been  brought 
down  to  the  latest  moment  possible  with  its  pres- 
ent issue  from  the  press.  Former  errors  in 
nomenclature  or  typography  have  been  corrected, 
and  the  English  decimal  standards  or  centigrade 
in  the  1 2th  edition  have  been  supplemented  by  those 
in  more  common  use  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic. 
The  size  has  been  increased  by  nearly  200  extra 
pages  and  the  addition  of  a  finely  executed  litho- 
graph, in  colors,  of  various  important  spectra.  The 
text  is  remarkably  clear  and  plain;  its  arrangement 
you  are  all  familiar  with,  and  though  in  two 
volumes  in  the  English  dress,  Mr.  Lea  has  givrn  us 
all  this,  with  many  important  additions  by  the 
American  editor,  in  a  handy  little  volume,  and  at 
a  very  moderate  price. 

Fifth  Annual  Report  of  the  Sfcretarv 
■DF  THE  State  Board  of  Health  of  the 
State  of  Michigan,  for  the  Fiscal  Year 
Ending  Seff.  30,  1877.     Lansing,  1878. 

Of  the  important  papers  composing  this  report 
are  the  several  reprints  hereafter  noticed.    There  is 
an  excellent  rhumd  of  the  "  Small-pox  Epidemic  in 
Detroit,"  "Baths  and  Bathing,"  by  Henry  F.  Lester, 
M.  A.,  M.  D„  Detroit ;    "  Heredity  in  its  Relation 
to  Public  Health,"  by  H.  O.  Hitchcock,    M.  D., 
President  of  the  Board  ;  "  Recreations,  their  Influ- 
ence on  Health."  by  Rn.'.  Chas.  Bri^ham,  Mem-  . 
her  of  the  Board.     "  Resuscitation  of  tne  Drowned."  | 
by  R.  C.  Kcdzie,  M.  D.     Weekly  Reports  of  the  i 
Diseases  in  the  State,  for  the  year  1877,  compiled 
by -the  Secretary,  Henry  B.  Baker.  M.  D, 

Bibliotheca  Medica.  a  Catalogue  of  Ameri- 
can and  British  books,  periodicals,  transactions, 
etc.,  relating  to  medicine,  surgery-,  dentistry,  phar- 
macy, chemistry^  and  kindred  subjects.  Classifiefl 
!)y  subject,  with  an  index  by  authors ;  8',  paper, 
pp.  244.  Cincinnati,  Robt.  Clarke  &  Co.,  1878. 
Price,  25c.,  post-paid. 

This  is  certainly  one  of  the  best  classified  medi- 
cal book  catalogues  we  have  ever  examined.  It  is 
well  worth  quadruple  the  price  the  publishers  ask 
for  it  as  a  reference  book  upon  medical  literature. 
We  have  examined  the  lists  with  a  good  deal  of 
care,  and  are  astonished  at  their  completeness. 

The  Physician's  Visiting  List  for  1879. 
Twenty-eighth  year  of  its  publication.  Philadel- 
phia, Lindsay  &  Blakiston,  1878.  Tuck,  pocket 
and  pencil;  50  patients  weekly,  $1.25.  Sold  by  all 
booksellers  and  druggists. 

This  is  the  oldest  visiting  list  now  published,  and 
contains,  besides  blank  leaves  for  charges,  those 
for  obstetric  engagements,  nurse's  address,  vacci- 
nation engagements,  record  of  births,  deaths,  etc. 

A  Guide  to  the  Practical  Examination 
of  Urine.  By  James  Tyson,  M.  D.,  Professor 
of  General  Pathology  and  Morbid  Anatomy  in  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  etc.,  etc.  Second 
edition,  revised  and  improved,  with  illustrations. 
Philadelphia,  Lindsay  &  Blackiston.  1878;  cloth, 
12°,  pp.  172;  price,  ^1.25. 

This  is  one  of  the  best  works  upon  the  subject 
of  urinalysis  published.  It  is  not  so  extended  in 
the  minutiae  as  some  works  upon  the  same  subject, 
but  is,  as  its  title  indicates,  a  practical  guide. 
The  second  edition  we  notice  has  been  consider- 
ably improved  over  the  linst.     On  page  71  of  pur 


little  Dose  Book  (see  second  ^over  ])age  of  this 
number)  we  give  a  much  handier  lest  for  sugar 
than  this  volume  contains,  at  least  to  our  notion. 
We  have  employed  it  now  for  years  to  the  almost 
entire  exclusion  of  other  tests.  It  is  as  follows : 
albumen,  of  course,  being  precipitated  and  filtered 
off.  Take  of  Potassic  bicarbonate  96  grains ;  of  so- 
dic  carbonate,  the  same ;  of  cupric  sulphate,  32 
grains ;  of  potassa,  64  grains ;  of  water,  2  ounce- 
(fluid);  of  this  blue  solution  and  the  suspected 
urine  take  equal  parts,  and  then  boil ;  if  sugar  is 
present  the  copper  is  sure  to  be  reduced.  I  ha\c 
known  this  to  detect  where  Trommer's  test  n\  ould 
fail.  We  have  a  bottle  of  it  now  on  hand  that  was 
made  fully  five  years  ago  and  it  is  just  as  good  as 
it  ever  was  for  observing  the  presence  of  sugar, 
though  it  has  been  used  dozens  of  times  and  kept 
loosely  stoppered. 

Pamphlets. 

(  ■ 
Journal  of  Iowa  and  Illinois   Central 
District    Medical    Association,    1878.     By 
Drs.  P.  L.  Eyster,    A.  W.  Cajitxvetl  and  Charles 
C.  Carter,  Publication  Committee. 

Thirteenth  Annual  Announcement  of 
Evansville,  Ind.,  Medical  College.     1878-9. 

Annual  ANNOtiNCEMENT  of  the  Columbia 
Veterinary  College  of  N.  Y..  217  E.  34th 
Street.     1 878-9. 

Is  Modern  Education  Exerting  an  Evil 
Influence  upon  the  Eyesight  of  our  Chil- 
dren .>  By  A.  W.  Calhofin,  M.  D.  Reprint 
from  Atlanta  Medical  and  Surgical  ypiirnal. 

Announcement  of  Detroit  Medical  Col- 
lege, 1878-9.         • 

Tenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Central 
Free  Dispensary  of  West  Chicago. 

Transactions  of  the  State  Medical  So- 
ciety of  Kansas,  at  its  Twelfth  Annual 
Session  Held  in  Topeka,  May,  1878. 

Michigan  Railroad  Guide,  Oct.,  1878. 

Twentieth  Annual  Announcement  ot 
the  Chicago  Medical  College,  1878-9. 

Thirty-Second  Annual  Announcemeni 
OF  the  Starling  Medical  College,  Colum- 
bus. Ohio,  1878-9. 

Intracular  Disease.  Bv  C.  A.  Robertson. 
A.  M.,  M.  D..  Albany,  1878. 

Variola — Its  Causes,  Nature  and  Prophylaxis, 
and  the  Dangers  of  Vaccination.  By  C.  Spinzig, 
M.  D.  An  8°  pamphlet  of  86  pages.  Book  and 
News  Co..  St.  Louis. 

Sixteenth  Annual  Announcement  of  the 
Philadelphia  Dental  College,  1878  9. 

Twenty-ninth  Annual  Announcement 
OF  the  Women's  Medical  College  of  Penn,, 
Phil.\delphia,  1878-9. 

Announcement  of  the  Medical  College. 
St.  Louis,  1878-9. 

Hoyne's  Annual  Directory  of  the  Ho- 
mceopathic  Physicians  of  Illinois  for 
1878-9,  with  those  in  Indiana  and  Mls- 
souri. 

Valedictory  Advice  to  Graduating 
Class  of  Hahnemann  Medical  College  of 
Chicago.     ByC//.   Vilas,  M.  A.,M,D.  ^ 
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NEW  PREPARATIONS. 


Labeling  Medicines,  by  7?.  C.  Kedzie,  M.  D., 
member  State  Board  of  Health.  Healthy  Homes 
FOR  Farmers,  by  same.  Diet  for  Infants, 
by  Arthur  Hazelwood,  M.  D.,  member  of  State 
Board  of  Health.  Memorial  on  Illuminating 
Oils  ;  Scarlet  Fever,  replies  to  66  questions  on 
the  subject  by  31  regular  correspondents  of  the 
State  Board  of  Health.  Plan  of  Work  in  the 
office  of  State  Board  of  Health. 

All  the  above  are  reprints  from  the  Michigan 
State  Board  of  Health  proceedings,  and  are  of  in- 
terest to  those  engaged  in  hygienic  and  sanitary 
pursuits. 

Seventy-first  Annual  Announcement  of 
the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  New  York 
city.     Copies  supplied  by  the  secretar)-  of  the  fac- 
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ulty,  Dr.  John  G.  Curtis,  cor.   Twenty-third   street 
and  Fourth  avenue,  New  York  city. 

Medical  Education  of  the  People,  their 
best  safeguard  against  imposition  in  the  practice 
of  medicine.  By  Thos.  N.  Reynolds,  M.  D  Re- 
print from  Trans.  Mich.  Med.  Soc. 

Fourth  Annual  Announcement  of  Homoe- 
opathic Medical  College  of  the  University  of  Michi- 
gan for  1878-1879,  Ann  Arbor,  published  by  the 
University.     Supplied  by  the  Dean  of  the  College. 

Postural  Treatment  of  Tvmpanites  Intesti- 
nahs  following  Ovariotomy,  by  Edward  W. 
Jcnks,  M.  D.  Report  from  Am.  Jour.  Obstetrics 
July,  1878. 


Clippings. 


Jaborandi  and  its  Active  Principle  Pilo- 
carpine.—Jaborandi  has  been  used  in  this  coun- 
try and  in  Europe  during  the  last  four  years  to  a 
considerable  extent  for  its  diaphoretic  and  sialo- 
goguc  effects.  But,  remarkable  enough,  while  the 
P^^P^''at'ons  used  have  given  entire  satisfaction  in 
the  hands  of  many,  severe  complaints  about  the 
uncertainty  of  their  action  can  be  heard  from 
others. 

Can  the  difference  in  the  action  of— in  my 
opinion— so  valuable  a  drug  be  satisfactorily  ex- 
plained .'' 

In  Brazil  where  jaborandi  has  been  used  as  a 
diaphoretic  and — according  to  trustworthy  re- 
ports—as a  diuretic,  long  before  we  knew  anything 
about   It,    the   leaves    of    the    following     plants 

^\ti-nf^^^    ^^    "^^^^'^^'^^^■"— piper  Jaborandi 
(VVilldenon),     serronia    jaborandi     (Guillenica) 
montuera  trifolia  (Aublet),  and  pilocarpus  Pin- 
natus. 

Who  would  expect  to  find  that  these  different 
plants,  which  not  even  belong  all  to  the  same 
species,  possess  exactly  the  same  properties  ? 

I  have  used  the  leaves  of  Pilocarpus  pinnatus, 
xht.  fluid  extract  made  of  them,  and  last,  but  not 
least,  the  active  ^xmoA^X^  pHocarpitie  in  its  combi- 
nation with  hydrochloric  acid,  known  as  hydro- 
chlorate  or  muriate  0/ pilocarpine.  I  have  found 
the  action  of  jaborandi  and  its  preparations  in  a 
great  nriajonty  of  cases,  reliable,  quick  and  decided 
and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  I  consider  jabor- 
andi—derived  from  pilocarpus  pinnatus— aj  the 
most  powerful  diaphoretic  and  sialogogue  known 
at  the  present  time.  That  unpleasant  disturb- 
ances, such  as  vomiting,  headache,  dizziness,  faint- 
ing, colic,  etc.,  are  occasionally  found  to  be  pro- 
duced by  It,  might  be  expected  from  such  an 
active  remedy,  but,  aside  from  the  slight  gastric 
disturbances, ///aw  «^^r  found  any  unpleasant 
symptoms  to  occur. 

If  I  employ  the  leaves,  I  do  it  in  the  form  of  an 
infusion,  which  is  prepared  in  the  following  way  • 
Half  an  ounce  of  the  leaves  is  coarsely  powdered 
and  ten  or  twelve  ounces  of  boiling  water  is  poured 
over  It  The  infusion  is  kept  at  a  temperature 
somewhat  below  the  boiling  point  for  about  i  c; 
mmutcs  and  strained.  Of  this  I  administer  a 
small  teacupful  (warm)  every  two  hours,  and  in  the 
majority  of  cases  I  obtained  good  diaphoresis 
about  10  minutes  after  the  administration  of  the 
hrst  dose.  Of  the  different  preparations  of  jabor- 
andi which  I  have  employed  I  obtained,  generally 
speaking,  the  least  satisfaction  with  the  infusion 
Nausea,  vomitmg,  and  sometimes  headache,  ac- 
compamed  or  followed  in  some  cases  the  diaphorc- 


I  sis  produced  by  the  administration  of  the  infusion 
of  jaborandi. 

Tht  fluid  extract,  which  has  probably  been  most 
frequently  employed,  has  given  entire  satisfaction 
in  all  cases  of  adults.  I  employ  the  following  sim- 
ple formula  : 

B .    Ext.  jaborandi  {pHocarptis  pinnatus), 
Syr.  simplic.  aa.  |  ss. 

M.  S.  Teaspoonful  at  2,  4,  6  and  8  p.  m.,  and  at 
5  and  IDA.  M.,  12  and  2  p.  m.  the  next  day. 

The  patient  is  to  be  kept  in  bed,  well  covered 
and  from  8  to  10  minutes  after  the  administration 
o  the  first  dose,  its  diaphoretic  action  takes 
place.  After  the  second  or  third  dose  the 
diaphoresis  is  at  its  height.  The  flow  of 
saliva  commences,  according  to  my  observa- 
tions, always  after  the  diaphoretic  action  has 
begun  although  it  has  been  stated  by  others  that 
the  sialogogue  influence  of  the  drug  becomes  ap- 
parent before  its  diaphoretic  action  can  be  ob- 
served. 

I  advise  the  patient  to  be  careful  not  to  swallow 
the  saliva,  but  to  let  it  run  from  the  mouth,  and 
found  with  this  little  precaution  that  vomiting  does 
not  generally  occur,  if  at  all,  it  takes  place  with 
the  fourth  and  sixth  or  seventh  dose.  Other  dis- 
turbances I  have  not  observed. 

Jaborandi  deserves  further  trial,  and  will  be  found 
of  good  ser^Mce,  when  properly  used,  in  cases 
of  parenchymatus  nephritis,  general  anasarca, 
pleurisy,  bronchitis,  etc.  Prof.  Marme,  Gottingen 
states  :  atropine,  in  small  doses,  arrests  all  action 
of  jaborandi,  while  large  doses  of  pilocarpine  can- 
not overcome  active  doses  of  atropine.— /'a^/  H 
Kretzschmar,  M.  D.,  in  Hospital  Gazette  and 
Archives  of  Clinical  Surgery. 


Jaborandi  {Pilocarpus  Pinnatus).— Y ox  three 
years  past  I  have  used  this  valuable  agent  in  vari- 
ous  diseased  conditions  of  the  broncho-mucous 
membranes,  especially  of  an  acute  catarrhal  char- 
acter and  usually  prescribe  the  fl.  ext.  in  doses  of 
one  drachm,  to  be  taken  at  the  bed  hour;  a  glass 
of  warm  lemonade  to  be  taken  half  an  hour  pre- 
vious. Under  these  conditions,  the  peculiar  char- 
acteristic effect  of  the  drug  will  be  apparent  in 
ftjteen  minutes,  and  free  elimination  from  the  skin 
and  broncho-mucous  membrane  continues  from 
two  to  four  hours,  followed  by  a  long  and  refresh- 
ing sleep.  The  patient,  on  awaking,  seldom  ex- 
periences any  irritation,  soreness  or  other  diffi- 
culty m  respiration— the  acute  choriza  being  en- 
tirely corrected.  Meeting  with  such  flatterine 
success  in  the  management  of  thos«  cases,  and 
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becoming-  familiar  with  the  physiological  action  of 
the  drug,  I  suggested  it  in  the  mucous  variety  of 
croup,  in  which  cases  the  increased  elimination  of 
the  aqueous  elements,  by  the  broncho-mucous 
membranes,  seems  to  greatly  dilute  the  usually 
thick  mucous  and  fibrinous  exudation,  and  thus 
prevent  the  tracheal  and  bronchial  casts,  so  fre- 
quently met  with  in  this  variety  of  croup. 

For  a  child  from  three  to  five  years  old,  should 
take  from  three  to  five  minims  of  the  fl.  ext.  every 
fifteen  to  twenty  minutes,  in  severe  cases,  until 
three  or  four  doses  are  taken,  unless  sooner  re- 
lieved. A  good  rule  is  to  give  the  child  twice  as 
many  drops  as  the  child  numbers  years.  For 
simply  a  harsh,  croupy  cough,  ten  minims  of 
glycerine  may  be  added  to  small  doses  of  jabor- 
andi  every  two  to  four  hours.  Children  who  are 
subject  to  "  catarrhal  fever,"  with  a  very  sudden 
rise  of  temperature,  often  resulting  in  convulsions, 
should  be  treated  with  this  agent ;  as  the  rapidly 
increased  transpiration  to,  and  elimination  from 
the  skin,  which  this  agent  so  quickly  induces,  will 
thus  reduce  the  temperature  and  equalize  the  cir- 
culation in  at  least  one-fourth  the  time  usually  re- 
quired by  the  much  abused  aconite  treatment. 
Among  the  entire  list  of  "New  Remedies '' the 
jaborandi  has  more  than  fulfilled  the  most  san- 
guine anticipations  of  those  who  were  instrumental 
in  bringing  it  to  the  notice  of  the  profession. — 
Chicago  Medical  Times. 


Jaborandi  and  Hoarseness.— Dr.  Eyselein,  of 
Blankenburg,  recently  administered  forty-hve  grains 
of  jaborandi  to  a  lady  who  was  suffering  from 
hoarseness  and  pain  in  the  neck  due  to  a  cold. 
Ttit.  leaves  were  powdered,  and  a  cupful  of  boiling 
water  poured  over  them  ;  after  standing  fifteen 
minutes  the  decoction  was  sweetened  and  was  ad- 
ministered at  8  P.  M.  After  a  few  minutes  the 
patient  experienced  an  agreeable  sensation  over 
the  entire  body,  which  was  rapidly  succeeded  by 
strong,  general  pulsation,  nausea,  vomiting,  fleeting 
pains  in  the  abdomen,  especially  over  the  region 
of  the  bladder,  and  an  outbreak  of  abundant  per- 
spiration. These  symptoms  were  accompanied  by 
great  general  discomfort  and  extreme  prostration. 
The  perspiration  continued  for  about  two  hours, 
and  the  bed-linen  was  soon  soaked  through.  Three 
times  during  these  two  hours  sudden  chills  set  in, 
the  body,  face  and  extremities  becoming  cold  for  a 
time.  The  perspiration  was  accompanied  by  a 
very'  profuse  discharge  of  saliva;  soon  after  it 
begaii,  the  hoarseness  disappeared  entirely,  and 
did  not  again  return.  In  consequence  of  the  gen- 
eral lassitude  the  patient  soon  fell  asleep,  but  the 
saliva  continued  for  a  long  time  to  run  out  of  the 
corner  of  the  mouth.  The  perspiration  did  not 
involve  the  hairy  parts  of  the  head.  On  the  next 
day  the  patient  complained  of  weakness  and  lassi- 
tude ;  the  left  submaxillary  gland  was  somewhat 
enlarged  and  tender,  the  appetite  poor,  and  the 
saliva  thick.  This  case  shows  the  necessity  of 
caution  in  the  administration  of  large  doses  of 
jaborandi,  although  the  dose  was  fifteen  grains 
less  than  is  ordinarily  given  to  an  adult  at  a  single 
dose.  The  effect  on  the  hoarseness  was  all  that 
could  be  desired,  but  it  was  attained  at  the  cost  of 
very  great  discomfort. — London  Medical  News. 


.(.Chronic  Pleurisy. — Removal  of  a  large 
Effusion  by  Jaborandi  in  Less  than  Three 
Weeks.— John  L.  C,  a  weaver,  aet.  23,  was  in 
good  health  until  last  summer,  when  he  was  ex- 
posed to  wet  at  the  sea-shore,  and  since  has  been 
subject  to  occasional  pain  in  the  left  chest,  and  a 
slight  cough,  dyspnoea  and  mucous  expectoration 
tinged    with    blood.     He    went   into   "  Episcopal 


Hospital "  five  weeks  before  his  admission  here. 
At  that  time  he  had  daily  chills.  His  chest  was 
then  aspirated  and  five  pints  of  clear  serum  drawn 
off.  He  improved  after  this  and  left  the  Hospital. 
His  former  symptoms,  however,  returned,  includ- 
ing the  chills,  and  he  came  to  our  ward  five  weeks 
after  he  had  been  aspirated.  I  found  effusion  in 
left  chest,  displacing  the  heart  to  the  right  and 
causing  much  suffering.  I  was  unwilling  to  aspi- 
rate again,  because  in  chronic  pleurisy  after  aspira- 
tion the  fluid  is  apt  to  return,  and  after  several 
aspirations  the  fluid  may  become  purulent.  I 
therefore  gave  him  a  drachm  of  the  fluid  extract 
of  jaborandi  four  times  daily.  The  effect  was  as 
follows :  Chills  passed  away,  temperature  was  re- 
duced from  101  deg.  to  normal,  the  pulse  and 
respirations  are  almost  normal.  As  regards  physi- 
cal signs  dullness  has  disappeared  except  at  lowest 
part  of  left  chest.  I  can  everywhere  hear  the 
respiratory  murmur,  although  it  is  feeble  at  lowest 
part.  The  effusion  has  therefore  almost  disap- 
peared. I  think  the  relief  obtained  is  permanent ; 
for  if  you  can  remove  a  fluid  by  medical  treatment 
it  is  generally  not  likely  to  return.  During  the 
treatment  the  patient  was  sweating  profusely,  and 
I  may  say  that  the  larger  quantity  of  this  effusion 
passed  away  by  the  skin.  It  should  be  added 
that  the  case  progressed  to  a  perfect  cure,  and  the 
patient  was  discharged  January  19th,  1878,— 
Canadian  Journal  of  Medical  Science. 

Jaborandi  for  Anasarca. — Some  ten  days 
ago,  I  was  sent  for  in  a  hurry  to  visit  a  very  poor 
woman,  ten  or  twelve  miles  distant,  who  had  been 
brought  to  my  office  a  few  days  previously  with 
extreme  anasarca,  remittent  fever  of  several  months' 
standing,  and  almost  exsanguineous,  to  whom  I 
had  given  quinine,  vegetable  alterative  aperients 
(never  gave  mercury)  and  solution  of  nitro-muriate 
of  iron ;  but  I  could  not  go  to  see  her.  The  mes- 
senger told  me  she  had  no  fever,  but  the  anasarca 
was  worse,  that  suffocation  was  imminent,  and  that 
she  was  spitting  blood.  I  ought  to  state  that  the 
day  she  was  brought  to  my  office  was  verj'  in- 
clement, and  she  was  miserably  clad. 

I  gave  the  messenger  who  came  for  me  an  ounce 
of  fluid  extract  of  jaborandi,  and  told  him  to  hurr)' 
back  and  give  a  teaspoonful  every  hour  until  the 
perspiration  and  saliva  should  flow  freely. 

I  had  supposed  she  was  dead,  until  yesterday 
her  husband  came  and  told  me  she  was  doing  well, 
except  apthous  mouth  and  diarrhoea,  for  which  he 
wanted  more  medicine ;  the  anasarca  had  all  dis- 
appeared, except  some  oedema  of  the  feet  and 
ankles.  He  said  the  fourth  dose  caused  profuse 
secretions,  and  relieved  the  breathing  and  arrested 
the  hemoptysis  very  promptly;  but  he  continued 
the  jaborandi  till  he  had  given  all.  I  have  no  idea 
that  any  other  known  remedy  could  have  reached 
the  disease  in  time  to  have  saved  life.  But  the 
question  still  is,  Did  the  excessive  continuance  of 
the  jaborandi  cure  the  irritation  of  the  alimentary 
mucous  membrane  ? — D.  W.  Foster,  M.  D.,  of 
Ville  Platte,  Louisiana,  in  Virginia  Medical 
Monthly. 


Acute  Bright's  Disease  Cured  by  Jabo- 
randi.— *  *  *  *  And  now  you  will,  of  course,  w-ant  to 
know  what  our  treatment  has  been,  how  we  have 
brought  it  about  that  in  the  course  of  two  weeks 
after  her  admission  the  patient  is  entirely  recov- 
ered. The  general  dropsy,  albumen  in  her  urine, 
and  dyspnoea  all  gone  together.  I  ascribe  all  my 
success  in  the  treatment  of  this  case  to  the  free 
use  of  jaborandi.  Five  days  after  the  jaborandi 
treatment  was  begun,  the  whole  face  of  the  case 
was  changed.     The  dose  I  ordered  was  one  dracbro 
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of  the  fluid  extract  of  jaborandi  thrice  daily.  This 
dose  produced  excessive  diuresis  and  diaphoresis. 
I  am  convinced  that  in  jaborandi  we  possess  a  most 
valuable  agent  for  combating  the  dropsical  com- 
plications of  Bright's  disease.  It  should  be  given 
either  in  the  form  of  the  infusion,  or  the  fluid  ex- 
tract. In  cases  where  uraemic  poisoning  is  a  factor, 
and  where  the  drug  is  consequently  not  well  borne 
by  the  stomach,  I  have  administered  jaborandi  by 
injecting  it  into  the  bowel.  Though  the  effects  of 
the  drug  when  injected  were  not  so  striking  as  in 
the  present  case,  I  yet  see  no  reason  why  it  should 
not  be  given  by  the  bowel  as  well  as  by  the  mouth. 
I  have  also  tried  the  drug  hypodermically,  but  I 
prefer  not  to  speak  positively  at  present  of  its  effects 
when  so  used.  In  one  instance  I  will  say  that  it 
did  produce  considerable  irritation  of  the  skin. 
How  are  we  treating  this  woman,  now  that  the 
dropsy  has  all  gone  ?  She  is  taking  dialyzed  iron 
internally  and  hypodermically.  This  treatment  is 
improving  vastly  her  general  health  and  nutrition. 
The  origin  of  the  disease  in  the  present  case  is  a 
ver}'  common  one.  It  was  brought  on  by  cold  and 
exposure.  In  children,  acute  Bright's  disease  gen- 
erally follows  scarlet  fever.  In  adults  it  usually 
comes  on  immediately  after  exposure  to  dampness 
and  vicissitudes  of  weather. — Dr.  DaCosta  in  Hos- 
pital Gazette. 


The  Action  or  Jaborandi.— I  have  to  re- 
port three  cas6^'  in  which  the  uncertain  action  of 
this  drug  was  curiously  exemplified.  The  cases 
were  treated  simultaneously,  and  were  under  the 
treatment  of  Dr.  J.  S.  Cohen. 

The  first  case  was  suffering  from  aortic  stenosis, 
with  excessive  oedema  of  the  lower  extremities; 
this  condition  followed  long  exposure  to  the  toxic 
influence  of  lead.  The  urine  was  largely  increased 
.by  the  action  of  the  jaborandi,  the  patient  having 
to  evacuate  the  bladder  every  nvo  hours.  The 
oedema  was  considerably  diminished.  The  treat- 
ment was  continued  with  benefit  for  two  weeks, 
when  it  was  discontinued,  owing  to  the  disturbance 
at  night,  caused  by  the  necessity  to  evacuate  the 
bladder. 

The  second  case  was  one  of  muscular  pains  fol- 
lowing saturnine  toxaemia.  The  use  of  the  drug 
was  followed  by  diaphoresis  and  considerable  relief 
to  the  pains. 

The  third  case  was  one  of  bronchitis,  with  great 
dryness  of  the  fauces  and  larynx ;  the  result  was 
thorough  salivation,  to  the  amount  of  one  pint  of 
saliva  during  the  night.  There  was  no  marked 
improvement  in  the  symptoms,  but  the  patient 
expressed  himself  as  feeling  "lighter  in  the  head.  ' 

In  each  case  half  a  drachm  of  the  leaves  was 
used,  in  decoction,  to  the  dose.  The  drug  acted 
respectively  upon  the  kidneys,  the  sudoriferous 
gla-ids  and  the  salivary  glands;  in  no  case  was 
more  than  one  of  the  organs  of  elimination  acted 
on  at  once.  What  determines  this  variety  of 
action  in  different  cases  it  is  difficult  to  say. 
Whether  jaborandi  acts  through  the  nervous  cen- 
ters, or  as  a  local  stimulant  to  the  excretory  func- 
tions, is  an  interesting  question,  but  one  that  has 
not,  as  far  as  I  know,  been  answered. — A.  H. 
Mellersh,  M.  D.,  in  Medical  and  Surgical  Re- 
porter. 


Coto-Bark,  Cotoin,  ParaCOTOIN.— Shortly 
after  the  appearance  of  jaborandi,  another  drug 
of  probablv  equal  importance  was  introduced 
from  Brazil  and  Bolivia.  Its  definite  specific 
properties  in  several  diseases  render  it  likely  that 
it  will  occupy  a  prominent  position  in  our  materia 
medica,  and  will  v?ry  soon  be  adopted  into  t,he 


from  what  tree  the  coto-bark  is  derived.  Some 
suppose  it  belongs  to  the  lauraceae  or  terebinth- 
aceae,  whilst  others  think  it  originates  from  the 
piperaceae.  Its  peculiar  action  renders  the  latter 
view  most  probable.  It  occurs  in  commerce  in 
irregularly  broken,  flattened,  or  slightly  curved 
pieces,  0.2-0.3  nieters  in  length,  and  8-14  milli- 
meters in  thickness.  It  has  a  reddish  cinnamon- 
brown  color,  an  aromatic  odor,  a  peculiar  biting 
taste,  slightly  bitter,  but  not  particularly  astrin- 
gent. Wittstein  (Archiv.  f.  Pharmacie)  found  the 
principal  ingredients  to  be  an  ethereal  oil,  a  fluid 
alkaloid  with  a  herring-like  odor  resembling  that 
of  propylamin,  a  soft  and  a  solid  resin.  Accord- 
ing to  Jobst,  the  bark  contains  about  1.5  per 
cent  of  a  crystallizable  substance  called  cotoin, 
which  can  be  extracted  by  ether.  From  water 
it  is  extracted  in  small  quadrilateral  prisms  of  a 
pale  yellow  c»lor ;  from  alcohol  in  prisms  of 
larger  size.  These  have  a  pungent  taste,  and 
neutral  reaction  ;  cotoin  is  slightly  soluble  in 
cold,  readily  in  warm  water,  ether  and  alcohol. 
The  same  chemist  stated  that  after  his  examina- 
tion of  the  first  specimens,  a  second  supply  was 
received,  from  which  he  extracted  a  somewhat 
similar  crystallizable  body  in  yellowish,  flattened 
crystals.  In  this  specimen,  however,  the  peculiar 
pungency  of  cotoin  v^'as  not  observed,  nor  was 
its  solubility  so  great.  Jobst  gave  this  the  name 
"  paracotoin,"  and  remarked  concerning  it  that 
there  was  a  similarity  between  this  bark  and  the 
cinchona  bark,  where,  with  very  little, externa! 
difference  in  appearance,  we  may  extract  quinine, 
cinchonidin,  or  cinchonin.  Merk  gives  the  fol- 
lowing distinction  between  cotoin  and  paracotoin: 
cotoin  is  soluble  in  hot  water,  n>elting  immedi- 
ately therein ;  paracotoin,  on  the  contrary,  is 
only  slightly  soluble,  requiring  long  continued 
boiling.  Upon  the  addition  of  nitric  acid,  cotoin 
turns  red,  paracotoin  green.  Besides,  the  solu- 
biUty  of  the  two  differs  widely  in  alcohol  and 
ether. 

Goto  was  first  tested  clinically  in  Germany  by 
Prof.  Gietl,  of  Munich.  His  experiments  were 
made  in  part  with  the  powdered  bark  and  in  part 
with  an  alcoholic  tincture  (one  part  bark  to  nine 
of  85  per  cent  alcohol),  and  his  conclusion  was 
that  in  this  agent  we  possessed  a  specific  in 
various  forms  of  diarrhea.  Dr.  Riecker,  of 
Stuttgart,  experimented  more  fully  and  came  to 
similar  conclusions. 

Recent  issues  of  our  German  exchanges  contain 
the  best  accounts  of  the  therapeutic  effects  of  this 
agent  which  have  thus  far  appeared.  Two  of 
these  reports  are  especially  noteworthy,  and  we 
shall  therefore  present  abstracts  of  them.  The 
first  is  a  Direcle  Mittheilung  to  the  Allgemeine 
Medicinische  Central  Zeituttg,  No.  55,  1878,  by  Dr. 
Fronmiiller,  who  states  that  during  the  past  year 
he  has  employed  coto  and  its  preparations  thera- 
peutically, two  hundred  times.  Of  143  cases,  he 
has  carefully  tabulated  statements  of  the  results 
obtained.  The  maladies  from  which  these  143 
patients  suffered  were,  pulmonary  tuberculosis  62, 
typhus  38,  catarrhal  diarrhea  12,  acute  articular 
rheumatism  8,  gastric  catarrh  6,  pneumonia  6, 
uterine  colic  3,  bronchitis  2,  oedema  of  feet  2, 
rheuma  i,  anorexia  1,  diphtheria  i,  albuminuria 
I.  In  93  of  these  cases  there  was  severe  colli- 
quative diarrhea,  and  in  91  profuse  sweating, 
also  colliquative ;  both  these  complications  very 
frequently  co-existed.  Of  the  various  prepara- 
tions coto-tincture  was  employed  109  times  in 
doses  of  15-500  drops,  averaging,  Ijowever,  100 
drops  per  day ;  cotoin  vy^as  used  24  timee,  twice 
in  solution,  22  times  jn  pqwder  (0.1-0.3  several 
jtimgs;  .^..f^ay);    paracotQin  -  >v^  jce^ort,ed  :tp  %e 


96 


NEW  PREPARATIONS. 


[October,  1878 


times  in   somewhat   larger  doses,   and    the   resin 
also  in  five  cases. 

The  clinical  administration  of  the  coto  prepara- 
tions was  mainly  symptomatic,  as  it  was  employed 
principally  in  cases  of  excessive  diarrhea  and 
sweating. 

In  the  treatment  of  diarrhea,  coto  was  used  in 
92  cases,  in  85  of  which  it  was  administered  in 
the  form  of  tincture.  These  diarrheas  were 
principally  of  a  colliquative  nature,  the  result  of 
typhus  and  tuberculosis.  A  cure  was  effected  in 
50  of  these  ;  the  diarrhea  was  partially  controlled 
in  26,  and  in  nine  cases  no  result  was  obtained. 
The  average  dose  was  50-100  drops  of  the  tinct- 
ure daily.  In  a  majority  of  cases  there  was  a 
relapse  of  the  diarrhea  in  a  few  days,  but  it 
■could  then  be  more  readily  checked  than  before  ; 
ni  continued  for  some  time  the  usual  result  was 
'that  the  passages  became  quite  regular.  This 
-tincture  (i  part  bark  to  9  of  alcohol)  was  gener- 
ally quite  readily  taken  by  the  patients,  whether 
diluted  with  water  or  not.  In  a  few  cases,  in 
which  very  large  doses  were  administered,  com- 
plaint was  made  of  burning  and  itching  sensa- 
tions in  the  throat.  A  peculiar  advantage  claimed 
for  the  agent  by  Froumttller  is  that  it  increases 
the  appetite  whilst  the  remedies  usually  resorted 
to  diminish  it.  The  best  mode  of  administration, 
in  his  opinion,  is  to  drop  it  on  a  lump  of  sugar,  or 
dilute  it  with  water. 

FronmliUer's  attention  was  directed  to  the 
effect  of  coto  on  hyperhidrosis  by  the  observation 
of  a  case  of  phthisis  with  colliquative  diarrhea 
and  sweating,  in  whom  both  these  symptoms 
disappeared  after  full  doses  of  the  medicine  given 
for  the  purpose  of  checking  diarrhea.  From 
that  time  forward,  he  employed  it  in  cases  of 
hyperhidrosis  with  excellent  results.  Altogether 
he  ordered  the  tincture  in  91  such  cases,  with  34 
perfect,  and  36  partial  cures,  while  21  cases 
seemed  uninfluenced  by  it.  The  good  effect, 
which  seems  to  depend  upon  increased  tonicity 
of  the  superficial  vessels,  usually  lasted  but  one 
night,  though  sometimes  longer.  Digestion  was 
not  impaired  ;  the  appetite  was  indeed  so  often 
increased  that  the  writer  frequently  administered 
it  throughout  the  morning  hours  as  a  stomachic 
in  anorexia.  For  its  full  effect  he  here  found  it 
necessary  to  give  100-200  drops  pro  die;  for 
night-sweats  he  advised  the  same  quantity  toward 
evening. 

Cotoin  and  paracotoin  were  given  in  all  18 
times  in  various  forms  of  diarrhea  ;  9  of  these 
resulted  in  perfect,  and  6  in  partial  cures  ;  whilst 
in  3  cases  no  effect  was  produced.  In  night- 
sweats  these  two  agents  were  also  given  18  times; 
8  were  stopped,  9  partially  controlled,  and  i  was 
not  affected.  A  peculiarity  observed  by  Fron- 
miiller  in  the  urine  after  the  administration  of 
cotoin  was,  that,  if  treated  within  six  hours  after 
its  passage  with  nitric  acid,  a  distinctly  red  color 
was  produced.  If  allowed  to  stand  a  few  hours 
longer,  the  phenomenon  will  not  be  manifested. 
The  great  objection  to  the  more  general  use  of 
cotoin  at  present  is  its  very  great  cost. 

The  second  communication  to  which  we  call 
attention  is  that  of  Prof.  Baelz,  of  Japan,  in  the 
Central  Blatt.fiir  d.  tned.  Wissenshaften,  No.  21, 
1878.  He  states  that  when  cholera  appeared  in 
Yokohama  in  July,  1877,  he  made  the  experi- 
ment of  employing  paracotoin  subcutaneously  in 
doses  of  0.2  grammes.  The  quantity  at  his  dis- 
posal was  so  exceedingly  limited  that  it  sufficed 
only  for  the  treatment  of  five  cases,  all  Euro- 
peans then  resident  in  Japan.  The  results  in  these 
were  so  very  striking,  that  we  give  in  full  the 
account  of  one  of  them,  a  well   nourished  girl  oT 


twenty-two  years.  The  physician,  called  in  four 
hours  after  the  first  manifestations,  found  her  in 
an  apathetic,  almost  cyanotic  condition,  with  cold 
extremities,  and  thread-like  pulse.  There  was 
frequent  vomiting,  with  rice-water  stools  passed 
involuntarily.  At  4  P.  M.,  0.2  grm.  paracotoin  was 
administered  subcutaneously  (suspended  in  equal 
parts  of  water  and  glycerine).  Vomiting  ceased 
immediately.  The  next  stool,  one  and  a  half 
hours  afterward,  was  thin ;  the  same  amount  of 
paracoto'n  was  now  given  per  orem.  All  the 
symptoms  improved ;  the  pulse  became  stronger 
and  regular,  the  extremities  were  warm  and  the 
cyanosis  disappeared.  Cognac  was  given  in  small 
quantity  at  intervals  of  fifteen  minutes.  At  8 
P.  M.  another  stool.  At  12  o'clock  at  night  another 
injection  of  paracotoin.  On  the  next  day  the 
patient  was  very  weak,  but  improved  rapidly. 

In  the  same  house,  the  following  day,  Baelz  cut 
short  another  case  of  cholera  by  paracotoin.  The 
other  three  cases  were  milder.  In  one  of  them 
such  constipation  was  produced  by  the  paracotin 
as  to  render  castor  oil  necessary  a  couple  of  days 
subsequently.  One  of  the  patients,  a  pregnant 
woman,  continued  to  vomit  for  two  days  after 
complete  cessation  of  the  diarrhea. 

The  only  objection  Baelz  finds  to  the  use  of 
paracotoin  subcutaneously,  is  its  very  slight  solu- 
bility in  convenient  fluids.  He  considers  equal 
parts  of  glycerine  and  water  as  the  best  vehicle, — 
The  Cin.  Lancet  and  Clinic. 


Paracotoin  as  a  Remedy  in  Epidemic 
Cholera, — Prof.  Baelz,  of  Tokio,  Japan,  con- 
tributes to  the  Centralblatt  of  July  6th,  an  account 
of  his  striking  success  with  this  remedy  in  cases 
of  malignant  cholera.  He  administered  it  in  doses 
of  0.2  gramme  by  hypodermic  injection,  suspended 
in  equal  parts  of  glycerine  and  water.  The  cure 
was  prompt  in  five  cases,  all  in  which  he  used  it, 
and  the  Japanese  government  has  taken  measures 
to  provide  a  supply  of  the  drug,  in  the  event  of 
another  outbreak. 


Cereus  Bonplandii  and  Gentiana  Quin- 
QUEFLORA  IN  PNEUMONIA.  ^ —  And  now,  as  I 
have  given  a  few  rough  thoughts  as  to  the 
pathology  of  pneumonia,  I  will  give  briefly  what 
I  consider  a  rational  treatment.  I  do  not  wish 
it  to  be  understood  that  my  treatment  is  a  stereo- 
typed one,  that  every  case  receives  exactly  the 
same  medicines  and  doses,  for  all  are  not  found 
with  the  same  complications  or  in  the  same 
stages  of  the  disease ;  but  in  all  cases  my  pa- 
tients receive  the  supporting  treatment,  both 
as  regards  medicines  and  regimen.  Was  sum- 
moned to  see  Mr.  T.,  ast.  37  years.  Temperament 
sanguine,  bilious  ;  had  been  exposed  to  inclement 
weather  for  two  days;  taken  ill  during  the  night. 
Found  him  vtvj  much  distressed  for  breath ;  respi- 
rations hurried,  with  sharp  lancinating  pains  in  both 
lungs ;  severe  pain  in  the  head  ;  wild  expression  of 
the  eyes  ;  forehead  bathed  in  a  cold  perspiration  ; 
pulse  remitting,  but  running  from  120  to  136  per 
minute.  Diagnosed  pleura  pneumonia  with  cardiac 
implication.  Found  sinapisms  at  teet,  and  mustard- 
plasters  over  lungs  ;  the  family  had  bathed  the 
feet  ;  also  given  warm  drinks,  but  the  patient  being 
very  restless,  bed-clothing  could  not  be  kept  on 
him.  I  immediately  ligated  the  extremities,  made 
a  strong  infusion  of  asclepias  tuberosa,  ordered  half 
a  teacupful  every  hour  or  two  as  necessary,  applied 
warmth  to  the  extremities,  gave  gr.  x  of  Beach's 
diaphoretic  powder,  and  left  gr.  v,  with  direction 
to  give  everj'-  two  or  four  hours  to  relieve  pain  and 
[produce  diaphoresis.      Bowels   were  in  a  normal 
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condition.     To  control  the  pulse  and  heart's  action, 
,L;a\e 

fi.    Fl.  ex.  gelseminum. 

Tr.  Cereus  bonplandit,  aa.    Zj- 
Agiia,  3  iij. 

M.  Sig.  A  teaspoonf  ul  every  two  hours,  alternate 
with  other  medicine. 

Called  to  see  patient  eig-hl  hours  later.  Exam- 
ined the  lungs;  found,  on  percussion,  dullness  with 
crepitation  over  both  ;  suffering  less  pain  in  head  ; 
had  been  obliged  to  loosen  the  ligatures,  as  fainl- 
ness  occurred.  I  now  applied  the  jacket  poultice 
made  of  wheaten  bran,  as  hot  as  could  be  borne,  to 
be  renewed  e\  ery  three  or  four  hours.  The  tongue 
had  assumed  a  dark  brown  color  through  the  cen- 
ter, with  while  margin,  broad,  flat,  and  fissured 
crosswise;  pulse  more  soft  and  full,  but  interniit- 
ling  every  seven  to  ten  beats  ;  medicines  continued. 
For  diet,  gave  eggs  well  beaten,  with  Cream  and 
sugar ;  also  beef  tea.  Bowels  had  not  moved. 
Twelve  hours  later  saw  patient ;  decided  improve- 
ment. Had  commenced  to  expectorate  a  frothy 
mucus  streaked  with  blood.  I  now  continued  the 
gelseminum  and  cactus  as  before,  but  directed  it  to 
be  given  in  connection,  or  at  the  same  time  with 
the  pleurisy  root  infusion,  also 

5-    Tr.  sanguinaria  com,  37. 
Tr.arum  triphyllum. 
Tr.symplocarpus  fcntida,  aa.  Zij. 
Tr.  gentian  quinqueflora,  ^iij. 

M.  Sig.     A  teaspoonful  every  two  hours. 

Bowels  had  not  moved.  Tw'enty-four  hours 
later  saw  patient :  contmued  to  improve  ;  expector- 
ating freely  ;  bowels  not  moved  ;  directed  an  enema 
of  warm  water  ;  tongue  cleaning  ;  appetite  return- 
ing ;  enema  moved  the  bowels  gently ;  uiedicines 
continued.  In  ten  days  patient  was  on  the  street 
and  called  on  me  at  the  office,  complaining  of  a  dif- 
ficulty about  his  heart.  On  examination  found 
mitral  regurgitation  ;  also  learned  that  for  a  year 
past  he  had  suffered  from  vertigo ;  he  dare  not  go 
on  a  ladder,  or  near  the  edge  of  the  roof  of  a  build- 
ing. For  this  I  placed  him  on  green  tincture  of 
cereus  bonplandii,  5  gtt.  three  times  a  day,  and  in 
three  weeks  he  was  entirely  relieved.  It  is  proper 
to  add  that  the  jacket  poultices  were  changed  but 
four  times.  The  ligatures  were  kept  on  for  three 
days  with  occasional  loosening,  that  too  much  con- 
gestion might  not  occur. — C.  H.  Yelvtngton.  M. 
D.,  in  Medical  Eclectic. 


Further  Uses  of  Cereus  Bonplandii. — 
The  above  is  an  extract  from  I.  J.  M.  Goss' Mate- 
ria Medica,  just  published  at  St.  Louis,  Mo. : 
"  Cereus  bonplandii  is  a  species  of  the  cactus,  dis- 
covered some  years  ago  by  Bonpland  \y\  Central 
.America,  and  is  now  found  also  in  Mexico.  This 
remedy  is  one  of  the  best  that  I  have  found  to 
mitigate  the  symptoms  of  hypertrophy  and  dilata- 
tion, and  also  a  good  remedy  to  quiet  the  irritability 
in  valvular  disease  of  the  heart.  It,  like  the  cac- 
tus grandiflorus,  has  a  specific  affinity  for  the  heart, 
and  quells  any  undue  excitement  of  that  organ.  I 
have  given  it  in  many  cases  of  heart  disease,  and 
though  it  does  not  possess  the  power  to  cure  a  bad 
case  of  hypertrophy,  or  dilatation,  yet  it  quiets 
the  heart,  and  controls  any  undue  excitement  of 
that  organ.  In  nervous  or  sympathetic  palpitation, 
which  is  so  frequently  associated  with  female  dis- 
eases, the  bonplandii  acts  with  great  promptitude 
and  certainty.  I  was  called  a  few  days  ago  to  see 
a  lady  who  was  so  troubled  at  night  with  dyspncEa 
.ind  palpitation  that  she  could  not  sleep.  On  ex- 
amination I  found  the  heart  beating  very  forcibly, 
at  the  rate  of  90  or  100  beats  per  minute.  I  exam- 
ined .the  OS  uteri,   which    I   found,  in  .a.  state;  jo| 


induration,  and  very  much  enlarged,  with  closure 
of  the  cervix  to  the  size  of  the  No.  i  or  2  bougie,  with 
a  ropy  or  leucorrhoeal  discharge  from  the ,  internal 
surface  of  the  uterus.  She  had  been  "  physicked  " 
for  various,  diseases,  but  not  for  the  disease  she 
really  had.  She  intormed  me  her  physician  had. 
treated  her  for  anteversion,  and  then  for  prolapsus 
uteri,  and  finally  said  that  she  had  nothing  but  hyste- 
ria. She  could  not  sleep  well,  and  was  much  troubled 
with  palpitation  and  dyspnoea.  1  put  her  upon  the 
Ijonplandii  for  her  heart  troubles,  and  proper  treat- 
ment for  the  induration  of  the  uterus,  and  she  was 
soon  relieved  of  her  heart  difficulties,  and  now  I 
sleeps  soundly  without  any  trouble  with  the  palpi- 
tation or  dyspna-a. 

"  A  lady  about  28  years  of  age,  barren,  but  mar- 
ried for  several  years,  consulted  me  for  palpitation, 
and  great  dyspnoea  at  night.  On  examination  I 
found  the  heart  beating  with  unusual  force,  and  at 
the  rate  of  90  or  100  per  minute.  I  put  her  upon 
the  tincture  of  bonplandii,  which  gave  relief  in  a 
short  time,  and  she  appears  to  be  recovering  her 
health  entirely,  "in  ihig  case  there  appeared  to  be 
no  lesion  of  the  uterus  whatever,  but  simply  an 
irritable  hearc,  and  the  above  is  but  two  of  the 
many  cases  that  I  am  now  treating  with  this  new 
remedy,  and  they  all  seem  to  be  very  readily  influ- 
enced by  it.  And  while  it  does  not  cure  hypertro- 
phy or  dilatation,  it  certainly  very  much  lessens  the 
suffering  of  the  patient.  It  acts  like  cactus  grandi- 
florus, but  seems  to  be  more  powerful  in  its  action. 
It  is  destined  to  become  one  of  the  most  reliable 
heart  remedies.  It  is  much  safer  than  digitalis, 
and  equally  as  relia,ble  in  action." 


Kava. — M.  Gubler  {Journal  de  Therapeutique; 
10  levrier,  1878;  reaches  the  following  conclusions 
regarding  this  new  remedy: 

1.  .The  ,  kava  root  yPiper  methysticiim)  pos- 
sesses two  orders  of  properties  :  the  one,  cephalic' 
and  inebriating;  the  other  diuretic  and  blennostatic. 

2.  The  kava  drunkenness  is  stti generis,  and  does 
not  resemble  that  of  alcohol.  Besides,  the  mace-, 
ration,  called  Ava,  is  not  submitted  to  alcoholic 
fermentation,  and  the  preliminar)'  mastication  of 
the  root,  producing  glucose,  has  no  other  result 
than  that  of  giving  to  ^hearpijciijiucli^iipr.^  sweet- 
ish and  sugary  taste.         ;^i       ,•     ..   i         ■    '., 

3.  Among  the  symptoms  that  may  be  denom- 
inated acute  avaisin,  the  most  remarkable  and  one 
of  the  most  important  consists  of  a  genesaic  ex- 
citement which  has  its  seat,  not  in  the  sexual 
organs,  but  in  the  nervous  centers  in  which  the 
reproductive  instinct  is  vested-  There  is  no  pria-, 
pism,  but  much  erotism. 

4.  Besides,  kava  has  the  power  of  moderating 
the  inflammatory  condition  of  the  genito-urinary. 
organs,  and  of  reducing  or  suppressing  muco- 
purulent catarrh  of  the  urethro-vesical  mucous 
membrane,  probably  through  an  action  at  once 
diuretic  and  blennostatic. 

5.  The  direct  and  topical  anti-catarrhal  action, 
is  due  to  an  oleo-resinous.  balsamic  substance, 
comparable  to   the  terebinthinates  in  general  use, 

6.  The  indirect  diuretic  and  anti-catarrhal 
effect  depend,  in  part,  upon  this  oleo-reein.  biitj 
especially  on  a  neutral  cristalloid  called  kawahin^, 
and  perhaps  upon  an  unsought  alkaloid,  the  pres- 
ence of  which  would  account  very  well  for  the 
peculiar  drunkenness  as  well  as  for  the  modifica- 
tions of  circulation  and  secretion  in  the  genito- 
urinaiy  apparatus. 

7.  This  dual  action  upon  the  genito-urinary 
organs  assigns  to  kava  a  remarkable  efficacy  in 
urethritis  during  its  most  inflammatory  period.  It 
explains  the  success  of  this  remedy  in  cases, where 
the  pure  terebinthinates   haVe   failec}     aoid,,  makes 
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explicable  the  utility  of  associating  the  peppers — 
notably  cubebs,  whose  effects  are  analogous  to 
those  of  kava,  with  the  oleo-resin  of  copaiba,  to 
secure  a  cure  in  acute  or  intense  blennorrhagies. 

8.  The  therapeutic  employment  of  kava  is  all 
the  more  to  be  commended,  as  this  aromatic 
remedy  is  not  at  all  unpleasant,  and  its  use  gives 
rise  to  no  digestive  troubles. — St.  Louis  Clinical 
Record. 


Eucalyptus  in  Diseases  of  the  Scalp. — 
For  the  destruction  of  the  various  vegetable  para- 
site affections  which  constitute  a  special  class  of 
diseases  of  the  scalp,  it  is  notorious  that  the  euca- 
lyptus destroys  and  retards  the  development  of 
the  spores  and  fungi  vegetating  in  the  hair  folli- 
cles, more  certainly  than  other  drugs.  Under  its 
use  it  is  not  necessary  to  shave  or  cut  the  hair,  as 
it  can  be  used  as  a  dressmg.  It  is  a  rapid  and  certain 
agent  in  all  scalp  affections.  It  is  also  very  useful 
in  erysipelatous  affections,  destroying  the  bacteria 
present.  A  very  remarkable  incident,  especially  in 
inflammatory  affections  of  the  scalp,  is  the  remark- 
able diminution  of  heat ;  and  the  more  certain 
is  this  the  stronger  we  apply  it ;  so  it  is  very  satis- 
factory to  know  that  in  scalp  diseases  we  have  an 
energetic  remedy  in  the  eucalyptus,  used  as  follows : 
5 .    Bay  Ricni,  Oss  ; 

Tinct.  Caniharides, 
"       Lobelia, 

"       Sanguinaria  Canad.,  aa.  "^ii ; 
Fl.  Ext.  Eucalyptus,  "^ii  to  ^ii. 

Mix.     Use  as  a  dressing. 

The  eucalyptus  made  into  an  ointment  forms  one 
of  the  most  efficient  remedies,  not  only  in  parasite 
diseases  of  the  scalp,  but  also  in  the  same  class  of 
diseases  of  the  skin ;  and  in  all  modern  works  on 
dermatology  this  remedy  will  play  an  important 
part. — Dr.  C.  W.  Irwin,  in  Eclectic  Medical 
Journal. 

Viburnum  Prunifolium  in  Menstrual 
Disorders  and  in  Threatened  Abortion. — 
Noticing  through  your  journal  of  January,  1878, 
the  good  effects  of  viburnum  prunifolium  in  the 
trcc-tment  of  female  diseases,  I  am  tempted  to  speak 
of  its  remedial  efficacy.  I  have  been  using  it 
almost  daily  for  the  last  four  years  to  relieve 
females  suffering  from  suppression  of  and  painful 
menstruation,  and  have  always  found  it  useful 
where  there  was  not  serious  organic  disease  of  the 
womb.  More  especially  can  I  extol  its  virtues  in 
the  treatment  of  the  bad  state  of  health  consequent 
upon  the  change  of  life,  for  it  is  in  those  cases  that 
it  has  been  most  useful  in  my  hands.  In  profuse 
hasmorrhage  during  the  critical  period,  it  seems  to 
answer  better  than  the  preparation  of  opium  as  a 
uterine  sedative.  Two  years  ago,  I  was  called  to  a 
negress  in  premature  labor ;  it  was  the  sixth  child 
in  four  years.  She  was  about  to  miscarry.  The 
habit  of  premature  labors  had  become  established. 
Opium  had  been  used  in  her  previous  labors  by 
other  physicians,  but  without  good  effect.  I  put 
her  upon  a  decoction  of  black  haw,  and,  much  to 
my  surprise,  quieted  the  womb ;  the  children  car- 
ried to  full  term ;  the  periodicity  was  broken  up, 
and  she  has  never  since  miscarried. —  IVilliatn 
Lewis  Dinkins,  M.  D.,  iji  Virginia  Medical 
Monthly. 


Viburnum  Prunifolium  (Black  Haw)  in 
Casfs  of  Threatened  Abortion. — Recently  I 
have  administered  the  tr.  in  two  cases  of  threat- 
ened abortion  with  complete  success.  In  one  case 
the  patient  was  in  her  seventh  month,  and  the 
contractions  were  frequent  and  powerful,  but  two 
teaspooofuls  of  the  -strong  tr.,  administered  every 


fifteen  minutes,  gave  perfect  relief  within  one  hour. 
In  the  other  case  the  patient  was  in  her  fifth  month, 
and  was  promptly  and  entirely  relieved  of  all  her 
pains.  Its  influence  in  both  cases  seemed  to  be 
almost  magical.  I  never  was  so  much  surprised 
and  so  agreeably  disappointed  in  my  life.  Had  I 
known  the  value  of  this  medicine  thirty-five  years 
ago,  I  certainly  could  have  saved  the  lives  of  one 
hundred  children.  I  am  fully  satisfied  that  opium 
does  but  little,  if  any,  good  m  many  cases  of 
threatened  abortion,  and  in  some  cases  I  believe 
that  it  tends  to  facilitate  rather  than  prevent  abor- 
tion. I  do  hope  that  every  physician  will  give  it  a 
trial  promptly. — D.  J.  Parsons,  M.D.,  in  Medical 
Brief. 


Viburnum  Opulus.— If  any  substitute  could 
be  found  which  would  give  relief  in  painful  men- 
struation, very  much  might  be  accomplished  to- 
ward stopping  the  fearful  growth  of  the  opium 
habit,  which  now  stares  us  in  the  face.  This  habit 
numbers  more  females  than  males,  and  they  gen- 
erally point  to  their  medical  advisers  as  having 
prescribed  opium  for  pain,  and  frequently  this  spe- 
cial kind  of  pain.  If  any  agent  can  be  found  which 
will  give  sufficient  relief  to  prevent  the  use  of  this 
potent  drug  (unfortunately  as  potent  for  evil  as  for 
good),  very  much  is  accomplished. 

The  natural  order  caprifoliacae  has  furnished  us 
a  medicine  (viburnum  prunifolium),  which  has  only 
to  be  used  to  be  appreciated.  Dr.  Phares,  of  Mis- 
sissippi, gave  its  peculiar  and  almost  specific  sphere 
of  action.  So  much  confidence  have  I  in  it,  after 
several  years  of  clinical  experience  with  it,  that  I 
was  readily  attracted  by  what  I  read  from  eclectic 
authorities  of  another  of  the  same  natural  order 
caprifoliacae,  viburnum  opulus,  high  cranberry. 
For  description  of  plant  and  historjf  I  refer  you  to 
'*  King's  American  Dispensatory,"  tenth  edition, 
page  858.  It  is  spoken  of  by  all  eclectic  authorities 
as  a  powerful  antispasmodic,  and  is  popularly 
known  as  cramp  back  ;  is  said  to  be  "  very  effec- 
tive in  relieving  spasms  and  cramps  of  all  kinds,  as 
asthma,  hysteria,  cramps  of  limbs  and  other  parts, 
in  females."  What  especially  attracted  my  atten- 
tion was  the  confidence  with  which  it  was  advised 
in  certain  varieties  of  painful  menstruation.  I 
quote  the  language:  "I  have  used  the  viburnum 
opulus  in  many  cases  of  neuralgic  and  spasmodic 
dysmenorrhcea,  and  have  yet  to  meet  with  a  single 
case  where  it  has  failed  to  cure."  (Hale's  Thera- 
peutics.) 

A  few  cases  selected  from  my  case  book  will 
show,  in  a  cleai-  point  of  view,  its  promptness  and 
efficacy. 

Colored  woman,  of  thirty-five  ;  never  has  borne 
children  ;  general  health  excellent ;  works  hard,  as 
a  washerwoman.  Every  month  is  regular  in  men- 
struation, but  suffers  tortures.  Says  "  a  something 
which  looks  like  shreds  or  patches  of  flesh,  comes 
with  it."  Will  not  be  examined.  Has  neither 
time  nor  means  for  any  treatment  that  will  "lay 
her  up."  Has  tried  a  variety  of  remedies,  and 
nothing  has  given  relief  but  opium,  at  the  time,  in 
some  form.  Gave  viburnum  opulus,  three  times  a 
day  for  two  weeks  before  menstrual  period,  and 
every  half  hour  when  period  is  on  her.  Reported 
to  me  four  times,  at  intervals  of  one  month,  taking 
it  regularly;  suffering  each  month,  but  not  taking 
opium,  her  pain  not  demanding  it.  She  quit  tak- 
ing the  viburnum  and  reported  afterward  that  she 
had  suffered  as  much  as  ever,  and  would  not  take 
anymore  of  my  medicine,  as  it  did  not  cure  unless 
she  was  always  taking  it.  Since  this  was  written, 
she  has  returned  for  the  same  remedy. 

Miss  A.,  young  lady  of  twenty.  Has,  from  com- 
mencement of  menstrual  life,  suffered  each  .month; 
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pains  spasmodic;  general  health  good;  has  the 
appearance  of  health  ;  is  subject  to  hysterical  at- 
tacks ;  has  been  using  opium  in  some  form  each 
attack,  usually  requiiing  three  or  four  doses  during 
the  first  twenty-four  hours.  Put  her  on  viburnum 
three  times  a  day  during  the  whole  interval,  every 
half  hour  at  the  period.  At  the  next  menses  after 
commencing  treatment  had  no  pain.  Continuing 
treatment,  but  limiting  it  to  two  weeks  before,  she 
has  passed  five  menstrual  periods  without  pain. 
She  persists  in  taking  the  medicine,  as  I  assured 
her  it  could  do  no  possible  harm. 

Mrs. ,  aged  twenty-two.    Married  two  years ; 

no  children  ;  had  no  trouble  with  menstruation 
until  she  was  upset  in  a  boat  when  menses  were  on 
her.  Since  has  suffered  each  month.  Viburnum 
used  four  months ;  has  only  slight  uneasiness  now, 
each  month ;  has  taken  no  medicine  for  several 
months. 

Mrs. ,  twenty-one  years  of  age ;    four  years 

married  ;  has  great  pain  since  marriage,  and  never 
any  before.  Examination  by  speculum  shows  very 
much  elongated  neck;  very  small  cervical  canal. 
Had  cervix  dilated,  by  another  medical  adviser, 
and  with  temporary  benefit.  General  health  poor; 
very  thin,  constipated,  and  in  very  low  spirits ; 
used  sponge  tents  immediately  before  each  period, 
and  prescribed  viburnum,  at  the  same  time  paying 
attention  to  general  condition  for  three  months. 
It  is  now  twelve  months  since  treatment ;  has  her 
menses  without  pain  ;  her  general  health  is  much 
better  than  it  ever  was  before.  She  continued 
viburnum  two  months  after  local  treatment  was 
stopped. 

Mrs. ,  aged  twenty-five;   since   1876,  when 

an  abortion,  on  account  of  placenta  previa,  was 
produced  on  her,  she  has  suffered  very  much  with 
spasmodic  pain  each  month.  Viburnum,  two 
weeks  before  expected  time,  gave,  first  time,  great 
relief ;  took  it  again  before  next  period,  and  was 
entirely  relieved. 

Many  other  cases  could  be  given,  but  these  suf- 
ficiently illustrate  some  varieties  of  painful  men- 
struation, and  show  that  positive  effects  were  pro- 
duced by  the  drug.  I  feel  confidence  in  predicting 
cure  when  the  pam  is  spasmodic  and  neuralgic  ; 
palliation  when  it  is  congestive  or  pseudo-mem- 
branous. But  not  alone  in  painful  menstruation 
have  I  found  it  useful.  I  am  now  attending  a  case 
of  menorriiagia  ;  one  of  the  chief  difficulties  was 
the  intense  pain — "cramp,"  as  she  expressed  it — in 
the  region  of  the  uterus  and  both  ovaries.  Opmm, 
in  any  form,  caused  so  much  nausea,  so  completely 
took  away  all  appetite,  that  I  was  compelled  to 
think  of  something  which  might  relieve  her.  I 
gave  viburnum  opulus.  The  paroxysms  were  as 
speedily  relieved  by  it  as  by  opium  under  similar 
circumstances.  I  have  frequently  witnessed  the 
same  relief  follow  its  use  in  similar  cases,  where 
uterine  pain  was  complained  of,  without  any  in- 
flammation of  the  organ. 

Mrs. was  suffering  very  intense,  cramp-like 

pain  over  uterus  and  ovarian  region.  Four  months 
ago  aborted  twins ;  since  which  she  has  had  more 
or  less  hemorrhage.  For  three  days  in  pain.  To- 
day pain  greatly  increased  ;  no  fever.  To  have 
turpentine  stupes ;  viburnum  opu'.us  every  half 
hour ;  inject  a  quart  of  hot  water  into  vagina  twice 
daily.  Her  pain  was  very  much  moderated  after  a 
few  doses.  When  I  saw  her  next  day  she  was  free 
from  pain,  but  very  sensitive  (over  the  whole  region 
which  had  been  painful)  to  touch.  I  made  appro- 
priate treatment  for  hemorrhage,  and  in  a  few  days 
she  was  much  better.  /  believe  that  the  reputa- 
tion of  excellent  medicines  is  frequently  ruined 
because  of  the  inert  drug  used  by,  or  the  improper 
manipulation  of,  the  ma.nufacturer.     Tkf  fluid 


extract  of  the  plant  did  not  give  as  satisfactory 
results  as  the  tincture. 

Dr.  Piffard,  of  New  York  city,  in  the  Medical 
Record,  suggests  that  the  application  of  heat 
destroys  the  medical  virtues  of  some  plants. 
My  experience  with  tinctures,  made  from  the 
green  plant,  of  many  drugs,  is  so  pleasant,  that  I 
fully  agree  with  Dr.  P.,  and  hope  he  may  get 
some  of  his  ideas  incorporated  into  the  next  phar- 
macopoeia. Dr.  Thomas,  of  New  York,  says  that 
"  he  who  regards  dysmenorrhoea  as  a  disease,  and 
applies  to  every  case  a  uniform  plan  of  treatment 
will  rarely  meet  with  success  in  its  management;" 
a  wise  saying,  \\'hich  will  apply  to  every  disease. 

You  can  scarcely  treat  any  two  cases  of  any  dis- 
ease alike.  You  must  individualize  each  patient, 
and  treat  what  is  presented  in  that  patient.  I  do 
not  mean  that  vil)urnum  can  occupy  any  position 
as  a  cure-all.  We  must  pay  attention  to  the  con- 
dition of  the  patient ;  correct  by  appropriate  treat- 
ment what  needs  correction  ;  use  viburnum  opulus 
to  relieve  the  pain,  as  it  does,  and  trust  that,  as  we 
advance  in  our  therapeutical  knowledge,  we  can  as- 
sign to  it  its  true  and  legitimate  mode  of  action. 
There  are  many  cases  of  painful  menstruation 
where  we  can  discover  nothing  wrong  ;  others,  as 
young  girls,  where  we  are  not  allowed,  and  unless 
deemed  absolutely  necessary  should  not  ask,  to 
treat  by  examination,  etc. ;  others  that  after  we 
have  examined  and  endeavored  to  correct  all  that 
is  amiss,  still  suffer  pain ;  in  these  cases  try  this 
remedy ;  see  if  it  will  prevent  the  pain  at  all.  and 
save  the  opium  drugging.  I  think  that  this  medi- 
cine is  worthy  of  further  trial,  and  trust  it  may  do 
for  others  what  it  has  seemed  to  do  for  me — give 
relief  to  this  class  of  suffers,  and  possibly  have  pre- 
vented some  of  my  patients  from  becoming  slaves 
to  the  opium  habit,  or  drifting  into  all  kinds  of 
quackery,  hopeless  of  relief  at  our  hands. — Chas. 
H.  Hall,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  in  Med.  and  Surg.  Re- 
porter. 

MiSTELOE  AS  AN  OxYTOXiC. — About  three 
years  ago  I  was  informed  by  my  friend.  Dr.  W.  H. 
Long,  of  Louisville,  of  the  superior  properties  of 
viscum  album  (mistletoe)  as  an  oxytoxic.  I  then 
determined  at  the  first  opportunity  to  try  its  merits. 
During  last  fall  I  had  some  leaves  of  the  viscum 
album  gathered,  and  I  made  an  infusion.  Not 
knowing  the  exact  proportions,  I  made  it  according 
to  the  general  rule  of  infusions,  two  ounces  to  the 
pint ;  but,  not  waiting  for  the  leaves  to  dry,  I  used 
them  green,  and  doubled  the  quantity. 

Case  i. — November,  1877,  Mrs.  McC,  mult., 
had  advanced  to  the  second  stage  of  labor  and 
there  remained  for  several  hours.  Upon  close 
examination  I  concluded  that  all  that  was  wanting 
was  an  efficient  action  of  the  uterus.  Having  an 
eight-ounce  bottle  of  the  infusion  in  my  pocket,  I 
gave  about  one-third  of  it,  and  in  twenty  minutes 
I  gave  her  another  third  ;  and  in  ten  minutes  more 
regular  clonic  contractions  of  the  uterus  began, 
and  during  the  hour  she  was  safely  delivered  of 
both  infant  and  placenta. 

Case  H. — December,  1877,  Mrs.  P.,  mult.,  ad- 
vanced to  second  stage  of  labor  and  remained  in 
that  condition,  according  to  the  "  granny's  "  state- 
ment, from  noon  till  after  dark,  when  I  was  sent 
for.  After  learning  the  facts  in  the  case,  I  gave 
Mrs.  P.  four  ounces  of  the  infusion,  and  very  effi- 
cient uterine  contractions  followed  in  twenty-five 
minutes.  The  pains  recurred  about  every  three  or 
four  minutes ;  yet,  after  an  hour,  seemingly  no 
impression  had  been  made  upon  the  child's  head. 
Upon  closer  examination  I  found  an  occipito-pos- 
terior  position,  which  had  missed  the  usual  rotation 
of  the  occiput  under  the  pubic  arch.     The  occipito- 
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mental  diameter  corresponded  with  the  anterio- 
posterior diameter  of  the  cavity.  The  head  seemed 
to  be  locked  in  this  position,  which  prevented 
flexion,  notwithstanding  the  continued  and  power- 
ful contractions  of  the  uterus.  I  introduced  a  pair 
of  perineal  forceps,  and  with  slight  traction  and 
flexion  dislodged  the  head  from  what  seemed  to  be 
its  locked  position.  The  next  pain  was  so  powerful 
that  the  child  and  secundines  were  delivered  at 
once.  So,  notwithstanding  the  delay  after  the  dose 
of  viscum,  we  see  that  it  was  not  for  want  of  action 
of  the  drug  on  the  uterus. 

Case  III. — January,  1878,  Mrs.  C,  having  suf- 
fered from  menorrhagia  for  eight  months,  applied 
to  me  for  relief.  She  stated  that  her  menses 
recurred  about  every  eighteen  or  twenty  days,  and 
that  the  discharge  was  verj-  profuse  during  the  first 
two  days  ;  said  she  was  greatly  weakened  from  the 
loss  of  so  much  blood ;  looked  pale.  1  gave  her 
one-ounce  doses  of  the  infusion,  to  be  taken  just 
before  and  during  the  next  recurrence,  and  to  con- 
tinue it  when  her  menses  recurred  out  of  time  or 
too  profusely.  She  reported  herself  a  few  weeks 
since  as  regular,  and  feeling  much  improved. 

My  short  experience  with  the  parasite  is,  that  it 
acts  niore  promptly  and  more  decidedly  as  an  oxy- 
toxic  than  ergot.  In  the  few  cases  that  I  have  used 
it  I  have  had  none  of  the  troublesome  "  after- 
pains  "  that  are  often  observed  when  ergot  has 
been  given. 

In  administering  ergot  I  never  know  wliether  to 
look  for  its  oxytoxic  effects  or  not,  it  is  so  uncer- 
tain ;  yet  this  may  be  a  fault  of  the  manufacturer. 
Be  that  as  it  may,  I,  for  one,  will  herald  the  intro- 
duction of  the  new  oxytoxic  (viscum  album)  into 
our  materia  medica  with  much  satisfaction,  giving 
all  due  honors  to  its  introducer,  our  friend.  Dr.  W. 
H.  Long. — Arth-ur  G.  Hobbs,  M.  D.,  in  Louisville 
Medical  Neias. 


Verba  Reuma. — From  an  extended  acquaint- 
ance with  the  medical  properties  of  this  plant,  I 
am  more  and  more  impressed  with  its  value  in 
nasal  catarrh,  leucorrhoea,  gonorrhoea  and  dysen- 
tery. And  not  only  is  it  valuable  in  diseases  of 
mucous  membranes,  but  I  have  been  using  it  in 
fevers  where  alkaline  treatment  was  called  for. 
In  such  cases,  cures  have  resulted  from  the  use  of 
tinct.  yerba  reuma  unassisted  by  any  other  medicine. 

In  nasal  catarrh  I  ordered  the  patient  to  snuff 
up,  from  the  palm  of  the  hand,  three  or  four  times 
per  day,  a  teaspoonful  of  the  following  ; 

IJ .    *  Tinct.  yerba  reuma,  f  3  ^-y  • 
M .  Water,  f  3  iv. 

I  have  an  account  of  eighteen  cures  of  nasal 
catarrh,  some  years'  standing,  that  resisted  all  pre- 
vious treatment. 

The  tincture  is  made  from  eight  ounces  of  the 
plant  to  one  pint  of  30  deg.  alcohol.  The  tincture, 
in  odor  and  taste,  remands  one  of  catechu.  An- 
alysis shows  a  large  per  cent  of  chloride  of  sodium 
in  the  plant. 

I  have  performed  cures  in  leucorrhoea  after  such 
remedies  as  salicylic  acid  and  permanganate  of 
potash  had  entirely  failed. 

I  have  injected  it  in  gonorrhoea  with  fine  effect. 
It  will  be  found  of  value  in  dysenter)-  where  the 
alkaline  treatment  is  called  for.  In  diarrhoea,  with 
fever,  calling  for  alkaline  treatment,  I  have  had 
success.  I  give  you  a  case  to  illustrate  the  use  I 
have  made  of  it.  Was  called  in  to  see  a  child,  nine 
years  old.  For  several  days  the  child  had  been 
complaining — dull  and  sleepy.  For  the  last  two 
days  had  had  from  eight  to  ten  operations  daily 
from  bowels,    with     vomiting    of    bilious   matter. 


Found  tongue   coated  dirty   white,  pulse  1 10  and 
very  weak,  pupils  dilated.     Ordered  : 

5  •    *  Tinct.  yerba  reum a,  flij. 
"       aconite  rad.,  fZ^s. 
Syrup  oratige  peel,  f  %jss. 
Water,  /I  ij. 

M.  Sig.     Teaspoonful  every  three  hours. 

Twenty-four  hours  after,  found  patient  much 
improved  in  every  respect.  Bowels  had  moved 
but  four  times  since  commencement  of  treatment. 
In  three  days  able  to  be  about. 

In  introducing  to  your  readers  this  new  reniedy, 
I  am  satistied  that  I  am  placing  in  the  hands  of 
my  brother  practitioners  a  medicine  that  will  not 
disappoint  them  in  the  diseases  I  have  mentioned. 
—C.  H.  Adair,  M.  D.,  in  N.  V.  E.  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal. 


GrindeliaSquarrosa. — My  knowledge  of  this 
plant  as  a  medicine  extends  over  a  period  of  years. 
I  have  seen  it  used  with  success  in  domestic  prac- 
tice in  Oregon,  Idaho  and  Washington  Territory 
as  a  remedy  in  "  bilious  "  derangements.  I  have 
seen  fine  results  follow  an  application  of  the 
bruised,  soft  portions  of  the  plant,  to  foul  wounds 
and  ulcers. 

Since  its  introduction  to  the  profession,  I  have 
made  use  of  it  in  torpid  conditions  of  the  liver 
and  spleen,  and  have  found  it  a  good  remedy.  I 
am  also  using  it  externally  in  foul  ulcers,  and  have 
come  to  believe  it  the  equal,  if  not  the  superior  of 
grin,  robus.  in  such  troubles.  In  asthma  I  have 
found  a  valuable  remedy  in  orritt  squar.,  combined 
with  tonics. 

I  will  mention  treatment  in  a  few  cases  to  illus- 
trate my  use  of  the  remedy.  >  .ij<.>(' 

Mr.  R.,  it  was  said,  had  phthisis.  He  had  been 
under  treatment  two  months.  I  was  called  in  to 
see  him.  Found  complexion  sallow,  conjunctiva 
tinged  yellow,  tongue  at  base  and  center  covered 
with  dirty  brown  fur:  severe  cough,  with  frothy 
sputa  ;  pulse  full  and  hard  ;  obstinate  constipation; 
urine  scanty  and  high-colored ;  considerable  en- 
largement of  liver  ;  respiration  difficult  and  inter- 
costal ;  complained  of  dull,  heavy  pain  in  right 
hypochoiulrium,  and  a  burning  pain  below  right 
clavicle.     Prescribed  as  follows  : 

IJ.    Spec,  tinct. grindelia  squar.,  one  Jl.  ounce. 
Norwood's  tinct.  verat.,  one  Jl.  drachm. 
Syrup   aurant.  cort.,  aqua,  aa.  one  and  a 
half  fl.  ounce. 

M.  S.  Teaspoon  doses  every  three  hours  during 
the  day.  Associated  with  this  the  elix.  beef,  iron 
and  wine,  two  tablespoonsful  between  meals,  and 
in  middle  of  night,  if  awake. 

Treatment  continued  three  weeks,  when  patient 
was  dismissed,  cured. 

Miss  N.,  12  years  old,  was  anaemic.  Had  been 
sick  several  weeks  with  chills,  which  visited  her 
with  no  regularity.  Frequent  attacks  of  epistaxis  ; 
dull  heavy  pain  in  head  for  most  of  time  ;  appetite 
poor  ;  considerable  nausea  at  times  ;  pain  in  left 
hypochondrium.  with  considerable  enlargement  of 
spleen  ;  tongue  coated  pasty  yellow ;  pulse  fili- 
form.    Prescribed  the  following: 

IJ.    Spec,  tinct.  grin,  squar..  Jive  fl.  drachms. 
Spec,  tinct.  nux  vom.,  one-half  Jl.  dra  chirr. 
Ferri.  carb.,  one  drachm. 
Syr.  zingiber,  one  Jl.  ounce. 
Aqua,  ttuo  Jl.  ounces. 
M.    S.     Teaspoonful   every  three    hours  during 
day. 


*  N.  B.— The  fluid  extract  maj-  be  substituU*!  for  the  tinc- 
ture, aa  more  uniform  and  reliable.  (Kd.)  •  >•.;.: 
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Six  weeks  dismissed  case,  entirely  well. 

For  external  use,  I  recommend  one  part  of  spec, 
tinct.  grin,  squar.  to  four  parts  glycerine.  A  solid 
extract  would  be  a  good  form  for  external  use. 

Let  those  who  desire  to  try  the  remedy  be  sure 
they  get  hold  of  the  true  article,  and  I  am  satisfied 
they  will  conclude  with  me  that  grin,  squar.  is  a 
valuable  agent. 

I  advise  careful  inquiry  as  to  the  identity  of  the 
remedy,  from  a  knowledge  that  material  is  being 
put  tip07i  the  market  not  true  to  name. — C.  H. 
Adair,  M.  D.,  in  the  American  Medical  Journal. 


Cascara  Sagrado  as  a  Remedy  in  Consti- 
pation.— Not  long  since  I  received  through  a 
friend  a  sample  bottle  of  the  above  named  drug  in 
the  form  of  fluid  extract,  manufactured  by  Parke, 
Davis  &  Co.,  of  Detroit,  Michigan,  and  was  re- 
quested to  give  it  a  fair  trial  in  torpidity  of  the 
bowels.  1  happened  to  have  on  hand  at  the  time 
several  cases  that  I  thought  would  be  favorable 
subjects  for  such  a  trial,  and  to  which  I  at  once 
administered  the  article.  To  avoid  any  uncertainty 
of  the  effects,  I  withdrew  all  other  remedies,  and 
gave  the  drug  simply  diluted  with  half  glycerine 
and  aromatic  water,  in  teaspoonful  doses,  thrice 
daily.  To  my  surprise  and  delight,  I  found  that  my 
patient  soon  began  a  rapid  improvement,  and  con- 
tinued to  do  so  even  after  I  had  withdrawn  the 
medicine  for  some  time.  It  seemed  to  act  as  a 
special  tonic  to  the  gastro-intestinal  track,  and 
increase  to  a  marked  degree  the  glandular  secre- 
tions. 

The  noticeable  improvement  in  these  cases  while 
using  cascaro  sagrado  may  be  a  simple  coincidence, 
but  I  hardly  think  so,  for  I  had  them  under  obser- 
vation for  some  time  before  administering  the  drug, 
and  when  withdrawn  for  a  time  and  then  repeated, 
the  same  effects  were  observed. 

I  shall  not  offer  any  theory  as  to  its  action,  but 
may  do  so  at  a  future  time,  when  I  have  had  fur- 
ther experience,  and  will  then  give  my  opinion  as  to 
its  utility. 

If  cascara  sagrado  will  but  approach  the  expecta- 
tions of  those  who  have  thus  far  tried  it,  and  what 
is  claimed  for  it,  it  will  at  no  distant  day  become 
one  of  the  standard  preparations  and  a  favorite 
with  the  profession — for  the  number  of  individuals 
who  are  troubled  with  constipation  is  very  large, 
and  apparently  on  the  increase — as  a  result  of  im- 
moderate use  of  active  purgatives. 

It  has  the  advantage  of  being  comparatively 
pleasant  to  take,  and  the  dose  required  is  but  small, 
which  is  strongly  in  its  favor ;  but  unfortunately  it 
is  rather  expensive. 

Dr.  J.  H.  Bundy,  of  Oakland,  California,  I  believe 
was  the  introducer,  or  describer  of  its  qualities,  al- 
though it  is  known  to  have  been  freely  used  by  the 
old  Spanish  residents  on  the  Pacific  coast. — D,  M. 
Wick,  M.  D.,  in  Arkansas  Medical  Record. 

Penthorum  Sedoides.  —  For  the  last  two 
years  I  have  used  this  agent  in  my  practice  in  the 
treatment  of  catarrhal  affections  with  marked  suc- 
cess. If  not  the  best,  there  is  certainly  no  bet- 
ter agent  in  the  materia  medica  as  an  internal 
remedy  in  catarrh  of  the  respiratory  tract.  There 
are  cases,  however,  of  pharyngitis  or  throat  dis- 
ease of  a  catarrhal  nature  connected  with  phthisis 
and  goitre  in  which  it  could  not  be  expected  to  do 
more  than  palliate  the  symptoms.  But  in  all  other 
cases  it  can  be  considered  a  true  speciiic. 

In  its  use  I  have  avoided  combination  with  other 
agents  that  its  merits  might  be  better  tested.  Yet 
it  is  probable  that  it  could  be  given  with  other 
agents  in  many  cases  to  great  advantage.  In 
some  cases  of  bronchitis  and  pharyngitis  with  cod 


liver  oil ;  in  nasal  catarrh  with  yellow  dock  or  stil- 
lingia  ;  and  in  catarrh  of  the  intestines  with  ipeca- 
cuanha and  demulcents.  With  proper  local  treat- 
ment, however,  no  other  internal  remedy  is  re- 
quired in  ordinary  cases,  and  a  cure  will  he  greatly 
facilitated.  Of  late  I  have  used  the  fluid  extract 
hydrastis  (without  alcohol) ;  1 5  drops  to  a  teaspoon- 
ful of  lukewarm  water  to  be  simply  turned  in  each 
nostril,  the  head  being  held  back,  three  times  daily, 
with  excellent  results.  Heretofore  I  had  used  an 
injection  of  hydrastis  in  the  same  manner.  I  di- 
rect that  no  force  be  applied  in  snufiing  the 
liquid  up  the  nose  at  the  time  of  using  or  after- 
wards ;  that  it  is  to  be  allowed  to  run  back  into 
the  throat  without  hindrance.  I  think  that  this 
plan  gives  better  results,  besides  being  of  less 
trouble  than  any  other  method  of  mtroducing 
remedies  into  the  nasal  cavity. 

There  is  a  peculiar  form  of  dyspepsia  in  which 
the  penthorum  has  proved  valuable,  the  most  uni- 
form and  characteristic  symptom  of  which  is  an 
excessive  excretion  of  the  phosphates  in  the  urine. 
There  is  usually  also  nervous  irritability,  inability 
to  sleep  for  an  hour  or  more  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  night,  excitability,  confusion  of  the  mind  in 
active  mental  application,  and  often  a  peculiar  ir- 
ritability of  the  bladder.  Doubtless  in  this  quite 
frequent  ailment  it  would  be  advantageous  to  com- 
bine the  penthorum  with  the  hydrangea,  eupato- 
rum  pureum,  or  helonias  ;  since  these  latter  agents 
often  have  a  better  effect  when  combined  than 
single.  I  would  suggest  in  this  connection  that 
this  form  of  dyspepsia  is  caused  by  catarrh  of  the 
stomach. 

On  the  whole  I  think  it  is  evident  that  the  pen- 
thorum sedoides  will  prove  to  be  a  standard  and 
indispensable  remedy  to  all  progressive  physicians. 
— Dr.  G.L.  Tinker,  in  the  Cincinnati  Lancet  and 
Clinic. 


Penthorum  Sedoides. — This  agent  has  been 
used,  I  dare  say,  by  most  physicians  of  our  school, 
and  yet  we  have  not  arrived  at  any  special  indi- 
cation or  settled  upon  any  direct  action  of  the  rem- 
edy. 

The  plant  may  be  known  by  the  following  de- 
scription :  Stem  branched  and  angular  above : 
leaves,  rarely  sessile,  lanceolate,  serrate,  alternate  ; 
flowers,  yellowish  in  secund  radiating  racemes ; 
calyx  of  5  sepals  united  at  base ;  petals,  5,000 ; 
stamens,  10;  capsule,  of  5  united  carpels,  5  angled, 
5  celled,  5  beaked,  dehiscent  by  an  obliquely  ter- 
minal valve  ;  seeds  many  and  minute  ;  grows  in 
wet  places  ;  10  to  18  inches  high ;  blooms  from 
July  to  September. 

Having  used  this  remedy  for  the  last  two  years, 
and  observed  its  action  in  a  number  of  cases,  I  feel 
confident  that  it  acts  upon  mucous  membranes  in 
relieving  congestion  and  chronic  inflammation. 

In  such  condition  of  the  kidneys  where  there  is 
an  abundance  of  phosphates  and  mucous  deposit  in 
the  urine,  I  have  seen  the  best  results  and  com- 
plete cures  in  from  one  to  four  months  with  this 
remedy. 

In  chronic  vaginitis,  by  way  of  injection,  I  have 
found  this  superior  to  most,  if  not  all,  agents  used 
for  that  purpose,  having  cured  supposed  uterine 
disease  by  injecting  3  ss  with  water,  Oj  once  or 
twice  daily. 

Miss  C,  whose  father  I  was  treating  over  a  year 
ago  for  chronic  cystitis,  was  troubled  with  catarrh 
of  long  duration,  and  had  been  treated  by  some  of 
the  best  phj'sicians  in  and  out  of  the  city,  as 
well  as  taking  patent  medicines,  without  any  bene- 
fit. Upon  examination  found  chronic  or  ca- 
tarrhal inflammation  of  the  larynx,  eustachian 
tubes  and  stomach  ;  bowels  inclined  to  constipation, 
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appetite  poor,  circulation  sluggish,  and  some 
frontal  headache,  nearly  deaf,  so  that  I  had  to 
speak  very  loud  and  close  to  her  ear  to  be  under- 
stood. In  this  condition  she  had  been  for  a  num- 
ber of  months,  gradually  growing  worse.  She 
having  lost  confidence  in  medicine,  her  mother 
and  myself  with  difficulty  persuaded  her  to  try 
once  more,  and  I  put  her  upon  penthorum  sed., 
3  j,  water  and  simple  syrup  aa.  3  ij.  M.  and  filter, 
which  she  continued  to  take  without  any  other 
medicine  for  two  or  three  months,  and  was  well, 
improving  from  the  very  first.  I  cite  this  one  case 
to  illustrate  the  action  of  this  remedy  in  chronic 
catarrh. 

In  summing  up  I  have  come  to  the  following 
conclusion  in  regard  to  the  action  of  penthorum 
sedoides. 

1.  That  it  acts  upon  mucous  membranes. 

2.  That  mucous  membrane  must  be  in  a  state  of 
chronic  inflammation. 

3.  That  it  makes  but  little  difference  where  in 
the  human  system  this  condition  exists. 

4.  That  it  removes  irritation  and  brings  about  a 
normal  functional  activity  of  mucous  membrane. — 
Dr.  H.  G.  Gabel,  in  Am.  Medical  Journal. 


MUSK-ROOT    AND  GELSEMIUM   IN  ASTHMA.— 

The  remedies  that  are  efficacious  in  asthma  are 
those  that  relax  spasms,  and  induce  contractility  in 
the  coats  of  vessels.  Musk-root  causes  contraction 
of  the  muscular  fibers  of  the  arteries  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  stimulate  a  flow  of  blood,  and  still, 
under  this,  spasm  yields.  Gelsemium  affects  the 
muscular  coat  of  the  vessels  in  a  different  manner. 
Such  remedies  are  indispensable  in  treatment,  as  a 
means  of  modifying  and  altering  the  pulmonary  cir- 
culation. The  essential  cause  of  asthma  is  an  exag- 
gerated excitability  of  the  spinal  cord,  impression  on 
which  provokes  the  reflex  conv'ulsions  which  consti- 
tute the  paroxysm.  Gelsemium  acts  upon  the  ves- 
sels of  the  cord  and  diminishes  its  excitability  by 
making  its  circulation  active.  The  musk-root, 
though  powerfully  antispasmodic,  causes  the  bron- 
chial vessels  to  contract,  and  aids  in  the  production 
of  a  healthy  action. 

Nerves  that  perform  their  functions  normally, 
must  be  supplied  with  healthy  blood,  rich  in  ozone. 
This  is  indispensable  to  the  respiratory  nerves, 
which  do  not  provoke  contraction,  except  upon 
excitation  of  the  spinal  cord  through  the  vagus, 
the  nerve  which  receives  sensory  impressions  and 
conveys  them  to  the  medulla,  where  they  are  trans- 
formed into  motor  impulses,  to  the  intercostal 
muscles  and  the  diaphragm.  Asthma  is  a  spasm 
of  the  circular  muscular  fibers  of  the  bronchia, 
intercostal  muscles,  and  diaphragm ;  it  is  a  tetanic 
contraction.  In  musk-root  and  gelsemium  we  have 
a  means  of  overcoming  this  condition. — Dr.  J. 
Smith,  ill  Eclectic  Medical  Journal. 


Gelsemium  Sempervirens  in  Neuralgia. — 
The  action  of  this  drug  in  affections  of  a  neuralgic 
character  has  recently  been  studied  by  Dr.  Emery- 
Heroguelle,  who  made  it  the  subject  of  his  inau- 
gural thesis.  Taken  in  a  large  dose  gelsemium 
produces  frontal  headache,  stunning,  visual 
troubles,  diplopia,  contraction  of  the  pupil,  and 
dropping  of  the  upper  eyelid,  and  also  weakness 
of  the  legs.  The  author  reports  six  cases  of  in- 
toxication from  this  drug,  taken  in  mistake.  Gel- 
semium is  administered  in  powder  or  in  pills  in  the 
dose  of  three-fourths  of  a  grain  to  three  grains  of 
the  powder  of  the  roots.  It  may  also  be  given  in 
the  form  of  tincture,  made  with  one  hundred  parts 
of  alcohol  at  60  deg.  to  five  parts  of  the  powdered 
root.  The  dose  is  from  forty  to  eighty  drops.  A 
syrup  may  be  also  made  by  adding  fifty  parts  of 


the  tincture  to  one  thousand  of  simple  syrup.  M- 
Emery-Heroguelle  reports  thirty-one  observations 
in  reference  to  the  action  of  the  drug  on  neuralgia. 
From  an  analysis  of  the  results,  it  appears  that 
gelsemium  may  be  especially  looked  upon  as  an 
anti-neuralgic  ;  that  it  acts  favorably  in  cases  of 
dental  neuralgia  of  the  fifth  pair,  of  the  frontal, 
temporal,  supra  and  infra-orbital  nerves,  the 
brachial  plexus,  the  intercostal  and  ilio-lumbar 
nerves.  Sciatic  neuralgia  appears  to  resist  rather 
more  than  other  neuralgias  the  calming  effects  of 
this  tincture.  The  author  considers  gelsemium  a 
powerful  sedative  in  neuralgia,  especially  in  those 
varieties  which  are  not  accompanied  by  local 
fluxion  in  the  affected  point. — Medical  Examiner, 
Dec.  2j,  1877. 

Epilepsy  Successfully  Treated  with 
SUMBUL. — The  following  case  will  be  interesting 
to  our  readers,  as  an  example  of  the  failure  of  bro- 
mine, calabar  bean  and  other  remedies  in  the  non- 
arresting  of  the  recurrence  of  the  fits : 

Clara  L.,  unmarried,  35,  applied  to  me,  suffering 
from  epileptic  fits.  She  said  she  had  been  liable 
to  them  since  puberty,  and  that  they  had  gradually 
increased  in  severity  and  frequency,  coming  on  at 
first  eveiy  twenty-eight  days,  and  now  as  often  as 
once  a  week.  She  loses  all  consciousness,  falls 
down,  struggles  violently,  bites  her  tongue  and 
lips,  exhibiting  in  fact  all  the  usual  phenomena  of 
an  epileptic  fit,  ending  with  sleep,  from  which  she 
awakes  with  exhaustion.  There  is  no  ama,  the 
attack  comes  on  unexpectedly.  Her  appearance 
is  chlorotic,  health  moderately  good,  menstruation 
normal.  I  tried  the  case  on  bromides  fairly  and 
squarely,  and  no  result.  I  procured  some  fluid 
extract  of  sumbul  (Parke,  Davis  &  Co.),  and  gave 
her  half-drachm  doses  every  three  hours  with  most 
satisfactory  results.  It  is  now  three  months  since 
the  remedy  was  first  given,  and  not  a  single  recur- 
rence. So  much  for  sumbul ;  but  let  me  say  a 
word — use  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s  extract. — Dr.  Bur- 
chell,  Chester,  Pa.,  in  Eclectic  Medical  Journal. 


QuiNiDiA  Sulphate,  when  chemically  pure,  is 
almost  a  duplicate  of  quinia,  and  may  be  given  in 
the  same  doses ;  it  does  not  cause  any  more  gastric 
troubles  than  quinia ;  even  the  commercial  salt  is 
as  efficacious  as  quinia. 

Cinchonidia  sulphate  is  also  closely  allied  to 
quinia  in  its  effects,  and  may  be  given  in  the  same 
doses  ;  but  it  is  more  apt  to  cause  nausea  and 
vomiting,  and  even  purging,  then  quinia  or  quinidia. 
This  salt  is  not  recommended  in  diseases  of  the 
genito-urinary  system,  or  after  operations  on  this 
tract ;  neither  is  it  to  be  given  when   shock  exists. 

Cinchonia  sulphate  is  a  valuable  antiperiodic,  but 
must  be  given  in  larger  doses  than  the  other  salts. 
It  is  quite  apt  to  produce  gastric  disturbances  and 
cause  purging. 

Thus  it  may  be  seen  that  the  three  alkaloids  may 
be  substituted  for  quinia ;  but  that  quinidia  and  cin- 
chonidia are  better  substitutes  for  that  salt. — Dr. 
Newton  in  Medical  Record. 


The  Use  of  Capsicum  with  Quinia. — It  is 
not  generally  known  that  either  capsicum,  ginger, 
or  other  aromatics,  combined  with  quinia,  will  make 
the  patient  more  tolerant  of  large  doses  of  this 
medicine,  and  obviate  some  of  the  disagreeable 
head  symptoms  apt  to  arise  from  its  administration. 
Moreover,  as  Prof.  Wm.  H.  Thompson  has  re- 
marked, "  a  good  dose  of  capsicum  combined  with 
twenty  grains  of  quinine  will  act  as  well  as  thirty 
grains  of  quinine  without  the  capsicum.  Spices  in 
general  stimulate  the  portal  circulation  and  promote 
the  flow  of  bile,  and  hence   their  universal  use  in 
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hot  climates.  There  is  a  tendency  on  the  part  of 
quinine  and  capsicum  to  purge,  and  sometimes  to 
purge  violently.  In  such  cases  the  purgative  action 
is  caused  by  the  increased  flow  of  bile  produced  by 
the  capsicum.  Ginger  and  quinine  when  combined 
do  not  purge,  and  it  makes  a  very  good  combina- 
tion. The  proportions  should  be  one  grain  of 
capsicum  to  three  of  quinine ;  with  ginger,  one 
grain  of  each."  In  malarious  climates  capsicum 
should,  if  possible,  be  preferred,  as  it  is  in  itself  a 
good  stimulant,  and  possesses  antiperiodic  proper- 
ties. For  years  we  have  been  in  the  habit  of  pre- 
scribing a  little  tincture  of  capsicum  in  an  ordinary 
quinine  mixture,  with  the  view  of  preventing  any 
slight  giddiness  or  headache  that  might  otherwise 
arise  from  its  administration. — Med.  Press  and 
Circular. 


A  Tasteless  Antiperiodic — (A  substitute  for 
"  Cincho-Quinine,"  "  Sweet  Quinine,"  "  Pyro-Qui- 
nia,"  and  other  nostrums). — Dr.  S.  Ashhurst 
{Ajnerican  your.  0/  Med.  Sciences,  April),  in  order 
to  overcome  the  difficulty  of  administering  cin- 
chonia  on  account  of  the  bitter  taste  which  is 
developed  vvhen,  after  the  administration  of  the 
pure  alkaloid,  portions  remaining  in  the  mouth  are 
dissolved  by  the  salivary  fluid,  mixes  the  cinchonia 
with  sugar  of  milk,  and  with  some  bicarbonate  of 
soda,  to  neutralize  free  acid  in  the  saliva.  "  A 
powder  containing  one  grain  of  cinchonia,  four 
grains  of  sugar  of  milk,  and  one -tenth  of  a  grain 
of  bicarbonate  of  sodium,  possesses  only  the 
slightly  sweet  taste  of  the  sugar  of  milk,  and  is 
quite  readily  miscible  with  water  and  milk ;  or,  if 
preferred,  can  be  easily  swallowed  dry." 


Editor's  Notes. 


Mr.  John  D.  Haskell,  of  Boston,  called  at  our  of- 
fice, exhibiting  a  new  invention  called  the  Equi- 
libist  Suspender,  from  the  the  fact  that  it  equally 
divides  the  weight  of  the  pantaloons  on  the  shoul- 
ders, in  this  respect  differing  greatly  from  the  old 
style  worn.  It  is  wholly  non-elastic,  and  when  in 
a  recumbent  position  every  strap  loosens,  thus 
avoiding  pulling  off  buttons.  The  back  straps  do 
not  cross,  which  prevents  the  back  buttons  from 
being  drawn  together,  causing  the  pantaloons  to 
press  heavily  against  the  abdomen.  Mr.  Haskell 
is   now  introducing  them   through    the  Western 


States,  and  they  can  be  had  from  all  first-class 
dealers  in  gentlemen's  furnishing  goods. 


Please  note  correction  on  advertising  page  vi 
of  July  number :  Dose  of  Fluid  Extract  Buckeye 
bark,  should  read,  "  From  three  to  five  drops  four 
times  a  day." 


Druggists  will  be  interested  in  learning  that 


been 


invented  for  filling 


a  practical   machine  has 

empty  gelatine  capsules.     We  invite  them  to  read 

carefully  the  description  given  on  advertising  page 

III. 
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'Special  Notice. — In  response  to  the  desire  of  a  great  number  of  physicians  in  all  parts  of  the 
country,  we  have  decided  to  issue  New  Preparations  as  a  monthly,  after  the  first  of  January  next, 
and  to  increase  its  size  and  importance,  as  will  be  seen  in  our  editorial  columns. 

We  invite  special  attention  to  the  prospectus  of  the  new  volume,  giving  our  clubbing  rates  and  list 
of  premiums,  and  ask  every  physician  interested  in  the  advancement  of  medical  science  to  help  us 
increase  our  subscription  list.  We  specially  call  the  attention  of  worthy  men  out  of  employment, 
and  of  young  men  desirous  of  bettering  their  condition,  to  the  fact  that  we  want  a  smart,  active 
agent  in  ever)'  State  and  county  of  the  United  States  to  work  in  our  interests.  To  such  persons 
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Write  to  us  at  once,  stating  your  qualifications  for  canvassing ;  also  what  territory  you  want,  and 
we  shall  be  pleased  to  correspond  with  you. 

We  intend  to  make  New  Preparations  the  leading  journal  of  its  kind  in  the  country,  and  ask 
the  co-operation  of  all  who  have  in  the  past  found  it  of  interest,  in  our  efforts  to  increase  largely  its 
circulation  and  value. 

For  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  inclosed  to  Geo.  S.  Davis,  Publisher,  we  will  send  New  Preparations 
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with  any  of  the  new  remedies  alluded  to  in  our 
columns,  or  upon  kindred  subjects. 
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[October,  1878 


Miscellaneous  Notices. 


For  Sale. 

Drug  store  doing  a  paying  business.  Stock 
small  and  clean  ;  fixtures  nearly  new.  For  par- 
ticulars address 

"Pharmacist,"  P.  O.  box  641,  Detroit,  Mich. 


For  Sale. 

A  good  drug  store,  in  a  lively  town  of  6,500  in- 
habitants ;  rich  countr)'  surrounding ;  best  loca- 
tion in  town,  on  corner  and  central.  Will  invoice 
$3,300  to  $3,600.  Will  give  a  bargain.  Owner 
wants  to  quit  business  and  attend  college. 

Address  W.  S.  P.,  box  641,  Detroit,  Mich. 


A  Fine  Chance  for  Investment. 

A  drug  store  in  one  of  the  bgst  business  loca- 
tions in  the  city  of  Detroit  is  now  offered  for  sale. 
The  proprietor ,  is  compelled  by  urgent  personal 
reasons  to  close  up  his  business  within  a  brief 
period,  and  will  offer  stock,  fixtures  and  good  will 
at  very  reasonable  figures.  Part  cash  is  asked,  and 
easy  terms  for  the  balance,  if  good  security  can  be 
given. 

Any  one  with  available  funds  will  find  a  bargain 
in  a  cash  purchase. 

The  store  is  well  stocked  with  every  requisite  for 
a  first-class  store,  and  is  in  excellent  condition. 

Address  "  Druggist,"  box  641,  Detroit,  Mich. 


Michigan  Medical  News. 

Published  semi-monthly.  Terms  only  one  dollar 
per  year.  Edited  by  Dr.  J.  J.  Mulheron,  assisted 
by  an  able  staff.  Send  three  cent  postage  stamp 
for  specimen  copy. 


Cascara  Sagrado. 

The  fluid  extract  of  this  drug  has  been  proved  to 
be  one  of  the  most  useful  liquid  cathartics  known 
to  the  profession.  As  a  laxative  and  remedy  in 
habitual  constipation  it  has  no  equal. 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  Detroit. 


Now  Ready — New  Medicines.     By  I.  J.  M.  Goss, 
M.  D. 

A  valuable  work  on  new  medicines.  Brimful  of 
practical  information,  which  renders  it  absolutely 
indispensable  to  the  progressive  practicing  physi- 
cian. Sent  by  mail,  postage  paid,  on  receipt  of 
one  dollar.     Address, 

Chas.  E.  Ware  &  Co., 
Comer  Fifth  and  Chestnut  streets,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


Lactated  Pepsine  (not  patented). 

A  new  compound  digestive  agent,  composed  of 
pepsine,  maltose,  diastase,  pancreatine,  lactic  acid, 
and  hydrochloric  acid.  Recommended  in  dyspepsia 
and  all  phases  of  mal-nutrition,  and  in  sickness  of 
pregnancy.     Specify  "  P.,  D.  &  Co's." 

Parke,  D.wis  &  Co. 

Empty  Capsules. 

Read  carefully  the  article  on  this  subject  on  ad- 
vertising page  I.  Physicians  are  requested  to  ex- 
amine Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s  capsules  in  comparison 
with  others  in  the  market. 


Pepsine  and  Pancreatine. 

These  articles  from  the  laboratory  of  Parke, 
Davis  &  Co.  will  recommend  themselves  for  uni- 
formity and  general  therapeutical  efficacy. 


Boldo. 

The  new  Chilian  tonic  recommended  in  dyspep- 
sia, gonorrhoea  and  rheumatism.  See  advertising 
page  V.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co. 


Quinine  Flower. 

An  antiperiodic  of  undoubted  merit,  producing 
all  the  effects  of  quinine,  even  to  the  tinnitus 
anrum.     See  advertising  page  V. 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  Detroit. 


Elixirs  Wines  and  Syrups. 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  have  made  many  improve- 
ments in  these  elegant  pharmaceuticals.  Their  list 
comprises  all  standard  formulae,  as  well  as  the  most 
recent  combinations  of  new  remedies.  Physicians 
will  insure  satisfaction,  and  encourage  quality  in 
manufacture  by  specifying  "  P.,  D.  &  Co.'s "  on 
their  prescriptions. 


Pink  Granules, 

These  granules  are  intended  to  supply  the  need 
of  physicians  in  such  cases  as  require  minute  doses, 
or  frequent  repetition,  for  adults,  or  in  complaints 
of  children.  For  the  sake  of  beauty  of  appearance, 
and  to  distinguish  them  from  the  regular  line  of 
pills,  a  coating  of  pink  sugar  is  applied.  Specify 
"  P.,  D.  &  Co.'s  Pink  Granules  "  on  your  orders. 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co. 


The  Dispensatory  and  Pharmacopoeia  of  North 
America  and  Great  Britain, 

By  Johti  Buchanan,  M.  D.,  and  John  J.  Sig- 
gins,  M.  D.  One  volume,  octavo,  608  pp.,  cloth, 
beveled  edges.     Price,  $4.00. 

In  order  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  progressive 
physician,  in  the  present  advanced  state  of  medical 
science,  and  to  facilitate  the  pharmaceutist  in  his 
laboratory,  this  work  has  been  expressly  prepared. 
It  is  a  perfect  multutn  in  parvo,  containing  all 
the  old  as  well  as  the  new  remedies  of  the  Allo- 
pathic, Homoeopathic,  and  Eclectic  Materia  Medi- 
cas  and  Dispensatories,  in  a  clear,  plain,  abbrevi- 
ated form.  The  primary  and  secondary  action  of 
remedies  are  also  given.  It  is  a  work  that  is  im- 
peratively necessary  to  every  physician,  student  and 
druggist,  irrespective  of  school.  This  work  will  be 
sent,  post-paid,  on  receipt  of  $4,  to  any  part  of  the 
United  States,  Canada  or  Great  Britain,  by  ad- 
dressing John  Buchanan,  M.  D., 

514  Pine  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Just  Received. 

A  large  supply  of  genuine  fresh 
Cascara  Sagrado, 

Penthorum  Sedoides, 

Gentiana  Quinqueflora, 
Berberis  Aquifolium, 
Verba  Reuma, 

Grindelia  Robusta. 
Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  Detroit. 
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